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THE TIME OF THE DISASTER

President of Ukraine Volodymyr
Zelenskyy warns of the possibility of
Russia committing a terrorist act at
the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant
with a radiation release. In fact, this
could be another “controlled disas-
ter,” which — as the experience of the
Kakhovka hydroelectric power plant
shows — could well become uncontrol-
lable and lead to consequences that
even Putin does not expect.

U.S. President Joseph Biden warns
that the nuclear threats of the Russian
president should not be taken lightly.
This statement shows that the White
House is convinced: Putin is ready
to do anything to avoid looking like a
loser in the war he started in February
2022.

Russian troops have to repel the
Ukrainian offensive and fear losing
the territories they seized in 2014-
2022. No one is talking about the oc-
cupation of new territories yet, even
though the war was started not for the
sake of a few regions, but to establish
control over the whole of Ukraine — in
fact, the Kremlin has never hidden this.
But Putin has no intention of giving up
his intention to destroy Ukraine, if not
conquer it. “Alexander the Great” is tur-
ning into Herostratus before our eyes.

The explosion of the Kakhovka NPP
and plans for an accident at the Zapor-
izhzhya NPP remind us of the events of
last winter, when all of Russia’s efforts
were aimed primarily at destroying
Ukraine’s critical infrastructure. This
did not solve much from a military po-
int of view. Instead, it was an attack
on the civilian population. Putin sim-
ply wanted to turn Ukraine into an icy
desert, to make its cities uninhabitab-
le. Yes, it turned out that this intention
was not realized, but it was there.

After the Kakhovka hydroelectric

power plant was blown up, the large
industrial cities of Dnipropetrovska ob-
last, which suffer from Russian shell-
ing, such as Kryvyi Rih, Nikopol and
Pokrov, remain at risk. Now not only is
the survival of the city’s mainstays at
stake, but also the water supply itself,
as the Russians continue to strike at
critical infrastructure. And, of course,
if the Kremlin does decide to organi-
ze an accident at the ZNPP, they will
try to organize it in such a way as to
make several other large Ukrainian
cities uninhabitable.

War through the organization of di-
sasters is not a proof of strength, it is
a proof of the Kremlin’s impotence.
But this does not make it any easier
for people who are forced to leave their
homes because of Putin’s madness.
Understanding that Putin’s misanthro-
pic actions are proof of powerless-
ness, not strength, does not answer
the question of how to deal with the
environmental and humanitarian situ-
ation that has arisen after the Kakhov-
ka hydroelectric power plant explosi-
on and what to do if an accident does
occur at the ZNPP — not only in the
case of a possible explosion of the
plant on Putin’s orders, but also be-
cause of textbook Russian brainia.

However, no, | have one answer to
these questions: it is important to pre-
vent this from happening. The mere
willingness to accept Putin’s calcu-
lation of a long war and “help Ukraine
as long as necessary” without provid-
ing it with security guarantees is a di-
rect road to a war of catastrophes and
the transformation of part of Ukraine
into a lifeless deserted territory. Putin
may well be satisfied with a long war.
Each new month of it, each new year
of it, will allow him to torture Ukraine,
destabilize the West, and strengthen
the totalitarian regime in Russia itself.
But why should the civilized world,
which has already seen the serious-
ness of Putin’s plans and the Russian
president’s willingness to cross any
“red lines,” live under this scenario?

Especially since it is obvious that
the destruction of the Kakhovka hyd-
roelectric power plant is indeed a new
stage in the war — the stage of revenge.

The Russian president and his cro-
nies are realizing that at this stage
they cannot win a military victory and
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dismantle the Ukrainian state. In Rus-
sia, they are already talking about
this openly. In particular, Konstantin
Zatulin, a member of the State Duma,
has said that Ukraine will exist even
after the war. And Russian Foreign Mi-
nister Sergei Lavrov has repeatedly
argued that the supply of modern
weapons to Ukraine is “dragging out
the war.” What should we do then?

Destroy it! The breach of the Kak-
hovka hydroelectric dam forces the
Ukrainian leadership to think not only
about a possible offensive, but also
about the need to eliminate the con-
sequences of a large-scale disaster.
Even if the entire Kherson region is
liberated by Ukrainian troops, its left
bank will turn into an environmental
disaster zone for a long time. Crimea
also faces a difficult fate.

Even before Russia’s attack on
Ukraine in February 2022, observers
noted that the absence of water from
the North Crimean Canal, which was
shut down after the annexation of
Crimea in 2014, was bringing the Cri-
mean economy closer to degradation
and putting water supplies in question.
Although Russia and Crimea tried not
to recognize this direct dependence
on Dnipro water, the launch of the ca-
nal was the first thing the occupiers
did after seizing Nova Kakhovka. But
now, without the Kakhovka hydroelec-
tric power plant, there will be no canal,
and perhaps never will be.

But why would Putin put an end to
the water supply to Crimea?

Let’s just say that Putin was not
very concerned about this water sup-
ply in 2014, he did not think about the
economic consequences of the an-
nexation of Crimea at all, the Russian
president was primarily interested in
the political effect and military outco-
me, i.e., turning Crimea into a spring-
board for further seizure of Ukrainian
lands and a base for destabilizing the
situation in the Black Sea.

The opening of the North Crimean
Canal was rather a collateral result of
the occupation: Russian troops were
moving on to Kherson, Mykolaiv, and
Odesa. They were simply stopped,
and later expelled from Kherson. And
now, it is much more important for
Putin to prevent the Armed Forces
from appearing on the administra-
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tive border of the Kherson region and
Crimea than to think about some wa-
ter. It is more important to demonstra-
te that Russia is ready to fight by ge-
nerating disasters if it fails to win mili-
tarily. It is ready to take revenge.

That is why it is so important that
Ukraine becomes part of the civilized
world. A part, not just an ally. So far,
a few weeks before the summit in Vil-
nius, NATO members have not only
failed to agree on a clear timetable
for Ukraine’s accession to NATO, but
also on the issue of accession at all.
Many continue to believe that the clos-
er Ukraine is to NATO, the less oppor-
tunity there is to negotiate with Rus-
sia. And this position, of course, should
encourage Vladimir Putin and demon-
strate his true influence on the minds
of politicians in the “collective West.”
Because in reality, the opposite is true.

The closer Ukraine is to NATO and
the more obvious its integration into
the Alliance is, the more obvious it
will be to Putin that war is futile.

If the Alliance were ready to accept
Ukraine into its ranks not even tomor-
row, but yesterday, it would be the

end of Ukrainian suffering. Because
it is not only NATO that does not want
a war with Russia. Russia does not
want a war with NATO either. And Pu-
tin is ready for a war with Ukraine out-
side of NATO. And if the West really
wants to end this war someday, the

leaders of the leading countries of the
civilized world will still have to make a
risky decision. It’s just that the later
they take it, the more people will die
and the more Ukrainian territory will
be destroyed. This is the price of delay.
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WHO IS BEHIND
PRIGOZHIN’S “REVOLT”?

For Ukraine, any Russian aggressor
is an enemy and a scoundrel, wheth-
er it is Putin who unleashed the war or
his henchman Prigozhin, who for the
time being faithfully fulfilled the whims
of his fascist boss.

Nevertheless, the internal “rebelli-
on” of an armed vassal against his
Kremlin overlord has an impact on
domestic politics in Russia, the Rus-
sian-Ukrainian war, and even global
politics, and is therefore currently a
global headline.

One can not only suspect, but also
assert that today’s Russia will even
tually disintegrate. However, analysts
predicting such a disintegration have
drawn attention to ethnic contradicti-
ons in Russia and the theoretical po-
tential for independence of national
autonomies. The fact that the process
of disintegration of Russia would be-
gin with army units was a sensation for
the vast majority.

In fact, the process of Russia’s dis-
integration began simultaneously with
the birth of the Wagner Group. The
occupation of Ukrainian lands (Crimea
and parts of Donbas) in 2014 by Putin
and the fascist Russian society was
perceived as “territorial expansion,”
but in fact provoked the disintegra-
tion of the last Eurasian empire. At
the same time, in 2014, traces of a for-
mer lieutenant colonel of the Russian
army, Dmitry Utkin, with the call sign

“Wagner,” were found in Crimea and
Donbas.
1.2014 - the process of forming the
“Wagner Group” - the basis of the future
private military campaign.

2. The war inspired the Russian fas-
cist state military machine to search
for formally non-state instruments to

carry out its criminal plans. Private
military campaigns have become a
mechanism for promoting Russian
aggressive interests. In 2014-2022,
the Wagner PMC fulfills Russian or-
ders both in Syria and in African sta-
tes, killing, suffering losses, being
financed, equipped, and strengthened.

3. February 24, 2022 - another mis-
calculation of the Russian fascist re-
gime. The beginning of a full-scale
Russian aggression in Ukraine. The
Chief of the General Staff of the Rus-
sian Army Valery Gerasimov calls
Yevhen Prigozhin (with whom the Wag-
ner PMC begins to be associated) to
ask for help from the occupiers. The
Wagner PMC actually receives an offi-
cial “state order” to participate in the
occupation of Ukraine.

4. 2022. It turns out that the avail-
able Wagner personnel, who have re-
ceived military training in Syria and
Africa, are not enough to participate
in a full-scale war. The Wagner PMC
has received permission from the
Kremlin to hire criminals from prisons
and camps. Prigozhin personally tra-
vels to places of detention and recruits
criminals, promising them release
from punishment for participating in
the war. The Wagner PMC becomes a
massive structure with an even grea-
ter bias towards criminality.

5. A massive PR campaign of the
Wagner PMC is underway. Fascist Rus-
sia is a territory where there is no room
for freedom of speech, so the Wagner
PMC also received permission from
the authorities to conduct such media
promotion. Regarding media compe-
tence, it is worth noting that since
2012, Yevhen Prigozhin has been in-
volved in the creation of so-called
“bot farms” and “troll factories” that
systematically defamed the oppositi-
on and promoted the narratives ne-
cessary for the authorities. The US De-
partment of Justice has directly accu-
sed media outlets associated with Pri-
gozhin of interfering in US domestic
politics, including presidential electi-
ons since 2014. Now Prigozhin’s me-
dia arsenal has been put to work to po-
werfully promote Wagner and himself.

6. After November 11, 2022, the
day of the liberation of Kherson by
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Ukrainian troops, Wagner received
a separate section of the front. The
many-month-long cleansing of Sole-
dar and Bakhmut became additional
PR components of the promotion of
the “orchestrators”. The Wagner PMC
gained the image of the “most suc-
cessful” military unit against the back-
drop of the passivity of the general
military units.

7. The military leadership’s popula-
rity in Russia declines as a result of
the defeats of the Ukrainian army. De-
fense Minister Shoigu is becoming an
odious figure. And while officers in the
Russian army cannot afford to critici-
ze the military leadership, the head of
the formally “private” campaign, Pri-
gozhin, can. The Wagner PMC is better
equipped than other units, the “priva-
te” occupiers in Bakhmut fire many
times more shells at Ukrainian positi-
ons than the Ukrainians can afford to
retaliate, and yet Prigozhin records
popular videos with claims about sup-
plies. The conflict between the Wagner
PMC and the Russian Defense Minis-
try is formalized, in which Prigozhin
creates an image of a “critic of cor-
rupt and incapacitated power elites.”

The ending (or “intermediate end-
ing”) of the Wagner PMC story is well
known: on June 23, Prigozhin anno-
unces a “march of justice,” armed reb-
els seize the regional center of Rostov,
and march in four more columns to-
ward Moscow and nuclear weapons
storage facilities.

