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Vitaliy Portnykov | NOTES FOR DECEMBER

THE YEAR’S KEY EVENT AND
THE KREMLIN’S INTENTIONS

When discussing the major events of
2024, the most significant one stands
out immediately — though its conse-
quences for the United States, Ukraine,
and the world will only become evi-
dent following year. This event is the
2024 presidential election and Donald
Trump’s triumphant return. Naturally,
we all recall his promises to end the war
in 24 hours and continue to search how
the elected president actually plans to
resolve the conflict. Especially since
Trump has reiterated this ambition
after his election, though without refe-
rencing the 24-hour timeframe.

Already now, a few weeks before
the inauguration of the new President
of the United States, the position of
the Russian leadership regarding any
negotiations with Ukraine and with the
West as such is crystallizing. Donald
Trump's desire to end the Russian-
Ukrainian war is perceived in Moscow
as a sign of weakness on the part of
the new American administration and
as an opportunity to dictate to Donald
Trump conditions that would satisfy
Putin and his inner circle as a result of
the end of military operations on the
territory of Ukraine. And, of course, the
main one of these conditions is the ac-
tual liquidation of sovereign Ukrainian
statehood. For which Putin started this
unjust bloody war.

We just need to carefully monitor the
statements of Russian officials and re-
member that they make certain decla-
rations not only in order to raise the bar
for the possible negotiations, if these
negotiations take place at all. And not
in order to confuse the possible par-
ticipants in these consultations, but
simply because they think so sincerely
and are confident that they will be able
torealize their desires. Any attempts to

taking place in Ukraine.

Please support Vitaly Portnikov’'s new projecton the YouTube
channel, where you will find his streams in English. Spread
it among your friends who do not speak Ukrainian, so that
more people in the world get acquainted with the events

https://www.youtube.com/@PortnikovPost

talk to them only strengthen their con-
fidence that the result will be exactly
what they expect.

Putin's latest statements during his
year-end press conference also de-
monstrated that the Russian leader's
ideas about the possibility of ending
the Russian-Ukrainian war have not
changed since 2022, and Putin is not
going to evolve in connection with the
election of a new American president.
And he hopes that the new American
president will evolve in his, Putin’s,
direction.

Russia continues to see itself as a
target for destabilization by the West.
And we are talking not only about
Russia itself and its interests in the
so-called post-Soviet space, but also
about the allies of the Russian Feder-
ation, whose territories, as is known,
often become a springboard for the
Kremlin to attack other states. Such
a worldview, of course, excludes the
possibility of any constructive dialogue,
any real freezing of the conflict, which,
apparently, continues to be counted on
in the inner circle of the new President
of the United States.

So, we can say that we are now wit-
nessing a situation that has developed
in a conflict between the Russian per-
ception of the world and the percep-
tion of the world by any politician in the
West: Biden, Trump, or anyone else.
Because the perception by the West,
by the same Trump, is connected with
the desire to end the war and prevent
new victims. And the perception by the
Kremlinis to continue the war, because
in Moscow they are used to not taking
into account the victims of their own
compatriots and thus not accepting
these victims by the country on which
Moscow continues its offensive.
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That is why, on the eve of Trump's
inauguration, Putin is raising the sta-
kes again. First, he talks in detail abo-
ut the technical properties of the
Oreshnik missile and even compares
a strike with several of these missiles
with a nuclear weapon — only without
the effect of radioactive fallout. Sec-
ond, he warns that targets may be se-
lected for new strikes by the Oreshnik,
which is already being launched into
mass production. And among these
targets, Putin speaks of decision-mak-
ing centers, thus effectively blackmail-
ing Ukraine by destroying the military
and political leadership of the state.

It is worth recalling that all this
escalation, and not just verbal, is hap-
pening precisely when the US is pre-
paring to transfer power to Donald
Trump, when Donald Trump himself is
appointing his new special represen-
tative for possible negotiations to end
the Russian-Ukrainian war, when there
is a version in the world that it will be
easier for Trump to reach an agree-
ment not only with the president of
Ukraine, even before the start of such
negotiations, but also with the presi-
dent of Russia.

And Putin is absolutely clear in
demonstrating that he has no real
desire for negotiations, that he in-
tends to continue to act in the Rus-
sian-Ukrainian war exclusively from
a position of force. That is, if some-
one wants to negotiate with him, they
must take into account his ultimatum
demands.

Putin and other Russian officials
constantly mention Istanbul and the
mythical acceptance of the Ukrainian
delegation’s ultimatum of Russian con-
ditions. They emphasize that nego-
tiations will begin only after Ukraine
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leaves those parts of the territories
of Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson and
Zaporizhia regions that are currently
under the control of the legitimate
Ukrainian authorities. In addition,
Ukraine must make decisions on de-
militarization, that is, the actual disso-
lution of the Ukrainian Armed Forces,
and on denazification, that is, grant-
ing special rights to the Russian lan-
guage and the Russian Church, as
well as declare its eternal neutral and
nuclear-free status. And only after
all these measures are implemented
can negotiations on a ceasefire begin.

It is also necessary to realize that
from the Russian point of view, all the
time when Ukraine actually disarms
and surrenders to Russia, Russia will
continue to shoot, kill and destroy us.

And these are indeed the real ideas
about the negotiation process that
the Kremlin continues to consider as
a realistic approach to ending the Rus-
sian-Ukrainian conflict.

And so that the West has no doubts
that Putin will not have any other pro-
posals, he is trying to form a new con-
tent of his statements regarding strikes
on Ukraine, to increase the level of
blackmail, to emphasize that without
using real nuclear weapons, he can
use weapons that will be equal to nu-
clear, and at the same time it will not
be considered that a nuclear country
has used nuclear weapons against a
non-nuclear country. That is, to actu-
ally speak out with an already known
arsenal of threats against Ukraine it-
self and the civilized world. He hopes

that this blackmail will force Donald
Trump not just to have some talks with
him, but also to agree to his conditions.

This is precisely what Putin wants -
actual capitulation to the Kremlin. Not
even from Ukraine, but from the Unit-
ed States, because it is precisely such
an American surrender that will very
quickly turn Russia into a real political
hegemon in Europe, will force it to fe-
ar Russia. And this is precisely what
Vladimir Putin is trying to achieve,
blackmailing the world with new stri-
kes on Ukrainian soil, new hateful
crimes.

And the main question is not even
whether Trump will agree to these
mocking "proposals” — in my opinion,
he will not. But how he will stop Putin or
at least help Ukraine stop him.
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Oles Doniy

WE MUST CHANGE. OR WE
WILL BE CHANGED.

We have survived another year of a
difficult war — 2024. Unfortunately, my
prediction from two years ago that the
war would be long, and in one phase
or another it would last until the death
of dictator Putin, came true for anoth-
er year. The war looks more and more

"eternal”: Russia is ready to attack for

the sake of its satanic ideology of the
"Russian world”, which involves the
liguidation of Ukraine, the Ukrainian
language, and Ukrainian culture. But
Ukraine is demonstrating that even
with limited human, financial, and mil-
itary resources, it is ready to resist, is
resisting, and will continue to resist.

Nevertheless, after Donald Trump
won the US presidential election, the
propaganda of “peace” has been
intensifying both in the world and in
Ukraine. Although the newly elected
President himself no longer says that
he will end the war in 24 hours, he ne-
vertheless repeats that the war would
not have started if he had been Presi-
dent at that time, and now he will do
everything in his power to stop the
war. Special “information sources” al-
legedly from Trump’s entourage as-
sure that the proposals will concern
freezing the border along the existing
front line. Kremlin propagandists like
Markov claim that this is not enough
for Russia, and it will also demand the
transfer of the cities of Zaporizhia and
Kherson to the aggressor, because
the occupiers have included the enti-
re Zaporizhia and Kherson regions in
their own Constitution. There is no po-
litical force in Ukraine that would dare
to support such aggressive appetites
of the enemy. Nevertheless, recently,
public voices have been appearing for
the “freezing” of the war. With the aim

of getting a break for internal reinfor-
cement, in order to either prevent a
possible re-offensive by the enemy in
the future, or to recapture the occu-
pied Ukrainian lands in some distant
time. And we are not talking about
emigrants like Arestovych, who, with
a change in his rhetoric, lost trust and
popularity among the vast majority of
Ukrainians just as quickly as he had
gained it before. For example, the head
of the fairly well-known and popular
volunteer project “The First Volunteer
Medical Battalion named after Piro-
gov” is publicly campaigning for the
freezing of the war, and his media re-
cognition is reinforced by billboards
all over Kyiv.

Talks about the possibility of a “free-
ze” are becoming a destructive psy-
chological element that is beginning
to undermine Ukraine from within. That
is why the Putin regime, which is actu-
ally fueled by war and strengthened
by war, is playing with some naive
Western politicians and diplomats, gi-
ving them vain hopes that Russia will
supposedly be ready to make some
compromises.

The Ukrainian authorities, on the
contrary, although they were forced
to change their belligerent rhetoric
to a more moderate one, are not pre-
paring for a war freeze. The Ukrainian
authorities felt that it could become
lifelong while the war continues. In his
presentation of the next plan — now
“resilience” — in the Verkhovna Rada,
the President announced that “We all
know that the Constitution of Ukraine
and the law do not allow holding elec-
tions in wartime. And no one in the
world has demanded and does not
demand this from Ukraine.” And al-
though this is not true, there is a con-
sensus in the country among “parlia-
mentary” parties and groups not to
hold elections. So the “freeze” for the
Ukrainian authorities may turn into
a danger of returning to democratic
procedures, elections, and theoreti-
cal rotation. Therefore, it is unlikely
to even imagine that under pressure
from Trump, the Ukrainian authorities
will agree to sign some “peace agree-
ments” next year. And in this regard,
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strangely enough, there is a coinci-
dence of interests that would seem to
be completely different vectors: the
state interest, according to which we
have no right to sign any agreements
that would give even a small part of
Ukrainian land to the occupier, and
the power-private interest, according
to which no "reconciliation™ can be al-
lowed, because it could lead to elec-
tions and the loss of power of the cur-
rent political "elite.”

