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INDEPENDENCE THROUGH THICK AND THIN

This is the second Independence
Day that Ukraine is celebrating in a ma-
jorwar.

Today, here, on our land, we are
dealing with many problems at once.
The first is the sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity of Ukraine and the preser-
vation of the Ukrainian people in their
ancestral lands. But at the same time,
it is also being decided where the bor-
der of civilization will pass and where
uncivilization will begin. | have always
said, and | am ready to repeat it again,
that Ukrainians are passing two exams.
The first is the ability to build a state
and to defend the very idea of a state.
And you can see how our compatri-
ots are passing this exam in this war,
during the defense of our country in
2014-2022, and on the Maidans. And
the second test is whether the Ukraini-
an state can stay within the borders of
the Ukrainian SSR. This is also a very
important test not only for us but for
the entire civilized world. And the bor-
der will be drawn where we can defend
it. Not just the Ukrainian border, but
the border of the free world. And then
the world of slavery will begin. And
Russia does not just want to turn our
country into a world of slavery. It wants
to show all the other peoples of its
former empire what happens to those
who resist slavery. That is why they are
fighting civilians. That is why they want
to destroy our infrastructure. That is
why our museums are being attacked.
That is why they rob and kill women
and children. So that every country
that Russia will later tell to return ho-
me understands that it will be treated
the same way as Ukraine if it does not
comply.

We say a lot that we are protecting
the civilized world from the Russian
invasion. To be honest, I'm not sure
that the civilized world is threatened
that much, given that in order for it to

be threatened, Russian leaders have
to accept the possibility of nuclear war.
And we can already see that Putin is a
coward. He is a St. Petersburg bully.
He hits only when he is not threatened.
Such people, of course, are able to
strike at countries that cannot respond.
And so he can dream that if he suc-
ceeds, he will launch a nuclear strike
against a non-nuclear state, not neces-
sarily against us. There are still many
tests to come from other countries. But
for those countries that can respond,
that have nuclear weapons themselves,
I think they are in little danger.

Only six months have passed since
the aggression began a year ago. And
many in Ukraine and in the West tho-
ught that the war could be stopped in a
short time, that Moscow would realize
the futility of its attempts to conquer
Ukraine. But now more and more peo-
ple are seeing the obvious naivete of
these expectations. The Russian pres-
ident is clearly determined to wage a
long and stubborn war, a war of attri-
tion. And its completion requires not
only the courage of Ukrainians and
their readiness to resist. It also requi-
res the political courage of the West.
That is why it is so important for us to
become members of the North Atlan-
tic Alliance, to move from the arena of
this gladiatorial battle, where we are
being killed by the wild, soulless ma-
chine of Russian civilization, to the
spectator box and watch the Russian
wars as they are now being watched by
the Poles, French, Finns, and Germans.

That is why such intense attention
was drawn to the words of NATO Sec-
retary General Stefan Jensen, the chief
of staff, that there is an option accord-
ing to which Ukraine could join NATO
in exchange for giving up its (Russian-
occupied) territories. After this state-
ment, Jensen became a real political
"star”. The White House, the Ukrainian
Foreign Ministry, and the Russian Se-
curity Council all reacted to his words,
and NATO Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg had to once again clearly
articulate the alliance's position on
Ukraine and its readiness to continue
supporting Ukrainians in their resis-
tance to Russian aggression. And, of
course, in Kyiv, Jensen's words about
"exchanging territories” for NATO could
not help but cause irritation. Trading
international law is the worst thing
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imaginable.

Meanwhile, the situation with Jen-
sen's statement is by no means as
tragic as it might seem at first glance.
Most likely, we are dealing with poor-
ly formulated theses of a person who
is not used to being a figure in public
policy — and who may have perceived
the conference in Arendelle, where he
made this proposal, as an event that
hardly anyone would talk about at all.
The transparency of the modern world,
and the ability to read a regional news-
paper from a distant city in the same
moment, plays a cruel joke on politici-
ans and diplomats, and they will never
get used to the absence of "invisible
places.”

But in general, Jenssen tried to
explain to the Norwegian public that
NATO's attitude towards Ukraine
should not change even if the Ukrai-
nians fail to win on the battlefield and
liberate all their territories. That even
in this case, Ukraine should become
a NATO member. This, by the way, is
practically the same as what Chief Jen-
sen said in a much more elegant way.
Jens Stoltenberg, an experienced pub-
lic politician, emphasized that NATO
should be with Ukraine in good times
and bad, in sorrow and in joy. This isin
contrast to the words of the same Stol-
tenberg, who recently called Ukraine's
victory the main condition for its
Euro-Atlantic integration.

The change in emphasis of at least
some representatives of the Western
establishment is a very important sig-
nal. Everyone wants to be friends
with the winners, but those who fail to
succeed don't have many friends. It's
clear how the situation will develop if
Ukraine wins on the battlefield, Russia
has to admit defeat, Putin's regime is
in agony, and so on — but as I've alre-
ady written, in this case it's not even
Ukraine that has to join NATO, but
NATO that will join Ukraine.

It is much harder to describe the
consequences of a less optimistic
scenario. The war drags on, the territo-
ries are not liberated, Putin continues
to rule and enjoy the support of the
Russians. What happens in this case?
Well, anyone can say that Ukraine
can join NATO if it defeats Russia. It is
much harder to find those who be-
lieve that Ukraine should join NATO
even if it fails. And, as | am trying to
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explain, these are the politicians who
are Ukraine's true friends. Because
friends are not those who dance with
you at your wedding, but those who cry
with you at your funeral. During these
difficult months, many Ukrainians have
experienced firsthand the truth of this
simple maxim.

The fact that one cannot give up
one's territorial integrity in exchange
for any security guarantees, | think,
does not need to be explained. What
is important is that even if the mili-
tary restoration of this integrity fails,
Ukraine should not turn into a "gray
zone" between the West and Russia,

a testing ground for Russian missiles
and drones, a country of graves and
ruins.

Ukraine should join NATO regard-
less of the possible outcome of its
attempts to restore justice. For better
or for worse, as Jens Stoltenberg right-
ly noted.

GOOD TASTE MARKET & DELI B CAKPAMEHTO

Myroslav Hrekh

In Sacramento, there is a store cal-
led Good Taste Market & Deli, which
is famous for its popularity. Our cor-
respondent Myroslav Grekh had a
chance to talk to the store's employee,
Oleksandra Zhura.

Myroslav (M.): Please tell us about
yourself.

Oleksandra (0.): | work in the soci-
al media marketing department at
Good Taste Market & Deli, | am respon-
sible for advertising our store on soci-
al media.

M.: If you have marketing, it means
that your store is big enough.

0.: Yes, our store is quite big, we
have a lot of different products in the
store.

M.: What is the main thing you would
like to highlight about your store?

0.: We mainly focus on the kitchen,
on our own production. That is, we have
a Bakery (our own bakery), where the
girls bake sweets, and we also have a
large Hot Case with a variety of fresh-
ly prepared dishes. The store employs
both salespeople and cooks who pre-
pare fresh dishes every day. That is,
there is a hot shop and a cold shop.
And we cook a variety of pastries, we
make homemade cakes. We prepare all
this on site, here in the store.

The cooks work hard to make sure
that everything is fresh every day. They
make every effort to ensure that Hot
Case is filled with fresh food before the
store opens. And it all goes very quickly
in the store, all our products are very
popular.

M.: | guess by lunchtime your as-
sortment is mostly exhausted?

0.: No, it doesn't run out, but let's
just say it decreases significantly. And
what's left is fresh and tasty because
it's made in the morning. So you could
say that the food goes fast, like hot pies.

M.: Pies. What kind of pies, | love
them so much?

0.: We have pies with meat, with
liver, with cabbage, chebureks, and de-
licious cheesecakes. The assortment

is as wide as possible.

M.: Who are your visitors? Ukraini-
ans, or do Americans also come?

0.: The store has been open since
2020. It has become very popular
among Ukrainians, and now we are ad-
vertising to popularize Ukrainian Euro-
pean cuisine among Americans. Re-
cently, a lot of Americans have been
visiting us. They love our borsch, they
love buckwheat, mashed potatoes
and potatoes with bacon, duck and
chicken legs. They love to order our
authentic Ukrainian cuisine. They
always come back to us and take our
salads, even such ordinary cabbage
salads or vinaigrette, and this is the
most delicious for them.

So, local Americans also visit our
store very often.

M.: Your store is one where you ha-
ve counters where you can buy food
and cook at home, and there is a de-
partment where you can buy ready-
made food.

0.: Yes, we have a meat department,
sausages, cheeses, different cuts,
everything is fresh. We have a fish de-
partment, different kinds of fish, red
and black caviar made in the USA,
which is very rare to find, even in
Sacramento. Our store is about the

size of a minimarket, but we have a
very large selection and a fairly signi-
ficant turnover. The store has about
35 employees, there are many cooks
and salespeople, and we work at a high
level. The staff is friendly, cool, every-
one helps each other, the team is close-
knit, mostly Ukrainians.

M.: Do you have any exclusive, spe-
cialty dishes?

0.: Yes, we cook liver cake, jellied
meat, duck, borscht, and cabbage rolls.
These are purely Ukrainian products
that people missed in America. We
bake all kinds of bread: white, gray,
and black. We have all of it in our store,
and it looks very nice and tastes great.
People love it and come to us.

Other popular items in the store are
nuts with condensed milk in the middle,
bagels with cherries, Medovyk, Napo-
leon, and Spartacus cakes.

M.: Listen, you talk so deliciously
that | wanted to visit and taste your
store. Thank you for the information.

O: And | thank you for your atten-
tion and | invite all the readers of the
newspaper to visit us at the address:
7117 Walerga Rd., #5, Sacramento,
CA 95842, https://good-taste-market.
business.site
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Oles Doniy

RUSSIA'S INTERNAL CRISIS

The murder of Prigozhin, his asso-
ciate Utkin, and several other bandits
from the Wagner group on a Russian
planein Russiais evidence of a serious
internal crisis in the aggressor country.

Nine and a half months have passed
since November 11, 2022, the day of
the liberation of Kherson, the last
Ukrainian city to be cleared of Russian
occupiers. The Ukrainian offensive
continues, but its pace suggests that
we are entering a period of prolonged
confrontation with the enemy. | wrote
in my last article that the war could
last for a long time, for example, 15
years. Now, this thesis is being voiced
by representatives of the Ukrainian
government, such as Deputy Prime Mi-
nister Iryna Vereshchuk: "We have to
be honest. In this war, the path to victory
will be long and difficult. "2-3 weeks",

"by the end of the year”, "next spring”
— all these are not true. We must pre-
pare for a long struggle.”

We lack resources, including mo-
dern weapons. Our Western allies pro-
mise to deliver the F-16 aircraft we
need as early as the beginning of next
year. But Ukrainians have a resource
that our enemies do not have and can-
not have — faith in the fight for their
land. This resource is many times gre-
ater than the entire resource base
that the enemy is throwing at us: from
Soviet to Iranian weapons, and from
traitors from Ukrainian soil to criminals
from all possible Russian prisons. Ne-
vertheless, a long-term confrontation
means that all possible resource ba-
ses on both sides will be involved. On
the side of Ukraine are not only the
motivated, skillful and heroic Armed
Forces of Ukraine, but also the resour-
ce base of Western allies. Unfortunate-
ly, the resource base of fascist Russia
is also considerable, given the quan-
titative indicators of population, wea-

pons, minerals, and the economy as
a whole. But each side has another
resource that is not so easy to identify
and calculate, but which is neverthe-
less one of the most important during
wars: the internal state of the state, its
stability or destabilization.

Putin hated and still hates Ukraine
not only because of its different lan-
guage and different identity from Rus-
sians. Putin's hatred of Ukraine stems
from his misunderstanding and cate-
gorical rejection of the horizontal-net-
work political culture of Ukrainians.
Russia is characterized by a pyramidal
political culture, with a conventional
tsar" at the top and slavishly obedient
subjects at the bottom. The quintes-
sence of this system is the saying "l am
the boss, you are the fool.” Ukraine has
nurtured the exact opposite tradition,
with many different levels of alternati-
ves, diverse competition, which ultima-
tely becomes the key to the difficulty
of inculcating democratic practices in
our land. And democracy itself is infu-
riating to the very core of the KGB's
complexed pupil, who cannot imagine
any other scheme of relations than ido-
latry and rigid dictatorship. The fact
that Ukraine allows itself to change
presidents in elections, not by agree-
ment in one office, the fact that even
elected presidents in Ukraine have to
reckon with popular sentiment, the
fact that not everything in Ukraine can
depend on presidents, causes Putin
to panic. It was the fear that demo-
cratic sentiments and practices from
Ukraine could spread to Russia that
became one of the triggers in the
Kremlin maniac's mind that led him
to the biggest mistake of his life — an
attack on our land.

