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LIBERATION AND

DISTRUCTION

"Tellthem I willdestroy them.” These

diators in the war between Russia
and Ukraine, Austrian Federal Chan-
cellor Karl Nehammer in April, may
have seemed not so much an une-
quivocal threat as a figure of speech.
In addition, it was not very clear who
exactly Putin was going to destroy.
Ukrainian government? Ukrainian sta-
te? Nowadays, it is much easier to an-
swer this question. Vladimir Putin is
going to destroy the Ukrainian peo-
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To let everyone who serves in the AF feel the respect, gladness, and care of the dearest
people during holidays a volunteer from «Ukrainian military postcard», an outstanding
Lviv artist Yevhen Ravskyi, designed greeting cards.
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KHERSON+. WHAT IS NEXT?

On November 11, 2022, Ukrainian
troops entered Kherson. After Febru-
ary 24, the entire strength of the Rus-
sian army managed to occupy only
one regional center of Ukraine, and in

8 months, having turned their tails, the
occupiers were forced to "regroup” by
fleeing to the left bank of the Dnieper.
Russia received a powerful military, in-
formational and psychological blow. In
Ukraine, the citizens had already be-
lieved in the inevitability of the Ukrai-
nian victory, but now they started tal-
king about the obvious Russian defeat
in Russia as well. As always, with ano-
ther Ukrainian "victory”, the faith of the
Western allies increased, too. "Russia
not only must not win this war but
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WE MEET WINTER
BY CANDLELIGHT

Karyna Nikitishina

On November 23, almost the
whole Ukraine was left without ele-
ctricity due to massive rocket at-
tacks. A complete shutdown of the
power system, a "blackout”, has
come, and people do not have time
to adapt to new conditions - they

916-348-3400

live in complete darkness in cities
without electricity right now.

The head of Ukrenergo, Volodymyr
Kudrytskyi, explained the day be-
fore that a "blackout” is only a tem-
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[19KyeMO BCiM XTO NiATPUMYE HALI YHIBEPCUTET.
Hexau PisaBo Hapoa>xeHHA XpUCTa npMHece HACTYMNHOro
POKY MUpP YKpAaiHi, a BaOM i Bawin poauHi 300poB’s, niodoBu,
HagAil, Ta EAHOCTI.

YkpaiHi nepemory! Cnasa YkpaiHi!

Cepriu KBiT, npesuaeHT
HauioHanbHoro YHiBepcutety KueBo-MorunsaHcbka Akagemis

Kyiv-Mohyla Foundation of America
PO Box 46009, Chicago IL, 60646,
773-490-9797
mail@kmfoundation.org,
www.kmfoundation.org

Kyiv-Mohyla National University congratulates everyone on the New Year and
Christmas coming and says thank you for supporting the university and the
educational process in Ukraine during this tough time! Let everyone feel peace,
love, and support from your family; let’s stay healthy and preserve our unity for
ages!!! Victory will be ours! Glory to Ukraine, Ukrainians and our foreign friends!
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IT IS NOT SCARY TO FALL —
IT IS SCARY NOT TO FLY

Olesia Boklah

Ukrainians. The goal is to survive
and take off after a fall... A few days
ago, | was preparing for a kind of tech-
nical interview with the creator of the
TraumaApp application (what func-
tions, how to enable, where to sign
up) Meyli Chapin, but on the last day,
| decided to investigate thoroughly
the biography of my interlocutor and
realized that it would be a very in-
sightful and philosophical conversa-
tion, contact between two souls...

Ukraine is full of abrasions though
this doesn't cover massive strikes on
nuclear power plants and thermal po-
wer plants. Even its part in the form of
refugees who went abroad is sensitive
to wounds, wounds of the heart. Wor-
rying about friends and parents, wit-
nessing death and violence, and ha-
ving heard the whistle of danger, we
have no idea how much it affects our
consciousness. Meyli, unfortunately
for herself and fortunately for Trau-
maApp users, imagines. In 2019, she
was sitting alone in a hotel room when
a terrorist attack happened.

Before that, she was an ordinary
writer without a focus on psychology —
now she collaborates with many priva-
te and public institutions, raising the
topic of mental safety and survival
after difficult moments. Many of us
know those stories of extraordinary
resilience. But what we usually know
is only a tiny part, the beginning and
the end: this person has experienced
something terrible, and now they are
incredible. Meyli wanted to show that
tunnel of ugly truth and nightmares
when you would like to give up, not
see anyone and throw away a period
of your life during therapy. So, the
lady did that in the book "Terrorist at-
tack girl" (2022). The book was crea-
ted within 6 months after the terrorist
attack, but Meyli decided not to print
it until she felt the freedom and ease
to breathe the right emotions into the

TERRORIST
ATTALK
GIRL

HEYLI
CHAFIN

ending of the publication. At the same
time, the artist is convinced that if
she took up the work later, many facts
would be distorted. First of all, be-
cause of the desire of the brain to get
rid of them; secondly, simply because
of the passage of time. Yes, in some
places the vocabulary of the book is
rather cruel and rough, and the de-
tails are not smoothed out in any way,
however, thanks to this technique, it is
easy to delve into the plot, absorb the
creator’'s feelings (both negative and
positive) and say "l believe”. The au-
thor tried to prove that victims should
not be ashamed to share the truth
because each of us has been in such
a situation, after which we desire to
disappear or forget, and to pay tribute
to people who are struggling or have
ever struggled. A path to healing is
quite long and exhausting, but there
is definitely light at the end. That is
why there are no hopeless patients
from the girl's point of view.

The most complicated and pains-

taking part for Ms. Chapin was the
editing process. "It is very difficult to
re-read some scenes a second time,
to rethink the terrible state of my fa-
mily because they wanted to help
and did not know how,” she says. Did
the parents and the groom have no
chance to help the morally broken
girl, indeed? After research, the wri-
ter saw a way out, then her relatives
just lacked the courage and expe-
rience. "It is essential to invent an
algorithm, be patient, treat the vic-
tim with understanding, give him/her
time to calm down, not to impose
complete healing right away, but at
the same time to show presence. War
has a similar nature: Ukraine feels
bad, but thanks to the powerful sup-
port of allies your people continue to

fight. Nevertheless, these donations
and humanitarian work are aimed at
helping the community - it is still
hard for an individual to survive the
loss of relatives or property. This
should be paid attention to because
a nation consisting of thousands of
depressed identities is more suscep-
tible to turning on dead. If everyone
will catch a positive wave for at least
an hour and pass it on to others - the
chances of victory will increase sig-
nificantly. When a person is aware of
staying not alone with his/her diffi-
culties, when a man is asked once a
day "what have you done today?", then
the nerves, anxiety, anger, and disap-
pointment are taken much easier.”
Many doubts visited the girl eve-
ry time she sat down at the laptop:
should she mention her religious be-
liefs or emphasize the line with the
little boy... Here | asked what dis-
turbed me the most: how different
perceptions of such injuries are for
children and adults. As the answer, |
received: "They are much more simi-
lar than we assume and much more
disparate. Teenagers, somewhere af-
ter 16, form certain stereotypes about
the environment: all men are selfish,
all women are weak and tender, the
rainbow should last longer than the
rain, a guardian angel will always sa-
ve you, and a lost phone is the big-
gest possible trouble. Suddenly all
established beliefs and inner worlds
are destroyed. | was rescued - but
for a long time, | could not work pro-
ductively, enjoy life, or radiate love.
If it is a child, | do not envy them at
all. To see the darkness that partial-
ly dominates society almost from the
first steps after birth and to be frigh-
tened by the place where you will
build your fortune for the rest of
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UKRAINIAN NEWS

Total combat
losses of the
enemy

e
k-t o

According to the General Staff,
the combat losses of the enemy
from February 24 to December 1,
2022 were approximately:

personnel —about 89,440 people
were eliminated,

tanks — 2,915 units,

ACV - 5,877 units,

artillery systems — 1,904 units,

RSZV - 395 units,

airdefense equipment—210units,

warplanes — 280 units,

helicopters — 261 units,

UAVs of the operational-tactical
level — 1,562 units,

cruise missiles — 531 units,

ships and cutters — 16 units,

trucks — 4,441 units,

special equipment — 163.

The NATO
Parliamentary
Assembly and EU
Parliament recog-
nized Russia as a
terrorist state

The NATO Parliamentary Assemb-
ly that is taking place in Madrid, urged
to create a special international tribu-
nal to punish Russian criminals and
recognized the Russian Federation
as a terrorist state. This was reported
by the head of the permanent de-
legation of Ukraine to the NATO PA
Yehor Cherniev.

"All 30 NATO countries supported
the proposals of our delegation. The
tribunal will make it possible to convict
not only the direct perpetrators but

warplanes - 280

helicopters - 261

also the top leadership of the Russian
Federation. The resolution will be sent
to the governments and parliaments of
all NATO member countries,” Cherniev
said. According to him, the resolution
contains a number of important deci-
sions for Ukraine: increasing the sup-
ply of weapons to Ukraine; developing

RUSSIA'S TOTAL LOSSES

““*" FROM FEB 24 TO DEC 01

personnel - 89 440 (+560)

main battle tanks - 2915 (+1)
armoraed combat vehicles - 5877 (+5)
artillery systems - 1904 (+2)

multiple launch rocket systems - 395

air defense systems - 210

unmanned aerial vehicles - 1562
cruise missile - 531
warships/cutters - 16

frucks - 4441 (+12)

special equipment - 163

specific steps for Ukraine's acces-
sion to NATO; creating a mechanism
for collecting reparations from the
Russian Federation for damages. "The
adoption of this resolution is an im-
portant political step that reflects the
mood in Western parliamentary cir-
cles, and therefore influences the ru-
lers of countries in decision-making,”
explained the head of the permanent
delegation of Ukraine to the NATO PA.

The EU Parliament also recognized
Russia as a state sponsor of terro-
rism with a corresponding resolution
on November 23, which was repor-
ted, in particular, by the EPP faction.

The United States
allocated $400
million for military
aid to Ukraine

The U. S. will transfer $400 million
in military aid to Ukraine. This order
of Joe Biden is reported on the White
House website. These funds were
allocated for defense items and ser-
vices from the Pentagon, as well as
military training.

The package will include ammu-
nition for NASAMS and HIMARS; 150
large-caliber machine guns with ther-
mal imaging sights to combat un-
manned aerial systems (UAS); 200
high-precision artillery shells; 10,000
mortar mines; high-speed anti-radia-
tion missiles (HARM); 150 HMMWV
vehicles; more than 100 light tactical
vehicles; more than 200 generators;
howitzers and another technique.

Before that, the United States al-
located a new aid package to Ukraine

in the amount of 4.5 billion dollars.
The money will go towards salaries
for hospital workers, civil servants,
and teachers, as well as pensions.

The UN General
Assembly approved
a resolution calling
for Russia to pay
reparations to
Ukraine

At a special session, the UN Ge-
neral Assembly adopted a resolu-
tion authored by Ukraine and seve-
ral other states, which calls for Rus-
sia to compensate for the damage
caused by full-scale aggression. This
is reported by "European Pravda".