Therefore, a more realistic scenario
seems to be that the Ukrainian author-
ities will try to delay any official nego-
tiation process for as long as possib-
le, and even if (or when) the new Trump
administration forces such negotiati-
ons, blackmailing by cutting off finan-
cial and military aid, they will do every-
thing to disrupt these negotiations.

Nevertheless, the dangerous infor-
mation virus of “appeasement” has
already entered the Ukrainian organ-
ism and is destroying it from the inside.
The figures of “centrifugal” movements
in the army, referring to the open data
of the Prosecutor General’s Office, we-
re published by Volodymyr Boyko, a
former journalist and now a volunteer
and active serviceman of the Armed
Forces of Ukraine. In November 2024,
18,984 new criminal proceedings were
registered under Articles 407, 408 of
the Criminal Code of Ukraine (unautho-
rized abandonment of a unit and de-
sertion). For comparison, in October
2024, 9,487 criminal proceedings we-
re registered under these articles, in
January of this year — 3,448. Unfortu-
nately, there is an upward trend. In to-
tal, from February 2022 to December 1,
2024 - 114,280 criminal proceedings.
It looks even more bulging over the
years: in the first year of the full-scale
invasion — only 9,397 registered crim-
inal proceedings under these articles,
in 2023 - 24,286, so for this incomple-
te year (excluding December) — 80,597.

These processes are the prerequi-
site for the advance of the occupying
forces in the eastern direction.

Regardless of Western support or
pressure, we must immediately chan-
ge, change the principles of filling the
army, change internal policy. We must
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become stronger, not weaker.

To replenish the army, 4 compo-
nents are necessary:

1. Public motivation.

2. Army reform.

3. Recruitment.

4. Mobilization.

In the first place is precisely social
motivation. It is about the Ukrainian
understanding what he/she is protect-
ing. Freedom, family, his home, count-
ry, future. By removing democracy
from Ukraine, banning elections and
closing the borders, the authorities
struck precisely at the first component
of this motivational pyramid - free-
dom. Of course, democracy is not, as it
turned out, a value for many Ukrainians,
but nevertheless for some it is. A blow
to social motivation is a blow to replen-
ishing the army. The country needs to
return democracy: restore elections,
open borders.

In second place is the reform of the
army. In fact, the largest resource for
the front is concentrated in the army it-
self. Inflated staffs, the so-called "Kyiv
cauldron™ are all unused resources.
The military enlistment offices should
be replaced by civilians (because the
task of the military enlistment offices
is not to grab on the streets, but: a)
to deliver summons, b) to check the
physical and psychological condition
of those liable for military service, c)
to distribute those liable for military
service to military units. All this can be
done by civilians. This will free up tens
of thousands of servicemen.

Border troops on the western bor-
der protect Poland, Slovakia, Hungary,
Romania, that is, NATO countries from
Ukrainians. Under the conditions of
open borders (only customs officers),
several tens of thousands of people
will be released.

In addition, the problem of officer
staff should be solved.

The third component is recruiting.
Fortunately, it is increasingly wide-
spread and improved, which is posi-
tive. What else can be added is an even
greater strengthening of international
recruiting. The actual transformation
of the Ukrainian army into an army of
officers and sergeants (of course, with
increased military education), and the
selection of privates from around the
world. In this way, it would be possible
to reduce the demographic imbalan-
ce with a more numerous Russia.

And only the fourth component is
mobilization. Yes, for now Ukraine
cannot afford to abandon mobiliza-
tion and completely switch to recruit-
ment, our demographic resources are

KEEP
UKRAINE

CHRISTMAS FOR

WOMEN DEFENDING UKRAINE

, . R
SUPPORT DEFENDERS -
GIVE THEM GIFT OF WARMTH

TO PURCHASE WARM
UNIFORMS FOR WOME
DEFENDING UKRAINE.

many times smaller than Russia's.
But in the field of mobilization, | am a
supporter of the Concept "7 Steps to
Victory" from volunteer officer Svya-
toslav Dubyna, which proposes that
only two categories of citizens (who
are now "reserved”) should be subject
to mobilization: a) law enforcement
agencies. These are several hundred
thousand people in excellent physical
shape, trained in the use of weapons,
with strong-willed qualities (certainly
not pacifists), b) civil servants: these
are people who have privileges from
the state — salaries, social benefits,
etc. All other categories should go only

through recruitment.

Using these approaches, it will be
possible to strengthen the army and
stop the destructive processes that
are evidenced by Articles 407 and 408
of the Criminal Code.

Ukraine is facing difficult times of
changing geopolitical trends. In order
not to succumb to pressure from the
outside, we should make ourselves
stronger. In the army, in the economy,
in social unity. We should change, we
should become stronger. Otherwise,
they will try to change us. And it is not a
fact that in the direction we would like.
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MykHaiLo Ukiman | NEWS FROM THE FRONTLINE

HUTSUL

Mykhailo Ukhman — a film produc-
er, war journalist, writer, makes doc-
umentaries and feature films about
the Ukrainian Insurgent Army and the
Armed Forces of Ukraine.

Today's story is about a Ukrainian
warrior who was born in the pictur-
esque Zakarpattia region and has be-
en fighting since 2014.

lvan Nemesh, known by his call sign

"Hutsul,” began his combat journey
during the Maidan protests. He went
to stand against the "Berkut” police
forces and those who supported the
pro-Russian stance of then-President
Yanukovych.

Following Maidan, Ivan joined the
ranks of the "Right Sector.” He trained
alongside volunteers and, with them,
headed to the Donetsk region to battle
against Russian mercenaries.

lvan faced his first combat near the
village of Karlivka in Donetsk region. At
that time, soldiers of the 93 Brigade
of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, the
"Right Sector,” and the volunteer battal-
ion "Dnipro” began liberating Donetsk
land from the grip of Moscow’s filth.

Even back then, things could have
ended tragically for Hutsul. He drove
over a mine in a vehicle and miracu-
lously survived.

That summer, lvan signed a contract
with the 128" Brigade of the Armed
Forces of Ukraine.

He continued fighting near Debalt-
seve and surrounding settlements,
where intense battles took place.

In one such skirmish, lvan took down
a Russian machine gunner.

Across from their position, the occu-

piers had stationed a heavy machine
gun in one of the houses, preventing
Ukrainian defenders from maneuver-
ing freely. Ivan, along with two other
men, decided to eliminate the threat.
They moved within range, and Hutsul
fired an RPG. He missed on the first
attempt but hit the target on the sec-
ond, silencing the machine gun and its
Moscow mercenary forever.

Not long after, Ilvan was wounded.
A Russian mine exploded 15 meters
from him. Only an iron barrel shield-
ed him from certain death. Tragically,
one of Ivan's comrades, Viktor from
Cherkasy, was killed instantly.

The mine explosion left Ivan with se-
vere shrapnel wounds. His comrades
managed to pull him to safety in a
trench.

What followed was a long recovery
and a return to the front lines. Then
came another injury and the end of his
mobilization term.

Afterward, Ivan joined the 15t Sepa-
rate Assault Company of the Volunteer
Ukrainian Corps "Right Sector,” under

the command of Da Vinci.
But that is another story, which | will
tell you in the next issue.
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Dear community, a fighter of the "Da
Vinci Wolves™ battalion, lvan Nemesh
(Hutsul), has turned to us for help.

lvan fought alongside the legendary
commander for many years. After Da
Vinci's death, he continues to fight, be-
cause the war is not over yet.

lvan asks us to help him buy an op-
tical scope, the price of which is about
$600 US dollars.

Anyone who can support him can
send funds to lvan's PayPal:

gucul0685676255@gmail.com

We are grateful in advance to every-
one who joins the fundraising.
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WILL DONALD BECOME

RONALD?

Nadia Banchik

Ronald Reagan declared the USSR
an “evil empire” and contributed to
its collapse. Putin’s Russia is once
again threatening Europe. Under Re-
agan, the USSR was bogged down in
Afghanistan; now the Russian Fede-
ration has stuck in a protracted war
in Ukraine. But could the events of 35
years ago be repeated on a new turn
of the spiral? Agreements instead of
victories?

Then and now

Ronald Reagan, like Donald Trump,
were elected on the wave of mass dis-
satisfaction of the American people
with the extreme leftist bias (of Carter
and Biden). Outwardly, there are many
similar features in the alignment of
world forces then and now. Then the
Cold War did not stop for a moment;
now it also continues in somewhat new
forms. The USSR carried out an ag-
gressive invasion of Afghanistan, hop-
ing for a quick victory, and got bogged
down in a fierce battle with almost the
entire Afghan people (who, as history
has finally proven in our time, do not
tolerate any foreign interference and
defeat even the strongest enemy). The
current Russian Federation is also bog-
ged down in a war with Ukraine, al-
though it planned to “take Kyiv in three
days.” Afghanistan was helped by the
West covertly; Ukraine is supported
openly, as a victim of aggression that
threatens the collapse of the entire
modern world order.

The USSR of that time had a sphere
of influence over half the world; the
current Russian Federation supposed-
ly has the BRICS countries under its
control.

This is probably where the parallel-
ism of the situations ends. The most
precise difference is China, which un-
der Reagan was only gaining strength
and for this reason was “coldly friend-
ly” with the US and hostile to the USSR.
Today’s China, with its much increased
military and economic power, poses a
strategic challenge to the US and the
entire Euro-Atlantic community. In fact,
it is not the Russian Federation, but
China that presides over the BRICS;
and the Russian Federation is a vassal
for China.

However, the most significant differ-
ence between the world under Reagan

and today is that under Reagan, Euro-
pe, the United States, and to a large
extent the USSR, had a powerful “vac-
cination” against hot war in Europe —
the fresh memory of World War Il. Even
the most belligerent Soviet hawks did
not think seriously of blackmailing the
world with nuclear weapons, let alone
any serious armed conflicts in Europe.
Yes, there was an arms race, including
one of mass destruction, but under the
doctrine of mutual annihilation a policy
of peaceful coexistence was pursued.

Putin is so demonstratively destroy-
ing this policy, asif he is really ready to
sacrifice his country to his own phan-
tom pains (which the Russian people
seemed to have already begun to heal
during the times of Gorbachev and
early Yeltsin, but surprisingly soon
reopened - in the Chechen wars, and
Putin again coincided with the expec-
tations of his people). Today, due to the
efforts of Putin’'s Russian Federation,
both the restraining force of the doct-
rine of mutual destruction and the an-
ti-war inoculation of the Second World
War have almost ceased to operate in
the world. That is, those objective an-
ti-war circumstances that restrained
at least the Euro-Atlantic world from
war during the Reagan era do not exist
today.