Putin's war dealt a colossal blow to
Ukrainian democracy. The Russian
fascists are not only killing Ukrainians
and Ukrainian women, not only de-
stroying our infrastructure, but they
have also struck at our traditions, in-
cluding political ones. That is why |
have repeatedly emphasized that
we cannot abandon democracy and
abandon electoral procedures. This
was also stated by U.S. Senator Lind-
sey Graham at a press conference in
Kyiv on August 23: "I want to see free
and fair elections in this country, even
under attack.” However, Ukraine has
repeatedly shown that it is the horizon-
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tal and networked nature of the polit-
ical system that allows it to balance
the situation when some elites want to
monopolize.

In Russia, there is no open political
competition, even if elections are held
at any level. And only Putin, who is
limited in his thinking, can imagine
something there, as if this is Russia's

"strength”, but in fact it is the weak-
ness of this geographically large, but
ideologically backward, and unviable
colossus. When a malfunction occurs
at the very top, metastases instantly
spread the disease throughout the
body of this Eurasian monster. So, the
elimination of the plane with Prigozhin
is evidence of a failure at the very top,
and this failure will certainly hit the
entire Russian political mechanism.
For Putin, there are neither positive
versions nor positive consequences
of this plane crash. Western media
were the first to publish their version,
directly stating that the plane carrying
Prigozhin was shot down by Russian
air defense. The official Russian media,
on the other hand, paused for so long
that even the troubadour and alcoholic,
and one of the Kremlin's most famous

"political scientists” Sergei Markov,
began to cry in his personal telegram
channel, which, you see, the govern-
ment's continued silence on this mat-
ter only demonstrates and reinforces
its weakness. Some Russian media
outlets then began to hint that this
could be the result of sabotage by
Ukraine or NATO countries. But this

"version" directly hits Putin, because
it turns out that the Putinists, with all
their FSB-police-troops, control abso-
lutely nothing in Russia itself, and that
either Ukraine or our allies can easi-
ly eliminate any of Putin's henchmen
on Russian territory, and even scrap
aircraft to boot. Then Putin is the next
target, and let him hide like a bunker
rat. So this "version” clearly hits Putin.

Of course, although the Russian
media are not allowed to write about
this, most Russians themselves pro-
bably think that Prigozhin was killed
on Putin's direct orders. So this is also
an "anti-Putin version”. It means that,
by all international standards, this is
yet another proof that Putin personal-
ly is a global terrorist who orders the
destruction of a formally civilian plane,
albeit one filled with thieves and sa-
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dists. Given that a couple of these sa-
dists have been awarded the highest
Russian orders by Putin himself, and
that until recently they were presented
as "heroes"” by the media throughout
Russia, the idea that the "tsar” has
lost his mind could quickly spread.
Clear demotivation will occur not only
in the units of the decapitated "Wag-
ner” but also in all Russian troops. In
such a mood, it is easier to surrender
to Ukrainian captivity than to launch an
attack against Ukrainians.
The version that Prigozhin and his
company of thugs could have been
shot by air defense on the orders of
some generals without Putin's perso-
nal approval is also an "anti-Putin ver-
sion.” This would mean that the once
"all-powerful tsar” has no control over
his surroundings or the army, i.e., he
has become weak and powerless. So
what is the purpose of such a "king"?
Such "tsars” are taken out of the "tsa-
rist choirs.”

For Putin, there are no positive ver-
sions of Prigozhin's liquidation. There
is an internal political crisis in the Rus-
sian under-empire. And any crisis in
this fascist country is a positive thing
for the whole world. The Russian em-

pire must be destroyed, and it will be
destroyed. And the internal crisis in
Russia will bring this day closer. The
path to victory will not be easy and
not as fast as we would like, but it will
certainly come.
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WARRIORS OF LIGHT

HOW HEROISM OF POWER ENGINEERS SAVES KYIV
REGION FROM BLACKOUTS

Inna Mikhno

Kyiv region was actually the first
to be hit by the Russian army. The
settlements of Bucha, Irpin, Maka-
riv, and Gostomel suffered the most
during the occupation. The military
aggression also left its mark on en-
ergy infrastructure facilities. After
the de-occupation, the scale of de-
struction was enormous. The main
risk in the Kyiv region was mined
by the occupiers. It was extremely
difficult for local power engineers
to cope with the consequences on
their own. Therefore, power engi-
neers from Dnipro, Odesa, and Kyiv
joined forces and resources to re-
store everything together. After
the de-occupation of Kyiv region,
power supply was restored in a re-
cord 45 days. In total, since Feb-
ruary 24, 2022, about 10 thousand
kilometers of power lines have been
damaged in Kyiv region, which is al-
most the distance from Kyiv to San
Francisco. Currently, the level of
losses in Kyiv region reaches $27.2
million, and the level of electricity
distribution has dropped by 40%.
Unfortunately, these are not the
final figures, as the enemy continu-
es to insidiously strike at critical in-
frastructure. It is only thanks to the
heroism of power engineers who
risked their lives despite the at-
tacks and shelling that electricity
was quickly returned to Ukrainian
homes, and with it hope for the best.

Electricity is distributed to consum-
ers in Ukraine by distribution system
operators. Most of them are DTEK.
And in this issue, Hromada will conti-
nue to familiarize readers with the sit-
uation in the power system and tell
about the heroism of the company's
power engineers. After all, it was DTEK
Kyiv Regional Power Grids that resto-
red the power grid destroyed by the
enemy to provide electricity to the res-
idents of Kyiv region.

Since the beginning of the full-scale
invasion, 71 high-voltage and about
3,000 transformer substations have
been damaged. Currently, there is
enough generation for consumption,
but the company is preparing for the
winter. In just six months, the company
has invested UAH 1.5 billion (almost
$40 million) in repairs of TPP units.

"Even if we manage to restore every-
thing planned for the winter, it will still
be less than in the previous period. We
had to invest up to UAH 3.5 billion (over
$90 million) in scheduled repairs alo-
ne during the year," Kyiv Grids said.

"The damage has been enormous
and the company is making every ef-
fort to compensate for it and keep the
lights on in people's homes. DTEK's
thermal power plants, which have been
attacked by Russia 33 times since
September 2022, need UAH 7 billion to
repair the damaged equipment. DTEK
employees were directly involved in
saving this power system, sometimes
paying the highest price for it — with
their own lives.

"Power engineers rebuilt TPPs from
scratch 23 times. As a result of these
attacks, three power engineers were
killed and 28 were injured. DTEK Grids
suffered a fatal accident when Yuriy,
an overhead line service engineer, was
killed while working on the restoration
of overhead lines in Makariv district.
The team hit a mine, although sappers
had been working there before. Two
more were injured. Four more cases
of injuries occurred in the Chornobyl
zone, when they were removing a mi-
ned tree from a 110-kilovolt line. It was
impossible to notice the mines. Before
that, sappers checked the area. When
the workers cut the tree, the mine ex-
ploded,” the company said.

There are many more stories of
power engineers who worked under
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extreme risk to their lives. Only their
heroism made it possible to quickly re-
store electricity to Ukrainians during
the occupation, winter blackouts and
massive attacks. Here are some of the-
se heroes of Ukraine's energy sector.

Worked under rocket fire to keep
the fuel supply to TPPs running.

Gennadiy has been working at one
of DTEK Energy's power plants for 16
years, and for the last 9 years as a
bulldozer driver. Every shift he drives
his "iron monster” to conquer coal mo-
untains and move thousands of tons
of coal to production. But he could not
imagine that one day he would have
to do this under fire from enemy mis-
siles, and the bulldozer would be his
only defense. It happened during the
night shift. Now Gennadiy recalls the-
se events with a smile, but at the time
he was not laughing at all.

"That night we worked together with
Serhii, each driving our own bulldoz-
er. | was shoveling coal from the top,
and he was feeding it to the feeding
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conveyor from the bottom. Suddenly,
shelling started from one side, and
then almost immediately from the
other. | looked where it was safer and
hid behind a bulldozer. As soon as it
stopped, | cautiously went to check
if my colleague was alive. Thank God,
he reacted quickly and managed to
get to safety after the first impact. This
saved him from being injured. But his
bulldozer was hit by shrapnel,” says
Gennadiy.

Only one bulldozer survived, so after
waiting and calming down for a while,
Gennadiy got behind the wheel again.
He drove down the coal mountains
and started supplying fuel to keep the
plant running.

But a few minutes later, the enemy
struck again. Gennadiy immediately
ran to a safe place. He waited out the
danger — fortunately, he was safe. He
had to get back behind the wheel to
continue working. He worked together
with Yevhen, the branch manager. To
avoid attracting attention, they wor-
ked in the dark. The only source of
light was Yevhen's flashlight. The guys
worked until the morning, and when
it dawned, they saw the rocket's body
right next to the conveyor to which
they were feeding coal...

For this truly heroic work, Gennadiy
was awarded a diploma from DTEK
Energy.

He lived at the station for three
days to save the equipment.

Igor works at one of DTEK Energy's
thermal power plants as a chief spe-
cialist in the electrical equipment and
instrumentation department. At the
plant, he rose through the ranks from
electrician to chief specialist and was
a shift supervisor.

Igor eliminated the consequences
of the enemy attack on the TPP in the
fall — in the first minutes after the "arri-
vals" he organized the staff and allowed
the fire and rescue service to work to
extinguish the fire on the equipment.

Recalling that ill-fated day, he says
he was in his office at the time of the
attack. "There was a whistle, a thud,
and then a hit. Then a second impact.
His first thought: "What about the
people?” I ran to the main shield, saw

no one, no one responded. Only on the
lower floors did | meet my colleagues.
Fortunately, they had light shrapnel
wounds.

"There was no time to think,” the po-
wer engineer recalls. — "We had to act
immediately. At such moments, your
emotions hide somewhere and a cold
mind comes in. It is he who tells you
what to do. People know that if the lea-
der is ahead, does everything quickly,
gives clear commands, then every-
thing is fine. Then they pull themselves
up and try to work as hard as they can,
without being distracted, and clearly
understand their task. If you work with
electricity, you need to be aware of
your actions like nowhere else. There
can be no mistakes!” the power engi-
neer recalls that terrible event.

For three days after his arrival, lhor
spent the night at the station, and for
months afterward, he worked non-
stop almost until nightfall every day.

"Our only task was to put the equip-
ment into operation and give people
electricity. Half an hour after the attack,
everyone was here. Everyone helped
as much as they could. Some people
left early for their shift, some stayed for
the second shift, others came in from
their day off. How else could we do it?
The watch is like a family,” he said.

lhor received a letter of thanks from
the mayor for the consistent, faithful
and well-coordinated actions of the
team and the rapid restoration of po-
wer supply.

The desire to help drowned out
fear.

At each of DTEK Energy's power
plants, there are employees who take
care of the health of power engineers.
Natalia, a nurse at the plant, joined the
power team a year ago. She knew that
this was not just a job, but her contri-
bution to ensuring Ukraine's energy
security. But Natalia could not have
imagined that one day she would have
to save the lives of her wounded col-
leagues in the open air, without wor-
rying about her own safety. That day,
Natalia had finished her shift and was
getting ready to go home. Suddenly,
there was an explosion nearby.

"We immediately hid as far away from

the windows as possible. A minute la-
ter, my colleague Liudmyla appeared
on the doorstep and we grabbed a first
aid bag and ran outside. The wounded
girls were coming toward us. They
refused to help us, emphasizing that
those outside needed us more. We
ran to the alley and saw people lying
in blood. People were already there,
using tourniquets from car first aid
kits and ordinary belts to stop the
bleeding. Lyudmila and | helped the
seriously wounded. "l worked in sur-
gery and saw a lot of things, but this
was the first time,” says Natalia. - "Now
| realize how dangerous it was, beca-
use the shelling could have happened
again. But then there was no fear. |
was not afraid of anything at all. There
was only one thought in my head — |
had to help,” Natalia said.

It was a sad day for the company. 14
power engineers were injured. Ambu-
lances were running non-stop, taking
the wounded to the hospital.

She continued to work despite her
contusion and concussion

A thermal power plant cannot opera-
te without fuel. Moreover, it must be
supplied 24/7 — all the time. This pro-
cess is managed by fuel supply opera-
tors. Kateryna has been doing this job
at a thermal power plant for 9 years. All
her processes have been perfected to
the point of automation, everything is
clear, and therefore all her days at work
are similar, but there is one that she
will remember forever.

The night shift started as usual.
Kateryna went up to the fuel convey-
or room, which is located almost un-
der the roof. She took over the shift,
checked the equipment and started
pumping coal into the boiler bunkers.
Then she went to her room to fill out
an operational log. A few minutes later,
the siren sounded.