So who is behind Prigozhin’s “rebel-
lion”?

1. We are dealing with the “Wagner
rebellion”, this is Prigozhin’s version of
it. On July 1, the PMC was supposed
to be subordinated to the Ministry of
Defense by order of the Ministry of
Defense, and the Wagner members
had to sign contracts with the official
army, which means a different chain of
command, different funding, different
internal relations, etc. Then, allegedly
so free in their actions, the average
commanders of the Wagner PMC gat-
her for a meeting and consensually
decide to go to “Moscow to the Tsar,”
beat their foreheads and ask to “lea-
ve everything as it is” and to remove

“evil grandfather Shoigu” from office.
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It’s a nice version, the Ministry of
Defense is really tired of the excessive
autonomy of the “orchestra players,”
and on top of that, public criticism
from Prigozhin, so there seems to be
motives. What | don’t understand is
the willingness of these anonymous
“middle commanders” (and we have
heard almost nothing about anyone
but Prigozhin and Utkin) to go to war
across Russia with the entire army,
the Russian Guard, and the FSB. Did
they really believe in themselves that
much? Or did they still have some kind
of additional “roof”?

2. Prigozhin got delusions of gran-
deur and believed that he was the
next leader of Russia.

This version is quite realistic. In pol-
itics (and in fact, Prigozhin had been
acting as a public politician for six
months), overestimating one’s own abi-
lities and capabilities is a common
thing. The only question is why did he
stop when the throne under his pre-
decessor was shaking? What was he
afraid of? A personal execution? It has
become even more realistic now. Dan-
ger to the family? Why didn’t he take
care of it earlier? Was he bribed with
big money? You can’t take all the
money, especially if you end up in the
morgue.

3. The entire “riot” was the work of
the special services, as the Wagner
PMC had been in charge of before. If
we analyze the activities of the Wag-
ner PMC on the Ukrainian-Russian
front, in Syria and Africa, and the ac-
tivities and enrichment of Prigozhin

himself, it becomes absolutely clear
that all this could have happened not
just under the control of the special
services. It could have been done with
their maximum assistance. According-
ly, the “orchestrators” should have
been under the close control of the
special services, including from within
the PMC itself. Either the intelligence
services are so rotten that they are
so easily led by the nose that they are
unable to notice the thorough prepa-
rations for the coup, or the curators
from the intelligence services were
themselves involved in the prepara-
tion of the rebellion.

Today, this version looks the most
realistic. With many unknowns. What
was the goal? Change of power? Cor-
rection of the government? Correction
of the course? Strengthening the pow-
er of unknown special services? Who
then? In what way? And why did they
stop halfway? Or was this the whole
plan?

4. The most surprising version is
that the riot was deliberately provo-
ked not by unknown special services,
but by the authorities themselves, in-
cluding Putin. The motivation is to
frighten the Western world with the
uncertainty of a country with a huge
nuclear potential, the coming to pow-
er of a leader who is even more sadis-
tic and maniacal, against which Putin
will look almost like a moderate figure.
This version may be supported by the
Western elites’ genuine concern abo-
ut the rebellion, their search for con-
tacts and calls to Russia’s top leaders.

9

An attempted failed revolt could push
Western elites to seek a compromise
at the expense of Ukraine with the
maniac Putin (who now wears the
mask of an “anti-radical” against the
background of an even bigger maniac,
Pogorizhin). But Putin has gained mo-
re disadvantages. The decades-long
image of a “strong leader” crumbled
in 2 days. He looked like a weakling
and a coward. The state machine im-
mediately collapsed, and only Kady-
rov (also a private army, and it is not
known what ambitions he has in the
future) and the constantly despised
Lukashenko came to Putin’s aid with
the army. The threat of an internal
co-up has not diminished, but rather
increased. So the gain, if any, is less
than the losses.

So who was behind Prigozhin’s “re-
volt”?

Sooner or later, the answer will be
given, but it will not necessarily be
immediate. For now, Ukraine has gai-
ned an additional moral advantage.
Because everything that is worse for
the enemy works for the Ukrainian vic-
tory. Yes, of course, | would like more,
| would like these bastards (Putin and
Pryzhin) to shoot thousands of Russi-
an soldiers in their internal squabbles,
because then less of this scum would
come to our land. Well, not this time.
But the collapse of Russia is inevita-
ble, and now not only we know it, but
thanks to the failed “ revolt” the world
will know it.
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TERRORIST ACT AT ZAPORIZHZHYA NPP
THE WORLD MUST ACT

Anton Shramenko

On June 22, President of Ukraine
Volodymyr Zelenskyy says that Rus-
sia is considering a scenario of a
terrorist attack on the Zaporizhzhia
nuclear power plant. On June 25,
the head of the GUR, Kirill Budan-
ov, says that the plan to blow up the
ZNPP has already been approved by
the terrorist country, and the situa-
tion has never been so serious. It is
not to say that a large-scale panic
has begun in Ukraine, but it is no
longer possible to find potassium
iodide in pharmacies. Ukrainians
are buying water and long-life food
in case they need to stay indoors for
several days. We talked to Anatoliy
Gryznovsky, Head of the Depart-
ment of Emergency Medicine at the
Bogomolets National Medical Uni-
versity, Honored Worker of Science
and Technology of Ukraine, about
how serious a disaster could be in
the event of a terrorist attack at the
ZNPP.

“I will tell you right away that it is pos-
sible to accurately predict the scale of
a nuclear disaster only when a nuclear
bomb is detonated. When we know the
exact power of the nuclear charge and
explosion. When it comes to a terrorist
attack at a nuclear power plant, we are
faced with a huge number of unpredict-
able circumstances. Therefore, we can
only give approximate scenarios for
the development of events. Of course,
there are many such scenarios. But for
ease of understanding, | would single
out three.

Internal explosion

The first is the so-called Fukushima
scenario. That is, overheating and ex-
plosion of the reactor due to the failure
of cooling systems. What can reassure
us a little bit is that our situation is differ-
ent from Fukushima in many ways. Let
me remind you that the Fukushima ac-
cident was caused by a tsunami, i.e., an
unpredictable natural disaster. Not only
did the cooling systems fail, but water
flooded the reactor hall and depressur-
ized it, and the plant’s reactors were op-
erating at full capacity at that moment!

In our case, the reactions at Zapor-
izhzhya NPP have long been switched
to a “sleep” mode. That is, the intensity
of the reactions in the reactors has
been reduced to the required mini-
mum. Therefore, if terrorists destroy

the beam that covers the cooling ma-
chine of Zaporizhzhya NPP and it loses
all the water used to cool the reactors,
the reactors will overheat gradually,
over several hours. This gives time for
the plant personnel, us, and the inter-
national community to respond and
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try to implement measures to prevent
a catastrophe. | am sure that response
scenarios have been developed long
ago, but of course, information about
them is classified.

In addition, this point that the reac-
tors are in “shutdown mode” gives us
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hope that even in the worst-case sce-
nario, the explosion will not be as pow-
erful as in Fukushima or Chernobyl. We
can use the household analogy that
Fukushima and Chornobyl happened
when “the water in the pot was boiling
and bubbling,” while the “pots” of our
reactors are barely warming up and this
“smoldering” of reactions is constantly
maintained.

So, if the explosion is not too power-
ful and does not compromise the integ-
rity of the special reinforced concrete
reactor shell (which was not present in
Chernobyl), the radiation will remain in-
side the reactor hall.

Of course, itis good that there will be
no immediate release of radiation into
the air, but this will mean that Zaporizh-
zhia NPP will be a place of uncertain-
ty for hundreds or even thousands of
years. Nuclear reactions after the re-
actor explosion will be “not so active”.
But if left unchecked, radiation will ac-
cumulate excessively in the building, in-
creasing the risk of its release. We will
have to constantly monitor the situation
inside the reactor. And if necessary, we
will need to apply certain technologies
to reduce the activity of reactions. For
example, at one time during the Chor-
nobyl disaster, helicopters were used
to deliver graphite directly into the frac-
ture of the building, which thus reduced
the intensity of the processes that took
place there. That is, we will need to reg-
ularly launch certain remote monitoring
devices to the station.

If the Russians close access to the
facility after a terrorist attack, there are
now special aerial reconnaissance tools
that allow us to determine the level of

radiation, and this can be done even
from space. However, it will still be
a place of constant danger from the
spread of radioactive contamination:
with water and air.

“Dirty bomb”

The second danger is damage to
the temporary nuclear storage facilities
at the ZNPP. Spent nuclear fuel is sto-
red there in special metal casks called
fuel assemblies. Damage to the fuel ele-
ment cladding can be called a “dirty
bomb” effect. That is, there will be a
leak and spread of spent radioactive
substances, which, nevertheless, cau-
se significant damage to the environ-
ment and human health. It will not be
a nuclear explosion, it will be a rupture
of the protective shell, and radioactive
substances will come out. This can be
compared to breaking a mercury ther-
mometer. It is impossible to predict ex-
actly how the thermometer will break,
in which places, and how much poison
will leak out. This is the same with fuel
rods. In the worst case scenario, we are
talking about a huge amount of radi-
ation that will get into the air, soil, and
water. It is interesting that the Russians
used to intimidate that it was Ukraine
that was preparing to drop a “dirty
bomb” and now they are actually ter-
rorizing with the possibility of its use.

“Dead Zone”

The worst-case scenario is an explo-
sion of such power that it would rupture
the reactor vessel and lead to a massive
release of radiation into the air. In this
scenario, the territory of the ZNPP itself
will be contaminated and restrictions
will be imposed on at least a 30-kilo-
meter zone around the plant. But again,

everything will depend on the weather
conditions and wind rose at the time
of the release, as well as the volume of
the release itself. For example, in Japan,
after Fukushima, this zone was 30 kilo-
meters, then it was reduced to 10 kilo-
meters. But there was a favorable wind
rose and ocean currents. In our case, if
radiation gets high into the atmosphere,
a large amount of it can be spread by
winds over a large area.

A very destructive nuclear explosion
at ZNPP could occur if the Russians
massively and systematically bombard
the reactor shell with several high-pow-
ered bombs. However, it is believed that
it is almost impossible to damage the
reinforced concrete shell of the reactor
from the outside. Many experts say so.

Of course, we want to believe that
there will be no catastrophe, and in the
event of a terrorist attack, the conse-
quences will be minimal. But let me re-
mind you that radiation is very harmful
to human health: it disrupts the thyroid
gland, can destroy DNA, and penetrate
cells, tissues, and organs. Improper
restoration of these cells later leads to
serious systemic diseases.

And radiation is easily carried by air,
water, insects and animals. Therefore,
any radiation leak in Ukraine is undoubt-
edly a great disaster for the whole world.
In the event of a significant release, radi-
ation will undoubtedly spread to varying
degrees across the globe, even reach-
ing America, albeit in minimal amounts.
Any terrorist attack on the ZNPP will
significantly worsen the environmental
situation around the world. The world
must help us prevent this tragedy.”
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RUSSIAN IPSOS:

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO BE MEDIA LITERATE?

Karyna Nikitishyna

Propaganda and information and
psychological operations (IPSO)
are one of the aspects of the war
that Russia has been waging
against Ukraine since 2014. The
number of fakes and the Russian
elite’s inept calls for “action” has
only increased since the start of
the full-scale invasion; and now
that the counteroffensive has be-
gun, the enemy is bombarding not
only Ukraine with missiles, but the
entire global media space with its
lies. The struggle for information
space became even more intense
in June.