However, more and more American
experts and politicians are calling on
the newly elected president to aban-
don his hopes for a quick end to the
war in Ukraine and instead set a cour-
se for a decisive victory for Ukraine.
At the same time, they emphasize the
systematic challenge from the anti-
Western states, which have united in
the so-called “alliance of feasibility,”
forming, in the words of one of the nu-
merous articles on this topic, an “axis
of upheaval” of the world order.

This topic has been the subject of
many articles in the American press,
both Democratic and Republican. In
particular, former Senate Minority Lea-
der Mitch McConnell, in a detailed ar-
ticle in Foreign Affairs, argues that the
isolationism of some politicians from
Trump's entourage, as well as calls for
a deployment towards the Indo-Pacif-
ic region at the expense of weakening
attention to Europe and especially
Ukraine, threatens to erupt into war di-
rectly between Russia and NATO.

“Confronting China would require
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Trump to reject the short-sighted ad-
vice that he would prioritize this chal-
lenge by abandoning Ukraine. A Rus-
sian victory would not only harm US
interests in European security and
increase US military needs in Europe;
it would also increase threats from Chi-
na, Iran, and North Korea. Indeed, wa-
vering in the face of Putin’s aggressi-
on has already exacerbated these in-
terconnected challenges,” McConnell
notes.

McConnell openly calls on Trump
to reject isolationism in any form and
to significantly increase investment in
defense and modernize the US Armed
Forces. Isolationism today can lead to
the same terrible consequences as at
the beginning of World War I, the for-
mer senator emphasizes.

Russiais really threatening the
West with war

The current Russian Federation is
already hatching plans to collapse the
Euro-Atlantic community — either thro-
ugh a hybrid war or through a series
of “special measures” of the spy and
agent type. With modern technologies,
as can be seen in numerous cases,
whether during elections in Europe-
an countries and the US, or in various
operations by the FSB and GRU, such
a war is quite possible — and countries
are preparing for it.

However, is the Russian Federation
ready to go to war with NATO count-
ries? It depends solely on its military
potential — ideologically and morally
it is quite ready. It is bogged down in
Ukraine, but is slowly advancing in the
Donetsk region, not at all considering
the incredibly high losses and involving
North Korean troops in Kursk. For the
sake of satisfying the phantom pain,
Putin even made a humiliating escape
from Syria.

So what potential is being discussed
when the Russian Federation is pre-
paring to move the war to NATO count-
ries? This is the Russian Federation's
systemic tuning for a long-term "exis-
tential” war against Western civilization.

“Putin has transformed Russia in a
way that will remain a challenge to the
West for as long as he is in power, and
likely well beyond,” write Andrea Ken-
dell-Taylor (who was deputy national
intelligence officer for Russia and Eur-
asia at the National Intelligence Coun-
cil from 2015 to 2018) and Michael
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Kofman (senior fellow at the Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace)
in Foreign Affairs. This detailed article
shows that both Russia and the cir-
cumstances are ripe for it to attempt
to destabilize NATO unless it is defeat-
ed in Ukraine.

This systematic preparation of Rus-
sian society for a long-term war inclu-
des a repressive regime, the restruc-
turing of the economy into a solid mili-
tary camp, the strengthening of the "al-
liance of expediency” with Iran, North
Korea and China, and the increasing
escalation of the conflict with the
West. And Putin’'s tendency to take
risks and make mistakes in calcu-
lations, which increases the risk of
war between Russia and NATO, the
authors show.

With such a risk, any weakening of
the US focus on Europe, especially a
reorientation to the Indo-Pacific regi-
on (which some politicians in Trump's
entourage are urging), will inspire Putin
to implement his plans in Europe.

“The current small-scale conflict with
NATO countries is likely to continue
until the Russian military is rebuilt, a
process that could take years. But the
Kremlin will look for opportunities to
further undermine NATO. Moscow will
still have reason to be cautious, not
least because it sees the Alliance as a
superior power. But it may be tempted
if it becomes clear that allies — primari-
ly the United States - lack the resolve
to defend themselves collectively. The
Kremlin will be most likely to make
such calculations if the United States
is drawn into a major conflict with Chi-
na in the Indo-Pacific region, which
Washington sees as its highest na-
tional security priority. If the Kremlin
calculates that Washington will not or
cannot come to the defense of Europe,
and that Europe itself cannot win, then
Moscow could target a country on

NATQ’s eastern flank, forcing NATO to
respond,” the authors note.

Small window of opportunity

The Putin regime shows no signs of
exhaustion or imminent change. On
the contrary, at his annual press con-
ference, Putin insisted on his ultima-
tums despite their proven impossibility
and unreality.

However, the almost sudden flight
of Russians from Syria has shown how
exhausted the Putin regime is. It can-
not fight a war on two fronts, let alone
attempt to fight NATO. Many experts
emphasize the exhaustion of the Rus-
sian economy.

In addition, the repressive regime
in Russia is steadily increasing, along
with the clearly marasmic and reac-
tionary “laws” that the State Duma is
stamping out. This, of course, keeps
society in constant fear, but “too much
reliance on it, as Putin has done, can
increase the likelihood that leaders
will make destabilizing mistakes,” Ken-
der-Taylor and Kofman note.

So, there is a small “window” of
opportunity for the West between the
strengthening of Putin’s dictatorship
and the sudden fall of the regime, for
which the West is not even preparing
(at least, it is hardly discussed in the
mainstream media).

What can and should be done? First
of all, to throw resources into prevent-
ing not only the revival of ISIS in Syria,
but also the restoration of Russian
influence in the country (right now,
hatred of Russians there is proba-
bly reaching its maximum - therefore,
we must not miss the right moment).
To discard all utopian hopes that the
Russian Federation will "help” against
ISIS. Not only will it not help, but it will
also take advantage - there are many
examples to finally understand this.

Make an attempt, albeit a belated
one, to support pro-European forces

in Georgia (which was frankly missed).

Next, pay much more attention to
Russian agents in Europe and the USA
(will Gabbard, the candidate for head
of National Intelligence, contribute to
this?!).

We need to take a closer look at
those Russians who oppose the re-
gime, not only abroad, but also, risk-
ing their freedom and sometimes their
lives, in the Russian Federation. Yes,
they are fighting with eachother, they
do not have a common strategy, they
often defend imperial interests “with-
out Putin” — all this is true. But it is ur-
gent to carefully study the experience
of working with anti-fascists during
the Second World War and with Soviet
dissidents during the Cold War and
enrich these approaches with modern
approaches and technologies. We do
not have other anti-Putinists, so we
need to interact with those who do.
People are inherently changeable, so
we need to work hard in the desired
direction. Pay more attention to the
“Freedom of Russia” legion, which is
bleeding on the Ukrainian fronts.

But the most important thing is to
immediately stop any chatter about
reducing (let alone stopping!) support
for Ukraine in all possible directions
and by all means! On the contrary, we
must draw conclusions from the overly
cautious position of the Biden admin-
istration (perhaps partially justified at
that time, because the Russian Fede-
ration was stronger and the risks of a
major war had not yet been fully as-
sessed). We must finally set a strategic
goal — a victory for Ukraine, and not a
"draw" in the negotiations, which, more-
over, may well take place, because Pu-
tin is not interested in this.

Dealmaker or leader of the free
world?

Donald Trump is a dealmaker by na-
ture and tries to transfer the approach-

To place ads, advertisement, and other messages: info@hromada.us
Hromada, PO Box 7026, 7 Pixley Ave, Corte Madera, CA 94976




HROMADA N°86 | San Francisco | January 2025

10

CnpaBXHiA ameprKaHCLKWIA CepBIiC Ta NiKNnyBaHHA

RICHMOND DENTAL CARE - g

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

YBATA!!l

RDC opic HALAE

6esgidcomkoeuil kpedum i

2apaHmye HallHuMXJi YiHu.

Teneghonyiame denmucmy,

pesepsyime gizum.

HOpiv Yapopd, DDS
Oopa Cnyubka, DDS

4312 Geary Boulevard

San Francisco, CA 94118

Tel: (415) 752-5605

* iMNNaHTH

____--dl_QHMQND DENT,

“FAMILY & COSMETIC peNTisT

* NiKy BaHHA Ta NPOTe3yBaHHA
* HAWBaX4i BUAANEHHA

* ririeHicT — NiKyBaHHA AeCeH
* OPTOAOHTUCT — BUNPABMEHHA NPUKYCY
* BinGinexnHA 3ybie 3a 1 BiauT

richmonddentalcare@yahoo.com

Mpuiimaemo MEDI-CAL i

Ginswicms sudie cmpaxyeaHHs

es of a dealmaker to foreign and do-
mestic policy. To achieve his goals (set
by himself or by circumstances), he
uses a variety of techniques, from out-
right "showmanship” to sophisticated
legal casuistry, backstage channels
and even does not disdain threats (the
most obvious example is Liz Cheney's
threats to open a criminal case against
her simply for supporting impeach-
ment after the infamous attack on Con-
gress on January 6, 2021).

From the position of a dealmaker,
Trump is also trying to approach the
resolution of the Russian-Ukrainian
war, probably by considering various
plans offered to him by his entourage.
All variants of the plans boil down to
organizing negotiations between Rus-
sia and Ukraine in various formats with
the mediation of the United States.

Most likely, Trump sees the same
kind of dealmakers in Putin and Ze-
lensky (whom he called “the best deal-
maker” with evil irony, probably jealous
that the Ukrainian president would
take this “honorable title” away from
him). So, Trump hopes to either tempt
Putin with a partial lifting of sanctions
against Russia, or threaten to arm

Ukraine so much that it will be able to
win; and if, say, Zelensky refuses to
negotiate, he will stop helping Ukraine.

This approach is doomed to failure,
because the dealmaker's approach
cannot be adapted to the Russian-
Ukrainian war in any way. This war is
neither a personal "showdown" be-
tween Putin and Zelensky, nor even
a territorial dispute. This war, which
began solely because of the phantom
pains of Putin, who managed to plun-
ge his people into the darkest obscu-
rantism, has grown into a civilizational
war between the free world and the
dictatorial regimes of the "axis of evil."

