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Vitaliy Portnykov | NOTES FOR OCTOBER

Please note that the November issue was prepared back in October, before the presidential elections on 
November 5.

SPECIAL FOR HROMADA

ZELENSKYY IN SEARCH OF SUPPORT, 
TRUMP IN PURSUIT OF VICTORY

to repeat the same rhetoric he used 
prior to their meeting, almost as if the 
encounter never took place.

Trump has again labeled Zelenskyy 
as “the greatest salesman in histo-
ry” and falsely claimed that each time 
Zelenskyy leaves the US, he returns 
home with “hundreds of billions of dol-
lars” ‒ a gross exaggeration. In reality, 
the United States provides substan-
tial aid to numerous allies, sometimes 
even more than to Ukraine, and often 
in peacetime. This funding aims to bol-
ster stability, much like US aid to Egypt 
over the past decades.

In his campaign narrative, Trump 
depicts Ukraine as a ruined state to 
underscore the failures of President 
Joe Biden and his administration, 
along with General Mark Milley, then-
chair of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff 
during the Russian invasion. Trump’s 
personal disdain for Milley, who la-
beled him an “absolute fascist” and 
urged that his return to power be pre-
vented, might be fueling this narrative.

Regardless, Trump’s version of the 
Russia-Ukraine war ‒ a staple of his 
campaign rallies and interviews ‒ di-
verges starkly from reality. However, it 
aligns with his goals if he regains the 
White House. His remarks suggest that 
he seeks a rapport with Russia’s Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin, a leader he has 
often praised far more than Zelenskyy.

From Trump’s statements, one con-
clusion becomes evident amid the pro-
longed Russia-Ukraine war: illusions 
are unhelpful. Trump does not hold 
Ukraine in high regard and harbors 
clear disdain for its leadership. Zelen-
skyy would have had to compromise 

by pursuing an investigation into Hunt-
er Biden and implicating President 
Joe Biden, which might have secured 
Trump’s favor. Yet, we can only imagine 
how such a move would have affected 
US-Ukraine relations after Biden’s vic-
tory in 2020.

We are, however, in a different reality. 
And Trump’s animosity toward Zelen-
skyy also stems from Zelenskyy’s re-
sistance to the “good relations” Trump 
envisions with Putin. Zelenskyy dis-
rupts Trump’s narrative of a potential 
partnership between the US and Rus-
sia against China ‒ a country Trump, 
not without reason, views as America’s 
primary threat.

Trump’s backers fail to grasp, or re-
fuse to see, that Russia is more likely to 
align with China in the looming struggle 
between democracy and authoritaria-
nism, potentially bringing about the 
Third World War that Trump fears. This 
lack of understanding sets the stage 
for profound consequences if Trump 
wins the US election.

First, Trump is likely to seek a settle-
ment with Putin to end the Russia-
Ukraine war under terms that would 
allow Putin not only to feel victorious 
but also to be declared victorious. How 
far Trump might go in placating a lead-
er who has long inspired his admirati-
on remains to be seen.

Second, US aid to Ukraine could 
diminish significantly under Trump’s 
leadership. Even if he loses, Trump 
may still influence Congress ‒ partic-
ularly if Republicans gain control ‒ to 
obstruct assistance for Ukraine pro-
posed by a Harris administration. We 
have already seen indications of this 

October, surprisingly, became the 
month of an event that did not happen 

‒ the anticipated "Ramstein" meeting 
of world leaders. This meeting, initial-
ly announced by President Joe Biden 
during talks with Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, was intended 
to reinforce international support for 
Ukraine. Although Biden did meet with 
European leaders in Germany on his 
farewell tour, the "Ramstein" meeting 
was postponed, with its future un-
certain. Nonetheless, Zelenskyy has 
engaged in a series of meetings with 
European leaders, and we understand 
why: US support for Ukraine post-No-
vember 5 elections remains in question.

Ideally, Zelenskyy's meetings in the 
US with both presidential candidates 
would signify firm bipartisan support. 
However, in October, Donald Trump 
once again criticized Zelenskyy. In a 
conversation with American commen-
tator Patrick Bet-David, Trump even 
blamed the Ukrainian president for al-
lowing Russia’s war against Ukraine to 
happen.

This statement, along with Trump’s 
repeated claims that “there’s noth-
ing left of Ukraine,” indicates that the 
former US president, who is vying 
for a return to the White House with a 
strong chance of victory on November 
5, has learned little from his recent 
discussion with Zelenskyy. According 
to comments from both sides, Trump 
and Zelenskyy hold starkly different 
interpretations of what transpired in 
that meeting.

Zelenskyy assures reporters that 
Trump understood his arguments 
about the war, while Trump continues 

Please support Vitaly Portnikov's new project on the YouTube 
channel, where you will find his streams in English. Spread 
it among your friends who do not speak Ukrainian, so that 
more people in the world get acquainted with the events 
taking place in Ukraine.

https://www.youtube.com/@PortnikovPost

https://www.youtube.com/@PortnikovPost
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approach.
Third, no matter what European 

leaders say today, if Trump returns to 
power, those leaders ‒ especially nu-
clear powers like the UK’s Keir Starmer 
and France’s Emmanuel Macron ‒ will 
likely pursue “special relationships” 
with him. They may be cautious with 
support for Ukraine, realizing Trump’s 
disapproval. Privately, they might try 

to sway Trump, but their public stance 
on American policy could be muted, 
which could prove challenging.

Finally, Europe’s political landscape 
could shift in Trump’s favor, empower-
ing leaders who have traditionally 
aligned with him. Hungarian Prime 
Minister Viktor Orbán could emerge 
as a key figure in guiding Trump’s poli-
cies on Europe and the Russia-Ukraine 

conflict. Polish President Andrzej Duda, 
a strong supporter of Ukraine, might 
be compelled to temper his views or 
lose influence with Trump.

The changes would be monument-
al. Preparing for these shifts now, just 
days before a pivotal US election, may 
prove crucial for Ukraine’s future.

KINAL DENTAL
Liudmyla Kinal, DDS

(760) 536-3094

ПОВНИЙ СПЕКТР СТОМАТОЛОГІЧНОЇ ДІЯЛЬНОСТІ 
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Oles Doniy
SPECIAL FOR HROMADA

WHY IS THE “VICTORY PLAN” 
STALLED?

On October 16, Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy presented his 

“Victory Plan” to the Verkhovna Rada. 
This presentation followed a tour of 
allied nations, where Zelenskyy met 
with leading politicians. During his 
tour, Ukrainian media amplified inter-
est in this plan, raising hopes that the 
government was offering Western part-
ners something unprecedented. Many 
expected that the initiatives discussed 
behind closed doors would soon lead 
Ukraine to victory. The route of visits ‒ 
to the U.S., the U.K., Germany, France, 
and Italy ‒ and the secrecy surround-
ing the “Victory Plan” generated a cer-
tain fervor in Ukrainian society, which 
has now endured over two and a half 
years of Russia's full-scale aggression.

On October 16, the plan was finally 
made public in the Verkhovna Rada. 
Lawmakers applauded the President, 
yet it is worth noting that most of them 
belong to the President's party, and 
many who are not officially part of the 
ruling faction feel compelled to vote 
alongside it. However, numerous ana-
lysts expressed far less enthusiasm af-
ter hearing the plan's details. Even go-
vernment-aligned media, journalists, 
and propagandists merely recited the 

“Victory Plan” without closely linking it 
to actual “victory.”

It turns out the “Victory Plan” is not a 
set of tasks the Ukrainian government 
has assigned itself to achieve success 
in the war. Instead, it is more of a wish 
list for Western partners rather than 
something Ukraine’s government in-
tends to deliver on its own.

The President outlined four points 

mysterious non-nuclear deterrence 
system.

The fourth point focuses on strate-
gic economic potential. In reality, this 
seems to be a promise that Ukraine will 
repay its allies for weaponry. Zelen-
sky began by listing Ukraine’s natural 
resources, including critical minerals 
worth trillions of dollars, like uranium, 
titanium, lithium, and graphite, and 
then offered the United States and 
other key allies a special agreement 
for the joint protection, investment, 
and use of Ukraine’s critical resources. 
Just in October, Ukraine privatized its 
United Mining and Chemical Compa-
ny ‒ a leader in titanium extraction and 
processing ‒ for 3.94 billion hryvnias. 
The auction’s sole participant was “Ce-
min Ukraine,” controlled by Azerbaija-
ni businessman Nasib Hasanov, with 
Azerbaijan recently showing absolute 
loyalty to Putin’s Russia.

The fifth point is for the post-war pe-
riod. Zelensky nearly directly quoted 
an idea British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson published in the Daily Mail in 
July, suggesting Ukraine could even-
tually replace U.S. troops in Europe, 
appealing to isolationist Trump sup-
porters eager to reduce foreign spend-
ing. While no one doubts the Ukraini-
an army’s capabilities, someone will 
still have to pay for its deployment, 
raising the question of who that will 
be if not the U.S. ‒ perhaps European 
countries?

