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Vitaliy Portnykov | NOTES FOR SEPTEMBER
EXCLUSIVE FOR HROMADA

TRUMP'S CHANGE IN 
RHETORIC

with Russia, whose president does not 
even think about the fact that the war 
could end otherwise than with the dis-
appearance of Ukraine from the politi-
cal map of the world.

Trump is trying to limit the purchase 
of Russian oil to hinder Putin. But even 
if the pressure on European states 
yields results – even if Hungary or Tur-
key abandon Russian oil, and EU coun-
tries significantly limit the purchase of 
petroleum products made from Rus-
sian raw materials – this is unlikely to 
seriously hit the Russian budget in the 
coming years. After all, Putin’s econo-
mic survival depends primarily on the 
help of China and India. And, although 
India can still theoretically be influ-
enced and limited in its sale of petro-
leum products made from Russian raw 
materials on the Western market, this 
country’s purchases for the domestic 
market will still save Moscow’s military 
budget. It is currently completely un-
clear what tools Trump has to influence 
Beijing. And the fact that the strategic 
cooperation between Russia and Chi-
na for the purpose of destabilizing the 
West is only intensifying, we were con-
vinced in September – when the Rus-
sian president met with the head of the 
People’s Republic of China during the 
celebrations of the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization. Moreover, Putin flew 
to this meeting after the summit with 
Trump and looked no longer as an iso-
lated leader, but as a politician who can 
communicate with both the US presi-
dent and the Chinese leader at the sa-
me time. Relations between Washing-
ton and Beijing, meanwhile, remain 
difficult, even against the backdrop of 
a long telephone conversation betwe-
en the leaders of the two countries. 
And as for the Indian-American mis-

understandings: Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi also arrived in Beijing 
for the first time in many years, just 
after the start of the tariff war. Howev-
er, of the three, only Putin seemed to 
be Trump's real interlocutor. Should 
Trump have given Putin such a gift in 
Alaska?

However, the fiasco in Anchorage 
is already history. But the conclusions 
that the Russian president made after 
the meeting with his American coun-
terpart are the reality of today. In my 
opinion, Putin convinced himself of 
the helplessness of the current Ame-
rican president, who is unlikely to be 
ready for a confrontation with Moscow. 
Therefore, Putin resorted to increas-
ing the escalation not only in the war 
with Ukraine, but also in the confron-
tation with the West. Immediately after 
the meeting, new massive shelling of 
Ukraine took place, which once again 
confirmed: the Russian president is not 
going to heed American calls to stop 
the killing of civilians. And then some-
thing happened that had not happe-
ned in the previous three and a half 
years of the war: the appearance of two 
dozen Russian drones in the airspace 
of Poland. This was a clear crossing 
of the “red lines” and a demonstration 
that the West is not able to effectively 
respond to Moscow, even when it in-
vades the airspace of NATO countries. 
Donald Trump tried to ignore the who-
le challenge associated with this inva-
sion and stated that it was the result of 
an attack by Ukraine on Russian dro-
nes, which allegedly changed their co-
urse. However, Warsaw did not agree 
with this – the wreckage of Russian 
drones was found all over Poland, from 
Gdansk to Przemysl. Such “course er-
rors” simply could not be accidental.

The main event of September can 
be considered a sharp change in the 
rhetoric of the American president re-
garding the Russian-Ukrainian war. If a 
few months ago, during a meeting with 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy, Donald Trump convinced him that 

“you have no cards,” now, during talks 
on the sidelines of the UN General As-
sembly session, the American presi-
dent began to say that Ukraine has a 
chance to even regain the occupied 
territories and, at least, reach the bor-
ders that it controlled at the beginning 
of the large-scale war with Russia. In 
his speech at the General Assembly 
session, Trump also emphasized the 
importance of ending the war and re-
called how the attack on Ukraine af-
fected Russia’s reputation.

It is difficult to say now what the 
practical consequences of these 
words will be and whether we can talk 
about a real revision of the policy of 
recent months. After all, even the op-
timistic social media post of the Amer-
ican president after the meeting with 
the Ukrainian leader does not contain 
any indication of readiness for a prac-
tical U-turn. Here, the United States is 
rather stating that Ukraine can defeat 
Russia in the war and that European 
countries should help it in this by pur-
chasing American weapons. But what 
will be the participation of the United 
States itself? Without their effective 
support, is it possible not only to win 
the war, but at least to hold out in the 
following years of exhausting struggle 

Please support Vitaly Portnikov's new project on the YouTube 
channel, where you will find his streams in English. Spread 
it among your friends who do not speak Ukrainian, so that 
more people in the world get acquainted with the events 
taking place in Ukraine.

https://www.youtube.com/@PortnikovPost
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Later, Putin went even further: his 
fighter jets brazenly entered Estonian 
airspace, headed for the country’s ca-
pital, and stayed there for 12 minutes 
until NATO aircraft were scrambled. 
Then they calmly left Estonian skies 
and returned to Russia, as if they were 
the masters of the alliance’s airspace. 
But NATO’s problems don’t end there: 
for several days in a row, we have 
been observing the appearance of 
mysterious drones in the airspace of 
Denmark, a country that is resolutely 
helping Ukraine. The airports of sever-
al Danish cities have been closed, and 
drones have been seen over the count-
ry’s main military base. Many suspect 
Russian interference, but no concrete 
evidence has yet been made public, 
and the government is afraid to draw 
final conclusions. Moscow routinely 
denies all of this – both drones and 
planes. The escalation is intensifying 
every day – and this is not a complete 
list of challenges. I am writing this text 
on the same day that Russian military 
aircraft appeared near US airspace – 
near Alaska, where a summit between 
the Russian and American presidents 
had previously taken place. American 
fighter jets also had to be scrambled 
to drive away the unwanted guests. So, 
Putin clearly does not hide his desire 
to destabilize not only Europe: he is 
ready to challenge Trump’s America 
after Anchorage, being confident in 
his impunity.

As expected, three and a half years 
after the start of the great war betwe-
en Russia and Ukraine, this war is com-
ing to the West – and, perhaps, the 
residents of the US and the EU are 

experiencing their last peaceful year. 
Can the tragic development of events 
that could escalate into World War III 
be prevented – a war that would be the 
most terrible event of Donald Trump’s 
presidency? Of course, it is possible 

– but only on the condition of an ener-
getic response to Russian challenges 
and an immediate and adequate res-
ponse beyond words. It would seem 
logical to create a common security 
space over the western regions of 
Ukraine and the eastern provinces of 
Poland. Joint patrols between the sout-
hern regions of Ukraine and the north-
ern regions of Romania would also be 
appropriate, given the regular flights 
of Russian drones into Romanian air-
space. Such a decision would make it 
possible to relieve residents of neigh-
boring countries of danger and at the 
same time create additional opportu-
nities to strengthen Ukrainian air de-
fense in the center and east of the 
country – where people suffer the most 
from endless Russian attacks.

But for now, Europeans are in no 
hurry to make such decisions. Poland 
is only considering a law that would 
allow the country to shoot down Russi-
an missiles and drones in Ukrainian 
airspace without NATO permission.

And, of course, it is necessary to 
shoot down Russian planes already in 
the airspace of NATO member states, 
otherwise sooner or later they will co-
me with missiles. Donald Trump is al-
ready saying that these planes need 
to be shot down; European diplomats 
also talked about this during closed 
negotiations in Moscow. At the same 
time, it is unknown how Putin, who may 

believe to the last that the fear of war 
with Russia will paralyze the West and 
allow him to “take Europe without a 
fight,” will react to such a threat.