An endless stream of daily lies about
the failed counteroffensive and signifi-
cant losses of Ukrainian troops at
the front — this is how Russia’s media
space has looked like over the past
month. Even before the start of the
counteroffensive, propagandists were
preparing for a new ISRP - they be-
gan to prepare photos and videos of
allegedly destroyed Ukrainian military
equipment, as warned by the Strate-
gic Communications Directorate on
the morning of June 5.

And a month later, a certain trend
has already been noticed: Russians
like to discuss the losses of Ukrainian
equipment, especially “hit Leopards,
posting photos of destroyed equip-
ment faked in editors from the begin-
ning of the counteroffensive to the
present day. To the real losses, which,
unfortunately, do exist, propagandists
add a bunch of fictitious ones. A par-
ticularly famous fake was posted on
Solovyov’s channel, where a photo of
a destroyed Russian T-80 was photo-
shopped with a Leopard2A4 and a
message: “Question for experts -
Leopard2A4?”. Russian media out-
lets use not only Photoshop: to make
it more believable, they also destroy
replicas of tanks made of wood.

But a counteroffensive has begun
even in places where it was not plan-
ned: the leader of the Wagner PMC,
Yevgeny Prigozhin, accuses Shoigu,
the Ministry of Defense, and Solovy-
ov and other propagandists of hiding
the real state of affairs on the battle-
field, namely the constant defeats of
the Russians. “They still hope that they
can win this war. But since there are
no successes in the management, the
leadership of the Defense Ministry ca-

refully deceives the president, and
the president receives reports that
do not correspond to reality. (...). We
hear all day long about 60 destroyed
Leopards, about 3,000 killed enemy
soldiers (...). Two Leopards were de-
stroyed, plus one T-72, plus several
Bradleys. No one destroyed 60 Leop-
ards, this is complete nonsense. Shoi-
gu lives by the principle: “For a lie to
be believed, it has to be a terrible lie.”

For whom are such fakes made -
for Ukrainians, most of whom trust
only trusted Ukrainian publications
and official data from the Ministry of
Defense of Ukraine? Of course, there
are Russophiles here, too, and many
people are not able to distinguish
truth from fiction, but the fictitious
losses are intended not so much to
frighten and demoralize Ukrainians as
to reassure Russians that their count-
ry cannot lose this war and is only
gaining further ground. The other goal
is to provoke Ukrainian and foreign
media to explain and clarify the situa-
tion on the battlefield on the Ukrainian
side. The list has recently been updat-
ed with a new fake: Kyiv announced
general mobilization to close the “ho-
les” at the front. However, general mo-
bilization was announced on Februa-
ry 24, 2022, and periodic orders from
territorial recruitment and social sup-
port centers (former military commis-
sariats) across the country are only
meant to remind citizens of planned
activities.

On June 19, the propaganda resour-
ce RIA Novosti again took advantage
of the general ignorance of the Rus-
sian people. “The United States is
afraid of the Russian “superpredator”
that destroys the units of the Armed
Forces” is the title of an article se-
lectively translated from English by
19FortyFive about the Ka-52 Alligator
helicopter. But one has only to read
the text in English to see that these
“super predators” are being success-
fully destroyed in Ukraine: at least
two between June 12 and 16 and one
on the first day of the full-scale inva-
sion, according to the author of the
original article.

On June 20, Kyrylo Budanov, the
head of Ukraine’s Main Intelligence
Directorate, joined the telethon, imme-
diately refuting a dozen Russian fakes,
ranging from Budanov not being in
Ukraine to the fact that the man had
died. Citing the German newspaper
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Stern, the Kremlin claimed that Buda-
nov was in a serious coma. The publi-
cation itself assures that it did not
publish such a lie: “The story is noth-
ing more than an outright fake, anoth-
er Russian hoax. It is unlikely that any
reader will bother to check whether
such a report can really be found on
Stern’s website, given the fact that
most Russians face a language bar-
rier.” There are even more such fakes
about the commander-in-chief of the
Armed Forces, Valery Zaluzhny, and
even Putin himself has spoken out:
“Where is he? Where is he? | think |
know. Ask him where he is. But for this
you need to switch to a foreign lan-
guage. | think he’s abroad. But | could
be wrong.”

In an interview with the Kyiv Post,
Budanov only laughed at Solovyov’s
comment about his “serious injury”
and the fake news about Zaluzhny’s
death. “Now in Ukraine, a special de-
tachment of immortal commanders
is being created — Valeriy Zaluzhny,
myself, Stepan Bandera, Symon Petli-
ura, lvan Mazepa. Therefore, the Rus-
sians and their propagandists will still
have a lot of work to do in a nervous,
hysterical environment. A squad of im-
mortals will come in the middle of the
night to the dreams of Russian citizens
who wanted to seize Ukraine and give
them nightmares.”

The real tragedy of this month was
the explosion of the Kakhovka dam.
And events of this magnitude always
leave behind a lot of fake news de-
signed to misinform people. One of
them was, at first glance, strange
news: the alleged confession of the
205th Separate Motorized Rifle Bri-
gade of the Russian Armed Forces to
blowing up the dam. “The threat of a
large-scale enemy offensive was very
high, and the Kherson direction was
supposed to play an important role in
this offensive. As | wrote in November,
in this case, the dam blowing up was
inevitable. But... we miscalculated a
bit and the consequences of such an
uncontrolled action will soon lead to
significant losses of territory.”

The question arises — why would the
Russian Armed Forces confess to such
a serious crime? Especially since the
Russian authorities, represented by
Putin and his henchmen, deny their
involvement in the ecocide in every
possible way, and shift the blame onto
Ukraine. By the way, the Russian ISIS
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is working, because on social media
one can often come across comments
from real accounts of foreigners who
believe that Ukraine should simply lay
down its arms to prevent deaths, be-
cause this is what its resistance has
led to; Russia is the clear winner in
this war. Therefore, media literacy
should be taught not only to Ukraini-
ans or Russians, but to everyone else
in general.

However, even the Ukrainian media
did not immediately ask themselves
whether this confession was true. All
of Ukraine’s largest media outlets
began to massively publish this news,
while the 205" Brigade does not even
have an official channel in Telegram.
Would anyone in Russia publish such
data to an audience of thousands if it
could harm the security of the state?
Ukraine already has verified evidence
that the explosion was indeed carried
out by the 205" Brigade, but the con-
fession is not true. Such fakes may be
deliberately spread in order to accuse
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the Ukrainian media of presenting lies
to the audience and spreading fakes
by Ukraine.

It should be added that informati-
on attacks should be expected not only
from the Russians, but also from peo-
ple who cooperate with them. An exam-
ple was the recent peacekeeping visit
to Ukraine by the President of South
Africa, Cyril Ramaphosa. On June 16,
when the delegation arrived in Kyiv,
Russia shelled the capital once again,
which immediately confirmed the fact
that Putin and his army do not respect
not only Ukraine but also high-ranking
officials from other countries. But un-
expectedly, the South African spoke-
sman Vincent Magwenya said on the
same day that he believed there was
no explosion and that the air raid was

“deliberate disinformation”: during the
alarm, “people were just going about
their business.” In this regard, | would
like to emphasize once again that
Ukrainians are used to explosions.
And while some people follow safety

rules and go down to bomb shelters,
many believe that it’s “as lucky as
you like,” and they still need to work.
Many people also want to just relax
and live as if there is no war in the
country. The Russian media skillfully
seized the opportunity and claimed
that there was no strike on Kyiv at all,
and that the “Kyiv regime” had put on
“another show” for foreign guests.

Nowadays, when a huge amount of
information comes from unverified so-
urces, anonymous pages with “leaks”
on social media, some foreign media
are paid with blood money, and even
honest and influential communication
channels pick up fakes in the wake of
news, it is very important to develop
your own media literacy and critical
thinking. After all, war is not only about
fighting — it is, first and foremost, an
information war that begins long be-
fore the shelling and will continue for
years afterwards.
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UKRAINIAN NEWS

Total enemy combat losses

According to the General Staff, total
enemy combat losses from February
24,2022 to OrTty 30, 2023 are approxi-
mately as follows:

personnel — about 28,340 people
were eliminated,

tanks — 4,041 units,

armored personnel carriers — 7,863
units,

artillery systems — 4,127 units,

MLRS - 630 units,

air defense systems — 389 units,

aircraft — 315 units,

helicopters — 308 units,

operational and tactical level UAVs —
3,519 units,

cruise missiles — 1,261 units,

ships and boats — 18 units,

motor vehicles and tankers — 6,785
units,
special equipment — 569 units.

Bucharest Nine
countries support
Ukraine’s acces-
sion to NATO

The countries of the Bucharest Nine
adopted a declaration supporting
Ukraine’s accession to NATO and our
country’s Euro-Atlantic aspirations.

The declaration was signed during
the summit in Bratislava by the presi-
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dents of Bulgaria, the Czech Republic,
Estonia, Lithuania, Latvia, Hungary,
Poland, Romania, and the Slovak Re-
public.

“Ukraine is part of the Euro-Atlantic
community, and its security is linked
to the security of its allies. We support
Ukraine’s Euro-Atlantic aspirations and
the decision taken in 2008 in Bucha-
rest that Ukraine will one day become a
NATO member,” the declaration reads.

The summit in Bratislava was also
attended by NATO Secretary General
Jens Stoltenberg. “The Bucharest Nine
expects to take political relations with
Ukraine to a new level at the summit in
Vilnius in July 2023.

Zelensky: Kakhov-
ka HPP dam was
mined and blown
up by the occupiers

For over ayear now, Russia has been
controlling the entire Kakhovka hydro-
electric power plant. It is impossible to
blow it up from the outside by shelling.
The dam was mined and blown up by
the Russian occupiers.

This was stated by President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy during his address to
the participants of the Bucharest Nine
Summit, which he attended on Tues-
day, June 6.

According to Zelenskyy, this state of
affairs once again proves how Russia
treats the people and territories it has
seized and what Russia actually brings
to Europe and the world.

“This is the largest man-made en-
vironmental disaster in Europe in de-
cades. This is the most dangerous
terrorist in the world. And that is why
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Russia’s defeat - a defeat that we will
ensure anyway - will be the most sig-
nificant contribution to the security of
our region, our Europe and the whole
world,” Zelenskyy emphasized.

He thanked all the leaders, states
and international organizations that
have already condemned the terrorist
attack. However, this is not enough to
guarantee security, according to the
guarantor.

Rammstein-13

On June 15, a meeting was held as
part of the Rammstein format.

Minister of Defense Oleksiy
Reznikov stated after Ramstein that
he was satisfied with the results of the
meeting, and also spoke about the
partners’ commitment to start training
pilots of the Armed Forces on Western
fighter jets. First, there will be training
on the F-16 under the guidance of in-
structors from the Netherlands and
Denmark. Other countries will join later.

Canada

- 288 AIM-7 missiles for air defense
of Ukraine for $500 million;

- 6750 assaultrifles;

- 1.1 million cartridges of caliber 7.62
mm;

- 10,000 105-mm artillery shells;

- 250,000 cartridges of 5.56 mm
caliber;

- 70 thousand sniper ammunition.

- continuation of the UNIFIER opera-
tion to train the Ukrainian military until
2026;

- facilitating the training of F-16
pilots;

- maintenance and support of
Ukrainian F-16 aircraft after their
transfer to Ukraine;

- continued delivery of Senator
armored vehicles (134 out of 200 have
already arrived in Ukraine);

- assistance with maintenance of
Leopard-2 tanks in Poland.