Before the “Victory Plan” was unve-
iled, high hopes allowed Ukrainians to 
remain optimistic. However, the plan’s 
release clarified that, unfortunately, 
the government currently lacks a con-
crete victory plan. What was announ-
ced is more of a set of directives for 
Ukrainian embassies, diplomats, and 
politicians negotiating with Western 
partners. The problem isn’t Ukraine’s 
high expectations from its allies ‒ this 
has brought tanks, air defenses, long-
range weapons, and even F-16 squad-
rons in the past. The issue is that the 

“Victory Plan” does not contain tasks for 
Ukraine itself, no roadmap for chang-

concerning the war, with a fifth focused 
on ensuring post-war security.

“The first point is an invitation to 
NATO, now. We are a democratic na-
tion that has proven we can defend the 
Euro-Atlantic way of life, our common 
democratic values.”

The demands, or rather requests, 
to the allies begin with this first point. 
Clearly, NATO is not yet prepared to in-
vite Ukraine into full membership, pri-
marily due to concerns among some 
Western elites and societies about the 
unpredictable reaction from authori-
tarian Russia. Most NATO country ci-
tizens worry about their countries' di-
rect involvement in the war. Further-
more, certain NATO countries, includ-
ing Hungary, Slovakia, and even Turkey, 
have positions on military support for 
Ukraine that diverge from the majority.

According to Zelenskyy, the second 
point is about defense. Here, he high-
lighted Ukraine's recent successes, 
such as the operation in the Kursk re-
gion of Russia ‒ a move with signifi-
cant propaganda weight for Ukrainian 
authorities. Still, the second point 
boils down to more expectations from 
Western allies: aid in equipping reser-
ve brigades for the Ukrainian Armed 
Forces, bolstering air defenses to pro-
tect cities and villages from Russian 
missiles and drones, conducting joint 
operations with neighboring European 
countries to intercept Russian missi-
les and drones within the allied air-
space, and lifting restrictions on long-
range strikes on military infrastructu-
re throughout occupied Ukraine and 
even Russia. Ukraine also expects real-
time intelligence from satellites and 
other reconnaissance. In short, rather 
than commitments from Ukraine, it’s a 
call for continued Western support.

The third point in Zelenskyy’s Plan 
is “deterrence.” He announced that 

“Ukraine is proposing to host a com-
prehensive non-nuclear strategic de-
terrence package sufficient to protect 
the country from any military threat 
from Russia.” Again, according to the 

“Plan,” it is up to the allies to provide this 

Please note that the November issue was prepared back in October, before the presidential elections on 
November 5.
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ing internal policies essential for victo-
ry. Unlike the “7 Steps to Victory” pro-
posed by Sviatoslav Dubina, previous-
ly discussed here.

Criticism that the “Victory Plan” is 

not truly a victory strategy quickly 
reached the President’s Office, which 
has now announced the development 
of a new, internal plan. Why the gov-
ernment only begins this now, over two 

and a half years into the war and in re-
sponse to public criticism, remains a 
rhetorical question.
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Mykhailo Ukhman | NEWS FROM THE FRONTLINE
SPECIAL FOR HROMADA

THE RUNA

Mykhailo Ukhman ‒ a film produc-
er, war journalist, writer, makes doc-
umentaries and feature films about 
the Ukrainian Insurgent Army and the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine.

In our previous issue, we promised 
to tell readers about Viktoria ‒ a young 
Ukrainian warrior who has been on the 
front lines since she was 19 y.o. So, lis-
ten and be inspired.

Runa is Viktoria’s call sign. She 
signed her contract with the Ukrainian 
Armed Forces at the age of 19. Her love 
for weaponry began in school, igniting 
a spark that ultimately led her to join 
the army.

When the petite Viktoria first appe-
ared at the Military Enlistment Office, 
her ambitions were met with skepti-
cism by the soldiers there. Her family, 
too, was not especially supportive of 
her choice. Some believed her place 
was in the kitchen. But Viktoria proved 
them all wrong.

She began her fight in the village of 
Pisky, Donetsk region. It was there 
that she confronted Russia's full-scale 
invasion.

Those were tough times. Yet, Vikto-
ria and her comrades stood strong, 
relentlessly destroying enemy forces 
and equipment using every weapon 
available.

Later, she fought in Bakhmut and 
other hotspots where her presence 
was crucial.

It is worth noting, that Runa is the 
squad commander of an anti-aircraft 
artillery unit. Her team brings down 
enemy forces with S-60 anti-aircraft 
guns and ZU-23-2 anti-aircraft mounts, 
often deployed to the hottest conflict 
areas.

Alongside the heavy artillery, Runa 
and her comrades wield anti-drone ri-
fles, which help intercept and destroy 
enemy kamikaze drones and other 
types of hostile copters.

Over her six years in the war, Viktoria 
has seen ‒ and endured ‒ a great deal. 
Her story is known across Ukraine. She 
stands as a symbol of resilience and 
valor. Runa’s presence on the front 
lines shatters all stereotypes.

“I am 160 centimeters tall, and I fight. 
I don’t understand the men who buy 
fake medical certificates, those who 
flee the country just to avoid defending 
it. This is our homeland, and it’s every 
Ukrainian’s duty to protect it,” Viktoria 

says.
Dear readers, Viktoria is constantly 

seeking funds to purchase drones. If 
you wish to help this brave woman who 
is currently battling the enemy in Do-
netsk, contact us (Uhmanmisha85@
gmail.com), and we will provide her 
details.

Only together can we stop the Mos-
cow invaders.

Runa is Viktoria’s call sign.
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ОГОЛОШЕННЯ | ANNOUNCEMENT

To place ads and other announcements, please 
contact info@hromada.us

Для розміщення реклами, оголошень та інших пові-
домлень звертайтесь info@hromada.us до 25 числа 
кожного місяця

ВІДМОВА ВІД ВІДПОВІДАЛЬНОСТІ | DISCLAIMER
«Громада» існує для обслуговування потреб української громади 
західного узбережжя та всіх, кого цікавить українська історія, культу-
ра й українські новини. Ми резервуємо за собою право на відмову 
друкувати будь-які матеріали. Газета «Громада» не може нести від-
повідальності за достовірність публікацій третіх осіб.

«HROMADA» exists to serve the needs of our Ukrainian community of the 
West Coast of the US and all those interested in Ukrainian history, culture 
and Ukrainian news. We reserve the right to refuse to print any materials. 
«Hromada» newspaper cannot be held liable for the reliability of third-par-
ty publications.

 VETERAN RESOURCE CENTER 
 LEADERSHIP OF UKRAINIAN DEFENDERS

 PLEASE SUPPORT THE VETERANS RESOURCE CENTER

WITH YOUR DONATION

DONATE:
https://www.kmfoundation.org
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MARTA FARION ON UKRAINIANS IN MEXICO

Did you know that there is an active 
Ukrainian community in Mexico City? 
I had the honor of attending a unique 
event titled "Infinite Love for Life – Mexi-
co and Ukraine" (Amor Infinito por la 
vida – Mexico y Ucrania) – an inclusi-
ve fashion show held on September 
29 in Mexico's capital. This charitable 
event was a joint effort between the “In-
finite Love for Life” institution and the 

“Ukrainian House,” a celebration of mul-
ticulturalism and of people united by a 
desire for peace and shared values in 
art, culture, dignity, respect for free-
dom, and human life.

This year's show focused on the 
theme of “Mexico and Ukraine,” high-
lighting the Ukrainian experience du-
ring wartime and the plight of hundreds 
of thousands in Ukraine who have be-
come disabled due to the war Russia 
started a decade ago. As a gesture of 
love and support, young Mexicans with 
various disabilities, representing an 
organization advocating for the rights 
of people with limited abilities, mod-
eled Mexican costumes. The event 
was sponsored by ONEST/Smart Lo-
gistics, Mexico’s largest logistics com-
pany, whose owner supports Ukraine’s 
values and aspirations for peace and 
independence. Representatives of the 
Ukrainian community in Mexico, dres-
sed in traditional Ukrainian attire, wal-
ked the runway, displaying an emoti-
onal intercultural solidarity. This ges-
ture symbolized that, despite the geo-
graphical distance, the two nations 
share much deeper ties than one might 
imagine.

I represented the Ukrainian World 
Congress with the goal of connecting 
with our Ukrainian sisters and brothers 
living in Mexico and inviting them to 
join the family of Ukrainians worldwide 
under the UWC umbrella. I extend my 
heartfelt thanks to Larysa Raifel, Pres-
ident of the Ukrainian Cultural Center 
in Los Angeles, for establishing con-
nections with the Ukrainian community 
in Mexico City and for accompanying 
me during this journey.