Finally, it is necessary not only to 
call on Ukraine to continue fighting, 
but also to significantly increase mili-
tary support for our country – we are 
talking about billions of American and 
European taxpayer dollars. If Ameri-
cans and Europeans want to continue 
living in peace, and not become vic-
tims of a new major war, they must in-
vest in security. After all, pockets do 
not matter in the grave – and no amo-
unt of taxes will save from death by 
missile, drone or nuclear explosion.

In this sense, certain changes are 
taking place: the mechanism for Euro-
pean purchases of American wea-
pons for Ukraine is starting to work. 
NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte 
says that the supply of American wea-
pons will be uninterrupted, and at a 
meeting of the UN Security Council, 
US Secretary of State Marco Rubio 
noted that it is possible that not only 
defensive but also offensive weapons 
will be supplied, which could help libe-
rate the occupied territories.

But all this is a question of the futu-
re. For now, first of all, it is necessary 
to put forward a real response to furt-
her escalation, air terror and the of-
fensive of Russian troops on Ukrainian 
lands. If you think about it, the esca-
lation in Europe is connected with the 
fact that Putin seeks to reduce aid to 
Ukraine and increase his capabilities 
for his offensive and terror. We all must 
resist this and not succumb to it.

 VETERAN RESOURCE CENTER 
 LEADERSHIP OF UKRAINIAN DEFENDERS

 PLEASE SUPPORT THE VETERANS RESOURCE CENTER

WITH YOUR DONATION

DONATE:
https://www.kmfoundation.org
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Oles Doniy

IN MEMORY OF ANDRIY PARUBIY

Andriy Parubiy's name is forever en-
graved in Ukraine's recent history. For 
some, he will remain the organizer of 
radical movements, for others – the 
commander of the Maidan. Some re-
member him for his language resis-
tance campaigns, for others his great-
est contribution was the law on the 
Ukrainian language, passed during his 
chairmanship of the Verkhovna Rada 
(Ukrainian parliament).

Bu t b ehind a l l  the s e ep is o de s 
stands a coherent and determined 
figure. From his youth to his last day, 
Andriy Parubiy lived with one idea in 
mind: a strong, independent, Ukraini-
an Ukraine.

I was introduced to Andriy Parubiy 
in 1989 in Lviv by Markiyan Ivaschy-
shyn, the leader of the “Student Broth-
erhood,” a man of great authority for 
us, Kyiv student activists. Although we 
called him “Marek” in a friendly way.

At that time, Lviv was a much more 
powerful center of the national resis-
tance than Kyiv. We came here to 
adopt the organizational experience 
that Lviv residents had already syste-
matically built, and also to immerse 
ourselves in the Ukrainian language 
environment. At that time, Russian was 
the dominant language in the capital, 
and we lacked a living Ukrainian lan-
guage. Under the roofs of Lviv dormi-
tories, we discussed future actions in 
the fight for Independence, shared 
books, dreams, and plans. 

Many of those who were there then 
are no longer among the living. The 
brightest figure of the “brothers” has 
gone into eternity – Giya Gongadze, 
who met us in the white national Geor-
gian costume. Marek is also gone. Now 

place in the session hall of the Verkh-
ovna Rada. My workplace was in the 
front row, so I received the most 
blows: I was held down by five regional 
(pro-Russian party) deputies, and the 
sixth, Stelmashenko, who had an open-
ly gangster background (like many of 
the “regionals”), struck me in the back 
of the head. I spent two months in the 
hospital with a severe concussion. An-
driy was one of the most visible figures 
of the resistance that day: together 
with Yuriy Hrymchak, he threw smoke 
bombs in the session hall, trying to 
disrupt the unconstitutional voting 
procedure. This was a vivid manifes-
tation of his determination and willing-
ness to do anything to protect Ukrai-
ne's national interests.

We were together at the “Language 
Maidan” in 2012 under the walls of the 

“Ukrainian House” when we defended 
the Ukrainian language. My organi-
zation, the art association “Ostanaya 
Barikada” (The Last Barricade), pro-
vided the sound necessary for the 
multi-day action. Andriy did not need 
to be convinced of the need to speak 
out for the Ukrainian language – for 
him, it was a natural goal, and he was 
not afraid of radicalism. Later, in his 
highest position in life – the Chairman 
of the Verkhovna Rada – he was able to 
direct all the hopes and aspirations of 
the fighters for the Ukrainian language 
into the legislative channel, convin-
cing the deputies of the need for a lan-
guage law not only as an instrument 
of humanitarian policy, but also as an 
effective means of national security. In 
2019, the language law was adopted, 
and, undoubtedly, Parubiy’s role in this 
was fundamental. 

And although from a formal point of 
view, the highest state positions were 
the pinnacle of his political career, the 
pinnacle of his life was still Euromai-
dan (which is now sometimes called 
the “Revolution of Dignity”). Andriy 
wanted to be a revolutionary, Andriy 
had been preparing himself for the 
revolution all his life, and if in previ-
ous actions he had been an activist, 
then at Euromaidan he became one 
of the leaders. For many Maidan par-
ticipants, the status of the leader of 
the Maidan Self-Defense Forces was 
closer and dearer than the status of 
the official party leaders, who were 
often called the “Maidan stage”. The 

Andriy Parubiy is gone too.
Andriy did not belong directly to our 

student community, as he was several 
years younger. From his youth, he gra-
vitated more toward nationalist self-
identification, while we, according to 
our older comrades, saw ourselves 
more as “national democrats.”

But it was from that time that our 
destinies with Andriy were constantly 
intertwined. It is difficult to recall any 
notable political actions of the next 
three decades, wherever he appeared 
in Kyiv (where most of them took pla-
ce), and wherever we met – on condi-
tional or unconditional barricades. 

There were periods when we did not 
cross paths and did not coordinate our 
actions, but the logic of the struggle 
for the Ukrainian idea still led us in the 
same direction.

In 1990, Andriy ran for the Lviv Re-
gional Council and, thanks to his cour-
age and clear position, won the trust of 
voters, becoming the youngest mem-
ber of this Council at the age of 19. At 
that time, I was also registered as a 
candidate for the Kyiv City Council, but 
after the “student unity action,” all the 
activists of the Ukrainian Union ended 
up in jail. Our picket outside the Kyiv 
City Council ended in police cars – bo-
biks, mockingly painted in yellow and 
blue colors.

To the credit of our brothers from 
Lviv from the “Student Brotherhood”, 
they came to our aid within a few days. 
Knowing full well that they would also 
be arrested in Kyiv, they came anyway 

– and indeed ended up behind bars.
Therefore, I was not destined to be-

come the youngest deputy of the Kyiv 
City Council at that time. At that time, 
the atmosphere in the capital was 
much more tense than in Lviv.

Andriy was not afraid to take res-
ponsibility, he wanted to be not so 
much on the cutting edge of politics 
as on the cutting edge of the struggle 
for the Ukrainian idea. During the 
Orange Revolution, he was one of 
those who took on organizational and 
security responsibility. 

The commonality was especially 
acutely felt in 2010, during the ratifi-
cation of the so-called “Kharkiv Agree-
ments,” when Yanukovych’s govern-
ment tried to actually extend the pre-
sence of the Russian Black Sea Fleet 
in Crimea. Then, painful clashes took 

EXCLUSIVE FOR HROMADA
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Maidan Self-Defense was not a stage, 
the Maidan Self-Defense was a wall 
that protected the protest from chaos 
and police arbitrariness. And Andriy 
coped with this high function with dig-
nity. The Maidan participants knew: if 
they turned to Parubiy, there would be 
order, a clear plan, and discipline. That 
is why they valued him.