"l was about to go to the storage fa-
cility. Suddenly there was an explo-
sion. | was thrown onto the couch. The
iron door of the room flew open. The
light went out instantly. The phone fell
somewhere. A dense cloud of dust
rose. | could not see anything. There
were only a few centimeters from the
couch to the floor, and | couldn't even
see if there was any floor left below.
My colleagues called me — my phone
screen lit up. That's how | was able to
find my cell phone and, using a flash-
light, get to the stairs and get down to
safety,” Kateryna says.

At the control panel, Kateryna had
some time to catch her breath. The sta-

page 9
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THE AIR FORCE WILL RECEIVE THE
COVETED F-16, BUT WHEN?

Karyna Nikitishyna

In August, not only Ukrainian, but
also global media were filled with
news and expectations regarding the
issue of the transfer of F-16 aircraft to
Ukraine. During his visit to the Nether-
lands, President of Ukraine Volodymyr
Zelenskyy received a clear answer:
we will have F-16s soon. However, the
planes cannot be transferred here and
now, mainly due to the lack of special-
ists who would know how to fly this
fighter jet.

On August 20, while in the Nether-
lands, Zelenskyy announced a "break-
through agreement” - Ukraine would
receive F-16s. Dutch Prime Minister
Mark Rutte announced that after com-
pleting a training program for pilots,
Ukraine would be provided with a cer-
tain number of F-16s from the Nether-
lands and Denmark. Rutte noted that
the Netherlands has a total of 42 fighter
jets, but did not specify the exact num-
ber to be transferred to the Ukrainian
Air Force. Shortly afterward, Danish
Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen
clarified that Ukraine would receive 19
fighters from the Danish government,
6 of which are scheduled to be deliv-
ered closer to the New Year. "Our pilots
and engineers have already started
training in Denmark. 19 F-16 aircraft
will be provided to our country by Den-
mark. We are working on the speed of
training. Today we also discussed the
possibility of expanding training mis-
sions,” Volodymyr Zelenskyy writes on
his telegram channel. A few days later,
the White House released the news
that US President Joseph Biden had
congratulated Zelenskyy on Ukraine's
Independence Day and discussed
speeding up the process of allowing
other countries to provide F-16s to
Ukraine.

The question "Why does Ukraine
need F-16s and not other types of air-
craft” was repeatedly answered by the
spokesman for the Ukrainian Air Force,
Yuriy lhnat. According to him, the
F-16 is a weapon that can completely
change the course of battle. "Russia’s
heavy air activity prevents our ground
troops from conducting an offensive
and effectively liberating the occu-
pied territories. The Russians are us-
ing everything their aviation has, from
helicopters and fighters to bombers

and attack aircraft. The sky needs to
be "cleared” of all this, as Mr. Yuriy put
it. The F-16 has a full range of weapons
that make this task more than possible.
There are also hopes that the aircraft
will be provided to Ukraine with modern
modifications and a wide range of nec-
essary weapons, missiles, bombs and
other ammunition, because in addition
to aircraft: "...we need tools to dispose
of Russian junk,” Ihnat says. "We need
our partners to supply everything that
is under the wings of the aircraft. All
the payload that can quickly send Rus-
sian ships, Russian warehouses, com-
mand posts, and, accordingly, aircraft
of various types to the bottom.”

According to the vision for arma-
ment, which was adopted in 2020, in
order to close the country's airspace,
it is necessary to have at least 100
new aircraft, which should completely
replace the Soviet fleet of aircraft by
2035. lhnat told Suspilne that all the
F-16s received will remain in Ukraine
after the war: "These are aircraft that
will replace outdated Soviet equip-
ment. Therefore, F-16s will be the main
type of aircraft in service with the Air
Force. This multi-purpose aircraft is
capable of providing air cover, working
on land and sea targets.” The model
of the Air Force envisioned in the vi-
sion also aims to replace anti-aircraft
missile troops, unmanned aircraft, etc.
We need to understand that replacing
aircraft is a long-term process: "42 air-
craft will not take to the skies at once,
nor will they arrive like a flock of birds.
They will be slowly putinto service, they
will work together with the Soviet ones
that are currently at war, we will grad-
ually switch to a new type,” explained
lhnat on VITATV channel. The Air Force
spokesman also mentioned F-35s,
which are now the most desirable air-
craft for all countries in the world. So
there is hope that Ukraine will one day
be able to claim them, and the F-16 will
become a transitional aircraft.

US General Mark Milley said in an
exclusive interview with the Jordanian
public news channel Al-Mamlaka that
Ukraine could be provided with F-16
fighters "in the near future.” He also
noted that Ukraine's counteroffensive
is moving at a slow pace, but is achiev-
ing positive results. Yuriy Ihnat com-
mented on what "soon” means, namely
that the planes will have to wait until
the training of specialists to operate
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and maintain the F-16s is completed.

"These are not only pilots, but also en-

gineers, combat control officers and
others who need to master this equip-
ment as soon as possible. It is neces-
sary to have not only a military airfield,
which is a platform, but also a training
base, military instructors, all of which
are very important. That is why each
country can recruit a specific group of
pilots in order to train them and all oth-
er specialists as efficiently as possible.”

According to the spokesperson, it
makes no sense for Ukraine to receive
fighter jets in advance until a qualified
and trained team is assembled to en-
sure the stable operation of all pro-
cesses. This also applies to security:
even our current Soviet-era aircraft re-
main an important target for the Rus-
sians that must be destroyed. If mis-
siles or kamikaze drones are launched
at one of the airfields, within minutes
the aircraft can be taken up by pilots
and fly to intercept the air target, which
allows both to destroy the threat from
the outside and to protect the aircraft
themselves. lhnat emphasizes the
importance of the coordinated work
of the military: "Whether it's a ground
specialist who maintains the aircraft,
a flight controller, or the pilot himself,
there are no key points here. It all has
to work as a clear, well-coordinated
mechanism of the entire military team.
A team of aviators at a military airfield
is a group of several hundred to a thou-
sand people who have to ensure the
operation of this mechanism. Whether
one plane takes off or ten, the whole
organism has to work.” According to
lhnat, an extensive system of training
in different countries, including the
United States, will help speed up the
process.

Minister of Defense of Ukraine Olek-
siy Reznikov explained some details of
the training of a group of pilots and en-
gineers who are mastering new aircraft.
The Netherlands and Denmark have
taken the lead in training our military;
Mette Frederiksen said that more than
70 Ukrainian pilots and other military
personnel are studying in Denmark.
Yuriy lhnat said that the first group
of servicemen is currently training,
and the second and third groups are
planned. The news that the minimum
period for training pilots is 6 months is
disappointing, as Reznikov said. The
defense minister asked everyone to
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be understanding if the time frame is
even longer. "Someone may be able to
do it faster. People are talented. But to
avoid any illusions, it may happen that
some pilots will be ready in 5 months,
while engineers and technicians will
not be ready. And an airplane is a
very complex system. One pilot is not
enough,” Reznikov explained. A sepa-
rate group of pilots will also be trained
in the UK, which will last several years.
"They will undergo basic training in En-
glish on light-engine Western vehicles
and then transfer to fighter jets. This
program will last longer, perhaps up
to two years, but this is the prospect
that awaits us: we are re-equipping our
aviation with new types of equipment,”
said Mr. Ihnat.
The Washington Post, on the oth-

er hand, believes that the exercises
should be completed no earlier than
next summer, and the reason for this
is the language barrier. According to
Yuriy Ihnat, the problem of not know-
ing English is exaggerated, although
he agrees that certain difficulties ex-
ist. Ihnat emphasizes the importance
of knowing aviation terminology, be-
cause only those who have a sufficient
level of language training can be al-
lowed to take part in training on flight
simulators and in the aircraft itself.
The pilots and engineers are currently
learning English in Ukraine, some of
them will continue their studies in the
UK, but the same terminology can be
learned in a few weeks. "We would like
to send our pilots as soon as possible,
even if it is a small group of pilots who

know English well,” said Ihnat.

Recently, Pentagon spokesman
General Pat Ryder said that the United
States would also train Ukrainians to fly
F-16s. It has been preliminarily estab-
lished that the training will begin in Oc-
tober at the Morris Air National Guard
Base in Arizona. This is an extremely
important event for the Ukrainian Air
Force. Mr. lhnat often emphasizes
how positive the experience of training
our fighters in the United States can
be: "The F-16 is the pride of the Unit-
ed States, it is something the nation is
proud of as a work of art, even ifitis a
weapon. It is the most widespread air-
craft in the world, dozens of countries
have itin service. (...) Where else butin
the United States is the best base for
F-16 training?"

[Warriors of light: how the heroism
of power engineers saves Kyiv
region from blackouts]

from page.7

tion had withstood the enemy attack
and continued to operate. So, it was
time to supply fuel. Kateryna went to
the conveyors again. Fortunately, this
time she was not alone.

"While we were pumping coal, | was
feeling worse by the minute. | felt diz-
zy, it was hard to walk and talk, but |
worked until the end of the shift. After
my shift, my colleagues helped me get
to the first aid station. At the hospital,
they found out that the explosion had
caused a concussion and contusion,”
says Kateryna.

In conclusion. Keeping the balance

Currently, Ukraine does not have
reliable air defense and new attacks
can occur every day. Therefore, the
company continues to improve the si-
tuation to keep the power system in
balance. To this end, DTEK plans to
modernize transformer and high-volt-
age substations, distribution points
and more than 60 km of cable and
overhead lines by the end of the year.
Install more than 11,000 new meters
to save electricity at night and thus
relieve the system. In the winter, DTEK
had to fix more than a thousand acci-
dents a week due to overloads, which
were caused by stabilization or emer-
gency outages.

"The difficulty is that $11 million was
spent on the restoration, which was
supposed to be spent on grid develop-
ment. To continue improving the qual-
ity of electricity supply, we need in-
vestments and international technical
assistance,” DTEK said.

In particular, the company has a pro-
ject to reconstruct the energy infra-
structure. The region can build a Smart
Grid network that will withstand the
challenges of war and reduce the av-
erage time of outages from 1500 to
100 minutes per year. But the price of
the issue is 2.4 billion euros. Current-
ly, DTEK wants to start a pilot phase in
the most damaged Irpin-Bucha-Boro-

dyanka node for 145 million euros.

DTEK's Kyiv-based power plants ha-
ve withstood 15 massive strikes over
the winter. The company emphasizes
that it believes in the strength of the
Armed Forces of Ukraine and will con-
tinue towork as a united front to ensure
that light defeats darkness.

photo: DTEK archive
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UKRAINIAN NEWS

Total enemy combat losses

According to the General Staff, total
enemy combat losses from February
24, 2022 to August 31, 2023 are ap-
proximately as follows:

personnel — about 263,020 indivi-
duals were eliminated,

tanks - 4,436 units,

armored personnel carriers — 8,604
units,

artillery systems — 5,507 units,

MLRS - 734 units,

air defense systems — 500 units,

aircraft — 315 units,

helicopters — 316 units,

operational and tactical level UAVs —
4,417 units,

cruise missiles — 1,445 units,

ships and boats — 18 units,

motor vehicles and tankers — 7,976
units,

special equipment — 830 units.

The United States
has allocated a new
military aid pack-
age worth $250 mil

Just in: New $250 million US securi-
ty aid package for Ukraine.
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Includes:
- AIM-9M missiles for air defense
- #HIMARS munitions
- 155mm / 105 mm artillery ammo
- #Javelin anti-armor systems
- smallarms ammo
- demolition munitions

F-16: number of
of promised units
and training of
Ukrainian pilots

- Ukraine will be able to receive the
first F-16 fighters no earlier than in 6-7
months. It all depends on the training
period of Ukrainian specialists. This
was announced by Defense Minister
Oleksiy Reznikov.

- Ukrainian pilots will be trained on
F-16s in the UK, the Netherlands, Den-
mark, Romania and Sweden.

- The United States plans to start
training Ukrainian pilots on F-16 fight-
erson its territory.

Initially, the pilots will be trained
in English in Texas, and then begin
a multi-month training program at a
base in Arizona.

- The Danish government has an-
nounced the start of training Ukrainian
pilots to operate F-16 fighter jets.

The first group of Ukrainian pilots is
already at the military airbase in Skrid-
strup, Denmark. It consists of eight
pilots.

In addition, another 65 Ukrainian
servicemen will be trained to operate
American aircraft.

- The Ministry of Defense clarified
that Denmark has 43 F-16 fighters, but
for security reasons does not disclose
how many of them are in operation. It
is known that Ukraine will receive 19
aircraft.

- The United Kingdom became the
first country to announce its readiness
to train Ukrainian pilots on Western
fighters.

- Greece will join the program to train
Ukrainian pilots on American F-16
fighters.

This was announced by President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy during a joint
press conference with Greek Prime
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Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis.

In addition, the Greek government
joined the G7 declaration on security
guarantees for Ukraine.

- Norway decided to provide Ukraine
with F-16 fighter jets, but it is not yet
known how many units.

- Portugal has confirmed its readi-
ness to join the training of Ukrainian
pilots and engineers on F-16 fighters.