The Ukrainian Embassy in Mexico is 
housed in a beautiful, spacious build-
ing styled like a hacienda. We met with 
Ambassador Oksana Dramarétska and 
her diplomatic team. The embassy’s 
mission in Mexico is complex for many 
reasons, one of which is the strong 

Russian influence and disinformation, 
as well as the Mexican government's 
support for Russia’s policies. The in-
fluence of Russia and China in Mexico 
is notable, especially compared to the 
U.S. Fortunately, Mexicans uphold tra-

ditions of ethics, family values, digni-
ty, and freedom, and they sympathize 
with Ukrainians enduring the hardships 
of war. It is worth noting that the event 
was supported by both the city admin-
istration and the Ukrainian Embassy 

Marta Farion, Vice-President of the Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) in North 
America, Vice-President of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
(UCCA), and President of the Kyiv-Mohyla Foundation of America.
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in Mexico.
Despite challenges, the Ukrainian 

community in Mexico City, numbering 
several thousand, is united under the 

“Ukrainian House” (Casa de Ucrania), 
co-founded by Lesya Koltykova. They 
organize events, support a small Ukra-
inian school for children, maintain a 
Ukrainian choir, and collaborate with 
artists, journalists, and academics. 
The choir comprises both Ukrainian 
and Mexican singers who perform 
Mexican and Ukrainian songs under 
the direction of the remarkable con-
ductor Elisa Shmegelson. Fluent in se-
veral languages, including Ukrainian, 
she sings one of the finest renditions 
of the Ukrainian national anthem I 
have ever heard, with no trace of an 
accent. During the event, the Ukrai-
nian-Mexican choir of the Ukrainian 
House delighted the guests with a 
selection of songs from both nations, 
showcasing the harmony and talent 
that emerges when two cultures unite 
through music. Many immigrants who 
have moved to Mexico come from the 
Kharkiv region and are well-educated 
professionals.

Together with Tanya Tsvyk, co-foun-
der of Casa de Ucrania, who hosted 
us, we visited the National Museum of 
Anthropology (Museo Nacional de An-
tropología), considered one of the 

world’s wonders. The museum’s exhi-
bits are divided into two major secti-
ons—archaeology on the ground floor 
and ethnography on the upper floor. 
They feature ancient architectural 
structures, sculptures, manuscripts, 
and art from Aztec and Mayan civiliza-
tions. We also visited the magnificent 
Metropolitan Cathedral of the Assump-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Cate-
dral Metropolitana de la Asunción de 
la Bienaventurada Virgen María a los 
cielos). Construction of the cathedral 
began in 1524 during the time of the 
Spanish conquistadors. Its scale, luxu-
ry, gold, and marble are awe-inspiring, 
and I wondered how many thousands 
of Aztecs labored to build it, bringing 
materials from the mountains, and 
climbing to the highest towers. Loca-
ted on the site of one of the main 
Aztec temples in a seismically active 
area, the structure has significantly 
shifted over time.

We also witnessed some of the 
greatest architectural and cultural 
marvels created by humankind – the 
world of ancient civilizations and 
Aztec pyramids. It was astonishing – 
from engineering feats to astronomi-
cal wonders, true works of art from 
a civilization that left its mark in mu-
sic, folk medicine, horticulture, and 
agriculture. The cactus gardens, with 

various species, including giant cac-
ti adorned with blossoms and fruits, 
were equally impressive.

On the last day of our visit, right 
in front of our hotel on Paseo de la 
Reforma, we witnessed a historic 
event. Huge crowds from across the 
country, mostly organized by labor 
unions, gathered for the inauguration 
of Mexico’s new President, Claudia 
Sheinbaum, the first woman to lead 
the country in over 200 years of mod-
ern Mexican history. She is also the 
first person of Jewish descent to hold 
the highest office in a predominantly 
Catholic country known for its deeply 
patriarchal culture. President Shein-
baum is likely to continue the policies 
of her predecessor and political men-
tor, Andrés Manuel López Obrador, 
the head of the ruling party. In Mexi-
co, there are no primary elections, so 
the outgoing president appoints the 
next candidate. I mention this political 
detail because Ukraine needs allies in 
the Global South, especially in Latin 
America, and I hope the new president 
will bring more diversity and indepen-
dence to political decisions.

I am proud of the achievements 
of the small Ukrainian community in 
Mexico City and look forward to con-
tinued cooperation. Together, we are 
strong.
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Nadia Banchik

In seven key states ‒ Arizona, Penn-
sylvania, Georgia, North Carolina, Ne-
vada, Wisconsin, and Michigan ‒ Ka-
mala Harris and Donald Trump are 
locked in an almost even split, with 
Trump recently gaining some ground 
while Harris’s earlier surge appears to 
be slowing.

Right or left?
After Republicans dismissed their 

only centrist alternative to Trump ‒ 
Nikki Haley ‒ and the Democrats 
leaned leftward with current Vice Pre-
sident Kamala Harris, U.S. voters find 
themselves at a stark crossroads. 
Each path set by the candidates ap-
pears to lead toward extremes ‒ either 
right or left ‒ rather than a reasoned 
centrism. Extremes often bring insta-
bility, while sensible centrism is what 
keeps a political system resilient.

Thus, it seems that the direction of 
the world’s most powerful nation could 
come down to a statistical margin of 
error.

The economic and social platforms 
of both presidential candidates, com-
bined with the complex layers of the 
election agenda, place voters ‒ espe-
cially those in swing states ‒ in a di-
lemma. Each candidate offers specific 
advantages but also carries consider-
able risks.

Trump: “Make America Great 
Again” and defeat Internal enemies

Trump’s supporters rally around 
his economic promises ‒ lower taxes 
and less government regulation ‒ or 
his passionate calls to end illegal im-
migration and his staunch support for 
Israel. His backing of Israel is remem-
bered from his first term, marked by 
his decision to move the U.S. embassy 
to Jerusalem and the “Abraham Ac-
cords” facilitating diplomatic ties be-
tween Israel and certain Arab nations.

Trump’s voters also fear that Harris’ 
economic and social agenda may lean 

“too far left.”
“Harris’s economic plans focus on 

state handouts and government con-
trol. Who else would back the alloca-
tion of billions in taxpayer dollars for 

down payments for first-time home-
buyers? Not even Obama’s adminis-
tration did that,” says Nicole Russell, a 
Texas-based columnist at USA Today. 
She points to Harris’ running mate 
Tim Walz, governor of Minnesota, who 
implemented state laws permitting 
almost unrestricted abortion, making 
Minnesota a haven for transgender 
youth and expanding driver’s license 
access for undocumented immigrants.

Russell believes that Trump’s vic-
tory would bring tax cuts, nix student 
debt forgiveness, and tighten border 
security with Mexico. But many Trump 
voters may underestimate his poten-
tial to shake the US political system, 
sow distrust in democratic instituti-
ons, and intensify societal divisions.

Trump persistently claims that Ame-
rica’s “internal enemies” are worse 
than Russia or China. In his view, 

“Marxists, communists, and fascists” 
‒ essentially, all Democrats and any 
dissenters ‒ are these enemies, es-
pecially those who have brought legal 
charges against him. He insists that 
the judiciary and intelligence services 
are “totally corrupt” and serve as tools 
of the left against him, a self-pro-
claimed patriot and defender of the 
American people. In his view, the US 
is no different from a dictatorship, and 
he has a duty, as he says, “to act as a 
dictator from day one” to reform the 
nation as he envisions it.

What might happen to vital insti-
tutions like the judiciary, intelligence 
agencies, and social services if Trump 

“resets” them to suit his vision is any-
one’s guess.

And what might the world face if 
Trump rekindles his rapport with Putin 
or doubles down on his absurd claims 
about the war in Ukraine? Would 
he, as president, repeat the ill-fated 
appeasement of the 1938 Munich 
Agreement?

Even Trump’s economic policy fans 
may underestimate his ambitions for 
trade wars, a strategy he justifies 
with claims that almost every country 

“cheats America.” In the end, trade 
wars and tariffs are paid for by con-
sumers, and the US deficit only grows.

Some of Trump’s supporters even 
believe in outright misinformation. Ta-
ke, for example, claims spread during 
recent hurricanes that FEMA intenti-
onally withheld resources from Re-
publican states or that the agency 
diverted these resources to “illegal 
immigrants.” These rumors have even 
led to attacks on FEMA workers, who 
had to halt operations in some North 
Carolina areas.

Harris supports the middle class
Harris’s backers range from far-

left progressives to a wing of centrist 
Republicans, including Liz Cheney, 
daughter of former Vice President 
Dick Cheney and a vocal Trump cri-
tic. Harris’s supporters admire her 
adherence to fair play and the US po-
litical system’s rules. Yet the big un-
known is which voter base Harris will 
sway. The left-wing advocates for ro-
bust government investment in the 
middle class and significant econo-
mic oversight; socially, they support 
expanded abortion rights and prioriti-
ze Palestinian support, which could 
reduce US backing of Israel, a major 
ally in the Middle East.

A complex, contradictory choice
This election may be one of the most 

challenging in US history due to the 
candidates’ contrasting approaches.

How will centrist Republicans and 
undecided voters perceive Harris’s 
economic and social policies? Can 
she find a balance between the left 
and the center?

She sought this middle ground du-
ring a televised town hall on October 
23, where her mantra was pragmatic 
problem-solving across party lines. “I 
have firm principles, but I am open to 
compromise if it addresses the issue,” 
Harris said in response to a question.

But will her proposed measures 
rattle an already crisis-prone US eco-
nomy, with inflation still climbing des-
pite ongoing attempts to contain it?

Ultimately, both candidates’ chan-
c e s  a r e  c l o s e ,  a d d i n g  t o  t h e 
uncertainty.

Which group will have the most im-
pact ‒ supporters of social-democra-
tic policies or those who back cor-

THE CLOSER THE ELECTION, 
THE THICKER THE FOG

Please note that the November issue was prepared back in October, before the presidential elections on 
November 5.
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porate tax cuts and trade wars? Ad-
vocates for Israel, or its critics? Sup-
porters of global democracy, and by 
extension Ukraine, or isolationists 
who reject such ideological divides?