94 countries voted for the resolu-
tion and another 73 abstained. 14
countries spoke against the resolu-
tion: Bahamas, Belarus, China, Cuba,
North Korea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Iran,
Mali, Nicaragua, Russia, Syria, Cent-
ral African Republic, and Zimbabwe.
Interestingly, the traditionally pro-Rus-
sian Hungary supported the resolu-
tion. The UN states that supported the
document recognize that the Russian
Federation should be held accounta-
ble for violations of international law
in or against Ukraine, including ag-
gression and violations of the UN
Charter, as well as any violations of
international humanitarian law and
human rights.

Also, the states that supported the
resolution consider the need to crea-
te, in cooperation with Ukraine, "an in-
ternational mechanism for reparations
for damages, losses or damage as a
result of internationally illegal acts of
the Russian Federation in Ukraine or
against Ukraine".

The resolution recommends UN
members create an international re-
gister of damages to record evi-
dence of damage caused to all inter-
ested individuals and legal entities,
as well as to Ukraine by Russia. The
Union wants to hold Russia accoun-
table for the estimated €600 billion
in damage it has caused in Ukraine.

Canada completes
issuance of $500
million Ukraine
Sovereignty Bond

E-'Lﬁ.

The Government of Canada issued
government bonds on its behalf, the
proceeds from the sale of which will
be transferred to Ukraine. This was
announced by the Ministry of Finan-
ce of Canada.

"In order to give Canadians the op-
portunity to support the brave people
of Ukraine directly, the Government
of Canada is issuing bonds "Sove-
reignty of Ukraine” for 500 million
dollars today,” reads the distributed
message.

All willing Canadians, as well as fo-
reigners, can buy government bonds.
“Canadians who purchase these se-
curities will de facto buy five-year Ca-
nadian government bonds at the cur-
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rent rate of 3.3%, which will depend
on market conditions at the time of
the transaction. Canadians can be su-
re of the safety of their investments,
which are fully secured by Canada’s
AAA credit rating,” the ministry ex-
plained.

On the same day, the President
of Ukraine thanked Trudeau and the
government for this, having noted
that Canada is the first country to
offer such a support tool. He called
the issuance of bonds, which will be
available for investment not only in
Canada but around the world, "an
unprecedented act.”

All funds received from the sale of
bonds will be transferred by the Ca-
nadian government to a special IMF
account, which receives the majority
of Canadian financial aid to Ukraine.
In total, this year Canada has already
provided Ukraine with $2 billion in fi-
nancial support, which is one of the
highest per capita figures in the world.
In addition, another 2.5 billion dollars
was provided by Canada for military,
humanitarian, and other assistance.

Norway will help
Ukraine with gas:
they allocated
$195 million for
the purchase

For this, the country’'s government
allocated 195 million dollars to the
Ukrainian state. Reuters writes about it.

The money is a part of a previously
announced $1 billion aid package. Fi-
nancing will be provided through the
EBRD. "It is important to channel sup-
port through a reputable, internatio-
nally recognized organization that will
ensure efficient and transparent use
of funding,” said Norway's Finance
Minister Trygve Slagsvold Vedum.

The main reason for the lack of
funds is the difference between the
cost of imported gas and tariffs for
Ukrainian consumers. "Naftogaz" im-
ports gas at $1,100 - 1,200 per 1,000
cubic meters, and should sell it at
$200 - 250," ex-head of the NAC Yuriy
Vitrenko already stated. "Naftogaz"
sells the main part of the gas to the
population and the thermal utility com-
pany at a fixed tariff: for the public —
7.96 UAH per cubic meter, and for the
thermal utility company — 7.42 UAH per
cubic meter. During martial law and
for 6 months after it, tariffs for the
population will not increase, Prime
Minister of Ukraine Denys Shmyhal
promised.

In the summer, Norway became the
leader in the supply of gas to the EU
and plans to maintain the current high
level of gas production until the end of
the decade. This year, the Scandina-
vian country is expected to produce
about 122 billion cubic meters of gas,
which is 8% more thanin 2021.

Case MH17:
Girkin, Dubinskiy,
and Kharchenko
are sentenced to
life imprisonment.
Pulatov has been
acquitted

A court in the Netherlands claimed
that Russian citizens Igor Girkin, Ser-
hiy Dubinskiy, and Ukrainian citizen
Leonid Kharchenko were guilty of
causing the MH17 crash and the mur-
ders of 298 people on board. The
Russian Oleh Pulatov was acquitted
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in the case, said Marieke de Hoon,
doctor of international law at the Free
University of Amsterdam, who was
present at the sentencing.

"Pulatov is acquitted, as it has not
been proven that he had the oppor-
tunity to cancel the order that Dubi-
nskiy had already given, and did not
properly participate in the provision,
transportation, and launch of the Buk,”
de Goon pointed out.

Earlier, the court determined that
the Boeing 777 flight MH17 was shot
down by a Russian-made missile fi-
red from a field in eastern Ukraine in
July 2014. "The court believes that
MH17 was shot down by a BUK mis-
sile fired from a farm field near Per-
vomaisk, killing 283 passengers and
15 crew,” presiding judge Hendrik
Steenhuis said. The court also said
that Russia had control over sepa-
ratist forces in eastern Ukraine at the
time the plane was shot down. Rus-
sia categorically denies involvement
in the Boeing crash, in which mostly
Dutch citizens died. They collected
enough evidence to conclude.

On the day of the
mass shelling in
Ukraine, a rocket
fell in Poland and
killed 2 people

As you know, in the afternoon on
Tuesday, Russia launched a massi-
ve missile attack on the territory of
Ukraine. At the same time, a rock-
et fell in a border village in Poland, as
a result of which two people died. In
Poland, the Committee of the Council
of Ministers on National Security and
Defense was urgently convened, at
which they decided to increase the
combat readiness of some units and
consider the possibility of using Artic-
le 4 of the NATO Treaty.

Polish President Andrzej Duda said
in his turn that Warsaw does not have
accurate information about who exac-
tly launched the missile that fell on
Polish territory, and confirmed that it
was Russian-made.

The Associated Press agency, citi-
ng non-public comments of American
officials, reported that a Ukrainian air
defense missile trying to shoot down
a Russian missile could have fallen on
the territory of Poland.

NATO Secretary General Jens Stol-
tenberg added that responsibility for
thisincident in any case is on Russia.

Peskov traditionally, in the style of
Kremlin propaganda, accused the U.S.
and NATO as "the root cause of every-
thing”. Nevertheless, he did not deny
in any way the participation of Russia
itself in the missile incident.

The victims were two farmers from
Przewodow.

Kidney and heart
transplant opera-
tions are carried
out in Ukraine
without electricity
and water

On Wednesday, November 23, the
Russians again launched a massive
missile attack on Ukraine's energy
infrastructure.

Two kidney transplantations were
performed in Cherkasy during a
blackout. Deputy Head of the Office
of the President Kyrylo Tymoshen-
ko announced this on his Telegram
page on Wednesday, November 23.
He noted that the lights in the hos-
pital went out due to Russia’'s mas-
sive attacks on the energy sector of
Ukraine.

"Two kidney transplant operations
were performed at the Cherkasy Re-
gional Oncology Center,"” the official
told the press. Tymoshenko empha-
sized that the hospital switched to
operating generators during the po-
wer outage. "Ukrainian doctors are
invincible,” added the deputy head
of the VP.

It was previously reported that in
Kyiv, doctors operated on a child's
heart during a blackout. Cardiac sur-
geon and director of the Heart In-
stitute in Kyiv, Boris Todurov, posted
a video on his Facebook page of how
doctors perform surgery on a child's
heart without light and water, under
table lamps, and with headlamps.
Currently, the Heart Institute has 190
patients and 300 employees.

In the post, he noted that doctors
do not leave the hospital for a mi-
nute, they spend the night at work
to monitor all patients’ vital signs.
"In this unusual situation, we did
not lose any patient. We will main-
tain our medical front until the victo-
rious end despite any obstacles,” the
doctor said.

Other 50 soldiers
were returned
from Russian
captivity, inclu-
ding defenders
of Azovstal

The other 50 Ukrainian defenders
were returned from Russian captivity
on November 24. These are 20 Natio-
nal Guardsmen, 12 guys from the Na-
vy, 10 soldiers from the Armed For-
ces, 6 from the State Border Guard
Service, and two from the Terrode-
fense. The head of the President's
Office, Andrii Yermak, reported this on
Telegram. He noted that among tho-
se exchanged were two officers, 48
privates and sergeants.

"It is important that we managed to
return 19 defenders of Mariupol, 12 of
whom were evacuated from Azovstal,
as well as 15 prisoners from the Cher-
nobyl nuclear power plant and 7 from
Zmiinyi Island,” he wrote.

The Main Intelligence Directorate of
the Ministry of Defense reported that
sappers, drivers, medics, signalmen,
marksmen, and others were dismis-
sed for military specialties. At least 9
of those freed have injuries. The oldest
of the released defenders turned 44,
and the youngest is 19.

Since the beginning of the full-sca-
le war, our special services have al-
ready managed to free 1,138 service-
men from captivity. Representatives of
Ukraine and Russia reported on 3 ex-
changes of prisoners of war between

November 23 and 25. On November
23, 35 Ukrainian military personnel
and one civilian were exchanged for
35 Russian military personnel, and
on November 24, 50 Ukrainian mili-
tary personnel were exchanged for 50
Russian prisoners. On November 25,
the Russian side announced the ex-
change of 9 Ukrainians for 9 Rus-
sians, but this exchange was not of-
ficially reported in Ukraine.

ISW researchers reckon that with
the help of exchanges, the Russian
Federation is probably trying to redu-
ce discontent in the information space.

Zelenskyi: 4,950
Ukrainians were
posthumously
awarded for bra-
very in battles

President of Ukraine Volodymyr
Zelenskyi announced that since Feb-
ruary 24, more than 32,000 Ukrainian
men and women have been awarded
for bravery in battles, 4,950 of them
posthumously.

"We must always remember how
many people gave their lives to save
Ukraine and freedom,” the president
emphasized in his evening address on
November 17.

Ukrainian authorities do not dis-
close the total number of defenders
who died in Russia's full-scale war
against Ukraine.

Earlier this month, Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff Mark Milley said
that, according to the Pentagon,
about 40,000 Ukrainian civilians were
killed in the war in Ukraine. "It's a hu-
ge scale of human grief,” Milley said.

In total, almost
60,000 women
serve in the

ranks of the AF

During the full-scale invasion, 101
women serving in the ranks of the Ar-
med Forces died at the front. 50 are
missing. More than 100 women are in-
jured. This was announced by the Mi-
nister of Defense of Ukraine, Oleksii Re-
znikov, during the 6" women's forum.

In total, almost 60,000 women ser-
ve in the ranks of the Armed Forces.
5,000 people are directly participa-
ting in the hostilities.

350 women were awarded, and 2
received the title of Heroes of Uk-
raine posthumously. These are Inna
Dereusova and Kateryna Stupnytska.