Maidan became the highest point 
in Andriy's life, a source of vitality and 
well-deserved fame. Paradoxically, it 
was precisely the stellar trail of Mai-
dan's glory that brought him closer to 
his tragic end.

On August 30, 2025, 54-year-old 
Lviv resident Andriy Parubiy was shot 
dead by 52-year-old Lviv resident 
Mykhailo Scelnikov, the father of a sol-
dier who died at the front with the call 
sign “Lemberg.” Instead of accepting 
the pain of losing his son and directing 
it at the real culprits – the Russian fas-
cists – Scelnikov Sr. shifted his person-
al losses, troubles, and problems onto 
the Ukrainian government.

A logical question might arise: why 
then did he target someone who was 
not a current politician? Yes, Parubiy 
had the status of a member of the Verk-
hovna Rada, but he was not a member 
of the “ruling party,” and his ability to 
influence both real politics and the in-

formation space was objectively very 
limited. Why did Andriy become the 
victim? It seems that Scelnikov Sr. as-
sociated all his failures with the last 
Maidan, with Euromaidan. And for ma-
ny, Andriy was Maidan.

Because Maidan is not so much the 
“Maidan stage” as its commander, the 

man who organized the defense and 
put up real resistance. For society, it 
was Andriy who remained the embo-

diment of that struggle.
Although the killer took his life, he 

did not have the power to take away 
the symbol. Andriy Parubiy remained 
as a symbol of Maidan. Symbols do not 
disappear or fade. Symbols cannot be 
killed with a bullet; they are stronger 
than slander or silence. Symbols shine.

Andriy remained a light in modern 
Ukrainian history.
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Fr. Roman Bebesiuk | SPIRITUAL TREASURY
EXCLUSIVE FOR HROMADA

FEAST OF THE HOLY VIRGIN MARY

We praise you, Holy Virgin, 
Mother of Christ our God,

and we glorify your glorious 
protection

(Praise from the 16th century)
Let us imagine a mother gently hold-

ing her child in her arms. She protects 
him from danger, guides him, helps 
him take his first steps, picks him up 
when he falls. Such is the love of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary for our people. 
The Day of the Protection is a day when 
we, like children, can feel her heaven-
ly care, support, and protection. This 
holiday is about trust, love, and fidelity, 
which, as in a family, create a safe and 
strong spiritual home.

History of the establishment of the 
feast of the Protection

Among the Theotokos feasts of our 
church year, the Protection of the Most 
Holy Theotokos attracts special atten-
tion, which our Church celebrates on 
October 1. On this day, Ukrainians also 
celebrate the Day of the Ukrainian Cos-
sacks and the Day of the Defender of 
Ukraine.

The cult of the Mother of God as the 
Patroness of our people stretches with 
a golden thread from princely times to 
the present day. The reason for such 
love for the Mother of God lies in her 
heavenly intercession, which exceeds 
human strength and capabilities. Our 
people have always sought such pro-
tection in difficult times, when strong 
enemies threatened the land and free-
dom. And this help was precisely the 
Most Holy Virgin Mary – the Patroness 
and Intercessor.

The main motive for the establish-
ment of the feast of the Protection is 
associated with the vision of St. And-

rew the Fool in Constantinople. When 
the city was besieged by the Arabs, 
he and his disciple Epiphanius prayed 
in the church of the Most Holy Theo-
tokos on Blachernae. In a vision, the 
Mother of God, illuminated by light, ap-
proached the throne, raised her omo-
phorion and spread it over the people, 
thereby saving the city. The name of 
the holiday – Pokrov – came from that 
handkerchief-covering.

Saint Andrew the Foolish was pro-
bably a Scythian-Slav from southern 
Russia-Ukraine. He spent a lot of time 
in prayer and reading the Holy Books, 
and dedicated his life to God.

Feast of the Protection of the Most 
Holy Theotokos in Ukraine

The Protection of the Most Holy The-
otokos had a special meaning for our 
people. The Eastern Church emphasi-
zes three privileges of the Theotokos: 
Motherhood, Ever-Virginity and Inter-
cession. The third privilege – interces-
sion before God – has become espe-
cially close to Ukrainians.

Princes, kings, Cossacks and het-
mans have always chosen the Most 
Holy Theotokos as their Patroness. 
Prince Yaroslav the Wise in 1037 en-
trusted the people to the care of the 
Mother of God, Volodymyr Monomakh 
made prayers and vows in her hon-
or, the Cossacks in the Sich built the 
Church of the Protection with an icon, 
under which stretched a ribbon with 
the inscription: "We pray, cover us with 
Your honest protection and deliver us 
from all evil."

Even in modern times, the Ukrainian 
Insurgent Army declared the Feast of 
the Protection its official holiday. All 
generations of Ukrainians believed 
that the Most Holy Theotokos protects 
the people from enemies and evil, 
helps in times of trouble, and inspires 
courage and faith.

Feast of the Protection of the Most 
Holy Theotokos in Ukraine

The Protection of the Most Holy The-
otokos had a special meaning for our 
people. The Eastern Church emphasi-
zes three privileges of the Theotokos: 
Motherhood, Ever-Virginity and Inter-
cession. The third privilege – interces-
sion before God – has become espe-
cially close to Ukrainians.

Princes, kings, Cossacks and het-
mans have always chosen the Most 
Holy Theotokos as their Patroness. 

Prince Yaroslav the Wise in 1037 en-
trusted the people to the care of the 
Mother of God, Volodymyr Monomakh 
made prayers and vows in her honor, 
the Cossacks in the Sich built the 
Church of the Protection with an icon, 
under which stretched a ribbon with 
the inscription: "We pray, cover us with 
Your honest protection and deliver us 
from all evil."

Even in modern times, the Ukrainian 
Insurgent Army declared the Feast of 
the Protection its official holiday. All 
generations of Ukrainians believed 
that the Most Holy Theotokos protects 
the people from enemies and evil, 
helps in times of trouble, and inspires 
courage and faith.

The spiritual significance of the In-
tercession for modern man

The Feast of the Protection of the 
Most Holy Theotokos has a deep spiri-
tual meaning for us today. In the mo-
dern world, full of anxiety and stress, 
people seek protection that exceeds 
human strength. The Intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary reminds us 
that in any difficulties we are not alone.

As a loving mother takes care of her 
children, so the Mother of God covers 
us with her omophorion – supports, 
inspires and helps to overcome fears 
and insecurities. The Intercession is 
an invitation to trust and prayer. We 
often try to control everything, but 
the holiday reminds us that there is a 
Divine Power, higher than us, which is 
always ready to support.

Today, our people are going through 
difficult trials – a war that has brought 
suffering, separation and pain. In these 
times, we especially acutely feel the 
need for protection and support that 
no human power can give. Therefore, 
turning to the Most Holy Theotokos 
becomes a living need of the soul for us.

As a loving mother, the Virgin Mary 
does not abandon us in distress. She 
extends her omophorion over those 
who seek her protection: over families 
who have lost loved ones; over those 
who, risking their lives, defend their 
native land; over all who need peace 
and hope. Today, more than ever, we 
can become "a child under the protec-
tion of the Mother," entrusting our lives, 
our families, and our country to her.