USA

- air defense systems and missiles
for them. In addition, it is important to
remind that on the contrary on the day
of "Ramstein”, Washington approved
a $350 million package. Before it, in
particular, it includes ammunition for
HIMARS and armored vehicles - 10

Stryker armored personnel carriers
and 15 Bradley infantry fighting vehi-
cles. Delivery of these weapons could
be quick, as they would be taken from
Pentagon warehouses. And this is
important against the background of
losses that are inevitable during the
offensive.
United Kingdom

- air defense systems and hundreds
of missiles for them. In addition, the
country’'s Ministry of Defense pub-
lished an intriguing video of two types
of drones: quadcopters that drop
something similar to a torpedo into the
water, and a large UAV shaped like a
monowing. The British did not give de-
tails, but said that these will be recon-
naissance and strike drones, and the
help will arrive in July. The package will
also include radars, guns, and a signif-
icant amount of ammunition.

Denmark

- along-term package of military aid

worth $2.6 billion until 2024;
Italy

- emergency means of protection,

the details are not specified;
Norway

- multi-year package of defense

assistance;
Germany

- multi-year package of defense
assistance;

- maintenance of Leopard tanks;

- 64 missiles for the Patriot air de-
fense system.

- 2Wisent 1 armored demining
vehicles, 2 tractors with trailers for
transporting heavy equipment and 16
Zetros trucks.

Sweden

- creation of service centers for
transferred military equipment near
Ukraine;

- testing capabilities of NATO
fighters, in particular Gripen, by the
Ukrainian military.

Spain

- 20 tracked armored vehicles;

- 4 Leopard 2A4 tanks;

- a Role 2 plus field hospital capable
of providing emergency surgical care
and treatment.

Denmark and the Netherlands
(jointly)

- more air defense systems and
hundreds of missiles for them;

- training of Ukrainian pilots;

- 14 Leopard 2 tanks.

The Pentagon an-
nounced the total
amount of mili-

tary aid to Ukraine
since the begin-
ning of the Russian
invasion

The US Department of Defense es-
timated the total amount of military aid
to Ukraine at more than 40 billion dol-
lars. This is stated in a statement pub-
lished on the website of the Pentagon.

It was noted there that the rest of the
partners provided the Armed Forces
with military aid worth 27 billion dol-
lars. Atthe same time, the allies trained
three times more Ukrainian fighters
than the United States.

"Ukraine is assisted by 53 countries,
the United States, as a percentage of
its gross domestic product, ranks 13th
among allies and partner countries
that support Ukraine,” the Pentagon
said in a statement.

Currently, the attention of Western
countries is focused on the supply of
anti-aircraft defenses, anti-tank sys-
tems and ammunition, as well as short-
and long-range artillery.

The United States
has allocated a
new military aid
package to Ukraine
worth $325 million

The United States will provide
Ukraine with a new batch of weapons
and ammunition. The total value of the
announced support will be $325 mil-
lion.

The aid package includes, among
other things, ammunition for NASAMS
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and HIMARS, 155-mm and 105-mm
artillery shells, 15 Bradley infantry
fighting vehicles, 10 Stryker armored
personnel carriers, TOW missiles, and
more than 22 million rounds of small
arms ammunition. The Pentagon noted
that this is the 40th package of assis-
tance to the Ukrainian Armed Forces
since the beginning of Russia’s full-
scale invasion.

US to provide
Ukraine with
depleted uranium
tank shells - WSJ

After several weeks of internal de-
bate, the administration of US Pres-
ident Joe Biden intends to provide
Ukraine with depleted uranium tank
shells.

The Wall Street Journal reports this
with reference to a senior administra-
tion official.

The Pentagon wants the American
Abrams tanks transferred to Ukraine
to be armed with depleted uranium
shells, which are regularly used by the
US Army and are very effective against
Russian tanks.

“The shell hits like a freight train. It is
very long and very dense. So it directs
alot of kinetic energy to a specific point
in the enemy’s armor,” explained Rand
Corporation military analyst Scott Bos-
ton.

Training of
Ukrainian pilots
on F-16: training
center to be
located in Eastern
Europe

Training of Ukrainian pilots to oper-
ate American F-16 fighters will begin in
the coming months.

This is stated in a statement by the
Dutch Ministry of Defense.

It noted that the Dutch military is al-
ready working on a training plan with

Denmark and the United States. In ad-
dition, three other countries - Belgium,
Luxembourg, and the United Kingdom
- are advising the Netherlands on cer-
tain issues.
In parallel, the members of the
“fighter jet coalition” are setting up a
special training center for Ukrainian
pilots in an Eastern European country.
The Ukrainian Defense Ministry did
not disclose any details. They only
noted that the creation of such a cen-
ter would help meet Ukraine’s defense
needs in the long term.

Ukraine submitted
arequest to
Australia regarding
F-18 fighter jets

Ukraine submitted a request to Aus-
tralia about the status of dozens of F-18
fighter jets that were decommissioned.

This was announced by the Ambas-
sador of Ukraine to Australia, Vasyl
Miroshnychenko.

Today, June 13, it became known
that Ukraine had made an initial inquiry
into the condition of approximately 41
aircraft stored at an air base north of
Sydney. Currently, the Ukrainian side
is considering their potential transfer
in order to strengthen its own Air Force.

"There was a request for information
on the status of the F-18. "Ukraine is
considering various possibilities re-
garding the transfer of fighter jets, in-
cluding this,” the ambassador said.

Russians are pre-
paring a man-made
disaster in the tem-
porarily occupied

To place ads, advertisement, and other messages: info@hromada.us
Hromada, PO Box 7026, 7 Pixley Ave, Corte Madera, CA 94976

Crimea - intelli-
gence

In Armyansk, in the north of the
Crimean peninsula, Russians are pre-
paring to evacuate both representa-
tives of the occupation administration
and the local population. This was
reported by Ukrainian intelligence on
Telegram.

Due to the lack of water in the North
Crimean Canal as a result of the ex-
plosion of the Kakhovka hydroelectric
power plant, production processes at
the Crimean Titan plant in Armyansk
have been disrupted to a critical level.
The Russians are unable to resume
work in the minimum proper mode. In-
formation about the possible shutdown
of the plantis being spread in the city.

At the same time, according to in-
telligence, the occupation army’s en-
gineering units have been mining the
plant’s workshops, which are still oper-
ating, and planting explosives near the
plant over the past few days.

A terrorist attack on the Crimean Ti-
tan, which the invaders are preparing
for, would mean an artificial man-made
disaster, terrible in its consequences.

EU countries close
to agreeing on plan
to transfer frozen
Russian assets to
Ukraine - CNBC

The European Union is close to
agreeing on a detailed plan to use fro-
zen Russian assets to rebuild Ukraine.
This was reported by CNBC, citing offi-
cials familiar with the situation.
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According to open sources, Rus-
sian assets totaling more than 220 bil-
lion euros are stored in EU countries.
These assets were frozen by European
authorities after Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine to punish the Kremlin for its
aggression.

“We have had quite lengthy discus-
sions on how to use these assets to pay
for Ukraine’s recovery. | hope we will
be able to voice our ideas soon, at least
on the proceeds of the frozen assets,”
said one of the officials.

At the same time, the EU empha-
sized that the transfer of confiscated
funds is a very complicated process.

The war in Ukraine

estincrease in the
number of refu-
gees in decades

The full-scale war in Ukraine has re-
sulted in the largest annual increase
in the number of people forcibly dis-
placed by persecution, conflict, vio-
lence and human rights violations in

In 2022, the number of displaced
people increased by 21% and amount-
ed to 108.4 million by the end of the
year. The UN believes that this number
may have increased to more than 110
million in May. The main factors behind
the increase are Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine and the war in Sudan.

“These figures show us that some
people are too quick to decide on con-
flict and too slow to find solutions. The
consequence is devastation, displace-
ment and suffering for each of the mil-
lions of people forcibly displaced from
their homes,” said UN High Commis-
sioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi.

Among the internally displaced peo-
ple, 35.3 million were refugees who
fled abroad in search of safety. And
62.5 million people (58%) were inter-

has led to the larg-

decades.

nally displaced.
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«[pomaga» icHye Ans o6CnyroByBaHHs noTpe6 ykpaiHCbKoi rpomanu
3axifHoro ya6epexxs Ta BCiX, KOro LikaBuTb ykpaiHCbKa icTopis, KynbTy-
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noBiganbHOCTI 3a AOCTOBIPHICTL Ny6nikauin TpeTix oci6.

«HROMADA» exists to serve the needs of our Ukrainian community of the
West Coast of the US and all those interested in Ukrainian history, culture
and Ukrainian news. We reserve the right to refuse to print any materials.
«Hromada» newspaper cannot be held liable for the reliability of third-par-
ty publications.
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KAKHOVKA HYDROELECTRIC
POWER PLANT EXPLOSION

WHAT THREATS TO UKRAINE AND THE WORLD FROM A MAN-MADE DISASTER

Inna Mikhno

On the night of June 6, the Russi-
an occupiers blew up the dam of the
Kakhovka hydroelectric power plant.
The explosion has already been cal-
led an ecocide and the largest man-
made disaster in Europe in a deca-
de, which is identical to a nuclear ex-
plosion. About 80 settlements were
in the flood zone, and in some plac-
es the flooding reached the level
of the roofs of private houses. The
Ukrainian authorities, together with
the services and volunteers, did their
best to rescue people and animals.
At the moment, the biosystem of the
southern Dnipro delta, the irrigation
system and water supply facilities
that supplied water to the Crimean
peninsula have been destroyed.
Fields mined by the occupiers have
also been washed away. But worst
of all, the threat of a nuclear attack
at the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power
Plant was created. According to the
Geneva Convention, all these actions
constitute a war crime.

Last year, President of Ukraine Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy warned that the oc-
cupiers would mine the dam and oth-

er structures of the plant. As a result,
the consequences of the tragedy were
terrible. The high water left thousands
of people homeless and destitute. The
worst part is that it took the lives of at
least 17 people. 68% of the flooded ter-
ritory is occupied by Russia, so it is
unknown how many people died there.
Wild animals are also dying.

We talked to Viktor Vyshnevsky, a
hydrologist and doctor of geographi-
cal sciences, about the consequenc-
es of the destruction of the Kakhovka
hydroelectric power station and the
threats posed by the shallowing of the
reservoir.

Tons of water rushed in

According to Viktor Vyshnevsky, the
Kakhovska dam was built on silted
sands that are easily eroded. This
played a fatal role: the dam, which
was blown up in one town, gradually

“slipped” almost completely:

“A piece of the right spillway remai-
ned of the dam. Any rocket with seve-
ral hundred kilograms of explosives is
not capable of destroying any hydro-
electric facility on the Dnipro, these
are solid structures. A missile can cre-
ate a hole of, for example, 10 meters. In
the Kakhovka dam, however, a hole of
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several hundred meters was created,
so it is clear that everything was plant-
ed from the inside, and the amount of
explosives was estimated at tons, if not
tens of tons. We have lost an import-
ant hydroelectric power plant, and it
is impossible to restore it in a year. If
we manage to build the hydroelec-
tric power plant in five years, it will be
a very positive result,” says scientist
Vyshnevsky.

Kakhovka Reservoir is the second
largest reservoir of the six cascade
reservoirs in Ukraine (2,155 square
kilometers) and the first largest
(18.19 cubic kilometers of drinking
water), located in three regions with
a length of 240 km. The reservoir’s
fauna included more than 150 spe-
cies of zooplankton, more than 180
invertebrates, and 56 species of fish.

According to the Ministry of En-
vironmental Protection and Natural
Resources, the estimated amount of
damage caused by the explosion of
the Kakhovka HPP for Ukraine is al-
ready UAH 55 billion.