The first launch
of ARTEMIS to
the moon

On November 16 at 1:47 a.m. ET,
the successful launch of the Artemis
15t mission finally took place. The
launch was broadcast live from the
NASA Space Center in Florida. Pre-
vious attempts were unsuccessful due
to technical and weather reasons.

After going into space for 3 weeks,
the Orion spacecraft will collect infor-
mation about everything that happens
on the Moon with the help of several
satellites launched by it. In 25 days,
on December 11, the spacecraft is ex-
pected to land in the Pacific Ocean.

One of the important tasks of this
mission is to test the heat shield that
protects Orion after re-entry into the
Earth's atmosphere.

In the future, an important task
of the next Artemis missions is the
long-term stay of a person on the
Moon for the purpose of researching
deposits of various minerals and their
development.

Already in 2024, NASA is planning
the first manned flight to the moon
with the Artemis 2 mission since the
1972 Apollo mission. The first launch
of the Artemis 1t mission was still
planned for 2016 with a budget of 8
billion dollars, and took place even
now, exceeding the primary amount
by almost three times. Therefore, the
forecasting of the next flight of the
mission already with the crew remains
in great doubt.

Financing the army is a key priority
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Myroslav Grekh

In August of this year, in the news-
paper N257, we published an interview
with Mykhailo Ukhman, a former sol-
dier of the Ukrainian Armed Forces and
the creator of the film "The Path of Ge-
nerations”, which was broadcast in the
diaspora of California, and, moreover,
in many cities of the world. Since then,
a lot has changed, both in Ukraine
and in the whole world. A turning point
came in the war between Ukrainians
and the racist occupiers, the Ukrainian
army won a number of local victories,
and Russia, bombarding Ukrainian ci-
ties and villages with rockets, began
to commit genocide, for which it was
recognized as a terrorist country in
Europe and America. We contacted
Mr. Ukhman again who did not stop
traveling to the front, to find out his vi-
sion of the current situation in Ukraine.
Our correspondent Myroslav Grekh in-
terviewed Mykhailo. He had returned
from the front, and just before the
start of the interview in Kyiv, the elec-
tricity was turned off, so he had to go
outside and there, hiding from the rain,
to conduct a conversation.

Myroslav Grekh ( further M.G.): Let's
start communicating. Since the last
interview, a lot has changed in this
war — Kharkiv, Kherson, the situation
has changed both in Ukraine and in the
world. You visit the front. What are you
doing there, making films?

Mykhailo Ukhman ( further M.U.): Not
quite so. My films are shown in the U.S.,
Canada, and Great Britain. Thanks to
the funds from the show and the do-
nations of benefactors, | purchase so-
me equipment and deliver it to our
soldiers, at the same time | listen to
the stories of those who are fighting. |
make such notes for the future. If God
gives me enough age and health, then
| know what, where, and about whom |
will shoot. Itis an information war now.

M.G.: Do you work on the infor-
mation front?

M.U.: Yes, in addition, | bring cop-
ters, night vision devices, and cars.

M.G.: Are you currently filming
when you arrive at the front?

M.U.: Yes, | am filming. Specifically,
those guys who fight. Not strictly films,
but documentation of everything that
happens there.

M.G.: | understand, and then some
scenarios will be made on that mate-
rial, so how did you make "The Path
of Generations"?

M.U.: | plan to make a sequel to
"The Path of Generations” and other
things about the "Omega" and "Alpha”
units, about our pilots who destroy
the Russians in the sky. There are so-
me good ideas for scripts, and all this
is to show the Americans, or, for in-
stance, the Chinese, that we can make
films not worse but on a par with them.

M.G.: Of course, do you travel alo-
ne or with a film crew?

M.U.: In general, | travel by myself,
but there are certain people, we don't
need to talk about them now. Let's put
it this way, | work myself.

M.G.: Of course. How do you as-
sess the situation on the front line,
what do the fighters say?

M.U.: | just returned from the front
line today. | was in the eastern direc-
tion, | visit there from time to time. The
situation is difficult because, | think,
many Ukrainians underestimated the
mobilized Muscovites. Although they
are cannon fodder, there are many
of them and they have weapons. So
now there are tough battles for every
position. Orcs suffer simply fantas-
tic, huge losses, they die by the tens,
and hundreds. | saw how they threw
tanks, armored vehicles, and dozens
of infantry into the assault. After our
fight back, very few of them come
back. But the Russians still have an
advantage in technology, in weapons,
and they don't pay attention to peo-
ple, they just throw all this Muscovite
rabble at our artillery, machine guns,
machine guns, and tanks. | have been
to seve-ral front-line villages, where

everything has been completely dest-
royed. It is interesting that some of
the residents wanted the arrival of
the Russians earlier, and some voted
in that pseudo-referendum, | drove
through the village, and many hou-
ses were destroyed, so they received
"Russian peace”, which came to them
in the form of shells, tanks, and ro-
ckets, and their mood changed.

M.G.: Moskalota brought them "li-
beration”.

M.U.: Yes, "gave freedom” from nor-
mal life. Even the churches of the
Moscow Patriarchate were destroyed.
Those popes who prayed for the
Russian Slavs are now morally bro-
ken. This is how it turned out.

M.G.: Please tell us a little more
about your sponsoring activities.

M.U.: | know people who have been
fighting for a long time. These are
contractors and my friends with
whom | fought together. These are
gunners, reconnaissance, and aerial
reconnaissance. | am constantly in
positions and know where there are
problems. | do not wait for someone's
help, but do everything myself. If |
know where cars are needed, | close
this question. Many people turn to
me: help here, and there, but | help
in places where | see problems. Not
in the rear, but directly to the guys in
the trenches who solve cases quick-
ly. Thanks to the diaspora and our
good people, every day we have good
results, and every day the occupiers
and their equipment are destroyed.
That is everything for victory. | have
been engaged in transmission to the
front for a long time, about 30 ma-
chines, many different copters (both
a million hryvnias and a hundred thou-
sand, there are a lot of them, | just
didn't count) have been delivered.
Optics were also handed over, large
sums were sent to car repairs and
the purchase of tires. Cars are pi-
ckup trucks, four-wheel drive jeeps,
and sensors. All that is needed. Every-
one has their battlefield, and | work in
this direction. A week ago, we brought
copters, with these copters the guys
hit one car the day before yesterday,
killed 2 Muscovites, and injured 3. Do
you think it is a good investment?

M.G.: Of course, very good ones.

M.U.: | have known these guys sin-
ce 2016-2017. They are professionals
from the Omega division. | also help
special forces, SBU, National Guard,
and snipers. | participate in the de-
stroying of the invaders.

M.G.: You said that the funds for
these cases come from showing films.

M.U.: Yes, from the shows, and
there is also the help of philanthro-
pists, the diaspora, Ukrainian busi-
nesses, and farmers are incredibly
helpful. There are specific people,
bloggers, public figures who have
known me for many years, plus ordi-
nary citizens. The diaspora is extre-
mely supportive, especially the Cana-
dian and US diaspora. Without them,
we would lose a long time ago. They
might not have lost, but it would have
been very difficult.

M.G.: Can you name someone by
their names?

M.U.: | don't want to name anyone,
because there are dozens of assis-

tants. Businessmen from different re-
gions give me cars, some buy drones
worth up to a million hryvnias. | am
grateful to everyone. | have a Face-
book page, and every time | take so-
mething from someone, | thank them
there. | officially report to each person
where their money went: either dollars
or hryvnias. Everything is as transpa-
rent as possible, so people trust me
and help me. | am, one might say, a
bridge between our soldiers at the
front and the rear.

M.G.: When can we expect the con-
tinuation of the film "The Path of Ge-
nerations"?

M.U.: For now, we are considering
the scenario. First of all, that means a
lot of money, which | do not have now
because | am donating to the front.
We are preparing, and there are cer-
tain plans and ideas, but these are on-
ly ideas, so | will not announce them
yet. Besides, | will not only film the mil-
itary but, if God will give life and health,
| want to make films about Kyivan Rus,
about the Cossack region.

M.G.: That s, historical films?

M.U.: Yes, yesterday there was a
scandal with Netflix. They made a film
about Yaroslav the Wise and called him
the prince of Northern Russia. All this
is because the previous government
of Ukraine and even the current go-
vernment did not work for the inter-
national image of Ukraine, they fiimed
all kinds of junk, and forgot about the
diplomatic front, we have very few in-
formation channels, and weak televi-
sion, on which various people appear
who have done nothing for the front,
instead of making English-language
channels and going out into the world.
That is why Russia beat us on the in-
formation front almost until today. That
is why the world does not know that
Prince Yaroslav is a Ukrainian prince,
during whose time there was no Mos-
cow at all. This is the problem of our
country. | will fix this problem. Thank
God, few historians and officials are
working with me, but there is a team
of producers, directors, and actors.
Now, | still hope, there are certain ties
to the USA, and Canada, | want to at-
tract Ukrainian actors, Americans, and
Canadian of Ukrainian origin for such
films. There are a lot of plans. | ask
God for life and health, and every-
thing will be fine.

M.G.: And for the victory.

M.U.: Yes, for the victory, too.

M.G.: Do you plan to visit us?

M.U.: | want, but | have to be here
now. | could present my films, but my
conscience does not allow me to lea-
ve. A significant number of my friends
and brothers died, and | buried them,
now | have no personal life, it's all for
the war. Even my family is sometimes
offended that | do not pay attention to
them, but | explain that until we win,
personal plans should be forgotten.

M.G.: December 6 will be Armed
Forces Day. Your opinion: how has our
army changed since the beginning of
the war? (here our connection was
interrupted, and the Internet disap-
peared in Kyiv...)

(after some time...) M.U.: Look exa-
ctly at the beginning — 2014. Until this
year, de jure we had an army, but de
facto it did not exist. They fought, most
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A PERSON WHO DEVOTED HIMSELF
TO THE FRONT

importantly, as volunteers or soldiers,
whatever happened, without any sig-
nificant supply It is good that then it
was possible to stop the onslaught of
the Russian invaders. The next prog-
ress took place already after the
full-scale invasion when hundreds of
Ukrainians took up arms. Thanks to
such Ukrainian generals as Zaluzhnyi,
Marchenko, Svirskyi, middle-ranking
officers, soldiers, and the enormous
help of our allies, primarily the USA,
England, Canada, Poland, and the Bal-
tic countries, our army has become
strong. The governments of the coun-
tries of Western Europe woke up and
stopped making the mistake they ma-
de in 2014, they finally started hel-
ping us, they understood that Russia
is a terrorist. A combination of fac-
tors, from our cool command and end-
ing with every warrior who wants to
learn, to destroy the enemy, made the
Ukrainian army one of the best in the
world. This is not pathos, it is a fact.
Again, thanks to the armed support of
the Allies. It must be admitted.

M.G.: | constantly check the news.
And all the time we ask: give tanks,
give planes, give guns. Where are our
weapons? Maybe it was necessary to
prepare for war, develop and streng-
then the defense industry from 2014.
What do you think?