The spirit of the Feast Service
The Intercession Service reflects 

the deep faith of the Eastern Church in 

Fr. lic. Roman Bebesiuk ‒ 
priest of the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church of St. 
Volodymyr in Santa Clara
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the intercession of the Mother of God. 
The stichera of Little Vespers call to 
celebrate the feast: "Come, all lovers 
of the feast, and let us glorify the hon-
orable intercession of the Mother of 
God. For she stretched out her hands 
in supplication to her Son, and the 
whole world is covered with her holy 
intercession."

In the troparions and canons, the 
Holy Church sings of maternal love, 
trust in the Mother of God, her powerful 
protection and prompt help. The Holy 
Fathers taught that ardent devotion to 
the Most Holy Virgin is the guarantee of 
the protection of the people. Pope Pius 
X said in 1912: "Your people cannot 
perish, for they have two guarantees: 
your people love the Eucharistic Jesus 
and the Most Pure Virgin Mary."

The intercession of the Most Holy 
Theotokos inspires us to be faithful, 
merciful and loving. It calls for prayer, 
good deeds, and trusting love for 

God and our neighbors. The holiday 
reminds us that through her interces-
sion we can overcome difficulties, find 
peace in our souls, and strength for 
good deeds on earth.

The Intercession of the Most Holy 
Theotokos is for us not only a memory 
of an ancient event in the Blachernae 
Church, but also a living experience of 
the protection and care of the Mother 
of God over all our people. In times of 
war, when thousands of Ukrainians 
are forced to leave their homes, when 
many of our brothers and sisters shed 
their blood for freedom and dignity, we 
especially feel the need for Her mater-
nal intercession.

Mary understands our every pain, 
because she herself witnessed how 
Her Son was betrayed, how He was 
mocked, tortured, and crucified. She 
was not afraid to stay by our side until 
the end, stood under the cross, carry-
ing indescribable pain in her heart, 

and became a witness to the glorious 
resurrection. Likewise, we, having 
gone through suffering and trials, will 
witness, through Her intercession, the 
victory of life over death, light over 
darkness, truth over falsehood.

May the Protection of the Most Holy 
Theotokos be a source of strength, ho-
pe and endurance for us. Let us ask 
Her to cover with Her omophorion the 
soldiers, the wounded, the prisoners, 
children and all who are in danger. And 
for us who are far from our native land, 
may Her maternal presence be a con-
solation and assurance that we are not 
alone.

I wish all of us peace, victory and joy 
in Christ, Who is risen, so that every 
person may have life in its fullness.

Based on the book "Know Your Rite" 
by Fr. Julian Katria

6240 San Juan Ave., Citrus Heights, CA 95610
Phone: (916) 725-5445

citrusplazacafe@gmail.com

facebook.com/citrusplazacatering/

Citrus Plaza MARKET
Ukrainian FOOD & CATERING

Monday - Saturday      9 AM - 10 PM
Sunday                            10 AM - 10 PM
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A meeting in Alaska, a summit in 
China, Russian drones in Poland... 
Meanwhile, the United States, under 
the leadership of its 47th president, is 
consistently self-destructing its de-
mocratic system, which until recently 
was a model for many countries. A vi-
cious circle is emerging, and Ukraine 
finds itself at its center.

Two murders as signs of a new 
era

Along with the aforementioned sig-
nificant political events, the current 
era is characterized by two high-profi-
le murders in the United States, which 
occurred almost one after the other. 
In late August and early September, 
the media exploded with reports of 
the terrible death of a refugee from 
Ukraine, Iryna Zarutska. 23-year-old 
Iryna, a resident of Charlotte, North 
Carolina, was returning home after a 
regular working day on a tram. In the 
half-empty car at that late hour, she 
sat down in front of a young black 
man. Suddenly, he stuck a penknife 
into her neck. The woman died almost 
immediately.

The exact date of her death is un-
known, because the media “explosion” 
occurred only about 3 weeks after this 
tragedy, when the identity of the yo-
ung man was revealed and some po-
litical forces saw in this a “convenient” 
political subtext for themselves. Iry-
na’s killer is a maniac, a recidivist, and 
also diagnosed with schizophrenia; 

UKRAINE IN A VICINOUS 
CIRCLE: USA, RF, CHINA... 
NEXT – EVERYWHERE?
Nadia Banchik ‒ 
a journalist and political 
columnist for American 
publications who has covered 
the crimes of Putin's Russia, 
from the destruction of 
the Chechen Republic of 
Ichkeria to the modern attack 
on Ukraine. In 1998, in her 
native Lviv, together with 
her mother, Candidate of 
Philology Iryna Kvitko, she 
co-founded the first Jewish 
newspaper in the then USSR, 
"Shofar".

his “record” includes armed robberies 
and other serious criminal offenses 
for which, it would seem, they are 
not released from prison. The media 
seized on this very thing: why is the 
American judiciary so lenient towards 
such people? Why are the mentally ill, 
dangerous to society, not receiving 
appropriate treatment and remaining 
at large? President Donald Trump him-
self supposedly took advantage of the 
sad occasion and expressed condo-
lences to Iryna’s relatives.

And on September 10, a new high-
profile murder completely drowned out 
the news and discussions about the 
murder of Iryna Zarutska. In Utah, at 
a university, in broad daylight, Charlie 
Kirk, a young activist of the Trump mo-
vement and a close friend of Vice Pre-
sident J. D. Vance, was shot in cold 
blood. Hot on his heels, without even 
waiting for the killer to be caught, 
Trump gave a speech in which he 
immediately “indicated” where to look: 
these are all the actions of “left-wing 
radicals.” “We will get to everyone 
who was involved in Kirk’s murder and 
other acts of violence!” the US presi-
dent declared. 

Stephen Miller, the White House de-
puty chief of staff, stated: “The last 
message that Charlie Kirk gave to me 
before he joined his creator in heaven 
was he said that we have to dismant-
le and take on the radical left organi-
zations in this country that are fomen-
ting violence. That was the last mes-
sage that he sent me… we are gonna 
do that.” (This quote was reprinted by 
several publications, from the conser-
vative Washington Examiner to the mo-
re centrist Newsweek, citing Miller’s 
conversation with the Fox News host.)

FBI Director Kesh Patel said he 
would “investigate and question” anyo-
ne suspected of involvement in the 
murder.

These statements by high-ranking 
officials can only mean one thing: 
Kirk's murder will be a signal to begin 
repression against anyone who is 
identified as a "radical leftist." Trump 
included among them, in particular, 
judges who blocked his orders on 
immigrants, firing civil servants, tariffs, 
etc. Something like the McCarthy era? 

After 33 hours – the duration of the 
search for the alleged killer – it turned 
out that the suspect, Taylor Robinson, 
from a conservative family, is himself a 
Trump supporter. However, according 
to the media and the prosecutor who 
officially charged Robinson on Sep-
tember 14, he had a “romantic relati-
onship” with a transgender girl. It also 
turned out that Kirk had a conversati-
on with university students on his last 
day and said, in particular, that trans-
gender people are criminals. In gene-
ral, Robinson noted that Kirk “sowed 
too much hatred.”

These two murders have become 
signs of the American present. On 
the one hand, leniency towards real 
cr iminals and the real lack of an 
effective system of assistance and 
treatment for the mentally ill, who 
find themselves alone with their mor-
bid fantasies. On the other hand, 
aggression against everyone and eve-
ryone who is somehow different. Hat-
red between races (perhaps Iryna 
was killed just because she, a white 
woman, dared to sit in front of a black 
man?), different political forces, hatred 
of immigrants (in fact, in the USA, 
everyone except the natives was once 
an immigrant, they just forgot about 
it)...