Both parties have fringe elements 
prone to irrational ideas that risk pull-
ing them away from common sense. 
But the majority in both parties remain 

grounded, potentially steering each 
candidate toward the center.

So, it is no surprise that a sizable 
portion of voters (around 10–15%, 
according to recent polls) are still un-
decided. The battle for each vote con-
tinues, and every voter who relies on 
reason will influence the future of the 
world’s most powerful nation.

Under these conditions, congres-
sional, gubernatorial, state, and local 
elections become immensely signifi-
cant. Only by choosing the right rep-
resentatives can Congress, governors, 
and local leaders serve as a check on 
the White House, which may lean right 
or left depending on the victor.

Fall in love with our new  

HIGH DIVIDEND 
CHECKING 
ACCOUNT

Scan the QR Code and 
transfer your existing checking into a 
high dividend checking account today!

EARN 
4.00%
on balances 
up to $25,000

EARN 
0.50%
on balances 
over $25,000

*APY is Annual Percentage Yield. Rates are effective 10/29/24. Rates are subject to change. To earn 4.00% APY* on balances up to $25,000, or 0.500% APY* on balances over $25,000, members must meet the following 
monthly requirements: ten (10) debit card transactions; direct deposit or ACH of $500 or more; log in to online or mobile banking; and receive e-Statements. If account requirements are not met, the non-qualifying 
rate will be 0.00% APY*. New accounts will receive the qualifying dividend rate for the first statement cycle. Existing accounts converted to High Dividend Checking may qualify to receive the qualifying dividend rate 
beginning on the first day of the following month after the account is converted (for example: High Dividend Checking account is opened on November 15; dividend rate would go into affect beginning December 1).

Citrus Heights, CA
7084 Auburn Blvd.
Citrus Heights, CA 95621
916-721-1188

Rancho Cordova, CA 
11088 Olson Dr.
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670
916-894-0822

nЧекові рахунки
nОщадні рахунки
n Сертифікати
nПозики

ПРОПОНУЄМО ВСІ ВИДИ ПОСЛУГ! ЗАПРОШУЄМО ДО НАШИХ ВІДДІЛЕНЬ!
nКредити на Нерухомість
nПлатіжні Картки VISA® 
nОнлайн і мобільний банкінг

Ви можете підтримати нашу газету, якщо зро-
бите одноразовий PayPal внесок чи виставите 
повторний щомісячний внесок і перейдете на 
сторінку після сканування QR-коду. Газета 
«Громада» є некомерційною організацією з пра-
вом на списання 501(c)(3) податків.

You could support our newspaper by following 
QR code to PayPal link where you could make one 
time payment or reoccuring monthly payments.
Newspaper Hromada is a tax-deductible 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization.
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Karina Nikitishina
karyna@hromada.us

MORE THAN 6,000 ENVIRONMENTAL 
CRIMES: CAN THE AGGRESSOR BE 
HELD ACCOUNTABLE?

The consequences of warfare and 
occupation are devastating not only 
for people but also for the environ-
ment. The destruction and degrada-
tion of farmlands and forests, pollu-
tion of air and water, are some of the 
gravest impacts in financial terms. 
Recently, Ukraine's Ministry of En-
vironmental Protection and Natural 
Resources reported that over 6,000 
eco-crimes have been recorded, 
with estimated damages reaching 
up to 2.7 trillion UAH. While rebuild-
ing civilian infrastructure might take 
years, restoring the natural reserves, 
land, and water ecosystems could 
take decades, or even centuries. So 
why is there still no term like "eco-
cide" in international criminal law? 
Can Ukrainians succeed in including 
Russia’s environmental crimes in 
reparations?

“We need to set an example with our 
case, developing mechanisms with 
international partners that prevent 
future wars and punish aggressors 
severely for environmental destruc-
tion. Russia must face severe penal-
ties for the havoc it has wreaked on 
our lands and resources; it must fully 
compensate for these damages,” sta-
ted Minister of Environmental Protec-
tion Svitlana Hrynchuk in an interview 
with Ukrinform. She explained that 
Ukraine’s State Environmental Inspec-
tion Agency, working under the Cabi-
net of Ministers' guidelines, is collect-
ing data on damage to water, land, and 
forest resources, as well as on green-
house gas emissions from explosions 
and fires.

As of October 2024, there are 209 
criminal cases under investigation re-
lated to wartime environmental crimes, 
with 14 cases provisionally classified 
as “ecocide” under Article 441 of the 
Ukrainian Criminal Code. Hrynchuk 
emphasized that it is crucial for these 
crimes to be recognized not only by 
Ukrainian partners but also by inter-
national courts to ensure reparations 
are made. If Ukraine can hold Russia 
accountable for these environmental 
crimes ‒ a feat no country has achie-

ved after defeat ‒ it could set a prece-
dent to lessen environmental damage 
in future conflicts. Ukraine’s Deputy 
Minister of Environmental Protection, 
Olena Kramarenko, told RBC Ukraine 
that an international assessment of 
environmental harm is underway. “The 
OSCE, World Bank, and UN Develop-
ment Program are assisting us. They 
consult with us, jointly verifying our 
methods. Criteria for damages have 
been prepared, which could become 
part of the International Registry’s 
standards. We are also developing 
an IT platform to transfer Russia’s 
environmental damages to this regist-
ry. Once the ‘Environment’ catego-
ry opens, we’ll be ready to submit all 
documents with evidence.”

The State Environmental Inspection 
Agency also collects reports of envi-
ronmental incidents through the Eco-
Threat platform. According to the plat-
form, the destruction of the Kakhovka 
Hydroelectric Plant alone caused mo-
re than 146 billion UAH in damages last 
year. Over a thousand households and 
63,000 hectares of forest were flood-
ed. The explosion killed people as well 
as livestock and wildlife, including en-
dangered species like the sandy blind 
mole rat. “This mole rat, which lives 
exclusively in the flooded area of Kak-
hovka, is a unique species affected by 

the war,” explained ecologist Oleksiy 
Vasyluk to RBC Ukraine. Satellite ima-
ges suggest the mole rat has not go-
ne extinct ‒ fortunately, their burrows 
are visible. Russia’s destruction ex-
tends to other species, like Przewals-
ki’s horses. Part of the herd from 
Europe’s largest steppe reserve, Aska-
nia Nova, was transported to Russia. 
While a small population still roams 
the Chornobyl Biosphere Reserve, in-
cidents of these horses being injured 
by landmines have been reported.

The war has also escalated green-
house gas emissions, accelerating 
climate change. On September 20, 
Kyiv was shrouded in smog with an Air 
Quality Index of 173 US AQI, making 
it the world’s most polluted city that 
day. The cumulative wartime emissi-
ons total 180 million tons, more than 
the annual emissions of countries like 
Austria, Norway, or Romania. These 
emissions affect not only Ukraine but 
the world, undoing global climate 
efforts.

The conflict has also ignited dry 
vegetation, forests, and peatlands 

‒ fires that are extremely difficult to 
extinguish. “Putting out peat fires is a 
complex challenge. Even if we douse 
the surface, the peat below can conti-
nue smoldering, spreading deeper 
and deeper, requiring about a ton of 
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water per square meter to extinguish,” 
noted Kramarenko. Yurii Bolokhovets, 
head of Ukraine’s Forestry Agency, 
reported 351 forest fires in frontline 
areas, burning over 8,000 hectares. 

"Frontline forests are often mined, mak-
ing it impossible for firefighting teams 
to access burning areas,” he told 
LB.ua.

Water ecosystems are also seve-
rely affected. In Mykolaiv, Kherson, 
and other regions where water facili-
ties have been damaged, efforts to 
restore drinking water supplies are 
ongoing, with international partners 
providing purification equipment and 
monitoring supplies. Harmful substan-
ces have contaminated groundwater, 
wells, and rivers. A recent pollution 
event in the Desna River inflicted 530 
million UAH in damages on Sumy and 
Chernihiv regions. "Over 650 kilome-
ters of river are contaminated. No 
living organisms survived. This is un-
precedented ‒ a fully dead river in 
Europe,” said Serhii Zhuk, head of 
Chernihiv’s Environmental Inspection 
Agency, as reported by The Guardian.

Researchers from Ukraine’s Insti-
tute of Hydrobiology and Institute of 
Microbiology and Virology concluded 
that oxygen levels in the Desna drop-
ped to nearly zero due to wastewater 
from a Russian sugar factory. Around 
44 tons of dead fish were recovered 
near Chernihiv. By late October, oxy-
gen levels had returned to normal, yet 
full recovery could take years. “Rus-
sia’s environmental damage extends 
beyond Ukraine, highlighting the need 
for proactive emergency plans,” Kra-
marenko said.

The Ministry of Environmental Pro-
tection has repeatedly emphasized 
the potential for reparations to inclu-
de environmental damages, and is 
working with partners to secure this 
legally. Although some countries have 
pledged support, commitment from 
the international community at large 
remains a pressing issue. According 
to Kramarenko, the environmental 
consequences will last long into the 
future. Reforesting burned areas, for 
example, could take up to 90 years. 
While nature can heal itself, constant 
destruction severely impedes this 
process.