M.U.: Yes, we were not preparing for
war. Unfortunately, it is not only about
the army but also about information
policy and strategy. We wanted peace.
Everyone wants peace, not war. We
made a mistake, repeated the mistake
of ancient times, when we relied on the
"good Russians”, and underestimated
their aggressive plans. A professional
army and weapons are needed not for
attack, but for defense. It's a pity, but
we have thousands of victims, and the
money was allocated for something
else. Now, by the way, | like driving on
repaired or newly paved roads, but if
we had our weapons, and manufac-
tured the same shells and mines, the
situation would be much better. If we
had prepared for war all these years,
if we had not withdrawn the troops,
we could have avoided the disaster.
They usually attack a weak country. As
in life, they attack the weak. This has
been known since childhood: if you
are weak, you are mocked, despised,
and the stronger wins. Now we have
to show our teeth and claws. | repeat,
a strong army is not for attack, but for
defense. Unfortunately, now, at the
cost of tens of thousands of losses,
we must correct this error. | remember
how in recent years we were forbidden
to fight, how nothing was produced,
no weapons, and we were forbidden
to shoot. | remember, and | say once
again, that only by this method, in the
flames of battles, our power is har-
dened now, but we lost very cool peo-
ple, they stopped the enemy with
their lives.

M.G.: What else would you like to
say to the American diaspora, what
would you like more from us?

M.U.: Just help more, because Rus-
sia is not only an enemy of Ukraine, it
is evil in its modern form, it is a terro-
rist, with its wild population, with wild
corrupt practices, with a thug lifestyle.
They envy everyone who lives better,
and this prompts them to destroy the
more successful. They are like a Ta-
tar-Mongolian horde, and if they are
not stopped, they will threaten the
whole world. Every conscious Ameri-
can, Canadian, European, Japanese,
or even Chinese began to understand
this. We fight with them, and you only
help. We need cars, drones, and night
and day vision surveillance devices.
When this is in abundance, we will be
able to stop the enemy. Informatio-
nally, it is necessary to go to the streets
and squares, talk to Native Americans,
and influence senators, everyone, so
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"Keep fighting — you are sure to win!
God help you! Truth stands for you,
glory stands for you as well as holy
willl™ These are lines from the fa-
mous poem "Caucasus” by the Uk-
rainian poet Taras Hryhorovych Shev-
chenko - a symbol of freedom,
strength, and inexhaustible patriotism
toward the Motherland.

Have you ever wondered who is a
really strong person? | think that some
would answer that this is a man who
has great physical strength, and is
strong in appearance, so to speak, a
hero. However, | hasten to say that this
is not entirely true. This statement is
purely theoretically appropriate, but a
"strong person” is a broader concept,
he/she is not afraid to talk about their
difficulties, has willpower, knows how
to ask for help, and defends their own
boundaries. These are the Ukrainian
people and our indomitable army, vo-
lunteers, doctors, of course, electri-
cians, and, in general, all those who
are fighting against the common ene-
my — the incomplete country with the
incomplete president. However, it is
selfish to call only Ukrainians strong,
because now many foreigners have
united and created various organiza-
tions around the world to help my
fellow citizens.

One such organization is Blue/Yel-
low for Ukraine USA, which we were
recently able to contact and interview
with Rima Ziuraitis, the executive di-
rector of Blue/Yellow for Ukraine USA,
a sister organization of Blue/Yellow for
Ukraine that delivers non-lethal mili-
tary assistance to the Ukrainian de-
fense forces directly on the front line.

- When and by whom was the
organization Blue/Yellow for Ukraine
USA founded?

— The Lithuanian initiative "Blue/Yel-
low", founded by the director of Swe-
dish origin Jonas Ohman, has been
supporting the armed resistance of
Ukraine since 2014. In the USA, the

sister organization Blue/Yellow for Uk-
raine USA was registered in 2019. As
of February 24, 2022, in less than a
month, "Blue/Yellow" collected more
than 20 million euros in donations
from the Lithuanian people. Aid is
provided directly to soldiers, volun-
teers, and territorial defense forces
fighting for the freedom and sove-
reignty of Ukraine.

— What kind of assistance do you
provide to our army and with what
funds do you purchase everything ne-
cessary, | mean: is it only with funds
from donations, or do you have any
sponsors?

— Oh no, we did not have and do
not have any sponsors. All necessary
things are purchased only thanks to
people's donations. We receive do-
nations from different countries, inc-
luding the USA and Lithuania. Hel-
mets, bulletproof vests, medicines, clo-
thes, and shoes are bought with the
collected funds. Currently, drones, va-
rious night vision devices, and with
the onset of cold weather, warm win-
ter clothes are very popular.

— Have you come to Ukraine, direc-
tly to the front, to our boys and girls?

- Yes, | have. Our last trip took pla-
ce in September. We visited the Kher-
son region, Kyiv, and Ternopil, as well
as the Kharkiv region and Kharkiv it-
self. Actually, | like Ukraine, it is very
picturesque and has an authentic
atmosphere. This is something that
can never be taken away from you.
Kyiv is a wonderful place. We will de-
finitely be back there soon.

— When are you planning your next
visit to Ukraine, if it's not a secret?

- We want to come in January. We
are gradually buying and preparing
everything we need: medical aid, shoes,
warm uniforms, etc. As you know, Blue/
Yellow for Ukraine USA is a sister or-
ganization of Blue/Yellow for Ukraine
in Lithuania, which is located closer
to Ukraine. Therefore, we come much
less often, and this is logical because
the distance from the USA to your
country is not small. However, Blue/
Yellow for Ukraine, headed by Jonas
Ohman, delivers everything the army
needs by hand almost every month.

LET'S KEEP FIGHTING AND WIN

— Do you have friends who are cur-
rently fighting for the independence of
Ukraine or maybe just acquaintances/
relatives in our country?

— | have a friend from Chicago. He
fought on the side of Ukraine back
in 2014 and returned to the frontline
again this year. Also, during this ti-
me, | got to know a large number of
Ukrainian volunteers — wonderful peo-
ple. By the way, my great-grandmother
is from Dnipro, we still correspond
with her from time to time.

— | think that our readers would be
interested to hear one of the stories of
how you came to the front line of the
Armed Forces. Do you have one?

— Certainly! | have one story that is
very meaningful to me. Once we went
to the Kherson region to deliver some
important packages to the soldiers.
We were told that we would have so-
mething like camping. | was surprised,
but | did not object. It's cool. We had
an incredible evening and | was able
to meet face-to-face with the military.
They had a very difficult day then, but
they demonstrated to me what a real
Ukrainian indomitable spirit is. The
soldiers smiled and joked all the time,
no matter what happened around
them. Of course, we should keep an
optimistic attitude and not lose hope,
because sooner or later we will win.

That night was the first time | saw
how HIMARS worked. Could you ima-
gine these rockets flying right above
me? | probably won't forget it for the
rest of my life. After arriving, | told
that story to all her colleagues to
cheer them up.

— Do you think that the work you
are currently doing is important?

— Definitely. The victory of Ukraine
is important for the whole civilized
world, and our bright future. Nobody
has the right to take away the free-
dom of a nation. As Americans, we will
fight for victory to the last. As residents
of Lithuania, we understand what Rus-
sian occupation and propaganda are.
Let's keep fighting, and we will defeat!
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["Itis not scary to fall..."]
the beginning is on page 3

your life. Sometimes the child's con-
sciousness is faster to move the fear
to unnecessary, to substance it, but
subconsciously a negative imprint re-
mains. And in this case, if treatment
is not started on time, it will be more
difficult to establish the true source
of the problem.

By the way, the degree of vulnera-
bility to negative events is formed
depending on the chemical composi-
tion and structure of the brain. Some
people walk all their lives with their
heads held high despite adversity and
iliness, and there are people to whom
the image of the victim seems to be
stuck with glue. According to the cha-
racteristics of the character, it is ne-
cessary to select a specialist. That
is, there are psychologists who give
homework, there are those who try to
turn your hatred into love, there are
those who devote more time to har-
mony with the environment, and so-
me focus on the practice of self-plea-
sure. Here it is important to choose
not the most expensive or the most
famous specialist, but the one with
whom it will be possible to find a
connection for you. A woman who
had longed for her dead son's resur-
rection for 12 years was among my
patients, but the technique focused
on working with memory and accep-
ting the situation helped her to see
the world in color again in literally half
a year. However, there are things that
all specialists agree on: alcohol numbs
the pain for a short time, then it
brings more additional problems than
benefits. Regarding Ukraine, | can sta-
te that until the war comes to an
end, it will not be possible to heal
the victims completely.”

The great news for me at the end
of our conversation was that the Mey-
li team found a company that agreed
to translate the app into Ukrainian at
a big discount. The technologist is
most proud of the absence of a waitlist
(this was her primary mission becau-

se people often did not get to make
an appointment with highly qualified
specialists due to their excessive bu-
syness), absolute privacy, the tech-
nique of exposure therapy and access
to tracking results, which Meyli does
for each user independently. The team
of volunteers is working on constant
updating of the digital environment,
and currently, they have set a goal to
adapt their basic treatment to the spe-
cifics of overcoming even more va-
rious waves of panic and fears, inc-
luding bad dreams, and most impor-
tantly — to adjust the interface and
software stuffing for Android.

On average, patients achieved good
results in 3 months. The application
is intended both for children who lis-
ten to explosions before bedtime in-
stead of fairy tales, for refugees who

struggle with a sense of failure and
sadness from the loss of an integral
addition to their inner "planets”, for
those who experienced grief similar
to the death of a baby in the Zapori-
zhzhia maternity hospital, for doctors
who collect soldiers piece by piece,
and for soldiers’ wives, who only have
warm memories of their loved ones.

In conclusion, we want to believe
that with the help of such brave inno-
vators-activists as Meyli, all Ukrai-
nians will be able to heal their crip-
pled souls and find the strength to
move headlong toward the achieve-
ment of their own dreams.

To find the book, download or sha-
re the app, book an appointment,
and learn more about Meyli Chapin,
please, click the link below:
https://www.meylichapin.com/

["A person who devoted...”]
the beginning is on page 6

that they understand that the Russians
are the same terrorists as those who
attacked the USA in 2001. They are
terrorists who kill innocent babies. It
is an evil that must be destroyed. The
grandfathers and fathers of the mo-
dern Ukrainian diaspora fled overseas,
hiding from the "red” invaders. Now

we have a chance to destroy these
monsters and finish the mission of
grandfathers and great-grandfathers.
Today is the time of punishment. Go to
my shows and help the AF. This is the
most important thing.

M.G.: In which cities are scree-
nings of your movies now?

M.U.: We were recently in the sta-
te of Connecticut, and now we are
negotiating so that by the end of the
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year, in December, we will be in the
USA, Great Britain, Canada, Spain,
and probably in Australia.

M.G.: In addition to the film "The
Path of Generations”, what other films
do you show?

M.U.: A film about Cyborgs and
about the battles at the Donetsk air-
port | have a full-length film. Not li-
mited to cinema, | published a book
about people who started fight-
ing, called "People of the will"; un-
til 2014, they lived a simple life, and
now they have turned into heroes
who are 70 years old, 18, 25. | pe-
riodically sell the books "People of
the Will", and "Paths to War" and send
the proceeds to help. As much as |
can, | contribute to the safety, and
strength of the guys in battles. All
for the sake of the Armed Forces.