- On August 20, the Netherlands an-
nounced that it was ready to send up to
42 fighter jets to Ukraine.

Military aid for
Ukraine

- Israel has handed over several
tons of medicines worth 100 million
hryvnias as humanitarian aid to the
Armed Forces of Ukraine.

"We continue to help Ukraine in this
difficult time, so at the request of the
Ukrainian side, we raised funds and
organized the transfer of humani-
tarian aid. We are planning further
cooperation between our countries,”
said Israeli Ambassador to Ukraine
Michael Brodsky.

- Germany has handed over another
batch of weapons and ammunition to
the Armed Forces of Ukraine.

The new package of military aid in-
cludes missiles for Patriot air defense
systems, 10 drone detection systems
and 40 RQ-35 HEIDRUN reconnais-
sance drones, 16 Zetros trucks and
510,000 rounds of ammunition for
firearms.

- Norway will donate missiles for
IRIS-T systems and demining equip-
ment to Ukraine, including portable
kits for creating corridors through
minefields, and will help ensure gas
and electricity supplies, with the gov-
ernment allocating NOK 1.5 billion.

- On August 25, Finnish President
Sauli Niinistd approves the decision to
provide the 18th military aid package
to Ukraine.

Itis noted that the cost of the
package, which includes, in particular,
heavy weapons and ammunition, is 94
million euros.

- The Lithuanian government has
allocated an additional military aid

package to Ukraine on the occasion of
Independence Day.

The aid package will include weap-
ons and ammunition worth 41 million
euros. Ukraine will receive Carl Gustaf
ammunition, rifles, maritime surveil-
lance radars, 5.56 mm ammunition,
generators, anti-drone equipment,
and much more.

- The Lithuanian government will
also provide the Armed Forces of
Ukraine with NASAMS air defense
systems.

The US announc-
es new sanctions
against those in-
volved in the traf-
ficking of Ukrainian
children to russia

On Ukraine's Independence Day,
U.S. President Joe Biden announced
new sanctions against those involved
in the forced removal and deportation
of Ukrainian children to Russia.

This is stated on the White House
website.

The statement notes that the Uni-
ted States is working with countries
around the world to hold Russian
forces accountable for war and other
crimes they have committed in Ukraine.

"This includes the forcible transfer
of thousands of Ukrainian children to
Russia. These children were stolen
from their parents and kept separated
from their families. This is unaccept-
able. And today, we are announcing
new sanctions to hold those respon-
sible for these forced transfers and
deportations accountable and to de-
mand the return of Ukrainian children
to their families,” Biden said.

Ukraine’s claims
against Russiain
international
courts

In the war against Russia, Ukraine
intends to seek justice not only on the
battlefield, returning the occupied ter-
ritories, but also in international courts.
Since 2014, after the annexation of
Crimea and the outbreak of hostilities
in Donbas, several lawsuits have been
filed against Russia, including in the
International Court of Justice and the
ECHR.

The European Court of Human
Rights is considering four lawsuits filed
by Ukraine against Russia.

- Two lawsuits have been merged into
one case, Ukraine v. Russia on Crimea:
the first was filed in 2014 regarding
Russia's violation of human rights in
the occupied territory of the peninsula,
and the second was filed in 2018 re-
garding violations of the rights of polit-
ical prisoners.

- In November 2018, Ukraine filed a
lawsuit with the ECHR over Russia's
seizure of Ukrainian sailors. On No-
vember 25 that year, Russian border
guards near Crimea fired on and seized
three Ukrainian warships and detained
24 sailors (they were released in 2019).

- In February 2021, Ukraine filed a
lawsuit concerning Russia's adminis-
trative practice of targeting opponents
on its territory and in other countries.

- The International Court of Justice
is considering two cases in Ukraine's
lawsuit against Russia, and the Perma-
nent Court of Arbitration (an interna-
tional arbitration courtin The Hague) is
considering two more.
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Citras Plaza MARKET

Ukrainian FOOD & CATERING

Monday - Saturday 9 AM- 10 PM
Sunday 10AM - 10 PM

6240 San Juan Ave., Citrus Heights, CA 95610
Phone: (916) 725-5445
citrusplazacafe@gmail.com

facebook.com/citrusplazacatering/
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ABiaKBUTKU Ta BigNOYUHOK:
Kuie, Bapwaga, KuwuHis, Ta iH. MicTa

$500 donation to a charity of your choice
for each home bought or sold with Oksana.

“Oksana was a pleasure to work with on my first house purchase, ensuring a worry-free and
amiable process for all the parties involved. Resourceful and detail-oriented, she was quick to
respond to any inquiries and provide all the updates necessary. Oksana wasn't shy to negotiate
better terms for me as a buyer, which is extremely rare to come across in today’s competitive
market. Her knowledge and confidence in closing the deal got us through the escrow with no

glitch. In a heartbeat, | would recommend her to anyone looking for realtor services Oksana Melnyk
— Kat G.
Realtor®

“I wholeheartedly recommend Oksana. She helped me to close the deal on my first home 9253789777

in San Francisco. San Francisco real estate market is complex and inelastic. Oksana is very

proficient, prompt and has all required skills to be successful. She guided me through the okscnc.melnyk@composs.com
process, was accommodative of the situation and provided me all the necessary guidelines DRE 01955526

to get the deal right.”

— Alexei B.

All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled fror

changes in pr

‘e approximate

retaining the servic Nothing herein

COMPASS

or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage. Compass is a licensed real estate broker. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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Earn more on
your savings with a

HIGH-YIELD
CERTIFICATE!

See short-term results! A rewarding option!

6 MONTHS THREE YEARS

2.78% 4.50%

MONEY MARKET SPECIAL

N o =
See your money grow! Earn with convenience!

13 MONTHS $250K - $999K

5.00% EX1GG

Mepeiaite o ukrainianfcu.org ans UKRA’N’AN mg YKPAT,',CbKA

noBHoro rpa¢iky po6oTu i agpecu BigaineHs. FEDERAL CREDIT UNION iV OE/IEPATIbHA KPEAWUTHA CTIITKA

NPOMNOHYEMO BCI BUAW MOC/IYT! 3AMNPOLUYEMO 40 HALLUX BIAAITIEHD!

H YekoBi paxyHKmn B KpeanTun Ha HepyxomicTb Citrus Heights, CA Rancho Cordova, CA
B OwazHi paxyHKu ® MnatixHi Kaptku VISA® 7084 Auburn Blvd. 11088 Olson Dr.

Citrus Heights, CA 95621 Rancho Cordova, CA 95670

H CepTudikatn B OHNaiiH | Mo6iNbHWUIA 6aHKiHT 916-721-1188 916-894-0822

H [lo3uku

*APY is Annual Percentage Yield. Rates effective 6/15/23. Minimum deposit $500. Rates may change. No rate adjustment on prior deposit accounts. Penalty to withdraw the money (principal) you deposited into your
Share Certificate before it reaches the maturity date; you may withdraw the dividend earned at any time w/o penalties. APY will remain in effect for the term of the Share Certificate. Dividends compounded & credited
quarterly. Fees may reduce earnings. Applies only to Money Market accounts: Up to three (3) withdrawals are allowed per month before a fee is imposed. There is a minimum of $100 per withdrawal. Dividends are
compounded & credited monthly. Applies only to IRA share certificate accounts: New IRA contributions only & up to $7,500 for 2023. Promotional rates are not for other IRA funds, like rollovers or transfers. IRA Share
Certificates are subject to IRS contribution limits. Additional deposits are not allowed into the same account. UFCU doesn't offer tax advice; consult a professional tax advisor for IRA contribution limits & deductions.
Penalties apply for early withdrawal. Note: Other rates & terms are available. UFCU reserves the right to terminate these offers at any time without any further notice. Membership subject to eligibility. Insured by NCUA.
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BLACK SOIL THAT KILLS

DESTRUCTION OF FERTILE UKRAINIAN SOIL BY
RUSSIAN MILITARY ACTIONS

Anton Shramenko

Soil is the basis of agricultural pro-
duction. It is the fundamental basis of
the economy. Farmers and agricultural
companies in Ukraine are witnessing
unprecedented destruction of the fer-
tile layer of Ukrainian soil due to the
toxic effects of hostilities.

The enemy wants to destroy not only
the energy system but also the eco
system. Volodymyr Zelenskyy called
the war unleashed by Russia an eco-
cide and emphasized that it is a chal-
lenge not only for our country but for
the whole world. According to preli-
minary estimates, more than 200,000
hectares of land in Ukraine have alre-
ady been filled with shells, mines and
ammunition fragments. That is, it is
poisoned and unusable without resto-
ration measures. These are disappoin-
ting facts.

It is a well-known fact that Ukraine's
soil cover is predominantly black soil.
These are fertile lands that are called
black soil in the United States. Ukraine
has 30% of European black soil reser-
ves and 9% of the world's reserves.
All of Russia's actions in this war are
aimed not only at seizing territory,
killing Ukrainians, and destroying the
country's critical infrastructure, but
also at destroying the ecological and
agricultural resource. As of Septem-
ber 2022, the total amount of damage
and losses caused to the lands and
soils of Ukraine amounted to 15.013
billion US dollars.

HOW WAR DESTROYS FERTILITY

Shell bursts themselves turn the
earth upside down and create sinkho-
les. This leads to soil subsidence, wa-
ter erosion and secondary salinization.
But if only the damage from the war
was limited to this. Chemical contam-
ination in the areas of military opera-
tions has a catastrophic impact on the
land of Ukraine.

It occurs as a result of rocket and
artillery fire, the burning of military
equipment, and oil spills from vehicles.
Due to extremely high concentrations
of heavy metals, the land becomes
not only unsuitable for growing agri-
cultural products, but even dange-
rous to human health. In the areas of
hostilities, the maximum permissible
concentrations of chemicals in the
soil have been exceeded by 10 times!

In particular: manganese: more than
2 times, zinc more than 3 times, lead
more than 10 times, copper more than
6 times, zinc and cadmium more than
8 times. Here is a quote from one of
the residents of the frontline territo-
ries of Ukraine: "After the shelling, the
land becomes dead. After the winter
shelling, we had to throw away all the
vegetables in the summer. Apricots
became small and shriveled.”
Ammunition fragments also pose a
danger. Artillery shells of 120 mm and
152 mm caliber produce 1600-2350
and 2700-3500 fragments weighing
1 grams, respectively. Cast iron with
steel impurities is the most common
material for the production of ammuni-
tion casings and contains not only iron
and carbon, but also sulfur, copperand
other components. These substances
get into the soil, migrate to groundwa-
ter, and eventually enter the food chain,
affecting both animals and humans.
That s, the soil poisoned by explosions
will slowly kill us in the long run.
Another aspect of the destruction
of soil by war is the burning of equip-
ment and the spillage of oil products.
We see what happens to nature when
oil spills into the sea. Qil products have
the same deadly effect on the land.
Their oily structure envelops soil par-
ticles, disrupts oxygen metabolism,
kills microorganisms and insects, and
prevents plant roots from breathing.
So, again, the soil becomes dead. In
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addition, the presence of oil products
in the soil significantly increases the
toxic effects of heavy metalsin it.

The burning of the equipment leads
to a simple burnout of the soil, which
deprives it of nitrogen and phospho-
rus, which are essential for plants.

Environmentalists note that digging
trenches and trenches, building fortifi-
cations, and moving heavy machinery
all lead to terrible changes in the land-
scape. This results in degradation of
vegetation, increased wind and water
erosion. Belgium and France faced
similar problems a century ago. In
Europe, there are still problems with
soils after the First World War, as the
rate of soil recovery is approximately
0.06 mm/year.

Other gruesome aspects of the soil
problem are the burial of the dead and
the mining of fields. In November, the
head of the Luhansk Regional Military
Administration, Serhiy Haidai, said that
due to the spontaneous burials of the
killed by the occupiers, Luhansk re-
gion "is turning into one big cemetery.”
Obviously, growing crops on such land
will be strictly prohibited in the future.
According to UN forecasts, it will take
at best 5to 7 years to demine Ukraini-
an territories, provided that the latest
satellite mine identification systems
are used. For example, it took Poland
about 12 years after World War Il to
demine its territory. More than 80,000
square kilometers of Ukraine's terri-
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tory need to be cleared of mines and
explosive remnants. According to the
United Nations, Ukraine is one of the
most heavily mined countries in the
world, along with Afghanistan, Syria
and Bosnia.

LAND SUITABILITY

In the science of soil conservation,
there is an ecological and agrochem-
ical score, which is an indicator of the
suitability of land for growing agricul-
tural products. In Ukraine, this score is
42 on land undisturbed by war, but on
land poisoned by warfare it drops to 12,
which is the state of poorly suitable soil.
All soils of this extremely poor quality
need to be rehabilitated and the soil
cover restored in the damaged areas.