It can only end in the victory of one of
the sides — with all the consequences
for the entire world order.

If Ukraine is not given the opportuni-
ty to win, even if both sides are forced
to some kind of "draw,” that is, a diffi-
cult compromise with the loss of oc-
cupied territories by Ukraine, thenin a
few years the war will not only resume
in Ukraine — it will spill over to NATO.

Even if negotiations are resorted to,
an indispensable condition for the ces-
sation of hostilities must be effective
guarantees for Ukraine and real levers
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to deter Russia’s aggressive actions.
However, while the issues of guaran-
tees to prevent new Russian aggres-
sion against Ukraine are actively dis-
cussed, there is much less talk about
deterring Russia. But these issues are
interrelated.

“Helping Ukraine is not charity out
of sympathy for its suffering — it is an
investment in global security, primarily
in Europe,” this slogan has been repe-
ated many times in various versions,
but it is still not sufficiently filled with
meaning. But it is precisely this ap-
proach that should become the es-
sence of a strategic approach to global
security.

This is the Reaganite approach. In
today's circumstances, this is a view of
supporting Ukraine, aimed at its deci-
sive victory over the aggressor, in the
context of the future fate of the world.

Most likely, the logic of events will
force Donald to become Ronald. If
there is enough will, strategic vision,
and a systemic approach to global se-
curity. And if not, it will be worse not
only for Ukraine, but also for the entire
Euro-Atlantic community.
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NEW YEAR'S EVE EXPECTATIONS
OF PEACE: ARE UKRAINIANS’
OPINIONS ABOUT TRUMP SHAPED
BY FACTS OR PROPAGANDA?

Karina Nikitishina
karyna@hromada.us

It is not news that the election cam-
paign in the US and the election of
a new president was of concern not
only to the citizens of the US, but also
to other countries, including Ukraine.
While the Ukrainian authorities were
discreetly stating that they were ready
to cooperate with any administration,
the media and ordinary Ukrainians on
social networks were actively discuss-
ing the potential consequences of the
victory of one or another candidate.
Due to the insufficient command of
English by a significant part of Ukraine,
there was often unfounded praise or
fears that were based not on primary
sources, but on Russian propaganda
and crippled translations of phrases
taken out of context by the yellow
press. For most Ukrainians, who do not
understand the domestic political situ-
ation in the US (just as many Ameri-
cans do not understand the situation
in Ukraine), and who have access only
to translation resources, the electi-
ons were painted in black and white.
Therefore, the victory in the elections
of Donald Trump, who was often de-
monized in the media, was unexpected
for Ukraine.

From December 2 to 17, the Kyiv In-
ternational Institute of Sociology (KIIS)
decided to conduct a nationwide sur-
vey on Ukrainians’ expectations of the
newly elected US president and their
attitude to his victory in the elections.
A total of 985 respondents over the
age of 18 living in the territories con-
trolled by Ukraine were surveyed by
telephone interviews (the full method-
ology of the study can be found on the
KIIS website). According to the data
obtained, 45% of respondents believe
that the election of Donald Trump as
US president brings peace to Ukraine.
40% either believe that nothing will
change or could not decide on an ans-
wer. The results suggest that after the
election hype is over, Trump’s victory
no longer causes Ukrainians any par-
ticular concern or, on the contrary, joy.

Ukrainians have always been grateful
for the help provided by the current
US administration, but almost half of
the population still expects Trump's
return to bring changes that have not
been seen for a long time during the
overly cautious policy of Joseph Biden.
However, the beginning of changes do-
es not yet guarantee a complete vic-
tory for Ukraine, so respondents were
asked another question: can Ukraine
count on a just peace? The largest
share of respondents (29%) is sure
that both Russia and Ukraine will have
to make concessions. KIIS believes
that the survey made it possible to an-
alyze the mood of the population quite
accurately and the results are highly
representative.

Interestingly, at the end of Septem-
ber, KIIS conducted a survey on wheth-
er Ukraine can achieve victory with the
support of Western partners. At that
time, 81% of respondents answered
that Ukraine could cause serious da-
mage to Russia if it received adequate
support from the West with weapons,
finances, and sanctions against Rus-
sia. At the same time, 38% believed
that the West was tired of the war in
Ukraine and support would weaken.
Despite such a negative figure, this is
6% less than at the beginning of 2024.
In my opinion, it would be advisable to
conduct a similar survey as of Decem-
ber 2024 or January 2025 to under-
stand how Trump’s victory in the elec-
tions affected public opinion regard-
ing support for the West. After all, the
leaders of partner countries, especial-
ly the United States, play an undeniab-
le role in what expectations Ukraini-
ans have from the West in general.

On December 10, INFO SAPIENS
LLC, commissioned by the New Euro-
pe Center, published the results of its
own survey, which, in particular, as-
sessed the level of trust in foreign lea-
ders. With a sample of 1,000 people
aged 16 and over, the result was almost
identical to KIIS — 44.6% of respon-
dents trust Donald Trump. For examp-
le, in 2023, when asked about their
preference for Biden or Trump, 78.1%
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of respondents answered that they
trust Biden. Only 10.1% of respondents
preferred Trump at that time. New
Europe suggests that the high level of
trust is based on the hope for more
decisive steps by the new US admi-
nistration compared to the actions
of the Biden administration. The cur-
rent result was influenced by both the
decline in the level of trust in Joseph
Biden and Donald Trump's promises
to restore peace in Ukraine.

Previously, Trump and his associa-
tes have repeatedly spoken of their
intention to quickly end the Russian-
Ukrainian war, in almost 24 hours. Se-
veral media outlets suggest that by
ending the war they mean the incli-
nation of both sides of the conflict to
a ceasefire on terms unfavorable for
Ukraine with the loss of occupied ter-
ritories. For example, The Wall Street
Journal, citing three anonymous peop-
le close to Trump, noted that the cea-
sefire plan could allegedly include
Ukraine's rejection to join NATO for
the next 20 years and the creation of
an 800-mile demilitarized zone. In fact,
we are talking about freezing the con-
flict. Such a development of events will
indeed be considered the end of the
war for many countries — thousands
of people will stop dying in Eastern
Europe. Although for the Ukrainians
themselves, such an outcome will be
a defeat, because later it will lead to
a second Russian attack in 5, 10, or
more years. But, most interestingly, af-
ter reading the original in English, one
gets the impression that the material
was written at the behest of Russian
intelligence services. Ukraine is por-
trayed as weak, 100% dependent on
American weapons, and Russia is por-
trayed as powerful, which can hardly
be stopped or persuaded to negoti-
ate, unlike Ukraine, which is expected
to give in after Trump puts pressure
on it. One of the alleged members of
Trump's team in this article noted: "We
are not sending American men and
women to maintain peace in Ukraine.
And we will not pay for it. Let the Poles,
Germans, British and French do it." In
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essence, the material negatively por-
trays not only Ukraine, but also the
United States, which "will not do any-
thing,” and the EU, "for which the Unit-
ed States does everything.”

Dmytro Lytvyn, Advisor to the Presi-
dent of Ukraine on Communications,
also noted that the real plans of the
presidents are unlikely to be announ-
ced in newspapers. Reading only
translated excerpts, most Ukrainians
are unable to fully assess the picture
and plausibility of such materials,
which only benefit the Russians — they
can interpret and "feed” our news
with the information they need. It is
necessary to be able to distinguish
fiction from reality. And the reality is
that no one can know Donald Trump's
exact intentions except for himself. In
addition, the man is known for his de-
cisions: even if Trump suddenly really
saw the resolution of the conflict in fa-
vor of Russia, he could have changed
his mind by now. In an interview with
the New York Post, Trump spoke about
his meeting with Zelensky in early De-
cember in Paris: "He believes that the
time has come (time to make peace —
ed. note), and Putin must also realize
this, because he lost: when you lose
700 thousand people, then the time
has come.”

In a survey by the New Europe Cen-
ter, 64.1% of respondents said that
there is no point in negotiations be-
tween Ukraine and Russia in the ab-
sence of effective security guarantees
from the West, because Russia will
continue the war after a short pause. A
temporary waiver to return the occu-
pied territories remains unacceptable
to the majority (53.2%) of Ukrainians.
One of the recent materials by RBC-
Ukraine expressed the opinion that
Trump may not want to help Ukraine
and will shift everything “onto the
shoulders of the Europeans.” But, if
you think rationally, this will never be
beneficial to Trump. Such a decision
would completely destroy his reputa-
tion as a leader, and the reputation of
the US as the most influential state. It
is not only about authority and trust in
Ukraine. Countries of the world may
lose faith in the US as a guarantor of
global security. The "axis of evil", on
the contrary, seeing the inability to
protect international law and ensure
the integrity of the "shield of Europe”,
will receive the "green light” to resolve
its issues by force. The DPRK mili-
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tary, which is already fighting against
Ukraine on the side of Russia, is an un-
deniable confirmation of this.

In January, Keith Kellogg, who is be-
ing proposed by Trump for the position
of special representative for Ukraine
and Russia, will visit Ukraine. “I look
forward to working tirelessly to secure
peace through strength, defending
America’s interests,” Kellogg writes on
his page in X about his future position.
Therefore, whatever Keith Kellogg or
Donald Trump himself may think about
the future of Ukraine today, it is safe
to say that in this future Ukraine will
remain a separate state, because the

defeat of Ukraine cannot be equated
with the US’ views on sovereignty and
justice. Yes, Trump is an unpredictab-
le politician. But this does not mean
that he will abandon Ukraine to its fate,
thereby sacrificing the US position on
the world political stage. And more
and more Ukrainians, as can be seen
from the polls, are finally beginning to
understand this.

I sincerely congratulate all readers
and the editorial staff of "Hromada"
on Christmas and the New Year! May
be Peace in your homes!
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THE VOICE OF MOHYLA
IS THE VOICE OF UKRAINE

— |

Maria Klymchak,
Executive Director of the KMA
Foundation in the USA.

The United States Institute of Peace
(USIP), the National University of Kyiv-
Mohyla Academy, and the Kyiv-Mohy-
la Academy Foundation in the United
States held a roundtable discussion on
November 20 on the topic: “Respons-
es to Russian Crimes in the Current
War against Ukraine.”