M.G.: We all aregrateful for that.
You are doing an amazing and ext-
remely necessary thing. You are a
true patriot, and everyone should fol-
low your example.

M.U.: Thank you for the kind words.
My motto now: "All effort for the front,
all for victory!" And we will defini-
tely win. Glory to Ukraine!

M.G.: Glory to the heroes!
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["Kherson+. What is next?"]
the beginning is on page 1

will not win it,” said German Chan-
cellor Olaf Scholz, who was cautious
in his remarks at the SDP of Germa-
ny congress in Cottbus.

What happened in Kherson oblast,
and most importantly, what should we
expect next? The Kherson region is
directly adjacent to Crimea, which was
occupied by Russia in 2014, and was
supposed to be the first defense out-
post after the invasion.

The strange rapid offensive of the
Russian army in February still needs a
detailed investigation and the unque-
stionable punishment of those guilty
of treason and criminal negligence. To
date, the authorities have named only
one traitor — Ihor Sadokhin, assistant
to the head of the Kherson SBU De-
partment and part-time head of the
Anti-Terrorist Center, who has been
detained. Serhii Kryvoruchko, head of
the SBU of the Kherson region, was
also dismissed from his post and
deprived of the rank of general. Well,
even a cursory analysis of these mi-
litary bases and infrastructure allows
us to claim that there are many times
more traitors and inactive criminals. Al-
ready on February 25, the Russians be-
gan an attack directly on Kherson and
formally gained full control over the city
on March 3.

Kherson showed an example of in-
subordination and struggle even be-
ing unarmed. Demonstrations under
Ukrainian blue-yellow flags continued
under the muzzles of Russian tanks
and machine guns. After the escape
of the Russian troops at the end of
March - the beginning of April from
the forest zone, which during the
planting turned into a trap for the
enemy, the Ukrainian troops chose
the directions of the offensive for the
attack. At first, the statements of of-
ficials from the Ukrainian authorities
who announced the "offensive on
Kherson™ were surprising, and they
were made by both the President of
Ukraine and the Minister of Defense.
According to the rules of military scien-

Voted best of Palo Alto
6 years running

ce, usually, on the contrary, one should
either misinform the enemy or hide
information. Therefore, the announ-
ced attack on Kherson looked pre-
sumptuous. All the more so, as the
real offensive got stuck in heavy bat-
tles, although it led to the gradual li-
beration of villages in the Mykolaiv
and Kherson regions. However, after
the successful rapid attack of the Ar-
med Forces of Ukraine in the Kharkiv
Region, which was missed by the Rus-
sian troops, the turning point in the
war became clear to all sides.

After the offensive in the Kharkiv
region, the "insolence" of the state-
ments began to look like self-confi-
dence and a motivated threat to the
enemy. Any statements of Ukraini-
ans regarding the future liberation of
Ukrainian territories — from Kherson to
Sevastopol, Donetsk, and Luhansk —
drove the Russian government, the
Russian army, and Russian citizens
into depression, fear, and panic. State-
ments about de-occupation turned
into an independent type of weapon,
an information weapon, which helped
our troops to force the enemy to flee.

On October 8, 2022, General Sergey
Surovikin was appointed commander
of the United Group of Russian occu-
pation forces in Ukraine. Surovikin is
a sadist and mass murderer with ex-
perience even by the standards of the
Russian army. During the putsch of the
GKChP in 1991, when the most ardent
communist leadership in its delusion
to preserve the USSR threw army units
into the cities, the only officer-killer
turned out to be Surovikin. On the
night of August 20-21, in the rank of
captain, it was Surovikin who com-
manded a unit with BMP that crushed
and shot three victims. Surovikin was
in prison under arrest for 7 months,
but, in the end, he was released, re-
habilitated, and even promoted during
the time of "Putin's spiritual father”
Yeltsin, which proves that the future
occupiers were pampered and nur-
tured by the conditionally "liberal”
Russian authorities. The serial killer
has shown his propensities for mass
destruction in both Chechnia and Uk-

raine since 2014 and is now called by
Putin a "savior" after the shameful mi-
litary defeat of Russian troops in the
battles of Kupyansk, lzyum, and Ly-
man. Another defeat of Russian troops
will be associated with Surovikin.

If you analyze the Russian media
space (it is not independent and is
completely controlled and coordina-
ted by the Kremlin), you can see that
after the appointment of a new com-
mander, the Russian population be-
gan to be prepared for another pos-
sible escape. In television studios or
telegram channels, arguments were
sought as to why the troops needed to
regroup up to the transition to the left
bank. It is somewhat surprising for the
Russians that there were attempts to
simulate the departure of the civilian
population from Kherson. It is sho-
cking because it is not the Russian
habit to care about people's lives,
both civilians and military. In the end,
at the beginning of November, a mass
withdrawal of Russian troops took
place, and on November 11, the Uk-
rainian army entered Kherson. It en-
tered the town not just triumphantly,
but, unlike the occupiers, who faced
negation from the local residents, all
the videos showed a joyful reaction
of the local population with tears of
happiness. The mass escape of the
30,000-strong group raised ques-
tions about the adequacy of the ac-
tions of the new commander of the
occupiers. The clue lies in the brid-
ges, more precisely, in their total de-
struction: both the famous Antonivs-
kyi bridge and the bridge in the Nova
Kakhovka area, all 5 ways of connec-
ting 2 shores. Not only Surovikin but
the Russian army and authorities we-
re afraid that the attack on Kherson
(which in their minds was already
perceived as unconditional) would
stop (or rather — temporarily stop) at
least at Chongar, which connects the
"mainland” with Crimea, thanks to the
bridges. That is, the Ukrainian bat-
talions in a rapid offensive across
the bridges are moving further: to
Kakhovka, Melitopol, Genichesk, Ber-
diansk, Crimea, Mariupol, etc.

Therefore, Surovikin did not save
30,000 of his troops, but by dest-
roying bridges and fleeing from Kher-
son, he fulfilled the task of delaying
the moment of liberation of the rest of
southern Ukraine by Ukrainian troops.
However, even after postponing the
transfer of Ukrainian troops across
the Dnipro, Surovikin and others did
not realize what catastrophic conse-
quences the de-occupation of Kher-
son would have for Russia. Russia
lost. We, Ukrainians, are already plea-
sed to read this sentence, but the
realization that "Russia lost” came to
the heads of many of those who may
have had doubts or illusions before.
On November 14, Chinese leader Xi
Jinping and the US President, after a
three-hour conversation at the G-20
summit, held a briefing where they
made a joint statement that there
should be no nuclear war. If it was
not surprising from the American lea-
der, then it was harsh from China,
Russia's superior. In fact, the "Celes-
tial Empire” (for which Russia has be-
come a vassal) "stabbed” Putin, who
used nuclear blackmail as his last ar-
gument. Before this statement by Xi
Jinping and Biden, the Russian infor-
mation space was full of statements
about the "Ukrainian dirty nuclear
bomb", which meant that we were
being prepared for a nuclear strike by
Russia (as if a strike in response to the
"dirty bomb"). After that, the Russian
media forgot about the "dirty bomb™ in
an instant. Kherson led to geopolitical
shifts that work in our favor.

Yes, it is still not easy and will con-
tinue for a long time, yes, now due to
massive shelling by Russian fascists
in many cities of Ukraine there are no
light, electricity, or water for hours, and
days including my native Kyiv. Yes, our
sacrifices will still be great. Yes, they
are trying to sway Ukraine towards
some kind of "peace agreement” with
Russia that is not beneficial for Ukrai-
nians. But Kherson is another symbol
of Ukrainian victory. So to the ques-
tion "what's next?" the answer is une-
quivocal: Next is the Ukrainian victo-
ry! Glory to Ukraine!
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for each home bought or sold with Oksana.

OESANA MELNYE

“Oksana was a pleasure to work with on my first house purchase, ensuring a worry-free and
amiable process for all the parties involved. Resourceful and detail-oriented, she was quick to
respond to any inquiries and provide all the updates necessary. Oksana wasn't shy to negotiate
better terms for me as a buyer, which is extremely rare to come across in today's competitive
market. Her knowledge and confidence in closing the deal got us through the escrow with no

glitch. In a heartbeat, | would recommend her to anyone looking for realtor services Oksana Melnyk
— Kat G.
Realtor®

“| wholeheartedly recommend Oksana. She helped me to close the deal on my first home 925.3789777

in San Francisco. San Francisco real estate market is complex and inelastic. Oksana is very

proficient, prompt and has all required skills to be successful. She guided me through the oksa no.melnyk@composs.com
process, was accommodative of the situation and provided me all the necessary guidelines

to get the deal right.” DRE 01955526

— Alexei B.

All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions,
changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by
retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting

or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage. Compass is a licensed real estate broker. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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PILGRIMAGE TO THE PRIEST AGAPII

Mykola Hryn

Member of the National
Union of Journalists of
Ukraine, laureate of the
Panteleimon Kulish Art and
Literary Award

[The beginning is in issue N260 ]

...«O. A. Goncharenko was born
Andrii Humnytskyi in 1832 in Kryvyn,
present-day Zhytomyr oblast, in the
family of an Orthodox priest. He gra-
duated from the Kyiv Seminary and
entered the Pechersk Lavra. Sent to
Greece, he contributed to the revolu-
tionary Russian magazine "Kolokol",
in which he advocated the abolition
of serfdom. Fearing arrest, he fled to
England. In 1865, he moved to Ame-
rica and settled in San Francisco to
publish a newspaper for the Ukrai-
nian and Russian populations of Ala-
ska. Goncharenko issued a Rus-
sian-English dictionary, and from
1868 to 1873 he printed the "Alaska
Herald", subtitled "Svoboda" in En-
glish, Russian and Ukrainian. Hon-
charenko opposed the contempt for
Aleuts, blacks, Chinese, and Jews.

Honcharenko often wrote about
Ukraine and Taras Shevchenko. He
founded the 1%t Slavic library in the
New World. When he left printing, he
shared his Cyrillic font between the
Smithsonian Institute and the Library
of Congress at the University of Ca-
lifornia, Berkeley, upon request, to
which later donated his own papers.

Honcharenko's "Spomynky"” ("Me-
mories”) was published in Kolomyia
in 1894, and lvan Franko wrote about
Honcharenko in the magazine "Narod™.
This encouraged young Ukrainian so-
cialists from the outskirts of Kolo-
myia to leave for California to create
the "Ukrainian-American Commune,”
or "Cooperative Brotherhood." This
short-lived community existed on a farm
at the beginning of the 20™ century.