And it is tracking all the affected
areas, establishing their boundaries,
and adding them to mapping materi-
als that is currently the main challenge
for Ukrainian scientists. The problem
is exacerbated by the fact that it is im-
possible for scientific teams to track
all the places of military impact on the
soil, because the burned equipment
is quickly removed, and the places of
craters and the passage of equipment
are quickly "covered” by nature. Space
and aerial photography of the war zo-
ne can only show a few of the affected
areas.

And it is important to create a map
of Ukraine's poisoned lands not only
to restore land fertility. If proper mea-
sures are not taken in time to restore
such soils, they will become carcino-
genic and contribute to a surge in can-
cer among Ukrainians in 10-15 years.

SEARCH FOR SOLUTIONS

In December 2022, despite constant
rocket attacks and power outages,
Kyiv hosted the lll National Challenge
Conference: Soil Degradation or Res-
toration of Fertility?

The organizers of the conference
tried to unite the efforts of farmers,
soil scientists, educators, government
officials and the public to draw maxi-
mum public attention to the problem
of Ukrainian land degradation. Agricul-
tural experts from Poland and Germa-
ny also participated and shared their
experience.

During the conference, Taras Vysots-
ky, First Deputy Minister of Agrarian
Policy and Food of Ukraine, emphasi-
zed that it is difficult to determine a
clear figure for the damaged soil at
this stage because the fighting has
not ended. According to the official, a
number of initiatives are already be-
ing implemented at the state level: full
monitoring with a clear and detailed
analysis of the level of contamination
and recording of all areas, as well as a

+
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step-by-step plan of restoration mea-
sures. He also said that the plans for
legislative work for 2023 include the
development of a draft comprehensi-
ve soil protection strategy.

Thus, leading experts in Ukraine are
already looking for options to restore
the affected soils, trying to combine
the capabilities and expertise of scien-
tists, educators, farmers, agribusiness

representatives, government institu-
tions and NGOs. The critical problems
of Ukraine's postwar future require
joint efforts to overcome.

Based on the materials of the Il
Conference "National Challenge: Soil
Degradation or Restoration of Fertility ?"
and the article "Dead Lands” on the
BTU-Center Group website.
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AN OITEN

qOMy nmec 2KkNBeE KOJIO JINANHA

(YKpaincvbka HapoOHa Ka3ka)

JaBHo, oyxe gaBHO
XMB COBI camiTHIl nec.
HapeLuTi Hapoky4mno
nomMy camomy 6nykaTtm
B NiCi, i BUPILUMB BiH
3HanTn cobi gpyra-
ToBapwLia. Ane XoTiB,
abwu uen noro ToBapuLL
OyB HAMCUJbHILLMM 3 YCiX
TBAPWH.

Jlicosi 3BipsiTa
nopagunm nomy nitn go

BoBKa. [liwos nec oo
HbOIO 1 Kaxe:

— BoBue, Opate, XMBIMO
pasom!

BoBk BiamnoBsiB:

— Yomy 61 Hi!

| noYanu XmnTmn pasom.
Pas, 9k HouyBann B
nici, N04yB Nec 9KMNCcb
LLUENIECT i MoYaB TPACTUCA-
6osaTmnca. 30yame BOBKA, a
TON NOMY N Kaxe:
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— byap T1xo, 60 Npuinge
BeaAMiab i 3’'icTb HaC!

Mec Toni 3porapascs,
L0 BeAMIiAb CUJbHILLINIA 3a
BoBKa. NilwoB oo Begmens
M Kaxe:

— Beamepio, 6patmky,
XMBIMO pazom!

— Konu pasom, 10
pa3oMm, — BignosiB
BeOMiab.

MwuHyna kopoTka gooba.
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Pa3 Ha 30psax no4vys nec
AKUNCb LWeNecT i no4as
6osaTtucs. MNpobyanecsa
BeOMiab Ta N CKa3as:

— 3axoBariMocs B KOPH,

00 Wwe Hagjinoe nes i
po3aepe Hac obox!
Mopymas nec, uwo nes
Mae ByTn CUNBbHILLMM.
3anuwme Begmens n
niLoB 00 OBOPY KOPONS

nesa. — MoBuwn, 60 LwWe Haainoe
— Jlese, neBe, KOPOJIO noaviHa N 3aCTpPeNuTb Hac
3BipiB, XMBIMO pa3om! o6ox!
— 3a cnyry npunmy [Mec 3amoBK, ane
Tebe, — BiAnoBiB NEB. 3poragaBcq, Wo nioanHa
[Mec 30cTaBcs 3 HAM. Mae OyTu CUNBHILLOLO,
OpgHoro pasy BBevepi Konu ii nes 60iTbCA.
noyas nec 6oaTnca i Miwos nec oo noanHn
novyas BUTW, raBkaTu. N NnpucTae Ha cnyx0y o
Bubir nes i3 nanatu i Hel. Big Toro yacy v xuee
Kaxxe nomy: nec 3 NI0AVHOIO.

OronomEHHg | AN NOUNCEMENT BIAMOBA Bl BIAMOBIAANILHOCT! | DISCLAIMER

«[pomapa» icHye Ans o6cnyrosyBaHHs noTpeb ykpaiHCbkoi rpoMaawn
3axifiHoro ya6epex:ks Ta BCiX, KOro LikaBuTb ykpaiHCbKa iCTOpif, KynbTy-

n"" PO3MILLEHHA peknaMu, OoroJioweHb Ta IHWUX nosi- pa i ykpaiHCbki HOBUHWU. Mu pe3epsyemo 3a co60l0 NpaBo Ha BiAMOBY
AOMJIEHb 3Bep1'ai'|1'ecb info@hromada.us no 25 yucna Apykyeatn 6yab-aki matepianu. Maseta «[pomana» He MoXe HeCTu BiA-

KOXXHOro micaus

noBiAanbHOCTI 3a AOCTOBIPHICTL Ny6nikauin TpeTix oci6.

«HROMADA> exists to serve the needs of our Ukrainian community of the
West Coast of the US and all those interested in Ukrainian history, culture

To place ads and other annou ncements, pIEase and Ukrainian news. We reserve the right to refuse to print any materials.

contact info@hromada.us

«Hromada» newspaper cannot be held liable for the reliability of third-par-
ty publications.
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3ATOPU3OHTANNIO:

1. l'padcTBO Ha cxopi Ipnanaii. 4.
MpepcTaBHUK, OOBipeHa ocoba op-
raHisauii, yctaHoBM i T. iH., WO BU-
KOHYE Pi3Hi JOPY4YeHHS, 3aBAaHHA.
7. XiMi4yHU enemMeHT, 4epBOHO-0ypa
pianHa 3 pi3kMM 3anaxom, L0 BUKO-
PUCTOBYETBCA B MeAULMHiI, ¢OTO-
rpadii i TexHiui (Br). 11. 'pyna pos-
roxsocTtux nanyr. 14. XXansaya koma-
xa. 15. 9 i Tn. 16. XiHka-nepemo-
Xeub Ha decTuBansx, KOHKypcax.
19. XKak-... KycTto (ppaH-L1y3bkuit o-
cnigHuk CBiTOBOro okeaHy, ¢oTto-
rpad, pexucep, BUHaAXiOAHUK, aB-
TOP BEJIMKOI KiNlbKOCTi KHUT i PinbMmiB,
nepwoBigkpuay). 20. HanmeHny-
BaHHS OAMHUL MPUCKOPEHHS, LLO
4acTO BUKO-PUCTOBYETbLCA B reodi-
3uui. 21. KomiteT pepxaBHOi 6e3-
nekn CPCP. 22. BuragaHa ictoTa i3
«Bonopaps MNepcTtHiB» TonkiHa. 24.
CamoxigHe HanueHe cyaHo, o6napn-
HaHe TaHKaMu, AN nNnepeBe3eHHs
piakux BaHTaxiB 6e3 Tapu. 27.
Cronunusa TypeyuuHu. 29. ...-...
(3ByKOHaAcnigyBaHHs, WO O3Hayae
Kpuk 303yni.). 30. CnoBec-Huit 06-
MiH AyMKamMu, BiJOMOCTAMMU i T. iH.
MiX kum-Hebyab. 33. B paBHboOE-
runeTcbkiii penirii — 6or CoHus,
TBOpeub cBiTy. 34. MNMopatok, wWo
AOro cnpasnsiloTb 3 OPUANYHUX
i ¢isnmyHnx ocib y pasi 3giicHeHHs
MiXX HuUMM abo MiX HUMU Ta
LEepXaBol MNeBHUX Aii, nepenik
AKNX BU3HaA4Ya€ 3akoHOopaBcTBO. 35.
€nHanbHM cnonydyHuk. 36. Mipa
3emMenbHoi nnowi. 37. lpowoBa oam-
Huusa 3axigHoro Camoa. 39. XyT-
PSiHUIA 4O6IT 3 M'AKOIO MiAOLBOID —
B3yTTH, nowupeHe 34e6inbworo
y HapogaiB MiBHo4i Ta Cubipy. 40.
BopoxHeua, po3najg MiX KUM-He-
oynob. 43. 3BYyK, WO YTBOPIOETbLCH
nepioguyHNM KOJNIMBAHHSM MOBITPS
i BiA3Ha4yaeTbCA MEBHOIO BUCOTOIO.
44. lepeBO poOONHUN KNEHOBUX 3 Be-
NIUKUM  M'ATUIONAaTeBUM  JIUC-TSM.
46. YkpaiHcbka raserta, TUXHEBUK
YkpaiHcbkoro CycninbHo-KynbTyp-
Horo ToBapucTtBa y [Monbui. 48.
MixHapooHa OAUHMUSA enekTpuy-
Horo onopy. 50. Ha3zea cepii nitakis
aBiakOHCTPykTOpa AHTOHOBa. 51.
..., BOHa, BoHO. 53. Mo3ap, no Tou
6ik 4oro-HeOyab. 54. Poboua 1
HaBYaJibHa BECJIOBO-BiTPWUJIbHA LIM-
poka wonka 3 gBoma, Tpboma i
yoTupma napamu Becen. 55. Tex-
HiYHa crnopyaa 3i cneuianbHOO Ka-
GiHOIO Ans BepTUKaNbHOro nepe-
MilWleHHS nioaei abo BaHTaxiB. 56.
Micok, 3emMnsa, HaHeceHi BiTpoOM,
BOAOl0 Towo. 57. MyHiuunanitert y
®dpaHuii, y perioni Myarty-LlapaHrT,
penaptameHT LWapanTta. 58. Buryk

BUpaxeHHa d¢i3smyHoro 6Gonio,
cTpaXAaHHs, nepensky, Big4yTTH
nonerweHHa i 1. iH. 59. ABTomar
KanawHwnkoBa. 61. YactuHa sikoro-
Hebyab TBOpy, 36ipku TBOpIiB, BU-
[aHHS, sika CTaHOBUTb OKpPEMY
KHUXKY. 62. OpgHa i3 cknagoBux
Ha3B 3BYyKiB. 63. MaicTtep, BUCoO-
KOoKnacHuh cneuianict. 64. Hanis-
LOPOroLiHHUA KBapLOBUW KaMiHb.
66. MyHiumnaniter y ®paHuii, y
perioHi JlaHrepok-PyccinbiioH. 68.
XpeuweHuii 6aTbko CTOCOBHO A0
6aTbkiB XpelieHuka i XxpeuieHoi
maTtepi. 70. Micto o6nacHoro nig-
nopsgkyBaHHa B Pocii, ueHTp pa-
noHy Huxeropoacbkoi obnacri. 73.
We 6 ...! 75. NMepwa niognHa. 76.
Opyr Bidi Myxa. 77. Oeuuben. 78.
3anuc akTiB rpoMagsHCbKOro cTa-
Hy. 79. AkuioHepHe ToBapucTtso. 80.
TpaB'sHUCTa poOCAuHaA 3 CyUBITTS-
Mun 6inux kBiTok. 83. MyHiunnanitert
y ®PpaHuii, y perioHi LUeHTp, penap-
TameHT lWlep. 84. HaByanbHun
nocibHuk i3 3paskamu kanirpadiu-
HOoro nucbma. 86. NoBHa 3anex-
HicTb. 89. ®opma cninbHOCTI Nio-
neii 3a nepBiCHOOOLWMHHOrO naagy,
rocnogapcbke i couianbHe 06'ean-
HaHHA KpOBHMX poauyis. 90. Op-
raHisauia O6'egHaHux Hauin. 92.
maBa pepxaBun y BeHeuiaHcbkin
(7-18 ct1.) i leHyesbkin (14-18 cT.)
pecny6nikax. 93. ...-Tik (yroga, wo ii
BMKOHAaHO 3a LIiHOI0, ika NepeBuLLYyE
LiHy TOBapy y nonepegHii yroai B
nepion opHiei 6ipxoBoi cecii). 95.
B'aska maca pnsa ninneHHs, BUro-
TOBNIEeHa 3 [NIMHU, BOCKY, XWUPIB Ta
pisHux GapBHUKiIB. 96. Munboka
[OBra 3anaguvHa (nepeBaxHo 3 Kpy-
TuMu abo NMPAMOBUCHUMU CXWU-
namu), WO yTBOpUIacs BHaACNigOK
pPO3MMBY MYXKMX OCagOBUX Mopig,
TMM4YacoBMMM notokamun. 97. Hasi-
rauinHMi npunap Ana BUMiplo-
BaHHA LIBMAKOCTI pPyXy cyaHa ab6o
nporaeHoro Hum wnaxy. 99. Im’s
3-ro npesugenTta Xopsartii Mocuno-
Buya. 100.Mo3mnTnBHO 3apsaaxeHun
enekTtpon. 101. Han-Buwa meta, oo
AKOI MparHyTb noaun i ska kepye
iXxHbOlO pianbHicTio. 102. Mpea-
CTaBHUK OCHOBHOro HaceneHHs lMe-
peaHboi Asii Ta MiBHi4YHOT AdpuKkn.