The lower reaches

According to hydrologist Viktor
Vyshnevsky, after the explosion, the
water level that reached Kherson was
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in some places more than five meters.
As a result, we have four partially floo-
ded cities (Nova Kakhovka, Oleshky,
Hola Prystan, Kherson) and several
dozen villages.

“Between Kherson and Hola Prys-
tan, the only village in Ukraine that was
one meter above the water level was
flooded. This is Bilohrudove. In additi-
on, the water level rose in the Ingulets
River, which is a tributary of the Dni-
pro, and spread upstream. Business
facilities and residential buildings
have been flooded, and there are
inevitable casualties,” he says.

In addition, he said, the area of about
350 km along the Dnipro riverbed will
either be flooded or dehydrated.

“When the reservoir is empty, part
of the area below, which was flooded,
may grow grass and reeds — and this
is not the worst option. But the part
that is higher than the lower pool will
dry out very quickly, become covered
with cracks and crust, and will not be
used in any way. In a spectacular sum-
mer, the wind rose will carry dust with
all the heavy toxic elements from in-
dustrial activity that have been depos-
ited at the bottom of the repository for
years,” he added.

Consequences for the economy
and industry

The economic losses associated with
the liquidation of the consequences
of the Kakhovka hydroelectric power
plant explosion will be enormous.

“We can debate the validity of the
hydroelectric power plant construc-
tion. But it was built and began to be
used intensively. The Dnipro water was
supplied to the south of Kherson re-
gion and stretched as far as the Kerch
Peninsula. The North Crimean Canal
will be the first to stop functioning for
at least 5 years. And during these
years, the hydraulic structures will fall
into disrepair. Everything will have to
be restored. This will apply to both the
Kherson region and Crimea,” says Vik-
tor Vyshnevsky.

He added that the 130-kilometer-
long Kakhovka Main Canal originated
from the Kakhovka Reservoir and
was used primarily for irrigation of
the eastern part of Kherson Oblast. It
also served as a water supply line to
the city of Melitopol. Therefore, irriga-
tion on the basis of this canal will also
stop. Another canal was located not
far from the city of Nikopol — Dnipro —
Kryvyi Rih. Its main use is to supply
water to the Kryvyi Rih industrial hub.

“Not far from Kryvyi Rih, there is a
thermal power plant that was pow-
ered by the canal. Its operation will
gradually stop. The city will also face
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problems with water supply. Water
was taken from the reservoir to sup-
port a number of irrigation systems.
This is the South Rogachiv irrigation
system. Irrigation in Kherson region,
Crimea and part of Zaporizhzhia regi-
on will be suspended for a long time.
In addition to the Zaporizhzhia NPP,
there is also a thermal power plant in
Enerhodar,” the scientist says.

As of June 8, water intake from the
reservoir to settlements and for the
Zaporizhzhia NPP became impossible,
as the water level dropped to a dead
point of 12.5 meters. The Ministry of
Environmental Protection noted that
a drop of 13.2 meters already jeopar-
dizes the cooling of the NPP reactors.
Implications for shipping and
fisheries

The shipping industry will also co-
me to a standstill with the possibility
of ships leaving other river ports for
the Black Sea. Previously, below Kyiv,
all ships were guaranteed a depth of
3.65 meters, which allowed the larg-
est cruise ships to safely use the res-
ervoirs. According to the scientist, we
also lost a reservoir that was of great
importance for the country’s fisheries.

“Although there are six reservoirs
along the entire length of the Dnipro,
only two of them actually provided
80% of the total catch. These are the
Kremenchuk and Kakhovka reservoirs.
More than a thousand people worked

at the Kakhovka reservoir, simply fi-
shing for their livelihood. Thousands
of tons of fish were taken to the lower
reservoir, and the vast majority of them
died when they found themselves on
land and in unusual conditions with
higher salinity,” Vyshnevsky added.

According to the Ministry of Agrari-
an Policy and Food of Ukraine, the
losses to the fishing industry from the
massive fish kill at the hydroelectric
power plants could reach about UAH 4
billion, and losses from the death of all
biological resources could reach up to
UAH 10.5 billion. And the water indus-
try will feel these consequences for
years to come until the fish population
is fully restored.

Consequences for the population

Among other things, waste storage
facilities, house sewers, etc. were
submerged. Industrial facilities with
harmful and toxic substances (chlo-
rine, ammonia, oil products) were also
destroyed.

“The water is polluted not only in the
mouth of the Dnipro, but also in the
Dnipro-Bug estuary and the Black Sea.
The Black Sea current exists in the
latter under the influence of the pre-
vailing winds. The movement of water
in the current is counterclockwise.
This means that contaminated water
from the estuary flows into the Gulf
of Odesa and pollutes the beaches of
Odesa, the cities of Chornomorsk, Za-
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toka, and southern villages, including
the mouth of the Danube. The coast-
lines of Romania and Bulgaria will be
contaminated by the current. It is likely
that contaminated water will be cap-
tured in the Bosphorus. Theoretically,
this water could reach Georgia and
the Krasnodar Territory. This concerns
primarily bacteriological contamina-
tion,” the scientist noted.

As of June 12, the Ministry of Health
has already recorded a sharp jump in
the number of pathogens in the water
that can cause serious infectious dis-
eases. After the explosion, the quality
of drinking water deteriorated sharp-
ly in five regions of Ukraine. And at a
meeting of the National Security and
Defense Council on June 6, it was an-
nounced that 150 tons of machine oil
had been released into the Dnipro Riv-
er in addition to the usual amount.

The cities of Kryvyi Rih, Nikopol,
Marhanets, Bilozirka, and dozens of
villages used water from the reservoir
for their own needs.

According to the Ministry of Envi-
ronmental Protection, about 1 million
people will be left without drinking
water. This will threaten the epidemi-
ological situation in the Black Sea
region.

Is it worth rebuilding?

According to hydrologist Vyshnev-
sky, if the Kakhovka reservoir is not
restored, it will be necessary to com-
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$500 donation to a charity of your choice
for each home bought or sold with Oksana.

“Oksana was a pleasure to work with on my first house purchase, ensuring a worry-free and
amiable process for all the parties involved. Resourceful and detail-oriented, she was quick to
respond to any inquiries and provide all the updates necessary. Oksana wasn't shy to negotiate
better terms for me as a buyer, which is extremely rare to come across in today’s competitive
market. Her knowledge and confidence in closing the deal got us through the escrow with no
glitch. In a heartbeat, | would recommend her to anyone looking for realtor services

— Kat G.

“I wholeheartedly recommend Oksana. She helped me to close the deal on my first home
in San Francisco. San Francisco real estate market is complex and inelastic. Oksana is very
proficient, prompt and has all required skills to be successful. She guided me through the
process, was accommodative of the situation and provided me all the necessary guidelines

to get the deal right.”

— Alexei B.
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pletely rebuild the water supply sys-
tem of Crimea and Kherson region,
which will require an incredible amo-
unt of money.

“ZNPP. The cheapest option is about
$2 billion for one power unit. It’s ab-
surd to abandon the most powerful
nuclear power plant; the use of pumps
is possible, but it is an additional cost.”
The reservoir generated electricity,
was used for shipping, drinking and
industrial water supply, irrigation, fish-
eries, etc. There is nothing but silt on
the flooded 2,000 square kilometers.
It will be impossible to use this land
for agriculture for at least the next 10
years. The Velykyi Luh with its sandy
arms and ecosystem was destroyed
70 years ago. It can be restored, but it
will take decades,” he says.

Therefore, in his opinion, the res-
ervoir needs to be restored and in the
same place.

“If the reservoir is built 500 meters
lower, part of Kakhovka will be flooded
as a result of a 16-meter rise in the wa-
ter level. If it is built 500 meters high-
er, it will be impossible to supply water
to the North Crimean Canal. Drinking
water is taken either from rivers that

provide sufficient quality or from un-
derground sources. There are no such
sources in the Kherson region, except
for the Dnipro. The Ingulets River has
very poor water quality, with water dis-
charged from mines, quarries in Kryvyi
Rih and sewage. It is not suitable for
long-term consumption. Askania No-
va exists solely thanks to underground
water sources. Not everywhere in the
Kherson region has such sources, so
there is no alternative but to bring wa-
ter. And every person with all the utility
needs needs at least 50 liters of water
per day to function,” he summarized.

It is worth noting that Ukrhydroener-
go estimates that the restoration of the
hydroelectric power plant will cost the
country about $1 billion.

Ecocide

Ukraine is currently facing a real en-
vironmental problem. Other world-fa-
mous sites with protected status are
also suffering from the occupier’s
actions. These include Dzharylgach
Island and the Kinburn Peninsula, the
Oputsky Reserve, where Russia has
set up military training grounds, the
Askania Nova Reserve in the Kherson
region, the underwater inhabitants of

the Black and Azov Seas, and Khortyt-
sia Island in Zaporizhzhia. Due to the
dam blowing up, the Nizhnedniprovs-
ky National Park was flooded and
such a natural protected area as the
Oleshky Sands with rare species of
animals and plants was threatened
with extinction.

Ukraine needs the world’s atten-
tion as never before

According to Foreign Minister Dmyt-
ro Kuleba, the explosion of the Ka-
khovka hydroelectric power plant is a
war crime and that the only way to stop
the biggest terrorist of the 21st centu-
ry, Russia, is to expel it from Ukraine.

The least we can do is speak out
and draw attention to the scale of the
disaster.

For example, the U.S. Agency for In-
ternational Development (USAID) has
already announced that for three
months the United States will provide
financial assistance to Ukrainians
($608,000) who suffered as a result
of the hydroelectric power plant. And
the Pentagon intends to announce a
new package of military aid to Ukraine
worth more than $2 billion, and Canada

- $400 million.
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JIedinb, myka i pak

MnaBaB cobi nebiab
Oinsa 6epera. 3irHysLwmn
LUMIO, AVMBUBCSH Y BOAY.
A Ha3yCcTpiy nomy —
Lyka. 3ynmHunacs i
nuTae:

— Ckaxwn, bygb
nackasuin, oe Tm
OyBa€eLL, KON piyka
3amep3ae?

— A ons 4oro ue T06i
3HaTn?

— Ta a xoTina 6 Ha
31MMY KYOUCb BTEKTH,
a To nig, NboaoM
3aguxatoca 6e3
CBIXOIro NoBITpA.

— ¢ Ha 3nmy BighiTato
[0 Tennmx KpaiB Ta
>XMBY TaM [0 BECHMW.

— BisbMu i meHe 3
coboto! — nonpocuna

LyKa.

— JJOMOBUAUCH.

[MoyyB iXHIO PO3MOBY
pak i Kaxe:

— MoxHa i MeHi 3
BaMun?

— [Jobpe, 9KuWo ayxe
X0yelLl.

MwuHyno nito, HacTana LLlyka cka3ana pakosi JaBan Bi3bMeMO 3
OCiHb. J1ebigb 3buparucs. co0b0l0 xapuiB.
| rOoBOPUTD: Pak nogymas, — | kyan mn ix

— Byopbte roTosi Ha noaymas i MOBUTb: nokagemo?
3aBTpa. Nicnsa obigy — A 9K e MU, CecTpo, — JaBan cknagemo
BUJIITAEMO. OynemMo Xutun 6e3 ixi? BCEe Ha Bi3 Ta
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BMPSI>XXEMOCb Y HbOI 0.

Pak i wyka 3HanLnm
Bi3, nocknaganu Tyau
Xapyi Ta YekarTb
nebepns. pyroro
OHA npuneTiB nebiaob
| Kaxe:

— Hy, Bu rotosi? A 10
a1 BXe neyvy!