Commissioner Herbert Breen, an
ethnic historian, said he felt "great
honor and pride” that his mother was
born in Ukraine, and proposed monu-
ment status. The official opening of
the monument will take place in the
spring of 1998." Even such a super-
ficial outline of the biography of Fa-
ther Agapii does not allow, in my opi-
nion, to say that he was "unknown to
the wider community.” If we supple-
ment his biography with other equal-
ly important milestones, which | will
try to do below, then we will see a
real giant of the spirit who, para-
phrasing the words of Ivan Franko,
persistently and selflessly broke the
rock of Russian autocracy and tyran-
ny throughout his life, popularized his
native Ukraine throughout the world
and ukrainized America. Only his fran-
kly spoken and written words about
the purpose of life "I swear to the end
of my life to hate everything royal...”
deserve to remove the hat from the
head and bow to the ground.

We will lower the Moscow flag
and put up a yellow-blue one... The
next stop is a simple walk to the hi-
ghest peak of the Hayward steep
slopes, where "Alaskoman”, as he was
fondly and respectfully called by the
inhabitants of the peninsula, found
his eternal shelter. As a person who
loved and promoted the works of Ta-
ras Shevchenko, translated by him, in
America, Father Agapii also chose the
place of his final resting place before
the flight of his soul into the eternal
abyss. Next to the grave of his Italian
wife Albina, with whom he lived in lo-
ve and harmony for 43 years. As
from the last resting place of the
great Kobzar in Kanev, here you can
also see to the very horizon, not the
broad meadows, but mountains and
meadows with forests, and not the
Dnieper with its cliffs, nevertheless,
you can also hear how the ocean
roars with the bay that carries its wa-
ters a gene to the distant skyline.

The fence around the graves is
draped with the state flags of Ukraine
and the USA. Choristers are gathe-
ring. The sacred fire in Father Peter's
censer burns. The warm wind carries
the fragrance of incense. As it should

be, the father goes around 3 times
and fumigates the graves, bows to the
mourners, and they humbly bow their
heads in obeisance to the departed.
"Let us pray to the Lord God..." — the
priest's words sound. Behind that,
the words of the imperishable divine
hymns of "eternal memory” and "rest
in peace with the saints..." are poured
high into the sky in a surprisingly har-
monious performance by the cho-
risters under the guidance of regent
Maria Cherepenko. A metronome helps
her set up a perfect singing, and
then the soloists Oksana and Svya-
toslav Stusy pick up Ms. Maria's voice,
and behind them, the voices of the
rest of the singers pour into the sky.
Father Agapiy dreamed of such a po-
werful polyphonic prayer in his nati-
ve Ukrainian language all his life.
During the first world war, Father
Agapii, like many patriots of the Uk-
rainian land, had great hope for the
independence of the Ukrainian state.
"I will not die now,” he wrote, "until my
people are free." My body may be
old, but my spirit is young. In our re-
gion, we will host in our way, and in
the church, we will sing in Ukrainian.
We will throw down the Moscow flag,
and in its place, we will put a yel-
low-blue one... Like a phoenix, our
land, the source of Cossacks, will ri-
se for the good of people, eternal
truth and will..." He was not destined
to hear the longed-for spiritual sin-
ging in Ukrainian in his native land.
But it is believed that now the annual
mournful "Hallelujah” with the glori-
fication of the Most High around the
grave will reach his heavenly abode
and cheer the soul of the departed
patriot. Father Petro addressed the
pilgrims with sincere and insightful
words in the sermon. He thanks the
people for participating in the pilgri-
mage to the holy graves, for the in-
corruptible memory of his compatri-
ots, calls for fraternal love, the fulfill-
ment of God's commandments, men-
tions the Moscow occupiers who are
currently terrorizing Ukraine and its
residents, and together with the peo-
ple, asks for God's punishment for
the bloodshed they have committed.
People remember the life path and
good deeds of Father Agapii. They ad-
mire the bright pages of his biography.
How can you be indifferent to a boy
whose family tree is closely connec-
ted with the Cossack-noble family of
the glorious patriot of Ukraine, the
Podolsk, after that the Kalnytsk and
Vinnytsia colonel Ivan Bohun - an
associate of Bohdan Khmelnytskyi?
Such roots did not give him peace, he
was looking for sources from which
his ancestors were fed with life-gi-
ving waters. During a visit to the
Athos monasteries, he found there
his uncle Dmytro Bohun, who by that
time had already become Father Dor-
mydont. So, there, on the holy moun-
tains of Athos, they began the deve-
lopment of "Ukrainian Sich". Howe-
ver, before the difficult journey to
St. Athos, the boy Andriyko still had
to learn to read. For this, he often
secluded himself in the sleepy forest
of his father's farm. Similar to his
potential favorite, Taras Shevchenko,
with the help of a village deacon ear-
ly mastered the Psalms range, Chro-
nicler, then engaged in self-educa-

tion. At age 8, his dad took the boy
to get an education in the Kyiv bur-
sa, where the future clergyman set
the goal of "saving himself from the
world." From his youth, he tried as-
ceticism and veganism. He did not eat
meat, refused even fish, and starved
for several days. He educated him-
self in such a way that "fury will not
drive” him.

With the passing years, the life of
Andrii Humnytskyi, who was ordained
as a priest with the monastic name
Agapii, which meant "good”, "good”
from the ancient Greek, the Metro-
politan of Athos, was becoming simi-
lar to future Hollywood action films or
horror films. The fact that he was or-
dained by the Metropolitan of Athos
saved him from the unjust beheading
and deprivation of spiritual rank due
to "disrespect for the king and Ortho-
doxy" by the Moscow antichrists in
cassocks.

One can talk for a long time about
the wanderings of Father Agapius,
his hard work for a piece of daily
bread in different countries, and at-
tempts on his life ordered by Mos-
cow rascals. However, the Almighty
is merciful and helped his faithful
son overcome death. Agapii sums up
all these vicissitudes of life with the
words: "I escaped from a Moscow
prison into the wide world because
| felt free blood in my veins..." He
agrees with the words of the fugitives
from the Moscow Empire, with all
the obvious truth of the Ukrainians,
of whom there were almost 20 at
that time thousands who refuse to
return after Moscow sold Alaska to
the Americans, that they "left Rus-
sia because they do not respect the
tsar and want to have free will in
their conscience”, and publishes the
statements of the fugitives in the
press. Moreover, in his article "The
Land of the Cossacks in North Ame-
rica, or Alaska”, Agapii Honcharen-
ko convinces the readers that the
Aleut Eskimo tribe is a mixture of na-
tives and Zaporozhian Cossacks who,
in search of a better fate, arrived the-
re after the destruction of Sich or
were forcibly evicted from their nati-

ve land Tsardom of the Ukrainian land.

Even all the mockery, persecu-
tion, and attempt on the life of Father
Agapii, his Cossack origin does not
stop the Muscovites, who write ev-
erywhere that Agapii Goncharenko
is a "Russian priest” who became "the
first Russian Orthodox priest in Ame-
rica and upon his arrival in Ameri-ca
opened the Russian home church...”
Of course, this is not true. As well as
the fact that Southern Ukraine is
the original "Russian land". Our foa-
ming-at-the-mouth neighbors are now
convincing the whole world, brazenly
falsifying history and annexing Uk-
rainian territories. To confirm the Uk-
rainianness of Father Agapii, this Cos-
sack in a cassock, | will quote his
words. In the autobiography, publi-
shed in March 1892 in the New York
Russian-language magazine Progress,
he declared to the whole world: "I am
not Russian, | have my nationality and
am proud of it." That is why the terri-
ble and glorious Cossack force, that
we, good fellows, had a single soul...

It is on this note, after the quiet
mournful "Eternal Remembrance” and
the sprinkling of holy water on the sa-
cred graves, that | would like to con-
clude my thoughts on this year's pil-
grimage to the Hayward Hills. About
that special time of forgiveness for
quenching spiritual thirst, an oppor-
tunity to rethink one's spiritual values
and organize one's life, a time of sin-
cere prayer for the repose of the
soul of Andrii Humnytskyi or priest
Agapii — a true patriot of the Ukrai-
nian land. The land, which for almost
seven years has been flooded with
tears and blood again because of
the same Moscow rivals, because of
which Father Agapii had to become
a refugee from his native land. Like
millions of his current compatriots.
Therefore, with special strength and
goodwill, people turned to the Most
High, so that He would send His Pro-
vidence of God to fulfill the words of
Father Agapius, that "soon the whole
world will rise: to destroy both the
great and the small and the name of
Moscow - barbarians-cannibals — from
the face of the earth ..." With this
faith, we read in his "Memoirs”, he
dreamed of closing his eyes for the
last time and dying forever... Lord, let
the will of Your son come true!

So that our enemies perish, like
dew on the sun, sang on those high
hills the entire congregation led by
Father Peter of the Slavs of Ukraine.
The last words of the hymn "Ukraine
is not dead yet" did not have time to
die down, when with a powerful thun-
der they rolled and flew over the
mountains to the ocean and further,
perhaps even to Ukraine itself, and
the words about the red viburnum,
which we will definitely raise and
cheer up our native Ukraine. People's
Artist of Ukraine Anatolii Matviichuk
was the singer here, and everyone
sang, from children to gray-haired
respectable people in wheelchairs.

RUSSIAN HIGH-PRECISION
MISSILE ARSENAL
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Love your Ukraine,
love as you'd the sun,
the wind, the grasses,
and the streams
together...

Love it in happy hours,
when joys are won,
and love it in the time
of stormy weather.

Love it in dreams
and when awake,
Ukraine in spring’s
white cherry-blos-
som veil.

Love its eternal
beauty for your sake,
its tender speech
with the nightingale.

As a garden of
fraternal nations it

Love Ukraine with all
your heart, and
devote to it every
your action.

This is the single
country for usin

the sweet charm

of spaces...

It hides in the stars,
in willows it is, and in
all heartbeat traces.

In flowers, in birds,
in electric lights,

in each song and
mind, in the kid's
smile who catched
some gags, in the
maidens’ eyes.

LOVE UKRAINE @944

shines above the ages.

Volodymyr Sosiura

and in noise of
the purple flags...

Like that burning
bush, which is forever
alight, it lives in paths,
cries of horns,

clouds that become
pink before night,
oakwoods, and thorns.

In the thunder of
cannonades that blew
to dust strangers

in green uniforms,

in bayonets that moved
us forward just in the
dark to springs, light
and sincere, with corns.

Boy ! For its sake give
your laughter,

your tears, and yourself
until you die...

You'll not love other
races hereafter unless
you love Ukraine

and hold it high.

Girl! Like its blue sky
love it any moment
your days remain.
Your sweetheart

will not love you,
unless he knows you
also admire Ukraine.

Love it in labor, love,
and fight like the song
that shines in the dawn...
Love Ukraine with all
your heart — and our
immortality will go on!
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[NOTES for November]
the beginning is on page 1

ple. And this is exactly what Belaru-
sian dictator Aleksandr Lukashenko
said after the CSTO summit in Yere-
van. Lukashenko made it clear that it
was not just about the destruction of
the Ukrainian state, as Putin had said
at the beginning of the war, but about
the "destruction of Ukraine". It is not
necessary to ask how the destruction
of Ukraine differs from the destruc-
tion of the Ukrainian state. The de-
struction of the state is what was
really foreseen in the first weeks of
the war: most of the areas of Ukrai-
ne would be annexed to the Russian
Federation, and the remaining part
would receive a puppet government,
which would complete the plan of
uniting Ukraine with Russia and Be-
larus. At the same time, Putin be-
lieved that the population of the oc-
cupied regions would not just be
forced to accept their fate, but would
gladly meet the "liberators” and help
them identify "Nazis" and "Bande-
rovites".