The event was held as part of a dis-
cussion of the importance of inter-
national condemnation of Russia’'s ag-
gression against Ukraine and crimes
against the civilian population of Ukra-
ine, which have not stopped since the
beginning of the war. The reports were
delivered by scholars from the Natio-
nal University of Kyiv-Mohyla Acade-
my Myroslava Antonovych, Associate
Professor of the Department of Inter-
national and European Law, Head of
the Center for Genocide and Human
Rights Studies, and Dmytro Koval, As-
sociate Professor of the Department
of International and European Law.

It is strategically important for the
community of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy

to deepen ties and partnerships with
colleges and universities through its
scholars, to continue taking steps to-
wards the establishment of an inter-
national tribunal and holding Russia
accountable for crimes. Despite inter-
national condemnation and significant
support for Ukraine's efforts to inves-
tigate and hold perpetrators account-
able, the challenges for international
law remain enormous. At the same ti-
me, work is underway to establish an
international tribunal — an important
step that is a unique precedent in
world history, when such initiatives
are implemented in the midst of the
active phase of the war launched by
Russia against a sovereign state more
than 10 years ago. It is noteworthy that
the discussion coincided in time with
the date when 1,000 days have passed
since the aggressors' full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine.

“It is not only the fact of being
held accountable for international
crimes that is important, but also
how we call these crimes and what
story they tell. In the case of the
crime of aggression, the criminal
act that makes other mass atroci-
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ties possible will be addressed.
Individual criminal liability for the
crime of aggression will help break
the cycle of impunity and demonst-
rate the infrastructure for making
a decision to launch an aggressive
war,” said Dmytro Koval, associate
professor of the Department of In-
ternational and European Law.

The panel discussion featured Am-
bassador David Schaeffer, former US
Ambassador for Accountability for In-
ternational Crimes; and Ambassador
Stephen J. Rapp, former US Ambas-
sador-at-Large for War Crimes (2009-
2015). The event was moderated by
Catherine Dale, Senior Advisor and
Director of USIP.

Putin’s Russia’s aggression against
Ukraine is a direct challenge to the in-
ternational legal order. First of all, the
1994 Budapest Memorandum, in which
the Russian Federation confirmed the
independence, sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity of Ukraine, was violated.
Stephen Rapp, an American lawyer
and diplomat, a leading figure in the
field of international criminal law and
human rights, emphasized that the
ability of the international community
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to ensure accountability is often limi-
ted when it comes to leaders of states
such as Russia, which creates a more
complex landscape of impunity. Rapp,
who successfully led the trial of former
Liberian President Charles Taylor for
war crimes in Sierra Leone, acknowled-
ged that holding Putin accountable
will be a difficult task. Recall that the
International Criminal Court (ICC) has
issued an arrest warrant for Russian
President Vladimir Putin on charges
of war crimes. According to the expert,
the most likely place for the considera-
tion of cases will be the International
Criminal Court or, possibly, an interna-
tional tribunal created specifically to
consider crimes committed in Ukraine.
Therefore, Ukraine needs to carefully
work out the procedural aspects of
bringing to justice for aggression, war
crimes, and also work on amendments
to the legislation of Ukraine regarding
crimes against humanity. His collea-
gue was supported by former ambas-
sador David Schaeffer, who spoke
about the “huge number of conflicts
and atrocities” that are still taking
place in the world, noting that “an open
act of aggression against Ukraine ra-
ises many alarming signals, including
clear violations of the UN Charter.”
Observing the changing nature of
impunity in the context of internation-
al justice, both ambassadors assured
those present of the continuation of
the dialogue and gave high marks to
the speakers. Ukrainian diplomats of
the Embassy of Ukraine in the United
States Kateryna Smagliy, Counselor
for Political Affairs and Public Diplo-

macy, and Andriy Pasichnyk, Counse-
lor for Legal Affairs, have been partici-
pants in many hearings on this and
other topics for many years. In particu-
lar, Andriy Pasichnyk emphasized that
each such event makes it possible to
take steps towards the implementa-
tion of the mechanisms developed by
Ukrainian lawyers for the creation of
an effective international tribunal.

"Legal mechanisms capable of
holding Russia accountable for cri-
mes against humanity are key to
preventing the recurrence of such
crimes in the future. Certain steps
have already been taken - for the
first time, certain accountability
mechanisms have begun to opera-
te during an active conflict, in par-
ticular within the framework of in-
ternational conventions,” said Myro-
slava Antonovych, Associate Professor
of the Department of International and
European Law at NaUKMA, Head of
the Center for the Study of Genocide
and Human Rights.

This event highlighted the impor-
tance of academic collaboration in
strengthening international justice
and advocating for justice for Ukraine.
According to Martha Farion, President
of the KMA Foundation in America,
Kyiv-Mohyla Academy has always be-
en at the forefront not only of innova-
tion, but also of the struggle for de-
mocracy and freedom.

“Ukraine is confronting a much
stronger enemy thanks to the hero-
ism of Ukrainian soldiers. We will
be able to win this war only when we
have security, economic, and dip-

lomatic support from partner co-
untries. And, as we see, the volume
of this support is growing thanks
to the people of Mogilev, our am-
bassadors of peace. Through com-
munication, they convey Ukraine’s
position. If we talk about advocacy,
the opinion of scientists from the
Faculty of Law of NaUKMA signifi-
cantly influences the decision — to
consider the crime of aggression
in Ukraine, the tribunal must be
international,” emphasized Marta
Farion.

The roundtable participants also
included Celeste Kmiotek, Atlantic
Council, Sofia Kryshtal, USIP (Mohy-
la graduate), Shelby Magid, Atlantic
Council, Sarah Mclntosh, Georgetown
Center for National Security, Calin
Trenkov-Wermuth, USIP, Jim Finkel,
Stimson Center, Lauren Baillie, Senior
Program Officer (USIP), Olga Polyuk-
hovych, Vice President for Research
and Educational Studies of Kyiv-Mohy-
la Academy, Motrya Melnyk, President
of the Ukrainian Institute of Modern
Art, member of the KMF Board of
Directors, Maria Klymchak, Executive
Director of KMF, and many other par-
ticipants who listened via Zoom.

We thank everyone for their con-
tribution and invite you to support the
Kyiv-Mohyla Academy Foundation in
America, the NaUKMA Scientific Fund.

We believe that thanks to such
events, the international community
will use more leverage to restrain Rus-
sia's aggressive foreign policy and
support world order.
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UKRAINIAN
CATHOLIC
UNIVERSITY
FOUNDATION

LEAD. HEAL.
PREPARE FOR
VICTORY.

Ukrainian Catholic University Foundation

is grateful to our donors in the U.S. for

their ongoing support of Ukrainian Catholic
University. Your support has enabled UCU to
continue to be a beacon of hope during this
tremendously difficult time. Thank you!

We pray for all who are suffering from this
unjust war. We pray for those who bravely
defend Ukraine.

May God bless you and your family, and grant
us all peace, joy and victory in this New Year!

Learn more and donate at UCUFOUNDATION.ORG
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KINAL DENTAL

5519 Mission Road, Suite A
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Citras Plaza MARKET

Ukrainian FOOD & CATERING

Monday - Saturday 9 AM- 10 PM
Sunday 10AM - 10 PM

6240 San Juan Ave., Citrus Heights, CA 95610
Phone: (916) 725-5445
citrusplazacafe@gmail.com
facebook.com/citrusplazacatering/
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UKRAINIAN NEWS

Total enemy combat losses

31.12.2024

32626

vehicles & fuel tan

3671 -

| equipment

i FeHepanebHuW# WTa6 36poMHMK Cun YKpaiHu

According to the General Staff, the Assistance to

total combat losses of the enemy from i
February 24, 2022 to December 31, Ukraine
2024 are approximately as follows:

Personnel — 789,550 people were
eliminated,

Tanks — 9,668 units,

Armored personnel carriers —
20,030 units,

Artillery systems — 21,528 units,

MLRS — 1,256 units,

Air defense systems — 1,032 units,

Aircraft — 369 units,

Helicopters — 329 units,

Operational and tactical level UAVs —

21,081 units, USA
Cruise missiles — 3,003 units, US Secretary of State Anthony Blin-
Ships and boats — 28 units, ken announced a new $500 million mi-
Submarines — 1 unit, litary aid package for Ukraine.
Vehicles and tankers — 32,626 units, The package includes a wide range
Special equipment — 3,671 units. of munitions and equipment, including
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- ammunition for air defense systems
(c-UAS)

- missiles for HIMARS

- artillery shells

- unmanned aerial systems

- mine-protected vehicles

- Javelin and AT-4 anti-tank systems

- training equipment, explosives,
services and transportation.

On December 8, the administration
of US President Joe Biden announced
a $988 million defense assistance
package to Ukraine as part of the USAI
initiative.

The package includes:

- ammunition for High Mobility
Artillery Rocket Systems (HIMARS)

- unmanned aerial systems (UAS);

- equipment, components and spare
parts for the maintenance, repair and
modernization of artillery systems,
tanks and armored vehicles.

On December 2, the United States
government announced a $725 mil-
lion security assistance package for
Ukraine, which includes HIMARS mis-
siles, artillery shells, unmanned aerial
systems, Stinger systems, and other
weapons.

The package includes:

- ammunition for national advanced
surface-to-air missile systems
(NASAMS)

- Stinger missiles;

- ammunition to counter unmanned
aerial systems (c-UAS);

- ammunition for highly mobile
artillery missile systems (HIMARS);

- 155-mm and 105-mm artillery
ammunition;

- unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs);

- unstable landmines;

- Optical tracking and wire guided
missiles (TOW) launched from a pipe;

- Javelin and AT-4 anti-tank systems;

- small arms and ammunition;

- equipment and ammunition for
demolition operations;

- equipment for the protection of
critical national infrastructure;

- spare parts, auxiliary equipment,
services, training and transportation.

On December 24, Ukraine received
the first tranche of $1 billion from the
United States from frozen Russian
assets.

In total, the United States has pro-
vided $175 billion in aid to Ukraine
since Russia's invasion, including
about $61.4 billion in security assis-
tance. About half of this amount came
through the USAI program, while the
rest was withdrawn from existing mil-
itary stockpiles through Biden's arms
reduction authority.