Against the backdrop of these tra-
gedies, many bloggers recalled the 
tragic days after the terrible terrorist 
attacks of September 11, 2001. At that 
time, Americans were more united than 
ever, even attacks against Muslims we-
re surprisingly few. President Bush 
made desperate efforts to achieve 
such unity. I remember numerous 
meetings, gatherings, discussions in 
churches, mosques, synagogues; sur-
prisingly frequent meetings between 
representatives of different religions; 
joint events, etc. – everything was 
aimed at uniting society.

Now President Trump is not even 
trying to work to unite society. On the 
contrary, he and his officials are fanning 
hatred – towards immigrants, the “left,” 
which includes all political opponents – 
and from the right wing of the political 
spectrum, Trump not only does not 
see aggressiveness and destructive 
sentiments, but also emphasizes that 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/charlie-kirk-s-last-message-to-stephen-miller-dismantle-the-radical-left/ar-AA1MsorS?ocid=BingNewsSerp


HROMADA N°95 | San Francisco | October 2025

To place ads, advertisement, and other messages: info@hromada.us
Hromada, PO Box 27134, San Francisco, CA 94127

9
they are the real patriots! (Recall: the 
first step of his second term was a 
mass pardon for the participants in 
the riots on January 6, 2021. Now Con-
gress will review all its own decisions 
regarding those events!).

In fact, the surge of aggression 
and hatred within the United States 
is coming from both extremes of the 
political spectrum, further divisive wit-
hin society, according to opinion polls. 
However, Kirk's assassination seems 
to have sobered society somewhat.

Thus, in April, “the Network Conta-
gion Research Institute, together with 
Rutgers University, found that 55% of 
respondents who identified as center-
left said that assassinating President 
Trump would be at least somewhat 
justified. 48% said the same about 
Elon Musk, and 40% of respondents, 
including 59.6% of center-lefts, said 
that destroying a Tesla dealership in 
protest was at least somewhat accep-
t a b l e ,”  n o t e s  J o n a t h a n  D r e g e r, 
RealClearPolling.

And in a poll conducted in the hot 
wake of Kirk’s murder on September 10, 

“14% of Democrats, 13% of indepen-
dents and only 6% of Republicans said 
political violence was acceptable. On 
the other hand, 81% of Republicans 
said violence is never justified, com-
pared to 72% of Democrats and 65% 
of independents,” Dreger notes.

Those who justify political violence 
in American society range from 10 to 
40 percent, Dreger concludes.

Following Kirk's murder, the gover-
nor of Utah, as well as former Presi-
dent Joe Biden and California Gover-
nor Gavin Newsom, expressed condo-
lences to his family and called for a 
de-escalation of the situation. Howe-
ver, will American society hear the 
voices of moderates and responsible 
people in the current White House 
atmosphere?

Consistently, gradually – away 
from democracy

From the first days of his second 
presidency, Trump has been consis-
tently destroying the foundations of 
the democratic system of the country, 
the Constitution of which he swore to 
protect. The destruction is taking pla-
ce systematically and gradually in all 
fundamental directions: the expansion 
of the executive branch at the expense 
of the legislative and judicial branches, 
which are increasingly subordinate to 
the White House; mass dismissals of 
dissenters, especially in national se-
curity agencies; an increasingly brutal 

“war” against immigrants with the sligh-
test violations of immigration law; the 
redrawing of electoral districts in fa-

vor of future candidates who support 
Trump; a chaotic foreign policy that 
fluctuates between open and hidden 
sympathies for world dictators.

The gradual, almost imperceptible 
progress of these “reforms” in every-
day life disarms American society – it 
simply does not notice how destructi-
ve they are, notes Mike Lofgren, Salon.

The author tries to show the impact 
of Trump's policies on the life of the 
average American: an almost imper-
ceptible increase in prices due to the 
trade and customs wars unleashed 
by Trump (however, the market will not 

last long and will be forced to sharply 
raise prices due to increased duties); 
wider access by government agenci-
es to private information and personal 
data than before (which makes it pos-
sible to collect compromising infor-
mation against political opponents); 
the arbitrariness of the immigration 
police, who were given the green 
light; a significant deterioration in the 
condition of parks and reserves due to 
the dismissal of 24% of workers in this 
field; political control over education; 
deterioration of medical care due to 
manipulation of vaccines and medi-

OCTOBER 11, 2025
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OCTOBER 4, 2025

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of Philadelphia

Anchored in Hope

To learn more &
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Contact us at fundraisers2025@ukrcatholic.org

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/polls-show-rising-number-of-americans-justify-political-violence/ar-AA1Mo3wp?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=LCTS&cvid=68c489b84a8b43b4843acdfbef0018e1&ei=56
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/opinion/will-we-even-notice-when-democracy-is-gone/ar-AA1LE4yd?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=LCTS&cvid=68b626f77f56417dbfe39faf46b05c27&ei=72
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cines, dismissal of specialists and a 
reduction in the admission of foreign 
students to medical schools, etc.

There is a “comprehensive attack 
on cognitive intelligence as such, and 
[there is] a concerted effort to un-
dermine the very foundation of mo-
dern developed society: education, 
healthcare, disaster relief, objective 
statistical research, any government 
service (the National Guard is now 
cleaning up trash at the mall, given the 
Park Service’s staff cuts), and even 
things like weather forecasting.

They literally want to set the country 
back and cause destruction; otherwise, 
why would government agencies dis-
mantle cyber defenses? (Hint: the la-
test cut came a few days after Trump 
met with Vladimir Putin in Anchorage),” 
Mike Lofgren notes.

Regarding cyber defense, and not 
only that, there have already been 
several large-scale "cleansings" of 
specialists from the FBI, CIA, and other 
security agencies, particularly in the 
field of intelligence on the Russian 
threat.

“Director of National Intelligence 
Tulsi Gabbard recently confirmed that 
the Trump administration has revoked 
the security clearances of 37 current 
and former national security officials. 
Gabbard even publicly released the 
names of these officials, thoughtlessly 
exposing at least one CIA employee, 
and baselessly accused them of “po-
liticizing and manipulating intelligence, 
leaking classified information without 
authorization, and/or willfully violating 
industry norms and standards.”

These steps, combined with purges 
of counterintelligence specialists and 
intelligence officials across the fede-
ral government, pose a clear and im-
mediate threat to US national security. 
T h e  r e s u l t  c o u l d  b e  d a m a g e  t o 
America’s foreign intelligence and do-
mestic security services, leaving the 
country vulnerable in future armed 
conflicts with its adversaries,” notes 
Kevin Carroll, The Dispatch.

This is largely due to Trump's desire 
to purge everyone involved in the in-
vestigation into Russian interference 
in the 2016 election, the first impe-
achment, and everything that his po-
litical opponents, in his deep con-
viction, accuse him of regarding his 
sympathies for the Russian dictator. 
However, it is not only that.

“Many of the officials whose clea-
rances Gabbard lifted last week came 
to the attention of right-wing conspi-
racy theorist Laura Loomer because 
they earlier signed a public letter qu-
estioning President Donald Trump’s 

unsuccessful effort to extort Ukraini-
an President Volodymyr Zelensky into 
investigating Joe Biden before the 
2020 election. Others were targeted 
for accurately warning of Russia’s at-
tempts to covertly influence the 2016 
election in Trump’s favor. Meanwhile, 
career national security personnel 
have been fired for reasons ranging 
from investigating and prosecuting 
participants of the January 6, 2021, 
Capitol riots to contradicting Trump’s 
claim that US strikes in June had left 
Iran’s nuclear sites “completely and 
totally obliterated,” the author notes.