3A BEPTUKAJJIO:

1. 3acTapina Ha3Ba npepacTaBHUKA
KOPiHHOrO0, MasioYUCENbHOrO Hapo-
oy Cunbipy. 2. Tac-... (HeBenukum
ocTpiB y CxigHo-Cunbipcbkomy mMopi,
WO € YaCTUHOI OCTPOBIB AHXY B
cknagi HoBocubGipcbkux OCTpPOBIB).
3. MyHiunnanitet y ®paHuii, y peri-
oHi BbpeTaHb, penaptameHT Mop-
6iaH. 5. HeBenuke MicTo Ha niBAHI

ABcTpii. 6. HauioHanbHui icTO-
puyHuii apxiB binopyci. 8. CimH-
aguaTa nitepa rpeubkoi abeTku. 9.
YaBHi npsami niHii, aki npoxoasaTb
yepes cepeaunHy sikoro-Hebyab Tina
yu npoctopy. 10. JlicoBa Himda.
12. MeTaneBa nnuTta Ha ApyKapCb-
KOMY BepcTaTi, Ha 9KiiAi ycTaHOB-
nwTh Apykapcbky d¢dopmy. 13.
)XuBonncHe, Mo3aiyHe abo pesb-
edpHe 3006paxeHHs Bora uym cesATO-
ro, SKOMy MoKJ/IOHAIOTbCS BipyloYi.
16. MNMniBKOTBOPHWII PO34YMH CMON
abo edipiB uenwonosn y cnupri,
ckunupgapi abo onigax, SKUM Nnokpu-
BaloTh SIKy-HeEOyAb MOBEpPXHIO Ans
ii 36epexeHHs i 6nucky. 17. 3a
6ibnitHolO nereHpolo — Micue 6na-
XXEHHOro icHyBaHHa Apama Ta E€BM.
18. ABToHOMHa Pecny6nika Kpum.
20. HapaHHS YyoMy-HeOyab 3irHyTOI,
pyronopi6Hoi dopmu. 23. Boiiose
mucteucTBo. 25. HapogHuii noet-
iMnpoeisaTtop i cniseub y Kasaxis,
KUPrm3iB Ta AeaKux iHWnx cepep-
Hboa3iaTCbknx HapopiB. 26. Obep-
TOBa YacTUHA MalWH, 3a JONOMO-
rol €KOi eHepria opHoro Buay
NnepeTBOPIOETbCA B EHEeprilo iHWOo-
ro suay. 27. TpaB'sHMCTa pocauHa
poAnHU paHHuKoBux. 28. Mpumi-
TUBHE 3HapsapAsa ANS OpPaHKMU
3emni. 31. 3anopi3bknini aBToMO-
6inebyniBHnii 3asop. 32. O6G'egHa-
Ha pepxaBa Cwupiiicbkoi Pecny6-
nikn ta Pecny6nikm €runeTt, wo
icHyBana 3 notoro 1958 no Bepe-
ceHb 1961 poky. 34. KomaxoigHa
pocnuHa poauHU pocuykoBux. 38.
MpepcTtaBHUK repMaHCbKUX nne-
MeH, ki B 5-6 cT. KONoHisyBanu
BpuTaHito. 40. Pika B Himeu4uHi,
npoTtikae 3emneto bpaHpeHOypr. 41.
PapsaHcbka akTpuca TeaTtpy Ta KiHO.
42. Mosac ckeneTta HNXHbOI KiHLIBKM,
KU CKNapaeTbCca 3 ABOX Ta30BUX
KICTOK Ta KpwXoBoi. 45. Toi, XTo
Kepye BaTaroto. 47. Cnyxutenb
KYnbTy, 3Haxap y njemeH, peniriqa
SIKUX FPYHTYETbCA Ha KynbTi AyXiB,
marii. 49. O6nagHaHHSA, NPUCTPIN
AN HarHiTaHHa NOBITPS, WO BUKO-
PUCTOBYETLCA Y KOBaJlbCbKOMY,
CKJISHOMY BUPOOHULTBI ANS po3-
AYBAaHHSA BOrHIO, a TakoX Ans
NPUBEAEHHS B Ail0 AeSKUX MY3Uy-
HUX iHCTpyMeHTIB. 51. OgnHULSA BU-
MipIOBaHHA MOTYXHOCTi B MixHa-
pooHin cuctemi oauHuub. 52. Y
[AaBHin peuii — My3nyHun xaup,
npucesvyeHnini Anonnoxy. 54. Lnsax,
3acib, pyx AYXOBHOi NMpakTUKu B
6ynnon3mi, 3aBAsKM SIKOMY pocsra-
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SOME LESSONS FROM WORLD WAR I

Myroslav Hrekh

On September 2, 1945, the Second
World War ended. On this day, at
exactly 9 o'clock and 2 minutes (Tokyo
time), a formal act of unconditional
surrender of the last active ally of Nazi
Germany, Japan, was signed. It hap-
pened on board the American battle-
ship BB-63 Missouri. The historic Act
of Surrender was signed on behalf of
the Japanese Empire by Chief of the
General Staff Umezu Eshijiro and Fo-
reign Minister Shigemitsu Mamoru.
The victors were represented by: U.S.
Army General Douglas MacArthur, as
Supreme Commander of the Allied Ar-
mies; Kuzma Derevyanko, Lieutenant
General and official representative of
the Soviet side; Bruce Fraser, British
Admiral; Chester Nimitz, U.S. Navy Ad-
miral; General Jean Philippe Leclerc,
from the liberated France; Canadian
Allied Colonel Lawrence Cosgrave;
Emil Helfrich, Lieutenant Admiral of the
Netherlands Army; Thomas Blamey,
General of the Australian Army; Xu
Yongchang, General First Class of the
Republic of China; and Leonard lsitt,
Air Vice Marshal of the Allied Army of
New Zealand. All formalities were set-
tled and the world came out of war.

And it began (officially recognized)
on September 1, 1939. That is, the war
lasted about 6 years. It was the largest
and most horrific war in the history of
mankind, it affected all continents, and
more than 60 countries took part in
it, including all the great powers that
formed two opposing military camps:
the Axis bloc and the anti-Hitler coali-
tion ("Allies"). More than 100 million
people were directly involved in the
fighting. The opposing powers threw
all their economic, industrial, and sci-
entific capabilities at the needs of the
front, blurring the distinction between
civilian and military resources. The to-
tal human losses fluctuated between
50 and 80 million people. The Second
World War was marked by numerous
massacres and crimes against huma-
nity, primarily the Holocaust, strate-
gic carpet bombing, and the only mili-
tary use of nuclear weapons in history.
Thousands of villages and cities were
destroyed during the war. Millions of
people lost their loved ones, became
refugees and homeless.

It has been 78 years since the end
of the war, and it would seem that af-
ter such sacrifices and losses, the
world should have come to its senses
and forever abandoned the resolution

of political, ideological, and territorial
disputes by means of weapons and
military action. But the lessons of his-
tory teach us that they teach us nothing.
Neither future generations of people
nor their leaders have learned from
them. Armed conflicts and wars have
been emerging and continuing at dif-
ferent times and in different countries
since the Second World War. They
continue to do so today.

A bloody war between Ukraine and
Russia is currently taking place on the
continent of Europe. Putin's aggressi-
ve regime has treacherously attacked
a neighboring state for no apparent
reason, seized part of its land, killed
military and civilians, the elderly, wo-
men and children, destroyed infra-
structure and housing, committed vio-
lence and terror in the occupied terri-
tories, deported adults and children to
their own land, and caused a massive
flow of refugees to Western countries.

Why did this happen? What are the
roots of this evil, this aggression and
savagery? First and foremost, the fact
that Putin's mordere felt impunity
after the aggression in Georgia, the
seizure of Crimea, and the outbreak of
war in Donbas. And before that, there
was the racist policy in Moldova and
the creation of the so-called "Transni-
strian Republic.” The accommodating
policy of the United States and West-
ern Europe contributed to this; Obama,
Merkel, Sarkozy, with their policy of
not teasing or angering Putin, did not
pay much attention to the interests
and aspirations of the attacked coun-
tries. And so we waited for a real war
in Europe. And if the Muscovite had
received a decent blow, a real re-
buff in Abkhazia and Ossetia, it would
have discouraged him from continuing
to fight.

This suggests an analogy with World
War Il. If there had been no Munich
Agreement in 1938, if England and
France had not allowed Czechoslova-
kia to be dismembered (under the aus-
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pices of Nazi Germany, Hungary and
Poland did it) but had defended it and
declared war on Germany, then maybe
there would have been no World War 1.

Here is what Wikipedia says about
this: "On September 30, 1938, British
Prime Minister Chamberlain and Hitler
signed a declaration of non-aggressi-
on and the peaceful settlement of dis-
putes between Great Britain and the
Third Reich, an agreement known as
the Munich Agreement. In 1938, Cham-
berlain met with Hitler three times,
and after the Munich meeting, he re-
turned home with his famous state-
ment "I have brought you peace!” In
fact, this agreement, concluded with-
out the participation of the Czecho-
slovak Repubilic, led to its partition by
the Third Reich, with the participation
of the Kingdom of Hungary and the
Polish Republic. It is considered an ex-
ample of appeasement of the aggres-
sor, which only encouraged him to fur-
ther spread his aggressive policy and
became one of the reasons for the out-
break of World War 1l. It was a grimace
of history that Poland itself was soon
torn apart and invaded by Germany.

In October 1938, according to the
Munich Agreement, the Third Reich
annexed the Sudetenland region,
which had belonged to the Czecho-
slovak Republic. This act was agreed
to by the United Kingdom and the
French Republic, without taking into
account the opinion of the Czechoslo-
vak Republic itself.

Nothing reminds you of this — in rela-
tion to our time — the policy of fear and
appeasement of the aggressor.

The ideas of some politicians and
officials about the possibility of exchan-
ging the occupied Ukrainian lands for
peace and security, and even for joi-
ning NATO, or resolving the issue of
war and peace behind Ukraine's back.
Of course, we understand that these
are isolated and stupid voices that do
not reflect the true policy of our part-
ners. But, looking at the history of the
Second World War, they should not
have even appeared. Now the West,
and the entire civilized world, has fi-
nally realized "hu is Mr. Putin,” seen the
animalistic grin of the racist mordecai,
and understood his true goals and ef-
forts.

Let's ask the following question:

"Would Putin's Russia dare to attack
Ukraine if it knew that we had nuclear
weapons?” Most certainly not. Due
to the short-sightedness of the then
presidents, or their "don't care” atti-
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tude — after me, there will be a flood,
and also due to certain pressure from
our partners, the nuclear stockpile was
transferred to Russia. And the govern-
ment of the day paid for the gas it con-
sumed by giving it Ukrainian airplanes
and missiles. Now it is firing these mis-
siles at us.

And what did the guarantors of our
sovereignty and independence do
according to the Budapest Memoran-
dum when the aggression against
Ukraine began in 2014? One of them,
Russia, cynically violated it, and the
other two, the United States and the
United Kingdom, limited themselves to
verbal condemnation. | wrote about all
of this in detail in the previous issue of
the Hromada newspaper in the article

"Independence washed in blood". Is it
really so difficult to understand that all
world politics is selfish — you cannot
trust anyone unconditionally, there
are no eternal friends and eternal en-
emies, there are eternal interests. To-
day they coincide with yours — you are
partners, friends, tomorrow they will
contradict or differ — you will be oppo-
nents, at least neutral parties.

Another analogy of warfare similar
to the Second World War on the part
of the Russian command is the dis-
regard for the lives of soldiers. "Meat

assaults” by racists, often freshly
recruited, untrained "convicts” who
mindlessly go to Ukrainian positions,
lead to thousands of dead and woun-
ded, barrier detachments that shoot
retreating soldiers, so reminiscent of
Zhukov's tactics during military ope-
rations, where hundreds of thousands
of soldiers were killed in the crucible
of war.