On December 30, Biden announced
nearly $2.5 billion in security assis-
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tance to Ukraine.

The aid includes:

- $1.22 billion under the Security
Assistance Initiative (USAI)

- 1.25 billion under the PDA program
(weapons will be delivered from
Pentagon warehouses)

According to the US President, the
Ministry of Defense has now used all
the USAI funds allocated by Congress.

It was also announced that, in addi-
tion to military aid, the United States
had provided Ukraine with $3.4 billion
in additional direct budget support.

The US Treasury Department explai-
ned that in coordination with the US
Agency for International Development
and the US Department of State, this
$3.4 billion in assistance is the final
disbursement of funds allocated under
the bipartisan Ukraine Security Sup-
plemental Appropriations Act for 2024.

Also, on December 23, the US De-
partment of Defense announced a
$253.7 million contract to Williams In-
ternational under the Defense Produc-
tion Act (DPA) to increase missile pro-
duction, including as part of military
assistance programs for Ukraine.

Germany

Germany has handed over a new mi-
litary aid package to the Armed Forc-
es of Ukraine. Ukraine has received 15
Leopard 1A5 tanks and ammunition,
two Patriot air defense systems, IRIS-T
SLM and IRIS-T SLS air defense mis-
sile systems, and two Gepard self-pro-
pelled anti-aircraft systems with spare
parts.

In addition, Germany supplied:

- 2 TRML-4D radars;

- 30 MRAP armored vehicles with
mine protection;

- 12 armored vehicles with kinetic
defense systems;

- PzH 2000 self-propelled howitzer;

- AIM-9L/I-1 Sidewinde guided
missiles;

- 12 Zetros trucks and 8 Zetros fuel
tankers;

- 52,000 rounds of 155 mm caliber
ammunition;

- 68 unmanned aerial vehicles;

- grenade launchers, machine guns
and rifles.

Recently it became known that
Germany has ordered another batch
of Marder armored vehicles for the
Ukrainian military.

And on December 20, it became
known that Germany sent the sixth
IRIS-T air defense system to Ukraine.

The total amount of aid to Ukraine
from Germany during the full-scale
Russian invasion has already exceed-
ed 37 billion euros.

United Kingdom

In December, a tranche of $483 mil-
lion was disbursed under the UK go-
vernment’'s guarantee under the Trust
Fund within the World Bank's DPL
program to provide Ukraine with the
necessary credit support (ADVANCE
Ukraine).

The funds will be used to strengthen
the Ukrainian economy and finance
priority spending in the social and hu-
manitarian spheres.

The UK will provide Ukraine with ad-
ditional military equipment worth 225
million pounds ($286 million) to sup-
port its war against Russia.

The new aid package includes:

- 92 million pounds to support
Ukraine's navy, including small vessels,
reconnaissance drones, unmanned
underwater vehicles, ammunition and
mine countermeasures drones;

- 68 million pounds for air defense
equipment, including radars, jamming
systems, and electronic anti-drone
systems;

- 26 million pounds for spare parts
and maintenance of previously
delivered systems;

- 39 million pounds for the supply
of more than 1,000 electronic drone
countermeasures, as well as the joint
purchase of respirators and other
protective equipment for the Ukrainian
military.

In addition, the UK will continue to
provide military training for the Ukrai-
nian military.

On December 17, the United King-
dom decided to provide an emergency
aid package to Ukraine in the amount
of 35 million pounds (approximately 42
million dollars).

The funds will be used for humani-
tarian projects and support for the
Ukrainian energy sector amid massive
Russian attacks.

Thus, 20 million pounds will be allo-
cated to repair the power transmission
network and create additional power
generation capacity. Another 15 milli-
on will be spent on humanitarian aid in
the winter. This money will be used to
purchase, among other things, gener-
ators and thermal kits for Ukrainians.

In addition, today London has impo-
sed new sanctions against Russia — 20
ships of the shadow fleet transporting
Russian oil have been restricted.

Japan

Ukraine received about $1.2 billion
from Japan in November and Decem-
ber through World Bank projects.

The funds were allocated for pro-
jects in the social, medical, and educa-
tional sectors, as well as for the resto-
ration and support of businesses.

- 602 million under the INSPIRE proj-

ect to provide social protection
for low-income and vulnerable
populations;

- 400 million under the SURGE
program to finance Ukraine's recovery
and resilience;

- 250 million under the RISE project
for private sector development;

- 220 million under the THRIVE
project to increase the efficiency of
public spending on health care.

- USD 200 million for the LEARN
project to develop a safe and
comfortable educational environment.

Japan will transfer another $3 billi-
on from Russian assets to Ukraine
and has received a tranche of $567
million under the Japanese govern-
ment's guarantee under the Trust Fund
for Providing Ukraine with Necessary
Credit Support (ADVANCE Ukraine).

In total, Japan has provided huma-
nitarian and financial assistance tota-
ling $12 billion.

Latvia

Over the past two years, Latvia has
handed over cars confiscated from
drunk drivers to Ukraine for a total of
EUR 2.25 million.

In total, Ukraine received 612 cars.

Denmark

On December 7, the second batch of
F-16 fighter jets from Denmark arrived
in Ukraine. In total, Denmark promised
to provide Ukraine with 19 fighters, 6
of which were delivered earlier. The
remaining 13 aircraft were to be deliv-
ered in two more batches.

The Danish authorities have alloca-
ted a new aid package for the Armed
Forces of Ukraine. It will include wea-
pons and equipment worth 2.1 billion
kroner (approximately 280 million
euros).

The funds will be used to strengthen
Ukraine's air defense, as well as to op-
erate Ukraine's F-16 capabilities.

In addition, Denmark will provide
Ukraine with several CV90 infantry
fighting vehicles as part of this pack-
age, as well as send more personnel to
expand NATO's support for Ukraine.

Switzerland

The Swiss government provided
Ukraine with a winter aid package
worth 45 million Swiss francs (approxi-
mately 48 million euros).

The funds will be used to restore
energy infrastructure damaged by
Russian air attacks.

Part of the money will also be allo-
cated to repair damaged homes and

“meet the urgent humanitarian needs of
Ukrainians.”

Italy

At a meeting on December 16, the
Italian government supported the pro-
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vision of the 10" military aid package
for the Ukrainian Armed Forces.

The contents of the package and the
timing of the delivery of weapons to
Ukraine were not disclosed.

Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni said
that Italy would increase military aid to
Ukraine to 1.7 billion euros next year.

Poland

On December 21, Poland donated
two Mi-8 helicopters and one Bell
412HP helicopter to Ukraine.

As noted, the direct recipient was
the Kharkiv National University of In-
ternal Affairs. These machines will be
used to train future pilots.

The Polish government also intends
to provide Ukraine with a new aid pac-
kage. It will be ready for shipment in
January.

This will be the 46" support package
for Ukraine. It will include weapons and
equipment totaling 100 million euros.

Norway

The Norwegian authorities will allo-
cate 186 million pounds (approximately
225 million euros) to purchase wea-
pons for Ukraine.

The funds will be allocated through
the International Fund for Ukraine,
which is managed by the UK Ministry
of Defense.

The money will be used to purchase:

- equipment to strengthen Ukraine's
navy, including small boats, recon-
naissance UAVs, unmanned surface
vessels, and mine countermeasures;

- air defense equipment, including
radars, ground-based decoy equip-
ment, and electronic warfare systems
against drones;

- spare parts for critical systems
previously supplied to Ukraine.

The Norwegian government will al-
so allocate NOK 2.7 billion (approxi-
mately EUR 231 million) to strengthen
Ukraine's navy.

Norway will train Ukrainian F-16 pi-
lots and ground specialists in Portugal
next year, as the training will be moved
from Denmark. The Norwegian govern-
ment has allocated money for this
program.

EU

The European Union has allocated
another 150 million euros to Ukraine.
Part of this money will be used to pro-
vide free meals in schools for primary
school children.

This is the second tranche from the
EU as part of an agreement to support
rapid recovery, which provides for 300
million euros ($312.58 million).

On December 18, Ukraine received
a €4.1 billion tranche from the EU un-
der the Ukraine Facility program. This
year's total assistance under the
Ukraine Facility initiative is 16.1 billion

euros. In total, the program provides
for EUR 50 billion to be allocated to
Ukraine. The program will run from
2024 to 2027.

IMF

On December 23, Ukraine received
a new tranche of $1.1 billion from the
IMF to finance critical budget
expenditures.

In total, Ukraine has already recei-
ved $9.8 billion from the IMF under this
program.

The World Bank

The Executive Board of the World
Bank approved the allocation of $2.05
billion in funding to Ukraine, part of
which will come from the United States
for the first time at the expense of con-
fiscated Russian assets.

The World Bank has officially laun-
ched a new phase of financial support
for Ukraine by disbursing the first in-
stallment of a $1.05 billion loan. This
assistance, financed from Russia’s fro-
zen assets, is aimed at strengthening
the Ukrainian economy and ensuring
the country’s financial stability.

It is noted that the loan was provi-
ded under the ADVANCE Ukraine Trust
Fund, which is supported by Japan
and the United Kingdom. In addition,
another $1 billion will be allocated from
the F.O.R.T.I.S. Ukraine FIF.

The support package is aimed at
helping Ukraine overcome the econo-
mic challenges posed by the Russian
invasion.

Funding will be directed to several
key areas, including:

- increasing competition in the rail-
road transportation market;

- optimization of the state-owned
banking sector;

- development of production and use
of renewable energy sources;

- strengthening lending to the agri-
cultural sector;

- training customs officers to im-
prove their efficiency.

The second tranche of this program
is planned to be disbursed by the end
of 2025.

Since the begin-
ning of 2024, the
Ministry of Defense
of Ukraine has
handed over more
than 1.3 million
unmanned aerial
vehicles to the
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Defense Forces

Since the beginning of 2024, the
Ministry of Defense of Ukraine has
handed over more than 1.3 million un-
manned aerial vehicles to the Defense
Forces. At the same time, the active
supply of drones continues.

As you know, an additional UAH 1.89
billion has already been allocated to
the combat brigades of the Armed
Forces for the purchase of drones.
This money will be used to purchase
various types of UAVs.