Scholarships are Changing Lives – 
and Ukraine – Right Now
Look at the impact donors have made on UCU students! 
UCU proudly distributed 511 named scholarships in 
the 2024-2025 academic year. We are so grateful to 
our generous donors for this support. When you help 
educate these students, you are laying the groundwork 
for the rebuilding of Ukraine. Thank you!

Would you like to help a Ukrainian student and be part of 
this success next year?

DONATE ANY AMOUNT NOW:  
UCUFOUNDATION.ORG/DONATE
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6240 San Juan Ave., Citrus Heights, CA 95610
Phone: (916) 725-5445

citrusplazacafe@gmail.com

facebook.com/citrusplazacatering/

Citrus Plaza MARKET
Ukrainian FOOD & CATERING

Monday - Saturday      9 AM - 10 PM
Sunday                            10 AM - 10 PM
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CREATE A 
FOR YOUR BUSINESS

Voted best of Palo Alto
6 years running

SERVICES:
Group Health Insurance
HR Services, 401k
Workers Compensation
General Liability and much more
(see website full list of services)�

CONTACT US TODAY:
Serge Barbir CEO
TOLL FREE 800.495.4172
P. 650.251.4228
Sbarbir@benefitexperts.com
www. benefitexperts.com

Benefit Experts is a full service, independent insurance agency 
with broad market access and unparalleled service. Benefit Experts 

is your one stop shop for all of your businesses insurance needs.

Міжнародна онлайн-конференція на честь 140-річчя 
українського жіночого руху відбудеться 7 грудня 2024 року

Союз Українок Америки (СУА) за-
прошує учасників з усього світу 
долучитися до міжнародної онлайн-
конференції, присвяченої 140-річчю 
українського жіночого руху. Захід 
відбудеться 7 грудня 2024 року.

Ця конференція відзначає важ-
ливу віху в історії українського жіно-
чого руху, який бере свій початок з 
8 грудня 1884 року, коли українська 
письменниця Наталія Кобринська 
заснувала «Товариство руських 
жінок» у Станіславові (нині Івано-
Франківськ). Ця новаторська органі-
зація заклала основу для адвокації 
за права та свободи жінок в Україні.

Метою заходу є вшанування цієї 
спадщини та відзначення видатних 
постатей, які розвивали жіночий 
рух в Україні та за її межами. Під час 
конференції обговорюватимуться 

140-річна історія руху, ключові здо-
бутки, що визначили роль жінок в 
українському суспільстві, а також 
вплив цих досягнень на сучасні 
ініціативи у сфері рівності, миро-
творчості, самореалізації, грома-
дянської видимості, агентства та 
професіоналізму. Конференція та-
кож розгляне перспективи майбут-
нього українського жіночого руху в 
різних секторах та сприятиме роз-
робці стратегій для підтримки про-
гресу прав жінок на глобальному 
рівні.

Інформація для реєстрації
Реєстрація до 6 грудня 2024 року 

на сайті www.unwla.org або на сто-
рінці у Facebook. Зареєстровані учас-
ники отримають повну програму 
конференції електронною поштою. 
Ви також можете зареєструватися 

на сторінці UNWLA у Facebook.
Мова конференції ‒ українська. 

Переклад на англійську буде доступ-
ний у текстовому форматі.

Контактна інформація
• Анна Петеліна, голова відділу 

освіти СУА
Електронна пошта: 

education@unwla.org
• Анна Березняк, менеджер з 

комунікацій СУА
Електронна пошта: 

communications@unwla.org
Організаційний комітет:
Союз Українок Америки, ВГО 

Союз Українок, Центр жіночих сту-
дій СУА при УКУ, Наукове товарист-
во історії дипломатії та міжнарод-
них відносин, Фонд термінових дій 
для феміністичного активізму
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Total enemy combat losses

UKRAINIAN NEWS

According to the General Staff, the 
total combat losses of the enemy from 
February 24, 2022 to September 30, 
2024 are approximately as follows:

Personnel ‒ 694,950 people were 
eliminated,

Tanks ‒ 9,156 units,
Armored personnel carriers ‒ 

18,450 units,
Artillery systems ‒ 20,013  units,
MLRS ‒ 1,243 units,
Air defense systems ‒ 994 units,
Aircraft ‒ 369 units,
Helicopters ‒ 329 units,
Operational and tactical level UAVs 

‒ 18,063 units,
Cruise missiles ‒ 2,627 units,
Ships and boats ‒ 28 units,
Submarines ‒ 1 unit,
Vehicles and tankers ‒ 27,961 units,
Special equipment ‒ 3,570 units.

Military aid for 
Ukraine

USA
The United States has decided to 

allocate $20 billion to Ukraine. The 
funds will be provided as part of the 
G7 loan, derived from profits from 
frozen Russian assets.

Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal cla-
rified that the funds will be directed 
toward "Ukraine’s most critical finan-
cial needs" in 2025.

The United States is preparing ano-
ther aid package aimed at strengthe-
ning the Ukrainian Armed Forces. 
Ukraine will receive $800 million from 
the U.S. to manufacture domestic 
drones.

Additionally, $400 million is alloca-
ted in a new military aid package.

On October 16, Joe Biden held a 
phone conversation with Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, during which he 

On October 22, the European Parlia-
ment approved a loan of up to 35 billion 
euros for Ukraine, to be financed by 
revenue from frozen Russian assets.

This decision was supported by 518 
members of the European Parliament, 
with 56 against and 61 abstaining.

This €35 billion loan is part of the G7-
EU package, agreed upon last June, 
to provide up to $50 billion (approxi-
mately €45 billion) in financial support 
to Ukraine. The final contribution from 
the EU may be lower, depending on 
the loan amounts provided by other G7 
partners, according to the official site.

The payments are scheduled for 
2025.

It is also noted that the European 
Union will extend the mandate of the 
EU Military Assistance Mission (EU-
MAM) to train Ukrainian military per-
sonnel. This was announced by EU 
High Representative Josep Borrell at 
a press conference on October 14.

He stated that the training mission 
will be extended for another two years.

Germany
The German defense corporation 

Rheinmetall has supplied Ukraine with 
another twenty Marder infantry fight-
ing vehicles.

The latest batch of 20 Marder IFVs, 
provided to Ukraine, was ordered and 
funded by the German government.

The total number of combat vehicles 
sent to Ukraine under the so-called 

"ring exchange" agreement has now 
reached around 200 units, over a hun-
dred of which are Marder 1A3 models.

The ring exchange agreement also 
includes the supply of other equipment 
such as Marders and Leopard tanks.

The Marders sent to Ukraine are 
equipped with modern laser rangefind-
ers, significantly increasing accuracy 
in targeting on the battlefield.

The German government has deli-
vered a new military aid package to 
the Ukrainian Armed Forces. The list 
includes armored vehicles, shells, and 
other weapons.

Ukraine received eight Leopard 1A5 
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tanks, 20 Marder infantry fighting ve-
hicles, six Panzerhaubitze 2000 howit-
zers, two WISENT 1 engineering vehi-
cles, and four vehicles with mine and 
ambush protection.

The package also includes:
• Shells for tanks and 24,000 artillery 

rounds;
• Air defense missiles and Sea 

Sparrow missiles;
• 30 Vector reconnaissance drones;
• 100 H-PEMBS portable 

mine-clearing systems and 90 mine 
detectors;

• 3,000 RGW 90 anti-tank grenade 
launchers, 25,000 rounds of 40mm 
caliber ammunition;

• 460 MK 556 assault rifles, 90 HLR 
338 sniper rifles, 30 CR 308 rifles, and 
3,000 SFP9 pistols.

Additionally, the German govern-
ment announced plans to supply 
Ukraine with AIM-9L missiles, 4,000 
strike drones, 360 SONGBIRD recon-
naissance drones, and 40mm ammu-
nition.

It was also recently announced that 
Germany, along with Belgium, Den-
mark, and Norway, plans to provide 
Ukraine with a new aid package worth 
€1.4 billion by the end of the year.

The package will include IRIS-T air 
defense systems, Skynex complexes, 
a Gepard anti-aircraft system, guided 
howitzers, armored vehicles, combat 
drones, radars, and ammunition.

The German official added that 
Ukraine recently received a new €600 
million arms package, which included 
the fifth IRIS-T SLM system, tanks, 
howitzers, and ammunition.

It was also reported that at the end 
of September, Germany agreed to 
increase its military assistance to 
Ukraine by €400 million.

United Kingdom
The United Kingdom will provide 

Ukraine with a loan of £2.26 billion 
(about $2.93 billion), funded by inco-
me from frozen Russian assets.

The British loan is intended to sup-
port Ukraine’s military budget, allow-
ing the country to invest in key equip-
ment to aid its efforts in the war against 
Russia.

This funding includes support for 
air defense, artillery, and other equip-
ment. Additionally, the funds comple-
ment the UK's existing annual military 
assistance to Kyiv of £3 billion.

The UK emphasized that the loan 
will be repaid through the profits from 
frozen Russian assets.

Furthermore, another group of 
Ukrainian pilots has completed train-
ing in Britain. In total, the United King-
dom has trained 200 Ukrainian pilots 

who will soon be flying F-16 fighter jets.
France
France will provide more arms to 

Ukraine, financed by interest from fro-
zen Russian assets. Specifically, the 
European country will supply Ukraine 
with 12 more Caesar self-propelled ar-
tillery systems.