Also, taking an example from the

"scorched earth” strategy used by the

Soviet command at that time, today's
racist leaders are trying to apply it to
Ukraine, destroying cities and villages,
killing and frightening the population.
By the way, they used the same tactics
and strategy when fighting in Syria.
Another lesson is that it is impossib-
le to win a war without a good shoul-
der, arear, and a functioning economy.
And it's time we stopped walking
around the world with our hand out
and asking for weapons. We need to
have our own. And if we don't have
it, we need to make sure that we do.
That is why efforts are being made to
re-build our own defense capabilities.
And this makes us happy and gives us
hope in our victory, in the future of our
army. And not only the army, but also
our entire state and economy. We have
to rebuild, recover, become so strong

that no abomination would ever en-
croach on our land again, that civilized
countries would want to do business
with us, cooperate with us, be friends
with us, that we would not be asked
to join the European Union and NATO,
that Ukrainians who were forced to
leave their homes and their land would
be able to return, live in dignity and
happiness. Only then will all those
vic-tims of the war be justified, and
the blood shed will not be in vain. All
of this is still a dream, but dreams do
come true over time, and | believe it will
happen.

At the beginning of the article, |
wrote that the Second World War
lasted about 6 years. This is official.
But in reality, it lasted longer, and it
began in the minds of Hitler and his
henchmen immediately after he ca-
me to power. Over time, it grew and
intensified, enslaving more and more
people, committing genocides, seizing
more and more territories, bled,
swelled and eventually burst, leaving
behind death, ruins and ashes.

This will be the case with Putin's ra-
cism, and with every aggressor who
encroaches on someone else's prop-
erty. And this is, in my opinion, the
main lesson of the Second World War.

I0Tb NpoOCBiTNeHHa. 60. OcTaHHiIn
npasutenb | puHacTii PaHHbOro
uapctBa JaBHboro €ru-nty (6.
2890 no H. e.). 62. Burnap obnunyus,
npegmeTa Towo cnepeay. 64. Toi,
XTO 0X04e 3aiMaETbLCH YNM-HEDYAb,
KOXa€eTbCA B HOMY-HeOyab. 65. Mep-
WKUN i3 TPbOX NepioAiB Me3030MCb-
KOi epu reosnoriyHoi ictopii 3emni.
66. Mapobys. 67. MoBepiHka, WO nNo-
pywye 3aralbHONPUAHATI HOpMWU i
npaBuna. 69. Pi3akunii cunbHum
NnOWTOBX, WO YTBOPIETbLCH B
HacnifoK KOPOTKOYACHOro 3iTKHEH-
HS pyXoMOro Tina 3 sKuM-Hebyab
iHwnMm Tinom. 71. Benuke npumi-
weHHa gna OGaratontogHux 36o0piB.
72. MiHicTepcTBO oepXaBHOi 6eane-

kn CPCP, wo icHyBano 3 1946 poky
(HacTynHuKk HapopHoro kowmicapia-
Ty AepxaBHoi G6e3neku). 74. lMpep-
CTaBHUK Hapoay, KU NMPOXUBa€E B
niBaeHHo-cxigHomy [OarecTtaHi. 80.
Ceilicbka poraTta xypob6a (po3m.).
81. lpocTta pevyoBMHA enemMeHTa
HitporeHy. 82. [iinaHka 3emni, sKy
oTpuMyBana censiHCbkKa ciM'a gng
KOpucTyBaHHA. 84. MMowwnpeHa Ha
CXO0Ai Kpyrna nocyguHa ans nutTts
y BUMNSAi HEBeNUYKOi po3LUpPEHOi
OOBepxXy 4Yawku 6e3 pyyku. 85.

IBaH Mapmapocbkuini (ropa B
YkpaiHCcbkux Kapnartax, ogHa 3
BepwuH [yuynbcbkux Anbn). 87.
HauioHanbHa peniria Tn6GeTuiB. 88.
OpraHiam, 9KMihi He MOXe XUTnN B

cepenoBuli, Nno36aBNeHOMY Biflb-
Horo kucHio. 90. OpiGHi yacTku
TBEPAUX PEYOBUH, WO BUAINAIOTLCS
3 pianHn abo rasyBatoro cepe-
OOBULA 1 OCipaloTb HA AKY-HEOYAb
noBepxHio. 91. [inaHka a6o cmyra
3eMni, Ha €9Kkii pPoOCTyTb XJNiOHi
KynbTypu abo sika npusHavyeHa ans
ix BMpowyBaHHs. 94. B YkpaiHi Ta
AeAKUX iHWKUX KpaiHax — BBiYMBa
¢dopma 3BepTaHHA abo0 Ha3MBaHHA
CTOCOBHO A0 0cib Yonogivoicrari. 96.
OcTpie Manaiicbkoro apxinenary,
po3TawoBaHuii Mmixk CymaTtpoio i
Bani. 98. 9dnoHcbka HacTinbHa rpa.
99. Kim ... CeH (KOMYHiCTUYHUNI
AVKTaTtop («Benukmihi BoOXAb») [liB-
HiyHoi Kopei).
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WITH ARGENTINA IN OUR HEARTS

Maria Klymchak

director of programs

Kyiv Mohyla Foundation in
the United States

Argentina is the only country in La-
tin America that recognized the Ukra-
inian People’'s Republic in 1921 and
was the first to congratulate Ukraine
on the restoration of its independen-
ce in 1991. At the end of the nineteenth
century, Ukrainian emigrants found
refuge under the skies of this coun-
try. Their vital activity made it possible
to perceive the Ukrainian presence in
this country today as a nation that, by
comprehending its historical past,
creates a projection of the future,”
says Marta Farion, attorney, President
of the Kyiv-Mohyla Foundation in the
United States, UCCA Vice President,
UWC Board Member.

Born in Italy, Martha Farion lived
her first 13 years in Buenos Aires. In
July of this year, she visited her small
homeland. Ms. Marta began her story
with a poem by the Chilean poet Pab-
lo Neruda, in which the return to the
place of one's past is compared to a
nest where a person can meet face to
face with himself, and the only witness
to his visits is the moon.

"On the street where we lived with my
parents, | met former Argentine neigh-
bors who remembered us, knowing
that we were Ukrainians, emigrants
from a country whose people were
brutally persecuted by the communist
regime. They support Ukraine, as do
many Argentines, despite a lot of Rus-
sian-drivendisinformation. My commu-
nication with them and with Ukrainian
friends added emotions, impressions
and energy. Seeing the familiar trees in
the park of my childhood, | wanted to
meet my father and mother again, who
after the war were forced to immigrate
from Europe to an unknown country
in the Latin American world,” — says
Marta Farion, visiting Buenos Aires,
the place of her childhood.

Political Challenges and Advocacy

It is worth noting that although the
city, nature, culture and friends are ad-
mirable for their beauty and politeness,
the political situation is very difficult,
especially with regard to Ukraine. The
populist policies of the presidential ad-
ministration, which have been in place
for years, are causing great damage
and economic and political destabili-
zation in Argentina and Latin America.

In the chorus of cultures in multina-

Childhood in Argentina : Marta
Farion with her sister Hanusya

Ambassador Plenipotentiary of
Ukraine to the Argentine Republic
Yurii Klymenko and Marta Farion

tional Buenos Aires, the concert and
theater scene is now and then sur-
prised by posters inviting Russian
theaters and various groups that Rus-
sia, a terrorist state, generously funds.

The Ukrainian community organizes
protests against Russian groups per-
forming in Argentine theaters. The
community responds to various at-
tempts by racists to influence the poli-
tical mood. "It's not easy here becau-
se there is a great influence of leftist
sentiments that misinform the popula-
tion. You can see the efforts and work
of our Ukrainian community in difficult
conditions,” says Marta.

She says that over the years, it is
Russian influence that has been cap-
tivating with its stability and persua-
siveness through propaganda that is
easily promoted by the governments
of Cuba, Colombia, Venezuela, and to
some extent Brazil, supporting Russia
and opposing US policy. The positions
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Head of the UCRA Dr. Petro Lylyk,
Martha Farion and secretary of the
representative office Maria Zinko

of these countries on Russia's invasi-
on of Ukraine indicate that Moscow
still commands sympathy on the con-
tinent. Undoubtedly, this affects
Ukraine's relations with Argentina and
complicates the work of the Ukrainian
community and the embassy.

Until now, Argentina has refused to
support sanctions against Russia and
has been pursuing a policy of neutra-
lity. It traditionally tries to keep its dis-
tance from the warring parties. The
political struggle between the right
and left parties continues in the me-
dia, and disinformation is increasing.
Russia's virtual greatness is being
promoted by Russia Today, which is
the main propaganda outlet. There-
fore, it is necessary to have influence
to stop its existence.

The world press has already publi-
shed news that almost 30 thousand
Russians have arrived in Argentina
since the beginning of the war. These
are financially secure "Russian refu-
gees,” young men who have fled from
the meat grinder of the war unleashed
by the Moscow dwarf. There is also
an influx of pregnant Russian women
seeking citizenship for their newborns:
there is citizenship, and they can immi-
grate to other countries. Undoubtedly,
there are Russian intelligence officers
and agents among those thousands.

During her meetings with the
Ukrainian community, Marta Farion
spoke about an important and effec-
tive initiative in Mohylanka to counter
the spread of fake news called Stop-
Fake, which is available in 14 langua-
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ges, including Spanish. At a meeting
with the Dean of the Law Faculty of the
University of Buenos Aires, she pro-
posed to hold roundtables with the
participation of both sides on the sub-
ject of war crimes and fake news com-
mitted by the Russian Federation in
Ukraine and globally. She definitely re-
ceived support from the dean, as Rus-
sia is interested in spreading its influ-
ence in this region, where it finds sup-
porters among students at universities.

Meeting atthe Embassy of Ukraine

The Embassy of Ukraine in Argenti-
na was opened in March 1993. In all
countries, including Argentina, the suc-
cessor to the USSR, Russia, after its
collapse, took over diplomatic build-
ings. Theissue ofopeninganembassy
in the prestigious diplomatic district
of the capital was resolved with the
help and assistance of the Ukrainian
community.

At the beginning of 2023, Ambassa-
dor Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of Ukraine to the Argentine Republic
Yurii Klymenko took up his duties. Pre-
viously, he served as Consul General
of Ukraine in Thessaloniki (Hellenic
Republic, 2005-2006) and Barcelona
(Kingdom of Spain, 2006-2010). Mr.
Klymenko has been in the diplomatic
service since June 1992. He is fluent
in English and Spanish. He has repeat-
edly headed official delegations of
Ukraine to international forums and un-
derstands the political and economic
levers of Argentina and Latin America.

President of the Kyiv-Mohyla Foun-
dation in the United States Marta Fa-
rion also met with Mr. Ambassador
during her visit to Argentina.

During the conversation, Yurii Kly-
menko noted that Argentina is among
the leaders among Latin American
countries in providing humanitarian aid
to Ukraine over the past year, taking
into account the full-scale Russian
aggression. The Ukrainian Embassy
works with Argentina in many areas.
In particular, it is encouraging Argen-
tina to join the imposition of sanctions
against the aggressor country and
the creation of a military tribunal. The
government itself has an ambiguous
position on the Russian-Ukrainian war.
Another issue was the development of
cooperation in the educational sphere
and the strengthening of Ukraine's
cultural and humanitarian presence in
Argentina. According to the ambassa-
dor, one of the problems is the spread
of Russian narratives that "NATO is
fighting against Russia on the territo-
ry of Ukraine,” etc. This is picked up by
the Communist Party and the Left Front
organization, which profess Russian

Meeting with women of the Union of Ukrainian Women of Argentina

Prosvita Society, Chairman of the Ukrainian Society Prosvita in Buenos
Aires, Vice President of the Ukrainian World Congress Yuriy Danylyshyn

ideology. "Countering Russian narra-
tives is only one aspect of our embas-
sy's work," the diplomat emphasized.

It was a pleasant surprise to meet
the Consul of Cultural Affairs, Maryna
Panchenko, who is a graduate of the
Kyiv-Mohyla Academy.

"Step by step our diplomacy is suc-
ceeding in achieving success in the Ar-
gentine direction,” noted Marta Farion.

Ukrainian community

Prosvita

The head of the Ukrainian commu-
nity Prosvita in Buenos Aires, Vice Pre-
sident of the Ukrainian World Congress
Yuriy Danylyshyn invited his country-
woman, who is fluent in both Ukrainian
and Spanish, to speak. Communicati-
on in both languages allowed a large
audience to hear about the life of our
community in the United States, the
work of the UCCA and the UWC, and
the successes and challenges caused
by the war in Ukraine. The community

continues to be active in the areas of
culture and education. The guest was
impressed by the library and the archi-
ve that is being digitized. "There are
a lot of valuable books and archival
documents that are being worked on.
The educators put the study of the
Ukrainian language in the first place.
They cherish our culture, involving both
Ukrainians and Argentines in a dance
ensemble, and there is even an ensem-
ble of young bandura players.”