Brigades of the
Armed Forces of
Ukraine will be
allocated an addi-
tional 1.1 billion
hryvnias for the
purchase of drones

“The Ministry of Defense is allocat-
ing an additional UAH 1.1 billion for the
purchase of drones. These funds will
go directly to the brigades so that they
can quickly cover the most important
needs,” said Prime Minister Denys
Shmyhal.

In total, in December the Ministry
of Defense will directly transfer UAH
4.3 billion to the military brigades, and
over 11 months direct funding amount-
ed to UAH 27.2 billion. “UAH 8.8 billion
of these funds were used to purchase
drones. UAH 3.9 billion was spent on
the purchase of other weapons and
equipment, UAH 2.1 billion on the pur-
chase of vehicles, and UAH 1.5 billion
on electronic security equipment.
These are the top-priority needs that
the brigades have to meet as quick-
ly and as a matter of priority,” said
Shmyhal.

Over the first 10 months of the year,
the Cabinet of Ministers spent UAH
229 billion on the purchase of military
equipment, weapons, ammunition, de-
fense products, personal protective
equipment, and products for the army.

Ukraine already
has laser weapons
capable of
shooting down
airplanes

Ukraine has a laser weapon called
Tryzub. It can shoot down enemy tar-




HROMADA N°86 | San Francisco | January 2025

21

gets at an altitude of more than two
kilometers. This was announced by
Vadym Sukharevskyi, commander of
the Unmanned Systems Forces of the
Armed Forces of Ukraine.

Sukharevsky said that the Unman-
ned Systems Forces are currently
working to scale and strengthen the
laser. “It really works, it really exists,”
the commander added.

In addition, according to Sukha-
revsky, Ukraine is developing “mother”
UAVs that can carry light attack drones.

The Palianytsia missile has also en-
tered mass production.

Rheinmetall to
supply charges for
155-mm artillery
to the Ukrainian
Armed Forces

Rheinmetall has signed a contract
with the Ministry of Defense of Ukraine
to supply modules for 155-mm artillery
guns.

According to the company's website,
the order is worth about EUR 9 million.
It provides for the supply of several
tens of thousands of 155-mm rocket
modules of various types. They are to
be delivered in January 2025.

The German concern has already
received an order to supply 20 more
Marder 1A3 infantry fighting vehicles
to Ukraine, funded by the German gov-
ernment. The delivery is scheduled for
the first half of 2025.

Earlier, Rheinmetall received an or-
der to build a plant for the production
of shells in Ukraine.

In early December,
the Ukrainian army
received the first
batch of the latest
Peklo drone
missiles

It is known that the range of the Pek-

lo missile is 700 km and its speed is
700 km/h. The missile is designed to
strike at the enemy’s deep rear and de-
stroy its offensive potential.

As it became known from the publi-
cation of Ekonomichna Pravda, the de-
velopment of the missile lasted about
a year. The exact cost is not disclosed,
and 70% of the missile's components
are made in Ukraine. It was made at the
request of the military, which asked to
develop “something” relatively cheap,
with a small warhead and the ability to
launch several hundred kilometers
into the enemy’s rear.

The missile has ajetengine. The met-
hod of launching it is not disclosed,
but the developer said that he plans to
make it possible to launch from diffe-
rent platforms.

It is reported that since the begin-
ning of development, there have been
at least five combat uses of the Hell
missile, and one of them ended with
the defeat of an expensive Russian
military target.

The mass production of the missile
is already underway, with about a hun-
dred units produced in three months.

The Armed Forces
of Ukraine will re-
ceive an unmanned
aircraft system
“Shchedryk”

The Ministry of Defense has codifi-
ed and authorized the delivery of the

Shchedryk unmanned aerial vehicle
system to the units of the Defense
Forces.

The Shchedryk unmanned aerial
vehicle is reported to be tasked with
monitoring enemy actions on the bat-
tlefield. It can operate both day and
night, in strong winds, cold and heat.

The system consists of a control sta-
tion and remotely piloted aircraft. They
are equipped with silent electric mo-
tors and have increased resistance to
electronic interference.

The battery charge lasts for a long
time of continuous operation.

“The capabilities of the aircraft and
its optical equipment allow us to ope-
rate from heights that are difficult to
reach for most enemy air defense sys-
tems,” said Deputy Defense Minister
Dmytro Klymenkov.

Ukraine returns
189 more of its
citizens from
captivity

Before the New Year, one of the
largest prisoner exchanges between
Ukraine and Russia took place. 189
Ukrainian servicemen — defenders of
Mariupol, Azovstal, Chornobyl, Zmiine
and fighters from different parts of the
frontline — as well as two civilians re-
turned home.

The military — defenders of Azovstal,
Mariupol, Chornobyl Nuclear Power
Plant, Zmeinyi Island — have returned
from different frontline areas. Among
them are soldiers, sergeants and offi-
cers. These are National Guardsmen,
including Azov, border guards, anti-
terrorism fighters, and soldiers of the
Navy and Armed Forces.

Two civilians captured in Mariupol
have also returned.

Also, in December, another ex-
change of bodies of fallen soldiers
took place between Russia and
Ukraine. The bodies of 503 fallen de-
fenders were returned to Ukraine.

The bodies of the fallen soldiers will
be handed over to law enforcement
agencies and forensic experts. They
will identify the victims.
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SHARVAROK

www.sharvarok.com

Prayer Journal for Women

This is a wonderful GIFT for the
holidays

“Prayer Journal: 52 Weeks of
Grace” is a unique tool for women
seeking a deeper connection with
God and spiritual growth.

Ukrainian, English and Russian
version!

Amazon link here:

http://bit.ly/3Bu7VKY

https://www.instagram.
com/prayer_journal_
foryou?igsh=MzRIODBiINWFIZA==

Inst: @prayer_journal_foryou

E-Mail: “Ichutigina@gmail.com’

A Patchwork Garden for
Ukrainian kids!

My first effort to help Ukraine on
wordpress.

From an English-Spanish book
to empower Children to grow good
food wherever they are.

Choose love.

E-Mail: ‘cornflowers@sonic.net’

Phone: "+19256398563"

Nutritionist, naturopathic
specialist

Sophie, member of International
Naturopathic Association (INA)
since 2021.

Lab work analysis, health
evaluation, personal nutritional and
supplemental support.

www.itsnaturopathy.com

Duplex for Rent in Carmichael
Nestled in the heart of
Carmichael, CA, this duplex
combines suburban charm
with close proximity to urban
conveniences.
2 bedrooms, 1 bathroom
Private backyard, 1 car garage
plus two additional parking spaces
Set in a welcoming neighborhood
known for its safety and community
spirit, top-rated schools and a large
public park just under a mile away.
Only a short walk to Starbucks!
Phone: "+14158890005°

Malanka 2025 in Sacramento

January 18 @ 4:00 door opens

Greek Hall at 614 Alhambra Blvd,
Sacramento, CA 95816

PROGRAM FEATURES:

Reception

Cultural Program

Authentic Ukrainian Dinner

Live Music by Andrew Shegera
& Co.

Auction, Other special Malanka
activities

* ENTRANCE

Registration must be
accompanied by payment.

After January 4, prices will be
increased

ENTRANCE: Adults $100

Full Time College Students (18-
25y.0.) $50

School children (13-17 y.0.) $25

Children (5-12y.0.) $20

Seniors (65 & older) $80

Dance only $50 after 8 PM

For more info please call: Natalia
(916)367-3011, Luba (916)813-8757

Mail checks of money orders
to Oksana Buchko at 201 Picasso
Circle, Sacramento, CA 95835, or
You can pay via PayPal: https://
www.ukrainian-club.org (donate)

* Preregistration until January
4t Registration will only continue
until the event is sold out. Please
contact Natalia (916)367-3011) if
you intend to register after January
4" to be sure registrations are still
being processed.
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BUY, SELL, CONNECT
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Are you looking for or offering work,
housing, cars or services?

On Sharvarok.com,
placing such ads is easy and fast!
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.

For business owners - 30 days of FREE
posting with a promo code on the website
Sharvarok.com

Follow us on social media:

L

Facebook sharvarok.com Instagram

To place ads, advertisement, and other messages: info@hromada.us
Hromada, PO Box 7026, 7 Pixley Ave, Corte Madera, CA 94976


https://www.sharvarok.com/
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to 18 JAN

UKRAINIAN
ARTIST
EXHIBIT | SAN
FRANCISCO

RYAN GRAFF CONTEMPORARY

Where: RYAN GRAFF
CONTEMPORARY, 804 Sutter St, San
Francisco, CA 94109

When: Now to January 18, 2025

A local SF art gallery RYAN GRAFF
CONTEMPORARY is currently
showcasing a fascinating exhibit of
paintings by contemporary Ukrainian
artist Igor Lipskykh.

More information about the exhibit:
www.ryangraffcontemporary.com/
igorlipskykhstrangers

Y «HeaHanomusax» ykpaiHCbkuin
XYAOXHUK Irop Jlincbkux 06’eaHye
pPO34YyMU MPO iAEHTUYHICTb, NOYYTTS
npUHanNexHocTi i Te, Wo o3Havae byt
noauHoto. s ne6ioTHa BUCcTaBka B
CLLA Bino6paxae 00CBif XyO0XHMKa,
NOB'A3AHWNI i3 NEPEMILLEHHAM
i EMOLiHMM PO3PMBOM nMif Yac
BiiHW. XKMBYYM B yMOBaXx BiliHW B
YKpaiHi, CNpUNHATTS CBIiTY Ta CBOro
MicL B HbOMY JTinCbKMX 3MiHMNOCS,

i npeacTaeneHi po6oTn @ikcyoTb
Hanpyry Mix BHYTPIiLLHIM CBITOM

i 30BHILLHBOIO peanbHicTIO, Ae
NCUXONOrivYHMA NaHpwadT KOHONIKTY
CTUKAETbCS 3 NIIOACBKUM J0CBIA0M
BiOYYXEHHS.
https://www.facebook.com
groups/2536680853043841
permalink/9220254888019704/

3 JAN

IPUHA
SOEANLLNH

- YKPAIHA
Kondagve

- TOJIOBHE
PI3AOBAHE
LLIOY YKPAIHM |
SACRAMENTO

Ipuna PepguunH

Where: Holy Trinity Ukrainian
Orthodox Church, 2531 Rio Linda Blvd
Sacramento, CA 95815

When: Friday, 6:30 PM

IpyHa deguiuvH Bnieplue
npeacTaBnTb CBOE BEJIMKE Pi3aBSHE
woy «YkpaiHa konaaye» y CLLUA Ta
Kanagi. Lli koHUepTn 06iustoTs 6yTn
HanOBHEHI ACKPaBMMK eMoLigMu,

3 Bpaxarw4mMm NnocTaHOBKaMu,
PEeXuncypotro Ta KOCTIOMaMm Bif,
npoBigHNX gu3anHepis, BKJOYA0O4N
€THiuHi BOpaHHs. Y nporpami —
KONSIAKU B Cy4acHin 06pobui,
nonynapHi pi3aBsaHi Ta HOBOPIYHI XiTH,
a TakoX BigoMi nicHi lpuHn. Ha Bac
yekalTb NpPeM’epu, HOBI Ta yIloOeHi
nicHi, Bpaxxatoya atmocdepa.