According to French Defense Min-
ister Sébastien Lecornu, France "re-
covered" €300 million in interest from 
frozen Russian assets to purchase mi-
litary equipment for Ukraine by the end 
of the year, including 12 new Caesar 
guns.

This amount enabled the order 
of 12 new Caesar guns for delivery 
to Ukraine, along with 155mm shells, 
Astra missiles, AASM guided bombs, 
firing positions, and missiles.

It is also noted that the first delivery 
of Mirage 2000-5 aircraft from France, 
scheduled for early next year, will in-
clude three aircraft.

The French planes will be armed 
with Scalp cruise missiles and AASM 
bombs for air-to-ground combat mis-
sions. However, the aircraft will first 
need to be modified, and pilots and 
mechanics trained.

Lithuania
Lithuania has agreed to invest €10 

million in the production of Ukraine’s 
domestically made "Palianytsia" mis-
sile-drone, developed this year.

"Lithuania will invest €10 million in 
the production of the Palianytsia mis-
sile-drone using a 'Danish model' ap-
proach, directly funding the Ukrainian 
manufacturer," the statement read.

The Ukrainian Palianytsia missile-
drone was developed over 18 months. 
It can reach several dozen Russian 
military airfields, costing less than a 
million dollars—cheaper than compa-
rable models.

Ukraine used the Palianytsia mis-
sile-drone for the first time on August 
24 this year.

Netherlands
The Dutch company DeltaQuad 

will supply Ukraine with €42.6 million 
worth of ISR (Intelligence, Surveillance 
& Reconnaissance) reconnaissance 
drones.

This is the first specific implemen-
tation of the Drone Action Plan, an-
nounced by Defense Minister Ruben 
Brekelmans during his recent visit to 
Ukraine.

ISR drones will give the Ukrainian 
Armed Forces real-time intelligence 
gathering and battlefield monitoring 
capabilities, which are crucial for pro-
tecting defensive lines from Russian 
aggression.

Overall, €400 million has been allo-

cated for the Drone Action Plan, more 
than half of which will support Dutch 
industry.

For security reasons, information on 
the quantity, types of drones, and de-
livery schedules is not disclosed.

Additionally, the Dutch government 
decided to allocate extra funds for 
purchasing artillery ammunition for 
Ukraine’s Armed Forces.

The Netherlands plans to allocate an 
additional €271 million for large-cali-
ber ammunition for Ukraine.

In early October, the Netherlands 
delivered a batch of F-16 fighter jets to 
Ukraine, with another 24 expected to 
be delivered soon.

Canada
Canada will provide Ukraine with a 

new military aid package that includes 
firearms, ammunition, and protective 
gear.

The package, valued at CAD 64.8 
million (USD 47 million), also includes 
funding for training Ukrainian forces.

This new package is part of a CAD 
500 million military financing plan 
announced by Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau in July.

Since the start of Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine in 2022, Canada has pro-
vided CAD 4.5 billion in military aid. In 
September, Canada began training 
Ukrainians to operate F-16s.

Recently, Canada provided Ukraine 
with nearly $300 million in concession-
al credit. The funds will be allocated to 
priority budget expenses, with a loan 
term of 10 years at 1.5% per annum.

Norway
Norwegian authorities are preparing 

to deliver a batch of American F-16 
fighter jets to Ukraine’s Armed Forces.

Defense Minister Rustem Umerov 
stated that Ukraine will receive six air-
craft. The deliveries are expected "in 
the near future."

Australia
The Australian government will pro-

vide the Ukrainian Armed Forces with 
a new military aid package worth $245 
million.

According to ABC, citing Defense 
Minister Pat Conroy, the package will 
include 49 decommissioned Abrams 
M1A1 tanks.

Journalists note that the U.S., as 
the producing country, has already 
approved the transfer of the tanks to 
Ukraine. It is known that only some of 
the "Abrams" tanks will require resto-
ration before shipment to Europe.

United Kingdom 
Enforces Largest 
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Ukraine Signs 
Bilateral Security 
Agreement with 
Greece

Ukrainian Navy 
Participates in 
NATO Drone 
Exercises for the 
First Time

First North Kore-
an Military Units 
Arrive in Combat 
Zone

EU Condemns 
Russia’s Killing of 
Ukrainian POWs

On October 17, the United Kingdom 
introduced its largest sanctions pack-
age to date against Russia’s shadow 
fleet of oil tankers, targeting over 40 
tankers linked to Putin’s interests.

Additionally, the UK imposed re-
strictions on four more liquefied gas 
carriers belonging to the Russian gas 
company Rusgazdobycha.

The press office reported that in 
2023 alone, these sanctioned oil tank-
ers earned Russia an estimated $4.9 
billion. Sovcomflot, Russia’s largest 
shipping company, has been forced to 
rename ships to evade Western sanc-
tions.

In July, the UK had expanded sanc-
tions on Russia’s shadow fleet. This 
week, Ukraine’s Foreign Minister 
urged allies to “take decisive action” 
against Russia’s shadow fleet.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy and Greek Prime Minister 
Kyriakos Mitsotakis signed a bilater-
al security cooperation agreement in 
Brussels.

The agreement signifies Greece’s 
commitment to meet Ukraine’s most 
urgent defense needs.

Athens pledged additional resour-
ces to expedite training for Ukrainian 
pilots and technical personnel for F-16 
aircraft.

The first units of North Korean sol-
diers have arrived in the combat zone 
of the Russia-Ukraine war, as reported 
by Ukraine's Defense Intelligence 
Directorate.

According to Ukrainian intelligence, 
the arrival of North Korean soldiers 
was recorded on Wednesday, October 
23, in Russia’s Kursk region.

Training for North Korean forces is 
being conducted at five military train-

For the first time, Ukraine’s Naval 
Forces took part in NATO’s largest 
drone-based maritime exercise—REP-

The European Union has strongly 
condemned the killing of Ukrainian 
prisoners of war by Russian forces, 
describing it as yet another heinous 
example of Russia's mistreatment of 
Ukrainians.

The EU reports that the number of 
Ukrainian POWs executed by Russian 
forces continues to rise. According to 
verified sources, at least 177 Ukrainian 
POWs have died in Russian captivity 
since the war began.

Reports confirm that on October 
10, Russian forces executed nine 
Ukrainian soldiers in Russia’s Kursk 
region. Previously, on October 1, 16 
Ukrainian POWs were killed in Donetsk 
after surrendering.

“These incidents are appalling and 
represent serious violations of the Ge-
neva Conventions. They demonstrate 
Russia’s ongoing and systematic dis-
regard for international law, particu-
larly international humanitarian law. 
Russia has clear obligations under 
the UN Charter and international law, 
which it must uphold,” the EU noted.

The UN Human Rights Office has 
already confirmed the systematic use 
of various forms of torture, including 
sexual violence, against Ukrainian 
POWs by Russian captors. The EU also 
condemns the lack of access to the 
outside world for prisoners and the 
denial of humanitarian access to inde-
pendent observers.

The EU has reaffirmed its commit-
ment to holding accountable all per-
petrators and enablers of Russia’s war 
crimes against Ukraine.

MUS 24—focused on integrating un-
manned systems in naval operations.

Using the DELTA combat system, 
Ukrainian forces coordinated over 50 
unmanned vehicles of various types ‒ 
subsurface, marine, land, and aerial.

"During the exercise, DELTA also suc-
cessfully connected to and received 
location data on the German robotic 
dog Robotics-L from Rheinmetall," 
the report states.

The exercises, held off the coast 
of Troia, Portugal, from September 
9 to 27, practiced the use of drones 
for tasks including anti-submarine 
warfare, neutralizing sea mines, and 
protecting critical underwater infra-
structure, according to the Ministry of 
Defense.

DELTA’s integration with other 
combat systems facilitated real-time 
data sharing and the differentiation 
of “friend” and “foe,” significantly im-
proving operational management and 
coordination.

Sanctions Package 
on Putin's Shadow 
Fleet

The agreement also outlines expan-
ded cooperation in defense, support 
for sanctions against Russia, and col-
laborations in culture, education, and 
the arts.

Overall, Ukraine has now signed 27 
such security agreements.



HROMADA N°84 | San Francisco | November 2024

To place ads, advertisement, and other messages: info@hromada.us
Hromada, PO Box 7026, 7 Pixley Ave, Corte Madera, CA 94976

19

Two Groups of 
Ukrainian Children 
Returned from 
Temporarily 
Occupied 
Territories

UN Assesses 
Population Decline 
in Ukraine Due to 
Full-Scale Russian 
Invasion

95 Defenders 
Returned to 
Ukraine from 
Russian Captivity

Ukrainian 
Journalist Viktoria 
Roshchyna Dies in 

Ukraine’s population has shrunk by 
10 million people, or roughly a quarter, 
since Russia’s full-scale invasion. Con-
tributing factors include refugee out-
flows, declining birth rates, and war-re-
lated deaths.

In 2021, Ukraine’s population stood 
at about 40 million. A precise assess-
ment of the war's impact on population 
numbers will only be possible after the 
conflict ends.

The main factor in the population 
decrease has been the outflow of refu-
gees abroad—about 6.7 million people 
have left.

Another contributing factor is the 
loss of lives. “It’s difficult to provide 
exact numbers, but estimates sug-
gest that the death toll reaches tens of 
thousands,” according to the UN.