— l[oToBI, roTosi,
Tinbky TM, Gyab nacka,
DOMOMOXWN HaM

TArHYTU BI3.

— [Jobpe. Hinnante
MEHI MOTY3KY 3a HOrY.

Pak npue’a3as nebens
3a Hory. CBOIO MOTY3KY
B34B Y KJIELLHI, a LyKa
3a TpeTIo BYyenunacs
3ybamun.

— Hy, pazowm!
Pywainmo!

Pak nocyHyB
Hasapg, Lyka CTpisiolo

po3irHanachb y Boay,
a nebigob nigneTis
Bropy. O6ipeanncb
BCi TPY MOTY3KMU i Bi3
3aJIMLLIMNBCS Ha TOMY X
MicCL,i, Oe " CTOSB.
Tinbkun xabkn nobpe
HacMISINNCb | HEMano
JVBYBaNNChb, 9Kk Nediab,
pak i WwyKa He BMinu
371arogmnTn Noi3aKy.
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3ATOPU3OHTANNIO:

1. OGpapoBa kawa 3 94MiHHMX abo
MWEeHNYHUX 3€epeH, yXmBaHa 3 CO-
NOAKOI NigNUBOIO HanepeaoaHi
PisgBa um Bopoxpewa. 4. Tucsaya
kinorpamis. 8. CykynHicTb npegme-
TiB, BUPOOGIB (i3 TKaHMHU, XYTpa,
WKipu), IKMMU NOKPUBAIOTh Tino. 11.
MoTar po 4oro-He6Gynb. 13. Bigyaii-
OylWHa NioAuHa, gKa HiYoro He 60-
iTbCHl, IKY HE CNU-HUTb Hislka He-
6e3neka. 15. Ctapa Ha3Ba nitepu
«a». 17. ...-p’Ieyap (mnepxaBa B 3a-
XigHin Adpwuui, WO MexXye Ha niB-
Houyi 3 Mani i BypkiHa-®aco, Ha
cxogai 3 MaHolo, Ha 3axogi 3 Jlibepieto
i MBiHeel, Ha NiBOAHIi OMUBaETbLCH
I'BiHelicbkolO 3aTokol0). 19. EcTo-
Heub (3acT.). 20. OgHa i3 cknagoBux
Ha3B 3BYKiB, Te X came, wo E a6o
e. 21. 3ByKkOoHacnigyBaHHS, WO ne-
penae koTa4ye HaBKaHHA. 23. Jla-
rog>XeHHs NpULINBaHHAM naTtok. 26.
Benukuii xmxwuii 3Bip poauHu
KOTAYMX i3 KOPOTKOI >XXOBTOIO
WepcTio i JOBrol MNULIHOIO TpuU-
BOIO Yy caMmuiB. 27. Hu3bkuit 4ono-
Biuun ronoc. 29. CurHan Tpusoru y
BUNaaKy sIKOro-Hebyab Hew,acTs.
30. dopma cninbHOCTI nogent 3a
nepBiCHOOOLWMHHOrO napgy, rocno-
napcbke i couianbHe 006’€gHaHHA
KpPOBHUX poauyiB. 32. Kyxap Ha Ko-
pabni. 34. MyHiuunaniter y ®paH-
uii, y periodi Hop-MNa-pe-Kane,
nenaptameHT Hop. 35. Amepwu-
KaHCbKUI }i3uK-TeopeTunk, siKumn
OyB ynoctoeHuit Ho6eniBcbkoi npe-
Mmii 3 ximii B 1998 poui 3a po3BuToK
Teopii ¢dyHKUiOHana enekTpPoHHOI
ryctuHun. 37. MNputoka piykn Mic-
cicini, WO npoTikae TepuTopieio
CLUA. 39. HeBenukunii 3an, KimHata
nepen rosoBHUM 3aJiOM Yy BEJINKUX
rpoMaacbknx OyauHKax, nanauax.
41. NiBpeHHa TpaB’AHNCTA, pigwe
KywWwoBa POCJAMHA 3 BeJINKUMU
3y6yacTumu nuctkamu. 42. Te came,
wo pgonuHa. 44. HaBanbHu Hanag
Bilicbka Ha Bopora. 45. AnoHcbka
HacTinbHa rpa. 48. Po3miHHa mo-
HeTta CouianictnyHoi Pecny6niku
B’etHam, popiBHioe 1/100 [AoHra.
49. lMpepcTtaBHUK rpynu MMOBIPHO
C/IOB’SIHCbKMX TMJIEMEH, L0 3ragy-
I0TbCS  Bi3aHTINCbKMMM aBTOpaMu
3 4 cT. po noyartky 7 cT. 51. ApBu-
pac Pomac ... (BipmomMuii papsiHCb-
KU NniToBCbKUi GackeTbonicT). 55.
ToHki powku. 56. HuxHA onopHa
yacTuHa 4yoro-Hebyab (OyaiBni, cro-
pyAn, KOHCTPYK-uii i T. iH.). 57.
3aspanerigb o6aymaHuic nnaH, Ha-
Mip, NepeBa>kHO TAaEMHUWN, BapTumn
ocyny. 58. Xanaya komaxa. 59.
lFonkinep. 61. EnekTpnyHun npunag
ONS CYWIiHHSA BOJIOCCS, PYK i T. iH.

CTpyMeHeM Harpitoro nositpsa. 63.
Mictoner Tokapesa. 66. CimHagus-
Ta niTepa rpeubkoi abetkn. 67. Xi-
Houe iM’a (Big rpeubk. nycTtens). 70.
Micue 3’egHaHHS 3WIMTUX KYCKiB
TKaHUHU, WKipW i T. iH. 72. Mipa Baru
KOLUTOBHOIO KaMeHI0, L0 AOPIBHIOE
0,2 rpama. 74. daxiBeub 3 icTopii.
75. YonoBive iMm’a (rpeu. Henepe-
MOXHUM). 76. IM’a 3-ro npe3ngeHTa
Xopsartii Mlocunoeuya. 77. OanHuus
BUMIipPIOBAaHHSA MOTYXHOCTi B Mix-
HapoAHi cuctemi ogmHunub. 79. Nyy-
HUA, NPOTSXJ/INBUIA KPUK TBAPUHMW.
80. Wnsx, 3aci6, pyx AYyXOBHOI
npakTuku B Oyaausmi, 3aBASKU
AKOMY [A0CSIraloTb MNPOCBIT/IEHHS.
81. PeBonbBep 0cob6nMBOi cuctemmn
3 obepTtoBuM OapabGaHom. 83. Cea-
TWI ... (CTapo3aBiTHilA NpaBeaHuK).
85. IpnaHacbka pecnyb6nikaHcbka
apwmiqa. 86. XiMiyHUM enemMmeHT, wWwo
Hanexutb po VIl rpynn nepiogny-
HOi cucrtemmn, KM 3 MeTanamu
yTBOploe coni. 88. 3BykoHacniny-
BaHHS, WO O3HA4Ya€ 3BYK KamnaHHS.
90. Mininitp. 91. 3yxBana, rpy6a,
HaxabHa noguHa. 92. Y AaBHii pe-

uii — MY3MYHUIA XaHP, NpUcCBaYe-
HUW AnonnoHy. 94. B paBHboOErun-
neTcobkin penirii — 6or CoHus, TBO-

peub cBiTy. 95. Te came, WO Haci-
BaHHA. 97. AHrnincbkuii ¢inocod-
cxonacT, ¢paHumnckaHeub. 99. Npea-
CTaBHUK HaApOAHOCTi, fika XMBE Ha
y3b6epexxi OXOTCbKOro mopsl i B
niBHiYHUX paroHax HAkyTii. 100. Y
pesikux kpaiHax CxigHoi n MiBpeH-
HOi A3ii Ta Adppuku — nerka pBO-
KOJIiCHa pecopHa Konsicka, B §IKy

BnpsaAraeTbca nwoauHa. 101.
--I'pycTb (icTopuuHa micueBicTb
Knesa).

3A BEPTUKAJJIIO:

1. PopoBa rpomapa, pia. 2. Topro-
BefibHa Hapb6aBka. 3. Mae
(ECTOHCbKMI ANXHUK, ONIMMINCH-
knii mepanict). 4. XimiyHni ene-
MEHT, MpoCcTa pe4YOBUHA HKOro —
nerku cpiénactnii metan — mMiu-
HUW i KOpo3iliHOCTINKMIA. 5. ... Map-
kep (6puUTaHCbKUI cuUeHapicT, pe-
Xucep, npopilocep — CTpPivyku
«Now Is Good», 2012; «The Best
Exotic Marigold Hotel», 2011). 6.
BucnoBneHHss 3a0XO4YEHHs, CMOHY-
KaHHA Ao aii. 7. MNpeacrtaBHuUK, [o-
BipeHa ocoba opraHisauii, ycTaHo-
BWU i T. iH., WO BUKOHYE Pi3Hi Aopy-
YeHHd, 3aBpaHHAa. 8. OgMHUYHUN
BekTop. 9. ...-kano (y mysuui —
«crno4yaTtky» (3Hak NoBTOpeHHS)). 10.
MouyyTTa cunbHOro oGypeHHs. 12.
Benuke npumilieHHa, npusHaye-
He Ong Yoro-HeOyab. 14. XypoXHin
dinbm pexucepa OnekcaHppa IBa-

HiBCbKOro (KiHoCTyAia «PapsiHCbke
KiHO», 1928 p.). 16. OciHHS opaHka
nons pns CiHHA SpUX KyJabTyp
HaBecHi. 18. Piyka Ha MiBHiYHOMY
KaBkasi, niea nputoka pidyku Ky-
6aHb. 20. N'ycTa conopka maca, iky
6p>xonn BUpPOONSAIOTL i3 HekTapy
KkBiTiB. 22. YopHa ma3b gng 3ma-
WYyBaHHS LWWIKipSHOro B3yTTH. 24.
deHoNbHA cnoslyka POCAUHHOIO
MOXOAXXEHHSA, WO MICTUTbL Beauke
4Yyucno rigpokcunbHux rpyn. 25. Ha-
rpoMap>XeHHs 4oro-Hebyab y Benu-
Kin KinbkocTi. 26. OnTU4YHe ckno,
obmexeHe pABoMa cdpepuiHUMU
nosepxHamu abo opHielo coe-
PUYHOIO Ta OAHI€I0 NAOCKOIO, 3[aT-
He 36upaTtm abo poaciloBaTy Npo-
MEHi, WO npoxoasiTb KpPi3b HbOrO.
28. BiyHO3eneHe xBOliHe AepeBo.
30. ...-KiHOH-TaB (06nacTb B cknapgi
Yenbcy, po3TawoBaHa Ha nNiBAHI
KpaiHun). 31. Hanit y porti, Ha rybax
Big, cnparu. 33. Nl'eomeTpuyHa oi-
rypa, yreopeHa gBoma fiHiamn, wo
BUXOAATb 3 opHiei Touyku. 35.
OcTaHHii npaBuTenb | anHacTii
PaHHbOro uapctea [laBHboro €run-
Ty (6n. 2890 o H. e.). 36. CaHTa ...
(pi3pBAHNIA nNepcoHax B 3axigHux
KpaiHax). 38. CtiHa i3 BcTaBneHummn
B Hei ikoHaMun, sika B NpaBOCNaBHiIl
uepkBi Bipokpemnioe BiBTap Bif
LeHTpanbHoi YyacTuHu. 40. Mignitok,
IOHaK, KU BHACNiAOK akcenepauii
€ BULUM Ha 3picT, Pi3nmyHO GinbLue
PO3BUHYTUM, HIXX MOr0 POBECHUKU
nonepepHix nokoniHb. 43. Micto B
Anonii, B npedekTypi Ciasyoka. 46.
MicTto, ne npoBoaunTbCcs BcecBiTHIl
€KOHOMIiYHWN popyMm. 47. Himeubknii
MaTtemMaTtuk, 9Kuii gocnigus Bnac-
TNBOCTI A3eTa-PpyHKUiT i nokasas
il 3B’930K i3 po3noAinomMm npocTux
yncen. 50. YotnpHapguaTa nitepa
BipMeHcbkoi abeTkn. 51. MyHiuu-
nanitet y ®@paHuii, y perioni JlaHre-
NoK-PyccinbiioH, penaptameHT lap.
52. HeBenukuii pectopaH, B SKOMY
Hanoi Ta 3aKyCKW CMOXuBalTb
6ina ctoiikn O6ydety abo 3a cTO-
nukamu. 53. B penirii gaBHix erun-
TH — 60rvHsa Heba, ApyXunHa 6ora
3emni Ne6a. 54. XapyoBuii NpoAyKT,
o MNOro oAepXylTb i3 Monoka
npu MOro ckBawyBaHHI W Bipo-
KpeMneHHi cupoBatku. 55. OpgHo-
piyHa TpaB’dHucTa TennojobHa
pocnnHa poAauHM 3nakoBux. 58.
Hes3amypoBaHa 4YaCTUHa CTiHN,
cnopyau, pisHoi ¢opmu i npm-
3HavyeHHs. 60. Micto B 4noHii, y
npedekTypi ®Pykyii. 62. HoTtapiyc.
64. Pociiicbka ¢irypucrtka. 65.
Cnyra y naHiB a6o npu pecTopaHi,
roteni (B nomiwmubkomMy Ta Oyp-
>Xya3Homy no6yTi). 68. BepTtukanb-
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¢ Vocal lessons for children and adults