Bigsigysadi MaTUMyTb 3MOTy
HacoJIOANTUCS CBATKOBOIO
aTtMmocdepoto, 3aHYpUTUCSH B
Tpaguuii Pizgsa Ta ogHo4YacHoO
niaTpumMaTn 36poriHi cunm Ykpainu.
Pekomenayemo BiggigaTu Ui 3axogm
pas3om i3 ciM’eto Ta Apy3aMu.
Hepapma daxiBui Ha3nBaTb Le
rO/IOBHUM Pi3ABAHUM LLOY KpaiHwW.

KinbkicTb MicLlb 0OOMexXeHa.

Bxig ana giteii oo 10 pokis
0e3KOLUTOBHUMA.
https://secure.wayforpay.com
payment/saf7f5f179776

https://www.facebook.com/
ifedyshyn/videos/571426685500830

17 JAN

SOUL OF THE
BANDURA:
MUSIC AND
STORIES FROM

To place ads, advertisement, and other messages: info@hromada.us
Hromada, PO Box 7026, 7 Pixley Ave, Corte Madera, CA 94976

UKRAINE
FEATURING
JULIAN
KYTASTY |
LA JOLLA

Center for World Music

Where: La Jolla Community Center,
6811 La Jolla Blvd, La Jolla, CA 92037

When: Friday, 7:30 PM - 9:00 PM

Experience the evocative
sounds of the bandura, Ukraine’s
national instrument, with Julian
Kytasty. Through epic songs, free
improvisations, and modern world
music, Julian blends tradition with
innovation, revealing the bandura’s
profound expressive depth and its
role in preserving Ukrainian cultural
identity.

Following the performance, take
partin a Q&A session to explore
Julian’s creative journey and his work
as a leading bandurist.

Tickets

General Seating: $35

VIP: $55
https://centerforworldmusic.org
event/soul-of-bandura-ukrainian-
music-julian-kytasty-center-for-world-

music/

https://www.facebook.com/events/s
soul-of-the-bandura-music-
and-/577095254836264,

18 JAN

MALANKA 2025
MANTAHYMH
BEYIP |
SACRAMENTO

Ukrainian Heritage Club of
Northern California

Where: Greek Hall, 614 Alhambra
Blvd, Sacramento, CA 95816

When: Saturday, 4 PM

MPOrPAMA/PROGRAM FEATURES:

MpunHaTTa/Reception

KynbtypHa nporpama/Cultural
Program

YkpaiHcbkuin 06in/Authentic
Ukrainian Dinner

Knea mysuka — Angpin Lerepa &
Co./Live Music by Andrew Shegera
& Co.

Auction, Other special Malanka
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activities

*Bxig / Admission (onnata Tinbkun
00 4 ciyHg): PeecTpauis NnOBMHHA
CynpoBOAXYBaTMCS onnaToio /
Registration must be accompanied by
payment. Micns 4 civHs uiHn 6yayTb
nigBuweHi/ After January 4, prices will
be increased

BXI4,/ ENTRANCE: OJopocni/
Adults $100

CtyneHtn / Full Time College
Students (18-25y.0.) $50

LLkonsapi / School children (13-17)
$25

Oitn / Children (5-12) $20

MeHcioHepw / Seniors (65 & older)
$80

TaHui / Dance only $50 only after
8:30 PM

For more info please call: Natalia
(916)367-3011, Luba (916)813-8757

Mail checks of money orders to
Oksana Buchko at 201 Picasso Circle,
Sacramento, CA 95835, or

You can pay via PayPal by going to
https://www.ukrainian-club.org and
hit the donate button.

*NonepeaHs peecTpauis 0o 4 civHs.
PeecTpauia Tpusatume oo tux nip,
noku He Byae po3nNpPoAaHo MiCLS.
Byab nacka, 3B’axitbcsa 3 Hatanieto
(916)367-3011), sAkL0 BK 36MpaeTecs
3apeecTpyBaTucs nicns 4 ciyHs, oo
nepekoHaTUCS, L0 PeECTpaLlisl LLe B
npoLeci.

* Preregistration until January 4.
Registration will only continue until
the event is sold out. Please contact
Natalia (916)367-3011) if you intend
to register after January 4" to be sure
registrations are still being processed.

*Micnga Toro, 9K KBUTKU Ha
ManaH4umH BeYip po3npoaHi,
peecTpaLis He NpuiMaTuMeTbCS, ane
Bu MoxeTe nonpocuTn BHECTU Bac y
NIUCT o4ikyBaHHS, o6 ckopucTaTucs
MiCLLIMN, SIKi MOXYTb BiAKPUTUCS.
Fkuwo Bu Bce x 3annatute nicns
TOro, ik KBUTKU Ha «ManaH4mH Beyip»
po3npoaanyTb, Ball niaTix oyne
NOBEPHEHO.

* No registrations will be accepted
after the Malanka is sold out, but you
may ask to be put on the waiting list to
take advantage of cancellations. If you
still pay after the Malanka is sold out,
your payment will be refunded.

ALL NET PROCEEDS GO TO HELP
UKRAINE!

BECb 3APOBITOK MIAE HA
LONOMOTY YKPAIHI!
https://www.facebook.com/events/s,
malanka-2025-%D0%BC%D0%B
0%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%BD%
D1%87%D0%B8%D0%BD-%D0
%B2%D0%B5%D1%87%D1%96
%D1%80/8777581778987929

18 JAN
MARYNA KRUT

VIRTUOSO OF
THE BANDURA |
STANFORD

Stanford Live

Where: Bing Concert Hall, 327
Lasuen Street, Stanford, CA 94305

When: Saturday, 7:00 PM &
9:00 PM

Maryna Krut is a Ukrainian singer
and virtuoso of the bandura, a
stringed instrument unique to Ukraine
that looks and sounds like a hybrid
of lute and harp. Krut’s unique style
of bandura playing shines a light
on Ukrainian culture and history. A
Eurovision finalist, Krut’s compelling
and soulful performances evoke
both folk traditions and modern
sensibilities, with pop and jazz
flourishes. She has appeared at
the Edinburgh International Culture
Summit, Andalucia Big Festival,
Montreal Ukrainian Festival, and on
other international stages.

Tickets:
https://live.stanford.edu/events/24-
25season/studio/maryna-krut/

https://www.facebook.com
events/1976550092769877

4 FEB

ALYONA ALYONA
CANADA&USA
2025 |
SUPPORTING
REVIVED
SOLDIERS OF
UKRAINE | SAN
FRANCISCO

Ukraine Harmony Foundation
Where: TOYHE MICLLE KOHUEPTY
BYOE OrOJIOWEHO
When: Tuesday, 7:30 PM - 10:30 PM
Y Bac € MOX/MBICTb 3acniBaTu B
YHICOH BXe nereHpapHy «Teresa &
Maria» Ta BCi rofioBHi XiTn apTucTa.

YkpaiHcbka pen-gisa alyona alyona

— LLe CNPaBXHin Nogmx cy4acHoro
xin-xony. ii nicHi HanoBHeHi rMMB0oKUM
3MiCTOM Ta KOXHa Mae CBOi 0CO6NUBI
CEHCW, B 9KMX BCi 3HaxXoaATb icTopii
3i cBoro xutTs. Ii Mysnka Haguxae

Ta 06'eAHYE MiNbIAOHN YKpaiHLiB

Mo BCbOMY CBIiTYy. KOXHOro gHs
alyona alyona cnpsimoBye CBOi
3ycunns Ha NigTpUMKy YKpaiHu, ska
LLLOXBWUJIMHU MPOJOBXYE 3axumLiaTi
CBOi KOPAOHW Bif, POCINCbKOI arpecii.
MeTa KoHUEepTIB — nigTprMKa

¢doHay Revived Soldiers, akunii

Hajae nonoMory y npoTe3yBaHHi
YKPAIHCbKUX BIICbKOBUX.

He nponycTiTb WaHc 3acnisatn

B YHICOH 3 alyona alyona, a Takox
nigTpumatn Ykpainy.https://allevents.
in/san%20francisco/alyona-alyona-
canadaandusa-2025|-supporting-
revived-soldiers-of-ukraine-|-
sf/10000995228935537

22 FEB

UNITE FOR
UKRAINE RALLY
AND MARCH |
SAN FRANCISCO

Ukrainian American Coordinating
Council, YkpaiHcbka LLikona CB.
KHarudi Onbru- Ukrainian School
and 2 others

Where: Harry Bridges Plaza, The
Embarcadero, San Francisco, CA
94111

When: Saturday, 1 PM - 2 PM

Join our Host, Ukrainian American
Coordinating Council, our Emcee
Maria Tscherepenko, Consul Dmytro
Kushneruk and the Ukrainian
Community and Friends of Ukraine in a
powerful show of support for Ukraine!

On the third anniversary of the war,
come together to fight for a cause that
touches our hearts and unites us all.

12:00 pm - Gathering of Community
with Flags and Signs.

12:30 pm - Anthems and Speeches
by Dignitaries, Politicians, Guest
Communities and Leaders

1:15 pm - March Information to
come

2 pm - Gathering Information to
come

2 pm - Closing with Anthems
https://www.facebook.com
events/1285029539381867,
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