“Much of what the administration is 
doing now is illegal, and will likely be 
overturned by the courts in due co-
urse. There’s good reason to believe 
the public and politically motivated 
purges violate a number of federal 
laws, including the Administrative Pro-
cedure Act, the Privacy Act, and the 
Due Process Clause of the Fif th 
Amendment. But as a former Army 
and CIA officer myself, I fear the White 
House’s meddling in the meantime will 
inflict lasting harm on the intelligence 
community’s ability to protect the ho-
meland,” Kevin Carroll concludes.

Further consistent destruction 
of the system of checks and 
balances

From their first days in the White 
House, Trump and his team have 
been busy reining in the legislative 
and judicial branches of government, 
which, according to the Constitution, 
are not only independent, but must 
also control the executive branch and 
counteract it when it goes beyond its 
designated limits.

In the first months of the Supreme 
Court, even the three judges appoin-
ted by Trump in his first term, tried 
to ac t  in  ex ac t l y  th is  w ay.  Tr ump 
publicly scolded them, writing on 
his social network Truth Social that 
their decisions were “destroying the 
country.”

A few months later, the Supreme 
Court changed beyond recognition! 
It approves even the most arbitrary 
presidential orders. For example, the 
withdrawal of temporary protected 
status from... Afghans who worked 
for the Americans during the war in 
Afghanistan; from refugees from the 
Maduro regime (Venezuela), etc.

It turns out that a “loophole” has 
been found. Trump’s semi-official “sta-
te of emergency” declaration has gi-
ven the Supreme Court the opportunity 
to apply the so-called “shadow regist-
ry” – a procedure under which cases 
in this court are heard quickly, and 
court decisions do not require detailed 

explanation.
“In such cases, public oral arguments 

before the justices are not held and 
rulings are typically curt and unsigned,” 
note Jan Wolf and Nat Raymond, 
Reuters.

Such Supreme Court decisions nul-
lify the last bastions of the system of 
checks and balances – the decisions 
of independent federal courts, in which 
those aggrieved by the president's 
orders tr ied to have their r ights 
restored.

At the same time, the influence of 
the minority in both houses of Con-
gress is being leveled. There is no lon-
ger any disagreement within the ranks 
of the Republican majority – everyone 
unanimously supports Trump’s initia-
tives, even the obviously unpopular 

“Big Good Bill”, which contains signi-
ficant cuts to health insurance for the 
poorer classes. And the minority (alt-
hough the factions in both houses 
are divided almost equally) has fewer 
and fewer opportunities to influence 
the legislative process. For example, 
Republicans in the House of Repre-
sentatives approved by a simple ma-
jority the proposed (in fact, ordered) 
withdrawal by the White House of 
funds previously approved by Cong-
ress for public broadcasting and for 
humanitarian aid to other countries in 
crisis situations. They approved it 
themselves – they withdrew it them-
selves, w hat’s so strange about 
that? The funds are more needed for 
renaming the Department of Defense 
to the Department of War, for the 
military parade (held in June), for the 
reconstruction of the White House 
building itself – and, of course, for the 
expansion of the “immigration police”.

And that's not all! There's also re-
districting to prevent Democrats from 
winning the 2026 midterm elections. 
By law, the electoral map is drawn 
in each state separately based on 
the results of the nationwide census, 
which is conducted every 10 years. 
The districts must be drawn in a way 
that allows voters to cast their votes 
independently.

However, some states are now re-
drawing districts to favor Republicans, 
contrary to the rules. This was done, 
in par ticular, in Texas, where they 
increased the size of three districts, 
which could give more votes to three 
Republican candidates. The district 
map is approved by state legislatures, 
again by a simple majority.

In response to this arbitrariness, 
California Governor Gavin Newsom 
has also proposed redrawing the 
state’s largest district map in favor of 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/u-s-national-security-is-being-attacked-from-within/ar-AA1LCuu8?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=LCTS&cvid=68b56e4752b84ccebc05d20c99582af4&ei=17
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/opinion/will-we-even-notice-when-democracy-is-gone/ar-AA1LE4yd?ocid=msedgdhp&pc=LCTS&cvid=68b626f77f56417dbfe39faf46b05c27&ei=72
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Democrats to maintain balance. This 
initiative has been put to the state’s 
voters – it is now up to them whether 
California will follow in Texas’ footsteps, 
which would further undermine the 
rules and principles of the US demo-
cratic system, although, in such a si-
tuation, it may balance Texas’s skew.

As a result of all these processes 
– the leveling of the Supreme Court, 
Congress, the independence of elec-
toral districts – the executive power 
of the president is expanding and 
strengthening each time, meeting less 
and less resistance. These are already 
obvious steps towards transforming 
the United States into an autocracy.

In its internal content, this autocra-
cy is directed backwards, despite all 
the novelties of artificial intelligence, 
etc. Trump is trying to nullify the achi-
evements, primarily, of the second half 
of the 20th century, when American 
society, having gone through radical 
reforms, came closest to its ideal 
image – relative racial equality, middle-
class stability (approaching the “Ame-
rican dream”), relative economic sta-
bility, free space for development in 
all sectors, relative stability between 
social classes, etc.

Such an idyll could not last – crises 
and social problems gradually in-
creased. First of all, over the past 30 
years, the gap between the poor and 
the richest has noticeably increased, 
the middle class – the pillar of society 

– has significantly decreased. Other 
problems have also become more 
acute (their consideration is a sepa-
rate topic).

However, Trump's policies not only 
do not help solve complex problems, 
but also exacerbate them, deepen 
the division of society and increase 
its general aggressiveness. The good 
old America is disappearing before 
our eyes, acquiring more and more 
features more characteristic of Putin's 
Russia or China.

In Europe, similar trends are also 
gaining strength.

Of course, America is st i l l  far 
from Russia, but trends point in that 
direction. So, Ukraine finds itself in a 
terrible vicious circle: the democratic 
world is rapidly shrinking, heading 
towards autocracy with a regressive, 
reactionary content. The less demo-
cratic principles a country has, the 
closer it becomes to the world's dic-
tators – Russian and Chinese. (The 
exception is Poland: right-wing con-
servatives have won there now, who 

also don't like democracy, but they 
are unlikely to get closer to Russia: the 
threat from it is too strong).

Will Ukraine win the war, or at least 
end its hot phase, before autocratic 
tendencies sweep the entire world? 

And will democratic countries ever 
reach this point? Such difficult ques-
tions arise in the midst of current 
events, which seem to be accelerating.
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Dear Friends!
On August 30, in Northern Califor-

nia, we came together to celebrate 
the 34th anniversary of Ukraine’s Inde-
pendence. The celebration took place 
among the picturesque hills and vine-
yards at Story Winery during the chari-
ty concert Voice of Freedom – Charity 
Evening for Ukraine’s Independence 
Day, organized by the nonprofit Hro-
mada and a team of volunteers from 
Sacramento.

The event began with a prayer by Fa-
ther Myroslav, pastor of the Ukrainian 

CELEBRATION OF THE 
RESTORATION DAY OF THE 34TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF UKRAINE'S 
INDEPENDENCE AT STORY WINERY

Orthodox Church in Sacramento.
The choir of the Ukrainian Orthodox 

Church in Sacramento performed the 
prayer “Almighty and Only God.”

The national anthems of the United 
States and Ukraine were performed, 
and the memory of all those who have 
fallen in this war was honored with a 
moment of silence.