On October 23, five families with 
six children were able to return to 
Ukrainian-controlled territory.

The children, aged 3 to 17, had been 
living in the temporarily occupied ter-
ritories of Kherson, Zaporizhzhia, and 
Crimea.

Earlier in October, another seven 
children and their parents, including 
two orphans, returned to Ukrainian 
territory. These children had also been 
residing in temporarily occupied are-
as of Kherson and Crimea.

One of the returned families includes 
Marina and her three-year-old daugh-
ter Anya. Kadyrovite forces threatened 
to take the child away and pressured 
the mother to obtain Russian docu-
ments, but despite these threats, Mari-
na managed to escape to Ukraine.

On October 18, Ukraine and Russia 
conducted another prisoner exchange 
through mediation by the UAE. Anoth-
er 95 defenders returned home from 
Russian captivity.

President Zelenskyy noted that 
among the exchanged fighters were 
defenders of Mariupol and Azovstal, 
as well as soldiers from Donetsk, Lu-
hansk, Kharkiv, Kyiv, Chernihiv, and 
Kherson regions.

Dmytro Lubinets added that the 58th 
prisoner exchange included soldiers 
from the Armed Forces of Ukraine, the 
National Guard of Ukraine, the State 
Border Guard Service of Ukraine, the 
National Police of Ukraine, and Ukrai-
ne's Territorial Defense. The exchange 
was mediated by the UAE.

The exchange included 34 service-
men of the Azov Regiment who had de-
fended Mariupol for 86 days.

“Exchanges involving Azov fighters 
are gradually becoming systematic, 
thanks to the joint efforts and per-
sistence of all those involved at every 
level. About 900 Azov soldiers remain 
in Russian prisons. Our collective goal 
is to bring each one home,” said Denys 
Prokopenko, the commander of the 
Azov Brigade.

Among those returned was human 
rights activist and soldier Maksym But-
kevych.

Butkevych joined the Ukrainian 
Armed Forces in March 2022 and 
was captured in June near Zolote and 
Hirske in Luhansk.

In March, the so-called courts of the 
self-proclaimed Donetsk and Luhansk 
People's Republics sentenced the 
Ukrainian human rights activist, jour-
nalist, and soldier Maksym Butkevych 
to 13 years in prison.

Ukrainian journalist Viktoria Rosh-
chyna, abducted by Russian forces 
on temporarily occupied territory, has 
died in captivity. She had been on the 
list for exchange, with her return alre-
ady agreed upon.

Roshchyna worked for the media 
outlet Hromadske, reporting from oc-
cupied territories after Russia’s inva-
sion. In March 2022, she was detained 
by the occupiers but released after a 
week. Last October, it was reported 
that she had gone missing, with no 
contact since August. Later, the SBU 
confirmed that she had been abducted 
and was being held captive.

As of early June, 91 media repre-
sentatives in Ukraine have died, with 
30 journalists held captive by the 
occupiers.

Additionally, Russians have seized 
at least 27 Ukrainian media offices to 
spread their propaganda on occupied 
Ukrainian territories.

ing grounds in Russia’s Far East. After 
several weeks of unit integration, the 
Kremlin plans to deploy the North Ko-
rean forces to the front lines.

“Estimates from Ukraine’s Defense 
Intelligence Directorate suggest that 
around 12,000 North Korean soldiers 
have been transferred to Russia, in-
cluding 500 officers and three generals 
from Pyongyang,” the statement said.

The Directorate also disclosed the 
person tasked by the Kremlin with 
overseeing the preparation and ad-
aptation of North Korean troops. This 
responsibility was assigned to Russi-
an Deputy Defense Minister Yunus-
Bek Yevkurov.

"The North Korean soldiers sent by 
Pyongyang are being outfitted with 
equipment, bedding, winter clothing, 
and hygiene supplies. Moscow, follow-
ing established norms, will allocate 50 
meters of toilet paper and 300 grams 
of soap to each North Korean monthly," 
the intelligence agency added.

Russian Captivity
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DESSEE BAKERY: A TASTE 
OF UKRAINE BORN IN CALIFORNIA

In a world where Ukrainian traditions 
intertwine with American reality, a new 
business has become iconic. This is 
the story of Dessee Bakery, located in 
Silicon Valley, California. Founded by 
the Kotsiubynskyi family, this bakery 
is more than a patisserie; it is a symbol 
of the unbreakable spirit of Ukrainian 
immigrants.

From Lviv to San Francisco: The 
path to a new dream

Andrii and Aliona embarked on 
their journey to the United States in 
August 2022. This decision was far 
from spontaneous ‒ it had been con-
sidered for a long time, encouraged 
by family members in America who 
offered support through the United 
for Ukraine program. “America isn’t 
about a dream, it’s about hard work,” 
Aliona reflects, as they face the chal-
lenges of adapting to new surround-
ings. Immigrants encounter numerous 
obstacles here, and a life free from 
daily struggles is often only achievab-
le for the next generations.

A family business in the making
What started as a mere idea beca-

me a reality in just five months. “The 
idea came to us on May 10, and by Oc-
tober 10, we were up and running,” say 
the Kotsiubynskyi family. In that time, 
they navigated countless bureaucra-
tic hurdles, obtained licenses, and 
established supply chains.

“We spent a lot of time analyzing the 
market and eventually realized that 
California lacks European-level pastry 
quality and service,” Aliona explains. 
The bakery offers a variety of pastries 
including croissants, éclairs, macaro-
ons, cakes, mousse pastries, and tart-
lets, all known for their quality and tra-
ditional European flavors. The unique 
touch is the handmade nature of their 
products, which gives each item a spe-
cial taste and appearance. Despite 
using American ingredients ‒ which 
differ significantly in quality and com-
position from Ukrainian ones ‒ the 
taste remains authentic.

Quality Above All

Opening a bakery in the United 
States is no easy feat. “America is a 
bureaucratic country, and nothing 
happens without a lot of paperwork,” 
the founders explain. For Andrii and 
Aliona, it is about more than just run-
ning a business; it is a chance to re-
present their country’s traditions, if 
only a little. For Ukrainian holidays, the 
bakery will feature traditional pastries 
like pampukhy (Ukrainian donuts) and 
pasky (Easter breads) ‒ the familiar 
flavors that Ukrainian people miss in 
their “new life.”

“Our goal is to show that Ukrainians 
are skilled professionals who uphold 
high standards in everything they do,” 
say the Kotsiubynskyi family. They 
have ambitious plans to grow the ba-
kery and dream of opening new loca-
tions in major cities across California.

In addition, the bakery is geared for 
large-scale production. Baking up 
to three thousand items a day, they 
are prepared to meet the demands of 
even their largest clients.

Collaborating with event 
managers

Andrii actively builds relationships 
with clients and customers, seeking 
out connections with event managers 
from companies like Google, Meta, 
Apple, as well as with wedding plan-
ners, restaurant and café owners, and 
hotels. The bakery offers catering 
services for various events, including 
weddings and corporate gatherings.

“We want to showcase what Ukraini-
an taste, service, and quality are all 
about,” he emphasizes.

Searching for talent and building 
the team

Most employees at the bakery are 
Ukrainians. This tradition remains im-
portant to the owners, who want the 
products to reflect genuine Ukrainian 
flavor. Andrii points out that having 
Ukrainians on the team is essential, 
as they best understand the traditio-
nal recipes. They already have a few 
employees, but the team still needs to 
expand.

Dessee openly appeals to the 
Ukrainian community for support. The 
owners are looking for talented past-
ry chefs to help grow the business. 

“Our doors are always open to those 
who want to bring a piece of Ukraine 
to the world,” Andrii says. Now, the 
taste of Ukraine lives in the heart of 
California, bridging cultures and sha-
ring the warmth of home.

Dreams for the future
Andrii and Aliona dream of further 

expansion. They plan to open bakeries 
in every major Californian city and 
eventually establish their own cafes. 

“We see ourselves not only in California 
but across America,” Andrii says.

A call to the community
“Our biggest wish is for the war to 

finally end,” the Kotsiubynskyi family 
concludes. They are certain that any 
business can be built, but lost lives 
are the greatest tragedy. “We want 
people to know we are here, doing 
everything possible to promote Ukrai-
nian culture.”

Lisa Hots
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Chez Nous Café
2159 Roosevelt Ave.,

Redwood City, CA 94061

(650) 333-8937

Orest Balytsky D.M.D.

(707) 763�2170

Diplomate, American Board of Endodontics

www.petalumaendo.com
orbendo17@msn.com
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EVENTS 2024

NOVEMBER
Нд/Su Пн/Mo Вт/Tu

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

Ср/We Чт/Th Пт/Fr Сб/Sa

16 NOV

16 NOV

Матерів в Молитві
Where: 4837 Amber Ln. 

Sacramento, CA 95841
When: Saturday, 4 PM
Запрошуємо Вас відсвяткувати 

разом із нами 10-ту річницю 
МАТЕРІВ B МОЛИТВІ, САКРАМЕНТО

Вхід $50
Усі зібрані кошти буде скеровано 

на стипендію для навчання у 
освітньому закладу ім. Св. Івана 
Боско, (м.Львів) для соціально 
незахищених молодих талановитих 
студентів, які постраждали від війни.