* Voice setting

* Work on vocal breathing, sound man-
agement, intonation, diction and musi-

cal image

e Preparation for international and all-
Ukrainian vocal competitions

Sacramento, CA
(916) 594-5641

lesia.zabashta@gmail.com

Ha vacTuHa OynoBu, fiIka CIYXWUTb
ANS NiATPUMAHHA NEepPeKpUTTIB i
ONS poO3AiNeHHS NPUMIlLeHHS Ha
YyacTUHU i T. iH. 69. MyHiuunaniteT
y ®paHuii, y perioHi AksiTaHig,
penaptameHT AtnaHTudHi MipeHei.
70. HaBanbHuii, pi3kuii panTtoBuii
nopueB cuabHOro BiTpy (iHoAi 3
powem). 71. Toin, XxTO Kepye BaTta-
roto. 72. MNMnockoBepxi nnato a6o
OCTaHLUi, 3BUYaWHO 3 KPYTUMM 4un
06pPUBMCTUMM CXUNaMU, TONIOBHUM
ynHom y CepepHii Aszii. 73. Ko-
POTKWIA, Pi3KWIA, NOPUBYACTUNA PYyX

* iHXeHepia

* MeguuuHa
* npaBso
- GisHec

Coto3 YkpaiHok AmMepuku (CYA) paauii NoBiAOMUTU, L0 CTYAEHTH, AKi
HaByalTbca y CLUA, MaloTb MOX/IMBICTL OTPUMATUN HOBY CTUMNEHAI0,

L0 MPOMNOHYETbLCS y NapTHepcTBi 3 doHAaom im. C. Boeka. (!A6o: «Coto3
YkpaiHok Amepuku (CYA) paauii noBifoMUTY NPO 3ano4yaTKyBaHHS Y
naptHepcTBi 3 PoHaom iM. C. BoBKka HOBOT CTUNEHAIT AN1A CTYAEHTIB, aKi
HaByalTbes y CLUA» — 06epiTb Kpawmii/BiANOBiAHILLIMI BapiaHT.)

CtuneHpais im. C. BoBka/CYA 2023 poky HagaBaTumeTbCca ocob6am
YKPaiHCbKOro NOX0AXXEeHHs, 30KpemMa ykpaiHuaMm AMepuku, aKi
3aKiHYMAKN NepLUInii KypC akpeanToBaHOro yHiBepcuteTy. BoHn noBuHHI
OyTn CTyaeHTaMu fieHHOi pOpMU HaBYaHHS Ta MaTU cepefHii 6an He
HUX4MIA, HiX 3,5. TpaHT y poamipi $4000 6yae AOCTYMNHWI 4SS CTYAEHTIB,
MaricTpaHTiB Ta acnipaHTiB y TakKux ranyssx:

« di3nyHi Ta NPUPOAHUYI HayKK

* My3uka / 06pa3oTBOpPYE MUCTELTBO.

KiHueBunii TepmiH nopavi 3asBok — 1 4yepBHa 2023 poky. 3auikaBneHi
3a9BHUKM MOXYTb 03HANOMUTUCS 3 AeTanbHiwot iHpopmauieio 3a
nocunaHHsam: www.unwla.org

LLLo6 aizHaTucs Ginblwe npo MoHa, 6yab nacka, Bigsinante
https://www.vovkfoundation.org/

KOro-, 4yoro-Hebyab. 78. KonuwHs
ppi6bHa moHeTa I3painio, wo po-
pisHioBana 1/100 i3painbcbkoro
¢dyHTa. 80. Y cepenHboBiYHili CkaH-
AvHaBii — 3HaTHa nwoaunHa. 81.
3aaym, GaxaHHA 3pobuUTUM wWo-
Hebynb. 82. NMpepcraBHULUSA camMo-
AiCbKOro aBTOXTOHHOrNO Hapoay
Ha niBHo4Yi €EBpasii (Pocia). 84.
3ryuwieHa BapiHHAM cmona. 85.

KanbmaH (yropcbkui KOMNo3uTop).
86. Noploya piauHa, NnpoaykT nepe-
roHku HadpTu. 87. KiHueBa 4yacTuHa
BCiX ropu3oHTanbHUX abo NOXunnx

paHroyTHux gepes. 89. Yitko okpec-
neHa, rnmboka, HewMpokKka A0NuHa,
AP 4Yn piyvuie, 3BU4ANHO nopochi
nicom. 91. Tutyn moHapxa, deo-
panbHoro npasutensa B 6aratbox
KpaiHax Cxony B cepepgHi Biku, a
TakoX ocoba, o mana uein TUTyn.
93. TpaB’aHuCTa pocanHa 3 [OB-
rMM cTebsioM i BEIMKUMU KBiTKamMu
(nepeBa>kHO 4epPBOHOro KOJbOPY).
95. MyHiuunaniteT B ITanii, y perio-
Hi Jlirypia, npoBiHuia MeHys. 96. He
Mu, a 97. O6GnacHuii LEeHTp B
Kupruscrani. 98. Aitn.
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AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE DAY THROUGH
THE EYES OF A UKRAINIAN IMMIGRANT

Myroslav Hrekh

When we say America, we usually
mean the United States of America.
On July 4, the United States will cel-
ebrate its Independence Day for the
247" time, Independence Day, as
Americans themselves call it - the
holiday — Fourth of July.

Despite the fact that Independence
Day is officially celebrated on July 4,
the final wording of the Declaration
of the North American Colonies was
approved two days earlier — on July 2,
1776. It was only on July 4 that repre-
sentatives of 13 states at the Second
Continental Congress decided the fa-
te of further relations with London by
adopting the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, in which the colonies were first
called the “United States of America”
and proclaimed an independent state.

The main compiler of the document
was a prominent figure of the Ameri-
can Revolution, diplomat and philoso-
pher of the Enlightenment (in the future
the 3 President of the United States
(in 1801-1809) Thomas Jefferson, who
gave the document literary perfection,
providing it with colorful, but at the sa-
me time, accessible literary phrases.
Together with him, another future US
president, John Adams, as well as Ben-
jamin Franklin, Roger Sherman, and
Robert Livingston, worked on the do-
cument. In American historiography,
the authors and signatories of the
Declaration are called the Founding
Fathers, and they have such authority
that when controversial issues arise in
the interpretation of the US Constitu-
tion or laws, lawyers take into account
their views recorded in manuscripts,
books, and even personal correspon-
dence.

The fate of some of the 56 Founding
Fathers who signed the document on
August 2, 1776, is interesting: nine of
them died during the War of Indepen-
dence, five were captured by British
troops and executed for treason. The
aforementioned Presidents John Ad-
ams and Thomas Jefferson died on the
same day and exactly half a century
after the signing of the Declaration, on
July 4, 1826.

The US national flag is a historical
echo of those events: today, it features
50 stars (according to the number of
states), plus seven red stripes and six
white stripes, symbolizing the first 13

states that signed the Declaration.

The first Independence Day celebra-
tion took place on July 8, 1776 in Phil-
adelphia. On that day, the Declaration
of Independence was read publicly for
the first time after people gathered at
the Liberty Bell Square.

It is known that turkey was suggest-
ed by Benjamin Franklin as a traditio-
nal dish for celebrating Independence
Day. Fireworks are an integral part of
the celebration of this day.

The Declaration of Independence
itself proclaimed the principle of popu-
lar sovereignty as the basis of the
state system and rejected the monar-
chical theory of the divine origin of
power that prevailed at the time. In
opposition to the British crown, the
Founding Fathers (including aristo-
crats of British descent) confirmed the
right of the people to revolt and over-
throw the despotic government, decla-
ring the inalienable rights of every per-
son inviolable, namely, “the right to life,
liberty, and the right to happiness.”

The right to life, liberty and happi-
ness. These words have always been
relevant, especially now, when there is
a war in Ukraine, and when the racists
want to take away this right from the
Ukrainian people.

Coming back to the understanding
and perception of America, | remem-
ber when | was a little boy, it was per-
ceived as something big and wealthy,
distant and unattainable. Packages
from America came to the village, filled
with all kinds of good things that were

not available in stores. People who re-
ceived these packages were consid-
ered lucky, rich. They distributed the-
se things among their families, some-
times even selling them to neighbors
and friends. In general, it was believed
that those who had come to America
to work before the Soviet regime had
become rich and should help their
poor relatives back home.

My great-grandfather Mykhailo also
went to the United States in the early
20" century, worked there, sent mon-
ey, and then they used to send it to
my great-grandmother Anna (I called
her grandmother Anna), and she used
it to buy land and expand her farm.
They used to say that land is iron ca-
pital — it will not burn in the fire, nor
will water take it away. The Muscovites
came and took it away without fire or
water. So, he invited his grandmother
Anna to come with the children to his
place, because it was good there.
However, my grandmother was afraid
to sail on the ship, as she called it, “on
the slate,” and begged him to come
back. He did return. And soon the First
World War began, and he was taken
to the Austrian army to the front, from
where he never returned. | remember
how my grandmother Anna was con-
stantly complaining, she could not
forgive herself: “Why didn’t | listen to
him, why didn’t | go to America,” be-
cause the Soviets came, took the
land, robbed the farm, and killed the
children who became adults and went
against them.
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Heavy memories...

| return to the words right to life,
freedom, and happiness. The key, in
my opinion, is freedom, because ha-
ving it, you can build a happy life for
yourself. And America is first and fo-
remost about freedom. Freedom of
thought, speech, and action. It is also
freedom of creativity, the possibility
of free, purposeful, often hard work.
That is why the United States is a rich
and prosperous country, the richest in
the world. It provides all of its citizens
with opportunities for a happy life:
young people with access to compre-
hensive development and quality edu-
cation, adults with access to profes-
sional growth and gainful employment,
and the elderly with access to a com-
fortable life. For this reason, it attracts
emigrants from different countries like
a magnet.