The host of the evening, Oksana 
Hrytsuk, introduced each of our talent-
ed performers:

That evening, guests enjoyed:
classical and folk singing by 

Ivanna Taratula Filipenko, Oleksandra 
Zabashta, and Anytchka,

poetry by Ivanna Andriikiv,
violin performances by talented 

musicians Sophia Victoria and 
Maksym Veligan,

an original poem by Viktoriya Smyk,
and the song “Ukraina” by Marichka 

Omelchuk.
The highlights of the evening were 

the performances of the bands “Palia-
nytsia” and “Novi Nochi”, who perfor-
med in the area for the first time and 
won the hearts of the audience!
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The evening was also highlighted by 
a charity auction with valuable items 
donated by:

Ola Herasymenko, students of the 
Andrey Sheptytsky Cultural Center 
(led by Father Andriy Tsyb in Stryi, 
Ukraine), Anton Demianchuk, Elena 
Prendel, and blacksmith Oleksandr 
Dudka (Bohorodchany, Ukraine).

Guests also had the opportunity to 
enjoy Ukrainian and Georgian cuisine 
and taste authentic Georgian wine.

We are immensely grateful to all the 
volunteers who put their hearts into 
this evening. Special thanks to Nata-

lie Kokhanyy, Alexandra Sokolovysh, 
Oleksandra Zabashta, Ihor Butkovskyi, 
Ola Herasymenko, Nataliya Polk, Te-
tiana Kryva, Petro and Iryna Yarmola, 
Ulyana Bobko-Synechyn, Natalia Ba-
lytska, Olena Soliar, Oleksandra Balz, 
Yuliya Reyes, and Julia Calkins for the 
delicious Ukrainian food and help in 
organizing the evening.

For providing high-quality sound for 
the evening, sincere thanks to Andriy 
Shegera and PodiyaSound.

A big thank you to the owners of 
Story Winery, David and Joey Dediach-
vili, for their warm welcome, delicious 

food, wine, and support of Ukraine 
during these difficult times. You are 
truly our brothers with big hearts!

Thanks to our joint efforts, our gu-
ests, and the active participants of the 
auction, we raised a total of $10,185. 
Event expenses totaled $2,240.60 re-
sulting in a net fundraising amount of 
$7,944.40. This is our great shared 
success!

THANK YOU to everyone who joined 
us! Together we do good, together we 
bring Victory closer!

Ви можете підтримати нашу газету, якщо зро-
бите одноразовий PayPal внесок чи виставите 
повторний щомісячний внесок і перейдете на 
сторінку після сканування QR-коду. Газета 
«Громада» є некомерційною організацією з пра-
вом на списання 501(c)(3) податків.

You could support our newspaper by following 
QR code to PayPal link where you could make one 
time payment or reoccuring monthly payments.
Newspaper Hromada is a tax-deductible 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization.
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Total enemy combat losses

UKRAINIAN NEWS

According to the General Staff, the 
total combat losses of the enemy from 
February 24, 2022 to September 30, 
2025 are approximately as follows:

Personnel ‒ 1,110,560 people were 
eliminated,

Tanks ‒ 11,222 units,
Armored personnel carriers ‒ 

23,291 units,
Artillery systems ‒ 33,311  units,
MLRS ‒ 1,505 units,
Air defense systems ‒ 1,224 units,
Aircraft ‒ 427 units,
Helicopters ‒ 346 units,
Operational and tactical level UAVs ‒ 

65,303 units,
Cruise missiles ‒ 3,790 units,
Ships and boats ‒ 28 units,
Submarines ‒ 1 unit,
Vehicles and tankers ‒ 63,241 units,
Special equipment ‒ 3,979 units.

Aid to Ukraine
EU
The European Commission is allo-

cating an additional €40 million in hu-
manitarian aid to support Ukrainians 
during the winter period. The European 
Commission’s press service reported 
this.

As noted in the statement, EU hu-
manitarian aid partners will provide 
shelter materials, restore damaged 
houses and centres for displaced per-
sons, and improve access to water, 
sanitation and heating. The funding in-
cludes cash assistance, solid fuel, he-
aters, insulation and emergency heat-
ing points. Particular attention will be 
paid to the most vulnerable groups: 
the elderly, children, people with dis-
abilities and displaced families living in 

collective centres.
The agency also reported that the 

EU has already transferred more than 
156 thousand tons of humanitarian 
cargo through the Civil Protection Me-
chanism, including energy equipment: 
9,342 generators, 6,917 transform-
ers and millions of energy-saving LED 
lamps.

USA
Some of the American militar y 

equipment that was purchased for the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine under the 
NATO program has already been deliv-
ered to Ukraine.

The contents of the consignment 
are not disclosed. At the same time, 
the source indicated that more pack-
ages of military assistance to Ukraine 
are “already on the way”.

It is also known that four packages 
of support for the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine have already been financed 
under the PURL program.

The day before, President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy announced that the first 
two packages of military assistance 
from the United States, which were fi-
nanced under the NATO program, will 
include, among other things, missiles 
for Western weapons systems.

The US Congress has passed a bill 
on the defense budget for the 2026 
fiscal year in the amount of $892.6 bil-
lion. Of this, the defense bill provides 
for the allocation of $400 million for the 
Pentagon’s program to support the se-
curity of Ukraine.

Germany
The German government intends to 

provide Ukraine with nine billion euros 
in financial assistance annually over 
the next few years. This was announ-
ced by Vice Chancellor and Finance 
Minister Lars Klingbeil during his visit 
to Kyiv.

He noted that the decision has al-
ready been approved by the German 
federal government.

“We are committed to supporting 
Ukraine in the coming years, spending 
9 billion euros annually,” said Klingbeil.

In June, German Defense Minister 
Boris Pistorius stated that Germany’s 
guaranteed support for Ukraine this 
year would reach 7 billion euros. An-
other 1.9 billion euros are awaiting ap-
proval in the Bundestag.

Earlier, it was reported that Germany 
would separately allocate 500 million 
dollars for the purchase of American 
weapons for Ukraine.

Britain
The United Kingdom announced the 

allocation of 142 million pounds ster-
ling in aid to Ukraine to strengthen 
energy infrastructure and support vul-
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nerable communities before the win-
ter period. This is stated in the state-
ment of the British Foreign Office.

The allocated funds will help Ukraine 
prepare for the difficult winter period:

- 100 million pounds will go to human-
itarian assistance for the civilian popu-
lation in the frontline areas, protecting 
the most vulnerable citizens, restoring 
critical water supply and heating sys-
tems, as well as supporting jobs and 
the viability of local communities.

- 42 million pounds will be allocated 
to repair electricity networks and pro-
tect gas and energy infrastructure in 
advance of the winter period.

The day before, the United Kingdom 
and Ukraine signed a historic agree-
ment on the exchange of technologies 
for the joint development and produc-
tion of advanced military equipment, in 
particular interceptor drones.

It was also previously reported that 
the British government intends to fi-
nance the production of long-range 
drones for Ukraine. They will be as-
sembled in the United Kingdom.

British Defense Minister John Healy 
reported during a visit to Kyiv on Sep-
tember 3 that more than £1 billion in 
military support for Ukraine has alrea-
dy been financed thanks to funds re-
ceived from frozen Russian assets.

Denmark
Denmark has provided Ukraine with 

the largest aid as a percentage of its 
own GDP among all partner countries. 
This was announced by Foreign Min-
ister Andriy Sibiga at a briefing with 
Danish Foreign Minister Lars Lukke 
Rasmussen in Kyiv.