Оплата / пожертва тут:
https://www.paypal.com/
donate/?hosted_button_
id=HN4GUWFW53QU6

Ukrainian Event Center and Music 
Hall, St. Michaels Ukrainian 

МАТЕРІ В 
МОЛИТВІ | 
SACRAMENTO

UKRAINE'S 
CULTURAL 
FORCES 
MUSIC TOUR 
OF THANKS 
COMES TO SAN 
FRANCISCO

Orthodox Church
Where: Saint Michael Ukrainian 

Orthodox Church, 345 7th St, San 
Francisco CA, 94103

Коли: Saturday, 6 PM
Seven Ukrainian warfighters, world-

class professional musicians before 
the war, arrived in the United States 
to thank the American people for 
support and raise awareness about 
the Ukrainian fight for freedom and 
democracy. Several musicians were 
grievously wounded in combat but 
after recovery returned to active duty.

Two bandura players, an opera 
singer, a violinist, a pianist, a country 
singer, and a poet will present 
renditions of a wide variety of music, 
from Ukrainian and world classics to 
covers of popular hits and country 
tunes. Performances will feature 
the traditional Ukrainian folk string 
instrument, the bandura.

Cultural Forces’ 2-month national 
tour is rounding up in San Francisco 
with a performance in the Ukrainian 
Event Center and Music Hall on 
November 16th at 6PM. 
https://www.facebook.com/
events/509505728725238/

17 NOV

Southern California Holodomor 
Genocide Committee, Ukrainian 
Culture Center, Consul General of 
Ukraine

Where: 4315 Melrose Avenue, Los 
Angeles, CA, United States, CA 90029

When: Sunday, 2 PM – 5 PM
The Southern California Holodomor 

Genocide Committee, the Ukrainian 
Culture Center, and the Consul 
General of Ukraine, Dmytro 
Kushneruk, invite you to the 91st 

commemoration of the Holodomor 
Genocide of 1932–1933. This will 
occur at Gloria Molina Grand Park 
by the Holodomor Memorial Plaque. 
This was a tragic episode in history 
whereby the Soviet Russian regime 
attempted to eliminate the Ukrainian 
language, religion, intellectual elite, 
and way of life. Millions of people 
were exterminated as the usual 

91ST 
HOLODOMOR 
COMMEMORA-
TION | LOS 
ANGELES

genocidal means of dehumanizing 
and brutally killing Ukrainians. Your 
presence at this commemoration 
embodies the mantra “Never again!”. 
We are honored to have Professor 
Emeritus Norman Naimark of 
Stanford University as our keynote 
speaker. Professor Naimark has an 
international reputation as an expert in 
genocide and is the author of several 
books on the subject, including 

“Stalin’s Genocides” and “Genocide: A 
World History”.

In Dante’s words: “The hottest 
places in Hell are reserved for those 
who, in a period of moral crisis, 
maintain their neutrality”.
https://www.facebook.com/
events/924708416083041/

23 NOV

St. Volodymyr Ukrainian Catholic 
Mission

Where: Ukrainian Catholic Center 
of St Volodymyr, 445 Washington 
Street, Santa Clara, CA 95050

When: Saturday, 2 PM – 5 PM
23 листопада 2024 року, 

єднаючись з Україною, у храмі 
св. Володимира, відбудеться 
молитва за невинно вбитих Жертв 
Голодомо́рів. Початок о 8:30 

ДЕНЬ ПАМ'ЯТІ 
ВШАНУВАННЯ 
ЖЕРТВ 
ГОЛОДОМОРІВ 
| SANTA CLARA

21 NOV

23 ЛИС/NOV

DAY OF 
DIGNITY AND 
FREEDOM

HOLODOMOR 
MEMORIAL DAY

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdhsQig6CX401yD862q_8sHUTkGkGC9k8TsNM5M_Zd4iWd6Ng/
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=HN4GUWFW53QU6
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=HN4GUWFW53QU6
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=HN4GUWFW53QU6
https://www.facebook.com/events/509505728725238/
https://www.facebook.com/events/509505728725238/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdhsQig6CX401yD862q_8sHUTkGkGC9k8TsNM5M_Zd4iWd6Ng/
https://www.facebook.com/events/924708416083041/
https://www.facebook.com/events/924708416083041/
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23 NOV

год. У програмі запалення свічок, 
Божественна Літургія, панахида, 
слово о. Романа.
https://www.facebook.com/
events/1895768551193269/

24 NOV
BANDURAGIRL ‒ 
БЛАГОДІЙНИЙ 
КОНЦЕРТ ДЛЯ 
ПІДТРИМКИ 
ЗСУ | SAN 
FRANCISCO 

BANDURAGIRL ‒ 
БЛАГОДІЙНИЙ 
КОНЦЕРТ ДЛЯ 
ПІДТРИМКИ 
ЗСУ | SANTA 
CLARA 

30 NOV

Event by BanduraGirl & Immaculate 
Conception Ukrainian Catholic 
Church

Where: Immaculate Conception 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, 215 
Silliman St, San Francisco, CA 94134

When: Sunday, 5 PM – 7 PM
Anastasiya Voytyuk, also known 

as Banduragirl, is a singer, promoter 
of Ukrainian folk culture, and a 
virtuoso of the bandura ‒ Ukraine’s 
national instrument. She produces 
performative, educational, and 
experimental projects in the Unbeaten 
Path NGO, which she leads. 

In 2023-2024, Anastasiya was 
a delegate for Ukraine at Celtic 
Connections in the UK, English Folk 
Expo and WOMEX, participated twice 
in the Global Musician Workshop in 
Boston’s Conservatory of Music in the 
US, and did charitable tours in the UK, 
South Africa, and the USA

Although her shows in the Bay Area 
are solo performances, back home 
Anastasiya also leads the Ukrainian 
folk fusion band Troye Zillia which, 
from the beginning of the war, became 

BanduraGirl & St. Volodymyr 
Ukrainian Catholic Mission

Where: St. Volodymyr Ukrainian 
Catholic Mission, 455 Washington St, 
Santa Clara, CA 95050

When: Saturday, 6 PM
Anastasiya Voytyuk, also known 

as Banduragirl, is a singer, promoter 
of Ukrainian folk culture, and a 
virtuoso of the bandura ‒ Ukraine’s 
national instrument. She produces 
performative, educational, and 
experimental projects in the Unbeaten 
Path NGO, which she leads. In 2017, 
she created and launched the Lviv 
Bandura Fest ‒ the modern bandura 
music festival of Lviv, Ukraine which 
ran for four years. During the COVID 
lockdowns, Anastasiya co-created the 
online school Music Up for musicians 
learning management and marketing. 
Anastasiya also co-created the 
Bandura mobile app, which lets 
users play six different Ukrainian folk 
instruments.

When Ukraine was brutally invaded 
in 2022, almost all of Anastasiya’s 
projects and festivals came to a 
halt, as she switched her focus to 
three things: benefit concerts, folk 
singing workshops, and international 
educational programs about 
Ukraine. In 2023-2024, Anastasiya 
was a delegate for Ukraine at Celtic 
Connections in the UK, English Folk 
Expo and WOMEX, participated twice 
in the Global Musician Workshop in 
Boston’s Conservatory of Music in the 
US, and did charitable tours in the UK, 
South Africa, and the USA

Although her shows in the Bay 
Area are solo performances, back 
home Anastasiya also leads the 
Ukrainian folk fusion band Troye 

КОЛЯДУЄ 
ВСЯ РОДИНА | 
SACRAMENTO
Ukraine Support Foundation ‒ USF

Where: Holy Trinity Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church, 2531 Rio Linda Blvd 
Sacramento, CA 95815

When: Saturday, 5 PM
Запрошуємо вас на святковий 

вечір колядок та різдвяних традицій! 
Волонтери Ukrainian Support 
Foundation ‒ USF (Фонду Підтримки 
України) організовують унікальний 
захід, де ви зможете поринути в 
атмосферу Різдва за українськими 
традиціями. У програмі: колядки, 
театралізовані вистави та 
неповторний різдвяний дух.

Ціна квитка для дорослих $75. 
Усі зібрані кошти (100%) будуть 
спрямовані на допомогу Збройним 
Силам України.

Приходьте разом із сім'єю 
та друзями, щоб не лише 
насолодитися магією Різдва, але й 
підтримати наших захисників!

Слідкуйте за нашою сторінкою 
та цим івентом ‒ ми додаватимемо 
більше інформації про те, що чекає 
на вас під час події.
https://docs.google.com/forms/
d/1BOYRCZIfqTLgY3zlN9niu_0_TNy_
zKhrJMljX2Ux2ks/viewform?edit_
requested=true

https://www.facebook.com/
events/1949794858847558/

Zillia which, from the beginning of 
the war, became a Ukrainian-Polish 
group, when two of the original 
Ukrainian participants could no longer 
participate. The band breathes new 
life into Ukrainian ancient folk songs 
from various regions of Ukraine, 
showcasing the archaic polyphonic 
singing within contemporary musical 
forms. The work of Troye Zillia is a real 
fusion of folk bandura and singing and 
contemporary jazz drums, keyboards, 
and synthesizers, and now with bass 
and clarinet, as well.

Tickets: $45.00
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/
ticketing/7e2d42ce-5f2b-46e3-85d3-
ac486bb4bd9c

https://www.facebook.com/
events/924125802950122/
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