Putin became convinced that the
bet on a friendly or at least indiffe-
rent attitude of Ukrainians to the
war and occupation was wrong. It is

enough to compare the personnel of
the occupation and the liberation of
Kherson to make sure of this. Even
Putin can understand this.

Of course, the escape of the Rus-
sian army from Kherson once again
demonstrated the illusory nature of
the original goal of Vladimir Putin,
who planned to seize most of Ukrai-
ne in a flash. Nine months after the
start of the war, it becomes obvious
that the Russian army is not capable
of defending the territories captured
in the first weeks of the war, let alone
occupying new lands. And the loss of
Kherson, which was recently declared
the regional center of a new region of
Russia, vividly illustrated this fiasco.
The army's inability to occupy and de-
fend the loot is forcing the Russian
president to reconsider the immediate
targets of the war. If in February Viad-
imir Putin expected to establish cont-
rol over Ukraine in a few days and
return the country from the times of
Viktor Yanukovych, now his main task
is the destruction of Ukrainian infra-
structure. In fact, this can be seen
as a punishment to the population of
Ukraine for their unwillingness to sur-
render to the enemy.

It is no coincidence that on the day
when the Russian military command

announced its shameful decision to
flee from Kherson, Vladimir Putin's
closest ally and the secretary of the
Russian Security Council, Nikolai Pa-
trushev, met with the leadership of
Iran. It is obvious that the purpose of
the visit was to hurry Tehran with the
supply of new weapons, which Mos-
cow needs for further strikes on the
critical infrastructure of Ukraine. This
is another Russian shame, which can
be compared to the escape from
Kherson.

The "second army of the world",
flaunting its weapons, turned out to
be so archaic that it now depends on
the country for the supply of weapons,
which has been under Western sanc-
tions for decades. One could, of cour-
se, wonder what such needs the im-
mense Russian military budget was
spent on, but Russian villainy from
immemorial time is stronger than
Russian chauvinism.

It is clear why Putin and Patrushev
need these drones and missiles. If
they cannot conquer Ukraine, they
will take revenge at least!

Therefore, from the disobedience
of Ukrainians to live under occupa-
tion and become part of the "Russian
peace” they made a "Putin's” conclu-
sion: the worse for the Ukrainians
themselves. Now the Russian presi-
dent does not wish for the destruction
of Ukrainian sovereignty, but for the
murder and expulsion of the Ukrainian
people themselves. And for me, this is
by no means an analytical conclusion.
I am writing this text in the darkness
of Kyiv. There are no lanterns on the
streets, traffic lights are not working.
Most of the houses in my area are cut
off from electricity, water appeared
only a few hours ago after the last
massive rocket attack. Many people
don't even have heating, although the
temperature outside is already drop-
ping to the minus mark, and winter is
still a week away. | see that Russian
troops are shelling civilian objects, not
military infrastructure. However, no one
in the Kremlin hides this. The press
secretary of President Putin, Dmitry
Peskov, noted that if the Ukrainian
leadership wants to end the suffering
of its people, it must fulfill the Kremlin's
conditions. The same conditions that
are well known to us from the first days
of aggression: recognition of the Rus-
sian status of the occupied territories,
demilitarization with "denazification”, re-
jection of NATO, and even relations
with individual NATO countries.

That is the creation of conditions
that would allow Russia to return
again and complete the "special ope-
ration” to win the military victories that
have been eluding Vladimir Putin for
nine months. It is clear that this is
not a call for negotiations.

If Putin actually wanted a real deal
and not the surrender of Ukraine, he
would not have considered it possible
to act as the leader of a terrorist or-

ganization trying to take millions of
people hostage. However, the dest-
ruction of civil infrastructure is, first of
all, an attempt to force Ukraine to ca-
pitulate. Not by washing, but by ska-
ting. It is not possible to win on the
battlefield, we have to give up already
captured territories — well, in this ca-
se, they can only hope for the dest-
ruction of the infrastructure, for the
concession of the Ukrainian leader-
ship in the face of the prospect of
hunger, cold and disease.

When the same Dmitry Peskov
claims after the liberation of Kherson
by Ukrainian troops that there is no
need to worry about this, we will re-
turn everything. This is not at all an
attempt to make a good mine in a bad
game. The Kremlin can be sure that
when the Ukrainians do not have elec-
tricity, heat, and water, they will return
everything and withdraw their troops
from all "Russian territories”. They will
also ask for "everything back™ and it is
not known whether Volodymyr Volody-
myrovych will then agree to their pleas.

However, while no one is going to
agree to these humiliating condi-
tions for ending the extermination of
the Ukrainian population, Putin con-
tinues muzzling him.

The Russian president may believe
that he has finally found the right ap-
proach to war, that Russian missiles
and Iranian drones are far more effec-
tive than his army. He no longer wants
to fight the soldiers. He wants to fight
women and children.

If the calculation that Ukrainians
in the bombed-out cities will raise an
uprising against their government
and demand capitulating to Russia is
not justified, then there remains hope
for a new migration crisis, for the fa-
tigue of Europeans, for social prob-
lems in the countries that will recei-
ve hundreds of thousands of new
refugees and asks for help.

Such a passion for destruction de-
monstrates not the power, but the
impotence of the Kremlin dictator. If
their army won and occupied new
Ukrainian regions, Putin would not
have any need to destroy Ukrainian
cities. Well, his army destroys even
Kherson, which was just looted and
abandoned by Russian troops. Kher-
son that had been recently announ-
ced as the new regional center of
Russia! If Putin's propaganda was ef-
fective and believed not out of fear
and chauvinistic prejudice, but be-
cause it is true, it would not be im-
portant for him to seek the expulsion
and extermination of disloyal popu-
lations and contemplate a new large-
scale genocide.

To sum up, let the Russian presi-
dent hope that he will destroy eve-
ryone, intimidate and become the em-
peror of the icy desert, which he wants
to turn Ukraine into. What an absurd
desire of a little gray man who imagi-
ned himself as the ruler of the world!
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["We meet winter by ..."]
the beginning is on page 1

porary shutdown of the power sys-
tem, and work on its start-up begins
immediately after the shutdown. Peo-
ple can be without electricity for from
several hours to several weeks.

However, according to experts, a
"blackout” is the worst possible sce-
nario, which is unlikely to happen, so
Ukrainians have nothing to worry
about. But no matter how much energy
experts and experts on television reas-
sure us, the "blackout™ — although not
everywhere — still happened.

As a result of massive shelling on
November 23 across the entire terri-
tory of Ukraine, electricity, water, and
heat supply disappeared in many re-
gions, and without them, the chances
of Ukrainians facing this winter nor-
mally are melting away. The General
Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine
said that during a massive attack on
residential buildings and infrastructu-
re in Kyiv, Kyiv, Vinnytsia, Lviv, Kiro-
vohrad, Zaporizhzhia, Kharkiv and Do-
netsk regions, Russia launched 67
cruise missiles and up to 10 Lan-
cet attack UAVs, which in one mo-
ment took the lives of many Uk-
rainians callously.

Due to the brutal shelling, there was
also no light in neighboring Moldova:
the press service of NEC "Ukrenergo”
reported on Facebook that the cause
was a voltage drop in the energy net-
work shared with Ukraine: "Due to
Russian attacks, there was a fre-
quency jump in our technically shared
energy network, which caused the
loss of "Moldova's connection with the
electricity network of Europe, from
where the country receives a share
of electricity.” Russia's aggression
against Ukraine once again harmed
not only Ukrainians but also citizens of
other countries. Back in mid-Novem-
ber, European Energy Commissioner
Kadri Simson said in an interview with
Radio Svoboda that EU countries will
do everything possible to help Ukrai-
nian energy companies restore or
completely replace destroyed ele-
ments, forms, or substations, and new
transformers are headed to Ukraine.
But there is no clear information that
this equipment has already arrived.

The majority of TPPs and HPPs are
currently partially de-energized, but
the disconnection from the power grid
of the Rivne, South Ukrainian, and
Khmelnytsky nuclear power plants
had the greatest impact on the ener-
gy industry. Energoatom explained
that currently, the stations are opera-
ting in project mode, without genera-
tion into the domestic energy system;
due to a decrease in the frequency in
the energy system of Ukraine, emer-
gency protection was activated at the
NPP, due to which all power units we-
re automatically disconnected.

"To continue, due to the decrease
in frequency, the power supply of Za-
porizhzhia NPP's own needs from
the energy system of Ukraine has
been stopped. The station went into
full blackout mode,” Energoatom re-
ports. Regarding the shutdown of
all power units of the Southern Uk-
rainian NPP, Energoatom spokesman
Leonid Oliynyk said: "This is due to
the destruction of networks, every-
thing is fine with the plant. There is no-
where to generate electricity.”

After the end of the air alert, repair
crews together with units of the State
Emergency Service began to elimi-
nate the damage, but "Ukrenergo” no-
ted in its statement: "Due to severe
frost and freezing rain in some re-
gions, emergency restoration work on
objects damaged by terrorist missi-
les may last longer.” They do not spe-
cify how much longer.

In Kyiv, as of November 24, there
has been no light for more than a
day in most areas of the capital. Kyiv
Mayor Vitalii Klitschko writes in his
Telegram channel: "70% of the ca-
pital still remains without electricity.
Energy companies are making every
effort to return it as soon as possi-
ble. However, they note that this will
depend on the restoration of the ba-
lance in the energy system of Ukrai-
ne. Since Kyiv is part of the national
energy system.” The mayor also talks
about the possibility of moving cer-
tain groups of the population: "If any
of you have a house in the suburbs of
Kyiv, it is better to move there.” Also,
on the morning of the 24th, the wa-
ter supply was restored to the homes
of Kyiv residents, although the water
remains cold without electricity. It is
worth noting that a significant num-
ber of Ukrainian families have elec-
tric, not gas stoves: that is, people
simply do not have the opportunity
to heat this water to satisfy the most
basic human needs, including hy-
gienic ones. Notwithstanding, Ukrai-
nians are ready to put up with such
inconveniences: Russia will never un-
derstand that it is useless to conti-
nue destroying the objects of Ukrai-
nian infrastructure because our citi-
zens are fine and able to live without
electricity, water, and heat — the main
thing is that under their flag, not the
enemy's flag.

In addition to the lack of light, com-
munication problems appear. The Mi-
nistry of Statistics said that the shel-
ling on November 23 led not only to
the complete blackout of many vil-
lages and towns but also to a drop
in Internet traffic. A large part of the
country suffers from a malfunction of
mobile communication: people can-
not call or write to their relatives that
they are safe, and those who work
via the Internet have been left without
work for an unknown period. "Ba-
se stations and fixed line operators

switched to generators. Mobile ope-
rators, where the towers work, are
overloaded with traffic,” said Minis-
ter of Digital Transformation Mykhailo
Fedorov. He also noted that the Mi-
nistry of Statistics is helping to orga-
nize the transportation of diesel fuel
and the solution of other operational
tasks: "We clearly know what to do,
we are working. With each new attack,
we will be stronger until we win.”