However, this freedom is not per-
missive; it cannot restrict or harm the
freedom of other people. Therefore,
there are restrictive measures in place
in the form of laws, law enforcement
agencies, and most importantly, mo-
ral and restraining principles. In Ame-
rica, it is a shame to be a thief, a ban-
dit, a liar. This causes public and indi-
vidual condemnation. Being an honest
person is more important here than
any benefits or wealth. In addition, it
has a beneficial effect on a person’s
well-being, moral, psychological and
even physical condition. “I am an hon-
est person!” — an average American
can proudly say about himself.

Honesty goes hand in hand with the
kindness and goodwill of Americans.

Orest Balytsky D.M.D.

Diplomate, American Board of Endodontics

(707) 763-2170

orbendo17@msn.com
www.petalumaendo.com

An immigrant woman who finished
her housework early, went out and
sat down to rest on the side of the
road, waiting for a public transport,
was pleasantly surprised when pass-
ing cars stopped and people asked if
she was okay, if she needed help.
Eventually, fleeing from this pleasant
obsession, she had to return to the hou-
se. These expressions of friendliness
and willingness to help can be found at
every turn — in a store, in public trans-
port, on the street, in public places.

Of course, the most important thing
is freedom of choice. Starting from
the choice of school, profession, way
of communication and life to the
choice of the government. The opin-
ion of the majority of society is the cor-
nerstone in building foreign and do-
mestic policies and development stra-
tegies. This is true democracy (the
power of the people), not the fake de-
mocracy that existed in the former
Soviet Union and now exists in Rus-
sia, Belarus, and some Central Asian
countries.

Important in this regard is the abili-
ty of the state to reliably defend its
freedom, democracy and independen-
ce from encroachments by envious
neighbors, open and hidden enemies.
This function is performed by the
armed forces. The United States has
created the most powerful army in
the world, highly technological and
progressive. It is the main one in the
NATO bloc, a guarantor of security
and protection of other democracies
in Europe and in different parts of the
world. The United States of America
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is the largest supplier of weapons to
our Armed Forces in the fight against
the racist aggressor, the largest finan-
cial donor, and an assistant in training
and instructing our military. Without
their help, Ukraine would not have
been able to successfully fight and
defeat the Muscovites. Many thanks
to them for that!

Of course, a country as big as the
United States has its problems, and
there are pages of history that do not
embellish it. One of them is the depor-
tation of Japanese to concentration
camps during World War Il, which is
now being mentioned by some pol-
iticians and talked about a Iot in an
effort to humiliate America. However,
these are far from the kind of camps
that were in Nazi Germany, and the
government recognized this mistake
at the time and apologized to the Jap-
anese. The problem of racism is still a
heavy burden. And in this matter, the
state is doing everything possible to
get rid of it, so that all nationalities can
live happily, so that in reality, not just
in declarations, all citizens have equal
rights and freedoms. The strength of
the state lies not in the fact that it do-
es not make mistakes, but in recogniz-
ing them and successfully correcting
them.

| don’t know what the world would
be like if there were no USA, but |
know for sure that human civilization
would be different, and it would pro-
bably lose a lot. So, long live and pros-
per America! And Glory to Ukraine!
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CLARINET & SAXOPHONE
LESSONS FOR CHILDREN
AND ADULTS
in Citrus Heights, CA

Master of Arts in Performance and Conducting from
Lviv (Ukraine) National Music Academy named after M.
Lysenko

Over 30 years of teaching and performing experience

« Clarinet and Saxophone Professor at Drohobych Music
College named after V. Barvinskyy (1991 — 2022)

» Wind Instruments Orchestra Conductor of Drohobych
Music College (2000 - 2022)

» Head of Drohobych Music College Department of Wind
and Percussion Instruments (2014 — 2022)

+ Adjudicator of WindStars International Competition
(2021 and 2022)

» Jazz Band Performer (Alto Saxophone, 2000 — 2021)

Contact me for a free 20-minute introductory lesson

at (916) 809-3307

olehsolyar@gmail.com

+ My
UKRAINIAN ;("
CATHOLIC < l}E,
UNIVERSITY >

$ FOUNDATION P <

NO ONE WALKS ALONE:

UCU is Addressing the Physical and Mental Health Needs of
Ukraine’s Vulnerable Population.

Ukrainian Catholic University is expanding its programs in
psychology, social work, physical rehabilitation, and occupational
rehabilitation to equip a new generation of professionals whose
skills are already in high demand.

UCU also plans to establish its first Medical Center where
consultation, therapeutic, preventive, and rehabilitation services
will be provided to the UCU community and beyond.

To learn more and to donate please visit:

UCUFoundation.org
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22 JUL

UKRAINIAN
SUNFLOWER
FESTIVAL &
FUNDRAISER

Jing Li and Toni Gale

Where: Odd Fellows Cupertino 70
Lodge

When: Saturday, 4 PM - 7 PM

Following the success of last
summer's fundraiser, join us on July
22th at the Odd Fellows Lodge in
Cupertino as we gather with friends
to enjoy food, music, and drinks
to celebrate the resilience of the
Ukrainian people! This event is co-
sponsored by the Odd Fellows Lodge
70 and the NorCal Peace Corps
Association. CnaBa YkpaiHi! Glory to
Ukraine!

Guests will enjoy a traditional
3-course Ukrainian dinner prepared
by returned Peace Corps Volunteers
who served in Ukraine. The event will
also feature Ukrainian guest speakers
and stories from other returned Peace
Corps Volunteers who served in
Ukraine.

Tickets start at $70
https://www.facebook.com
events/1210624642940906

22-23 JUL

UKRAINE: RUN
TO REBUILD
SCHOOLS

San Francisco
Marathon

ReimagineUkraine.org

Where: San Francisco

When: Saturday, Sunday

Our fundraising campaign aims
at helping children in Ukraine regain
access to safe school education that
they have lost due to the unprovoked
russian war against Ukraine. To
accomplish this goal, we partnered
with a trustworthy direct-action
Ukrainian non-profit organization,
savED, which works to restore
school infrastructure. SavED is co-
founded and run by the ex-Minister
of Education and Science of Ukraine,
Anna Novosad, with all the funds going
directly toward the most immediate
and impactful ways of restoring kids’
access to education.

Relmagine Ukraine Foundation is
a 501(c)(3) Nonprofit Organization.
Donations and gifts are deductible
to the full extent allowable under IRS
regulations (EIN: 92-0296559).

This year we are teaming up with the
SF Marathon to raise money to rebuild
schools in Ukraine. Run a family 1K,
5K, 10K, Half Marathon, Marathon or
an Ultra race with us.
https://donorbox.org/ukraine-run-to-
rebuild-schools

3 AUG

STEPAN

GIGA — SAN
FRANCISCO -
USA & CANADA

ATLAS Entertainment

Where: City Nights 715 Harrison
Street San Francisco, CA 94107
United States

When: Thu, 7 PM - 10 PM

Discover Ukrainian music — attend
Stepan Giga's live performance on
August 3 in San Francisco!

Stepan Giga is a singer, composer,
and People's Artist of Ukraine. He
has released 5 music albums and has
received 3 "Golden Disk" awards.

Stepan Giga has become the voice
of several generations of Ukrainians

— his songs are passionately sung by
both the youth and adults.

Moreover, this tour has a charitable
purpose! A portion of the proceeds
from this tour by ATLAS Entertainment
will be donated to the needs of the
Armed Forces of Ukraine.

Tickets start at $35
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/stepan-
giga-san-francisco-usa-canada-
2023-tickets-646262387197

5 AUG

5'NIZZA NORTH
AMERICAN
TOUR

2023 | SAN
FRANCISCO

ATLAS Entertainment

Where: City Nights, 715 Harrison St,
San Francisco, CA

When: Saturday, 7 PM

Serhiy Babkin and Andriy
Zaporozhets will perform in eight
cities, including Vancouver, Seattle,
San Francisco, Los Angeles, Miami,
New York, Chicago and Toronto.

Only the most famous songs,
including Jamaica, Soldier, Arrow,
I believe in you; only the most
sincere acoustic guitar chords, light
percussion and two voices that slowly
immerse you in the rhythms of reggae,
funk, rock and hip-hop.

This special musical blend of
lyricism and healthy sarcasm hits all

Bu moxeTe nigTpnmaTtun Hawy raseTy, SKWO 3pO-
6uTte ogHopa3oBuit PayPal BHecok 4u BUcTtaBute
NMOBTOPHMWI WOMICA4YHNI BHECOK i nepengeTe Ha
CTOpPiHKY nicna ckaHyBaHHA QR-kopy. MNaserta
«'pomapa» € HeKOMepLiHO opraHisauieto 3npa-

BOM Ha cnucaHHsa 501(c)(3) nopaTkis.

You could support our newspaper by following
QR code to PayPal link where you could make one
time payment or reoccuring monthly payments.
Newspaper Hromadais a tax-deductible 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization.
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the vital points at once, bringing each
of us back to carefree youth when the
trees were taller.

For two decades now, 5’NIZZA
has been delighting listeners with
incomparable songwriting, lyrical
lyrics and skillful wordplay.

Tickets start at $20
https://bomond.com/events/5-nizza-
north-american-tour-2023-san-
francisco

24 AUG

ARTEM
PIVOVAROV -
LIVE IN SAN
FRANCISCO

ARTEM PIVOVAROV, FishCanFly

Where: 3140 Mission St, San
Francisco, CA 94110

When: Thursday, 9 PM

Artem Pivovarov with a big charity
tour in the USA and Canada!

Artem Pyvovarov is an original

Ukrainian artist, whose songs instantly
become hits and become #1 on the
charts. The winner of the Yuna award
"Best Artist” and "Hit of the Year™".
At the concerts, you will hear your
favorite hits, including “exasto,
“Mipax”, “PangeBy”, “Oymn”, and you
will be able to recharge yourself with
positive emotions because Pivovarov
Team concerts are always sincere
communication and energy exchange.
https://eventcartel.com/events
artem-pivovarov-live-2-tickets-
7107/?promo=0afbd58c725dac18b25
dadal7bidc5fe

UKRAINIAN HEROES WITH THE PROTEZ
FOUNDATION IN SAN FRANCISCO

Dear friends,

Thank you for coming yesterday,
June 9" and for supporting our Ukrai-
nian Heroes during their visit to Califor-
nia with the Protez Foundation.

This marked the third group of our
defenders to visit San Francisco, Sac-
ramento, and the Bay Area this time.

We express our deepest gratitude
to Father Georgii and the St. Michaels
Ukrainian Orthodox Church for gene-
rously opening their doors and hos-
ting our event, providing blessings
and kind words. We also extend our
thanks to Mr. Dmytro Kushneruk Con-
sul General at the Consulate General
of Ukraine in San Francisco, for at-
tending our event and greeting our
defenders.

It is of utmost importance to assist
our warriors in minimizing psycholog-
ical trauma and helping them reinte-
grate into their daily lives. During our
heartfelt conversations, we discussed
Ukrainian heroism, the magnitude of
the tragedy, and the needs of our He-
roes.

We extend our gratitude to all the
active participants in our Action, and
we are thrilled to announce that we
were able to collect $5,880 for the
Protez Foundation! Mykola Sarazhyns-
kyy thank you for constant work!

Thank you all once again for your un-
wavering support!

Glory to Ukraine!

Glory to Heroes!

Hromada Team
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