"I am grateful to the community of
Prosvita in Buenos Aires for the oppor-
tunity to speak on a topic that unites
us all Ukrainians — the spirit and unity
of our Ukrainian hearts in supporting
our Mother Ukraine in this time of war
and always, in helping our people. |
felt the love for Ukraine so far away
from the mainland. Everything will be
Ukraine! Until victory!™ wrote Marta
Farion in the guest book. At the same
time, the Facebook page thanked the
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Board of the Prosvita Society for the
opportunity to meet.

Ukrainian Central Representation
in Argentina (UCRA)

The UCRA is a non-partisan, non-
profit organization representing the
Ukrainian community in Argentina, a
member of the World Congress of
Ukrainians, established in 1947, which
unites 30 societies and organizations.
The head of the UCRA is Argentine
neurosurgeon Dr. Petro Lilik, who is
recognized worldwide as one of the
leading professors in the medical
field and philanthropy. He has good
high-level connections with Argentine
politicians, top officials of govern-
ments and civil society in other South
American countries.

At the invitation of Dr. Lilik, a meeting
was held with Martha Farion. The con-
versation focused on the relations be-
tween Ukraine, Argentina and Latin
America, and the life of the Ukrainian
diaspora in Argentina. After the decla-
ration of Ukraine's independence in
1991, there was a noticeable influx of
new immigrants from Ukraine, but due
to a lack of economic opportunities,
most left for other countries. Therefo-
re, we are witnessing the assimilation
of the third and fourth generations of
Ukrainians, and there is almost no in-
flow of new forces from Ukraine. De-
spite this, the younger generation of
the community sticks to its roots and
supports Ukraine. This is facilitated by
organizations such as Plast, Sumy, the
Renaissance Society, the Union of
Ukrainian Women of Argentina, and
various dance and choral ensembles
that gather in the community and
around their church.

It is worth mentioning that in Argen-
tina there are monuments to Taras
Shevchenko in the province of Missio-
nes and in the central park of Buenos
Aires, opposite the US Embassy, in the
best area of the city. It was donated by
the Ukrainian community in Argentina
two years before the 75" anniversary
of the arrival of the first immigrants
from Ukraine as a sign of gratitude for
the asylum. "From Ukrainians and their
descendants who have found here not
only peace, work and prosperity, but
also the precious democratic free-
doms for which the heroic Kobzar of
Ukraine fought,” the red granite of the
pedestal reads. It is here that Ukrai-
nians in Argentina come to celebrate
the most important events — Taras's
birthday and Ukraine's Independence
Day. Public meetings are held here,
and calls are made to the government
to condemn Russia’s aggression and
encroachment on territorial integri-

HbIO-MOPK

YyHiBEpCUTETY iMeHi IBaHa PpaHka.

Harans MNaBneHko
president@unwla.org
(732) 592-9257

OBl ACMIPAHTKN BUBPAHI 014
MNOTPUMKU B PAMKAX
CTU-NEHAOIANIBHOI NPOrPAMU CYA

[Bi BngaTHi XiHkM cTann naypeatramu ctunedgii imeHi €smn Ctawkis Coto3s
YkpaiHok Amepukin (CYA) Ha 2023 pik, Ska HaQaeTbCs B pamMkax CTUNeHaianbHoi
nporpamun CYA: AnppiaHa BapaH 3 Ykpainu Ta Mapis Kynbumubka 3i CLUA.

B pamkax nporpamu o6uasa CTyaeHTn oTpuMaloTb BHecCOK y poamipi $3,000
AN51 KOMMeHcauii KowTy 06paHMX HUMK Mporpam.

AnppiaHa bapaH, ska 3apa3 HaB4Y4aeTbLCSA B acnipaHTypi yHiBepcuteTy KaHsacy
3a crneuianbHICTIO "BUBYEHHS MOBW Ta KYNbTYPONOria”, Mae CTyMeHi 3 ykpaiH-
CbKOi MOBU Ta NliTepaTypu i NPUKNagHOi NiHrBiCTMKM JIbBIBCbKOIr0 HaLiOHaNbLHOIO

Mapis Kynbumupbka 3apas 3400yBa€e CTyniHb MaricTpa Aep>XaBHOI NOMiTUKM y
LLIkoni pepxaBHOro ynpaeniHHsa iMmeHi OxoHa @. KeHHepni MapBapacbkoro yHi-
BEPCUTETY, 30CEPELXYIOHMCh HA AEMOKPATUYHNX pedopmMax B YKpaiHi.

Ansa otpumaHHsa goaaTkoBoi iHgpopmauii, 6yab nacka 3sepraritecs 4o CYA.

ty, and to counter the flow of Russian
disinformation.

Church

Marta Farion had the opportunity to
pray for Ukraine together with the pari-
shioners of the Cathedral of the Inter-
cession of the Holy Virgin of the Ukrai-
nian Greek Catholic Church in Buenos
Aires. The Divine Liturgy was celebra-
ted by Bishop Danylo Kozlynsky of
the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church.
After the liturgy, members of the
Ukrainian Women's Union of Argentina,
led by Christina Volovyna, organized
a meeting with the wife of the Ambas-
sador of Ukraine, Zoya Klymenko. Our
guest from Chicago gladly accepted
the invitation. Bishop Daniel, born in
Brazil, and a young Ukrainian-born
priest, Father Nazariy Kashchak, joi-
ned the group of more than 50 people.
In his welcoming remarks, the Bishop
emphasized that the community, de-
spite the great geographical distance
from the motherland, prays for it and
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for the people suffering from a cruel
enemy, and that public organizati-
ons make donations and send aid to
Ukraine. The warm relations between
the churches and the audience envel-
oped everyone in a positive aura.

Conclusion

Martha Farion's trip reinforced her
vision of the diaspora and its role in
preserving identity and helping Ukra-
ine. According to Martha, studying the
history of emigration is of great impor-
tance. She emphasized that each wa-
ve has its own mission, stressing the
strength of the Ukrainian spirit that
unites Ukrainians around the world.
After all, only a common goal and
active work bear fruit and help bring
victory in Ukraine closer.

"It is our task to preserve our identi-
ty through active work in communities,
to pass on the love for Ukraine that our
parents instilled in us. Let's keep the
fire of amazing enthusiasm and faith
that unites us alive.” — Marta Farion.
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13 SEP

THE PREMIERE
OF THE MOVIE
"BIG PICNIC"

Ukrainian Films USA

Where: Landmark’s Piedmont
Theatre

When: Wednesday, 7 PM - 8:30 PM

The premiere of Big Picnic will take
place on September 13 at 19:00in
Ukrainian with English subtitles!

"The Big Picnic is no ordinary
comedy! This is a movie that was
supposed to be released in Ukraine
on February 24, 2022. Now a large
number of participants from the film
crew, and even the cast are defending
their homeland as part of the Armed
Forces, and the locations of the
filming were destroyed by bombs.
And we would like them to smile there,
knowing that their movie is being
watched by full houses in America.

Tickets start at $22
https://www.eventbrite.com/e
oakland-cabig-picnic-premiere-
tickets-698507062427

23 SEP

SAN
FRANCISCO:
EXHIBITION OF
12 KYIV POTOG-
RAPHERS,
WORK MADE
SINCE FEB 22

Aliona Kuznetsova

Where: Art Bias

When: Saturday, 7 PM

This September, the work of 12
Ukrainian women photographers
will be on display at Art Bias in San
Carlos, San Francisco Bay Area. The
artists will speak about their work at
the opening on Sep. 23 via Zoom. All
work was created post-February 2022
when the war began.

The exhibition is called 85560+. It’s

Visit us at the Newark branch
or give us a call at
(510) 943-1021

Visit us at the San Francisco branch
or give us a call at
(415) 489-4451

To place ads, advertisement, and other messages: info@hromada.us
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the amount of time in minutes that the
people of Kyiv have spent listening

to air raid sirens, awaiting bombs

to fall and steal away the lives of our
countrymen. In the time between each
of those harrowing minutes, people
try to go about living their lives —
spending it with loved ones, at work,
volunteering, and using creativity as
an outlet. Our fearless Kyivan women
have created these images to share
tales of the capital in times of war.
https://www.facebook.com
events/135419246227585

30 SEP

6™ ANNUAL
PARK UKRAINA
HIKE &
PANAHYDA

Ukrainian American Coordinating
Council, Ukrainian Heritage

Club of Northern California and
St. Michaels Ukrainian Orthodox
Church

Where: At the end of Carden Lane,
Hayward CA 94542. Next to Stonebrae
Elementary School.

When: Saturday, 11 AM - 3.30 PM

Join us for a wonderful day of Hiking,
Remembering and sharing a meal.

11:15 - Meet at the End of Carden
Lane

11:30 - Begin Hike.

12:15 - Panahyda

1:00 - Hike Back to Carden Lane

1:15 - Lunch at JA Lewis Park!

Join us at Park Ukraina with Father
Georgiy of St. Michael Ukrainian
Orthodox Church, Ukrainian American
Coordinating Council, Ukrainian
Heritage Club and Ukrainian School of
San Francisco for our Annual Hike &
Panahyda.
https://www.facebook.com
events/1012789386723165,

30 SEP
AN EVENING

WITH GOROVI’
IN SAN
FRANCISCO!

Ukrainian Event Center and Music
Hall and Ukrainian American
Coordinating Council

Where: 345 7th St,San
Francisco,94103,US

When: Saturday, 6 PM - 8:30 PM

Gorovi'in San Francisco!

Another Evening with Ludmila and
Ruslan Gorovi In California!

Lyudmila is a famous Ukrainian
poetess, the author of the famous
poem "Bude tobivrazhe". Ruslanis a
volunteer, the author of the Children's
Search Service project, and a writer.

They’ll be presenting in Ukrainian
Ruslan Horovoy’s new book “People
Lived" - a collection of essays about
the life of the "gypsy" volunteer crew
from the de-occupied villages of
Ukraine

Join Us for an unforgettable evening
to have an interesting conversation!
https://www.facebook.com
events/2674438929370019,

6 OCT
IMPRINTBAND -
UKRAINE BENE-
FIT TOUR 23°

Imprintband Label

Where: House of Bread Church

When: Friday, 6 PM - 7 PM

We don't want to stay away from
people who are experiencing such
great pain and sorrow, as our mission
as Christians is primarily to be
attentive to their needs and to be
the answer and conduits of God's
blessings for them!

We organized the Imprint charity
tour across America, in support of
Ukrainian children who became
orphans due to this terrible war!

All the proceeds will go towards
helping these children and women in
need!

These funds will be used for the
personal needs of these families,
and the children will also have the
opportunity to participate in Christian
camps, where they will experience
an atmosphere of God's love and
emotional restoration!

Tickets start at $20
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
imprintband-ukraine-benefit-tour-23-
sacramentoca-tickets-694375464707

7 OCT
UKRAINIAN
FILM NIGHT: “A
RISING FURY”
AND Q&A
PANEL WITH
FILMMAKERS!

Leleka Foundation

Where: The Polish Club Inc

When: Saturday, 5 PM - 8 PM

Join us for our 5" Ukrainian Film
Night Fundraiser at The Polish Club in
San Francisco!

5:00 pm - doors open, enjoy food/
drinks/art/socialize

6:00 pm - film begins

7:30 pm - Q&A panel with film
Filmmakers

Volunteer Movement Organization
and Leleka Foundation invite everyone
to a Q&A with the brave filmmakers
that will follow the screening of this
powerful documentary film!

The panel features: Lesya Kalynska,
Co-Director, Screenwriter, Producer
of “A Rising Fury” and TJ Collins,
Producer of “A Rising Fury”.

Tickets start at $20
https://www.eventbrite.com/e
ukrainian-film-night-a-rising-fury-
and-ga-panel-with-filmmakers-
tickets-701572170247?aff=ebdss
hcopyurl&utm-source=cp&utm-
campaign=social&utm-
content=attendeeshare&utm-
medium=discovery

BOM Ha cnucaHHsa 501(c)(3) nopaTkis.

Bu moxeTe nigTpnmaTtun Hawy raseTy, SKWO 3pO-
6uTte ogHopa3oBuit PayPal BHecok 4u BUcTaBute
MOBTOPHMWI WOMICAYHNI BHECOK i nepengerTe Ha
CTOpPiHKY nicna ckaHyBaHHA QR-kopay. MNaserta
«'pomapa» € HeKOMepLinHO OpraHisauieto 3npa-

You could support our newspaper by following
QR code to PayPal link where you could make one
time payment or reoccuring monthly payments.
Newspaper Hromadais atax-deductible 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization.
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