Nowadays, Kyiv has turned into a
beehive city: walking through the
streets of the capital, you can only
hear the endless hum of electric ge-
nerators near individual coffee shops
or pharmacies. Some retail chains
send out SMSes with a list of grocery
stores that continue to operate in to-
tal darkness, with the words "Powered
by a generator” next to the addresses.

The prerequisite for increasing the
number of electric generators was
the decision of the Cabinet of Mi-
nisters of Ukraine at the meeting on
November 18 to ensure smooth cus-
toms clearance of electric generators,
transformers, batteries, and other ene-
rgy-generating means for individuals.
The Prime Minister of Ukraine, Denys
Shmyhal, said that from now on, every
Ukrainian is able to import the gene-
rators and charging stations he needs
into the country without paying cus-
toms duties and VAT. This was done to
facilitate the passage of the heating
season - otherwise, we will meet the
winter by candlelight.

Not every Ukrainian family, in com-
parison to the owners of cafes or
small shops, can afford own genera-
tor for their home, so it is completely
dark in the capital's high-rise buil-
dings. | can assume that with the
"blackout” the number of patients
with severe food poisoning in the ca-
pital's hospitals will increase drama-
tically because, during such a period
without light, even the freezers begin
to melt, although the temperature
outside is below zero.

In addition, switching off the lights
affects the movement of both public
transport and car drivers. The number
of road accidents involving pedest-
rians in the cities of Ukraine managed
to increase even before the complete
shutdown of the power grid when the

lights were turned off according to
stabilization schedules. Nowadays,
when half of the country lives in po-
verty, and traffic lights do not work
almost anywhere, the number of un-
regulated intersections has increa-
sed dramatically, due to which pedes-
trians who do not have reflective ele-
ments are putting themselves at risk.

Due to the "blackout”, trams have
been stopped, to be replaced by bu-
ses on special routes; because of
damage to the state's power system,
Kyiv underground trains will run at in-
tervals of about 10 minutes, at some
stations even during peak hours.

Ukrainians are cautiously urged to
prepare for a severe winter so as not
to cause panic in society. However,
social advertising such as "wash the
dishes with your hands, not in the
dishwasher - it's so homely” made wi-
se people understand that in reali-
ty the situation, unfortunately, is not
at all comforting. People use bat-
tery-powered Christmas tree gar-
lands for lighting all the time, and the
prices of lanterns on the market in-
crease by almost a hundred hryvnias
every day. Kyivans are stocking up
on canned goods, drinking water,
and blankets, as if it were the end of
February, as it was at the beginning
of the war.

The "Kyiv Novyny" Telegram chan-
nel reports on the start of the "Points
of Invincibility” — places where Kyiv
residents can recharge their phones,
keep warm, and get water, and pick
up a first aid kit. However, a signifi-
cant number of these points are lo-
cated on the territory of schools and
kindergartens, where, as | know from
my own experience, they often do not
want to let strangers in, even to hide
in a shelter during an air raid.

Despite that, we, no doubt, will over-
come everything. After all, any frosts
in apartments, lack of hot water, or
the same lack of lighting are nothing
against the way our boys and girls live
on the front lines. While we are free-
zing in the walls of our houses, have a
chance to go to a cozy cafe powered
by a generator, and our soldiers sleep
on the cold ground and defend us
from the rashists. Many of us are
aware of this very well.
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Mu Mmonumoch 3a BCiX, XTO CTpaXXAa€e BHACMIAOK L€l
HecnpaBegnueoi BiiHU. M monMmoch 3a BceiX,
XTO MY>XHbO i X)kepTOBHO 3axuLyae YKpaiHy.

®yHpauis YkpaiHcbkoro Katonuupkoro YHiBepcutety 6e3mexxHo BasiuHa yciM CBOiM
XepTBodaBUaM B AMepuLi 3a BigaaHy niaTpumky YkpaiHcbkoro Katonuubkoro YHiBepcuteTy
BMPOOOBX LibOro poky. Bala mopanbHa i dhiHaHcoBa gonomora gossonuna YKY 1 Hagani
3anuaTMes MaskoM Hagii y Len Haas3smyanHo Baxkmin vac. LWnpo askyemo!

Hexaw Bor weapo 6narocnosutb Bac i Bawy poanHy mupom,
pagicTio i nepemMororo y HactynHomy poui!

We pray for all of those who are suffering in this unjust war.
We pray for those who bravely defend Ukraine.
Ukrainian Catholic University Foundation is grateful to its donors in the United States for their

support of Ukrainian Catholic University throughout the year. Your support has enabled UCU
to continue to be a beacon of hope during this tremendously difficult time. Thank you.

Interesting facts about the AF: it was this decentralization that ma-
- 8 years of combat experience. de it possible to maintain the de- May God bless you and your family with peace and joy for the year to come.
The war in eastern Ukraine turned fense. The officers and sergeants of
the Armed Forces into a battle-har- the AF, without waiting for instruc- LEARN MORE:
dened army. Half a million defenders tions from above, took the initiative UCUFoundation.org | 773.235.8462
of Ukraine passed through the ATO in protecting themselves.
and OOS. In July 2014, Comman- - Institute of sergeants. In con-

der-in-Chief Valerii Zaluzhnyi was the trast to the aggressors, who ad-
deputy commander of Sector "C" in here to the Soviet approach, when
the ATO, and Chief of the General an individual does not play any ro-
Staff Serhii Shaptala was in charge of le, the AF introduced a sergeant
the 128" Mountain Assault Brigade institute by analogy with the ser-

during the battles for Debaltseve. geant corps, which exists in NATO
- Gender equality. In September armies.

2018, the Verkhovna Rada equalized - Special operations forces. The

the rights of women and men for mili- SOF was created in 2016, it is the

tary service. This opened the way to youngest and most modern type of
the profession for thousands of Ukrai- troop in the Armed Forces. NATO
nian women who sought to serve their standards were taken as a model.
people. Now we already have the 1t - Confidence in the Ukrainian
Ukrainian woman, General of the Ar- army. According to the results of a
med Forces of Ukraine — Tetyana Os- survey on Trust in the Institutions of
tashchenko. The percentage of wo- Society and Politicians conducted
men among the personnel of the Uk- this summer by the Razumkov Cen-
rainian army is similar to the armies ter, Ukrainians trust the Armed For-
of NATO countries. ces of Ukraine and volunteers the

- Decentralization of command. most. In particular, 68% of Ukrai-
Encouraging the initiative of junior nians trust the Armed Forces. Ran-
commanders is a new philosophy of king 9" in terms of the number of
the Armed Forces. In the first weeks, reservistsis worth that result!
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11 TPY/DEC
WINTER-
SONGS

- KITKA
WOMEN'’S
VOCAL
ENSEMBLE

Kitka Women’s Vocal Ensemble
Where: St. Bede's Episcopal
Church, 2650 Sand Hill Road, Menlo
Park, CA 94025
When: Sunday; 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

World Giving Index 2(

Advance Reservations Highly
Recommended! Kitka’s Wintersongs
Concerts regularly sell out!

For more than two decades, Kitka’s
annual Wintersongs programs have
explored songs from Eastern Europe
that summon the return of light
and hope in times of difficulty and
darkness.

This December, Kitka sings in
solidarity with Ukraine, giving voice
to the lush harmonies of traditional
Ukrainian polyphony as the program’s
centerpiece. The theme of this year’s
Wintersongs concert is “Shchedry
Vechir,” a common refrain in Ukrainian
carols that translates into English
as “A Generous Evening.” In addition
to offering an abundant feast of
sacred and secular songs for the
holiday season, these concerts
will raise awareness of, and funds
for, organizations providing critical
humanitarian aid to victims of the war
in Ukraine.

RESERVE ADVANCE TICKETS

$50 - Gold Circle Prime Front and
Center Section

$30 - General Admission

$25 - Seniors (65+) & Students (ID
required)
http://www.kitka.org/events/2022/
deci11/wintersongs

18 T'PY/DEC
THE FEAST OF

22 at a glance
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We are inviting everyone to the
annual celebration of St. Mykolai's Day.
Come with a positive mood or get it
from our event. We will try to combine
traditions, fairy tale atmoshere, fun,
games, and teaching new.

Along with your children, prepare a
poem, song, dance, etc., and join the
event on Sunday, December 18, 2022,
at 12:00 pm.

Let's together create an
unforgettable holiday for our children!

Please contact us here on the event
page for any questions.
https://www.facebook.com/
events/937853190953093

MYKOLAI
2022 |
SVYATYI
MYKOLAI

IN SAN
FRANCISCO

St. Michaels Ukrainian Orthodox
Church and Ukrainian School of
San Francisco / YkpaiHcbka Likona
CaHn-®paHuucko

Where: St. Michaels Ukrainian
Orthodox Church, 345 7t St., San
Francisco, CA 94103

When: Sunday; 12 PM

25 FPY/DEC

CHRISTMAS

took 10" place.

Ukrainians entered the top 10 most generous nations
in the world in 2022, — Charities Aid Foundation.
Out of 119 countries that were evaluated Ukraine

CLARINET & SAXOPHONE
LESSONS FOR CHILDREN
AND ADULTS
in Citrus Heights, CA

Master of Arts in Performance and Conducting from
Lviv (Ukraine) National Music Academy named after M.
Lysenko

Over 30 years of teaching and performing experience

» Clarinet and Saxophone Professor at Drohobych Music
College named after V. Barvinskyy (1991 — 2022)

* Wind Instruments Orchestra Conductor of Drohobych
Music College (2000 - 2022)

* Head of Drohobych Music College Department of Wind
and Percussion Instruments (20714 - 2022)

» Adjudicator of WindStars International Competition
(2021 and 2022)

- Jazz Band Performer (Alto Saxophone, 2000 - 2021)

Contact me for a free 20-minute introductory lesson

at (916) 809-3307

olehsolyar@gmail.com
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BIAMOBA Bl BIAMOBIAAJIbHOCTI | DISCLAIMER

«[pomapga» icHye ons obcnyroByBaHHA noTpeb ykpaiHCbkoi rpomaau
3axigHoro y3bepexxs Ta BCix, KOro uikaBUTb yKpaiHCbKa iCTOpis, KynbTy-
pa 11 ykpaiHcbki HOBMHU. M pe3epByemMo 3a cob6olo NpaBo Ha BiAMOBY
apykysaTtn 6yab-aki matepiann. fazerta «[pomaga» He MOXe HeCTu Bifg-
NoBiAanbHOCTI 3a AOCTOBIPHICTL Nybnikaui TpeTix ocib.

«HROMADA>» exists to serve the needs of our Ukrainian community of the
West Coast of the US and all those interested in Ukrainian history, culture
and Ukrainian news. We reserve the right to refuse to print any materials.
«Hromada» newspaper cannot be held liable for the reliability of third-par-
ty publications.
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