“Denmark is the world’s largest donor 
to Ukraine in terms of aid in proportion 
to its own gross domestic product – 
2.9%. Moreover, 9 billion out of almost 
ten is military aid,” Sibiga emphasized.

In 2025-2028, Denmark will allocate 
$375 million for the reconstruction of 
Ukraine under the Ukraine Transition 
Program.

The new program is aimed at:
- restoration of critical infrastructure,
- humanitarian assistance,
- support for veterans and internally 

displaced persons,
- business development,
- green transition in energy and 

transport,
- continuation of reforms.
The minister also noted that soon 

Ukrainian weapons will be produced in 
Denmark.

It was also reported that Ukraine and 
Denmark are developing an artificial 
intelligence drone interceptor.

Sweden
The Swedish government has allo-

cated a new military aid package to 
Ukraine worth $836 million. It includes, 
among other things, Archer self-pro-
pelled guns. This was announced by 
the country's Defense Minister Poul 
Jönsson.

Sweden will purchase Archer sys-
tems and 155-mm ammunition for 
Ukraine for $327 million.

In addition, the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine will receive mobile coastal 
radar systems, as well as new marine 
support vessels with grenade launch-
ers and unmanned systems for a total 
cost of $190 million.

"The Swedish Armed Forces will also 
donate equipment worth $12.7 million. 
This includes 500 motorcycles and 
supporting equipment such as trucks 
and tractors," Jönsson wrote.

In addition, Sweden will transfer ra-
dar sensors and control systems for 
Tridon Mk 2 anti-aircraft systems and 
programmable 40-mm anti-aircraft 
ammunition.

“Additional secret systems and pro-
jects are also planned, but their pre-
sentation will have to be postponed 
until the moment of their use on the 
battlefield. In the future, the Russian 
army may expect Swedish-Ukrainian 
surprises,” the minister concluded.

Lithuania
Lithuania is opening an office of the 

Central Agency for Project Manage-
ment for the Reconstruction of Ukrai-
ne in Kyiv.

The new office will coordinate all 
Lithuanian projects for the reconstruc-
tion of Ukraine, in particular within the 
framework of the Civil Protection Shel-
ters coalition, which Lithuania recently 
joined.

In August of this year, Ukraine and 
Lithuania signed an agreement on the 
joint production of defense products.

Latvia
The Armed Forces of Ukraine have 

received a new batch of Latvian-made 
Patria 6x6 armored personnel carriers.

This was reported on the website of 
the Latvian Ministry of Defense.

According to the department, Lat-
via, along with the vehicles, also trans-
ferred additional equipment for the 
Ukrainian military.

The country's Defense Minister An-
dris Spruds emphasized that Latvia 
continues to support Ukraine in its 
fight for independence and will do so 
as long as necessary.

At the same time, within the frame-
work of the intergovernmental pro-
gram of Finland, Latvia, Sweden and 
Germany, a joint agreement was sig-
ned on August 30, 2021 for the pur-
chase of Patria 6x6 armored vehicles. 

It provides for an order of more than 
200 units.

In July, Ukraine received the first 
batch of Patria heavy armored vehic-
les, which Latvia provided as part of a 
new assistance package.

Estonia
Estonia will continue to provide mili-

tary assistance to Ukraine at least at 
the level of 0.25% of GDP or more than 
100 million euros. This was stated by 
the Minister of Defense of Estonia Han-
no Pevkur.

It is known that the bulk of the aid will 
be directed through the products of 
Estonian enterprises.

"Estonia will continue to resolutely 
support Ukraine in Russia's aggressi-
ve war. And next year we will adhere to 
the principle that 0.25% of our GDP will 
go to help Ukraine. We proceed from 
the military needs of Ukraine, and next 
year Estonian defense industry enter-
prises will also play an important role," 
the minister said.

In addition, Estonia will continue to 
train Ukrainians and support IT solu-
tions in the defense sector.

In early September, it became known 
that Estonia will join the purchase of 
American weapons for Ukraine.

Ireland
The Irish government has transfer-

red a new aid package to Ukraine. It 
includes automotive equipment and 
mine clearance work.

This was announced by the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Minister 
of Defense of the country Simon Harris.

“Today we delivered 34 vehicles and 
three demining robots to support 
Ukraine’s defense and humanitarian 
needs,” he wrote.

Harris assured that Ireland would 
continue to provide “practical and 
non-lethal” 

Japan
Ukraine and the International Bank 

for Reconstruction and Development 
have signed a $246.5 million loan agre-
ement under the SURGE program 

“Supporting Reconstruction through 
Smart Fiscal Management”. The mo-
ney will be raised from a fund support-
ed by the Japanese government.

The project’s goal is to support the 
Ukrainian government’s efforts to cre-
ate an investment management sys-
tem in the context of post-war recon-
struction and reconstruction.

Thus, $229.7 million will be raised in 
the state budget by the end of 2025. In 
particular, $16.8 million will be alloca-
ted to capitalizing interest in order to 
reduce the cost of servicing Ukraine’s 
credit obligations.

The SURGE project has been imple-
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On September 18, President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy signed a law on the 
ratification of the Centennial Partner-
ship Agreement with the United King-
dom, thanking King Charles III of the 
United Kingdom for his support.

"Our alliance doubles our strength. 
That is why it is a great honor and priv-
ilege for me to sign the law on the rat-
ification of the Centennial Partnership 
Agreement between Ukraine and the 
United Kingdom. Yesterday, the Verk-
hovna Rada overwhelmingly support-
ed this historic treaty, and today I am 
returning it to the parliament with my 
signature," Zelenskyy wrote.

The President also expressed his 
gratitude to the King of the United 
Kingdom, Charles III, for his unwaver-
ing support for Ukraine.

“At a time when tyranny once again 
threatens Europe, we must all stand 
strong, and the United Kingdom con-

The European Commission on Fri-
day adopted a new 19th package of 
sanctions against Russia. This was 
announced by the chief spokeswoman 
of the European Commission, Paula 
Pinheau.

It is known that the package of sanc-
tions is aimed at the Russian economy 
and military machine in response to the 
full-scale aggression against Ukraine.
assistance to Ukraine for as long as 
needed.

The 69th General Conference of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) supported a resolution calling 
on Russia to immediately withdraw its 
troops from the Zaporizhzhia NPP and 
return it to full control of the Ukrainian 
authorities.

The document, initiated by Ukraine 
and its international partners, was ap-

Ukraine and Poland are creating 
a Joint Working Group on Unmanned 
Aircraft Systems. Warsaw and Kyiv are 
also preparing to sign an agreement on 
cooperation in the field of unmanned 
technologies.

As noted, the central element of this 
working group will be joint training pro-
grams. The group will also:

- promote the exchange of opera-
tional knowledge and experience in 
the field of UAVs;

- develop and test methods of using 
and countering drones, integrate 
innovative technologies;

- strengthen interoperability be-
tween the Armed Forces of Ukraine 
and Poland and ensure compatibility 
with NATO standards.

According to the Polish minister, the 
document will provide for the develop-
ment of joint initiatives and training 
of military personnel using Ukrainian 
experience in using drones on the 
battlefield.

On September 10, when Russia 
again attacked Ukraine with missiles 

Zelenskyy 
approved the 
ratification of the 
100-year 
partnership 
agreement with the 
United Kingdom

The European 
Commission 
approved the 19th 
package of 
sanctions against 
Russia

IAEA adopts 
resolution 
demanding 
immediate 
de-occupation of 
Zaporizhzhia NPP

Ukraine and 
Poland signed a 
memorandum on 
the creation of a 
joint working group 
on UAVs

mented in Ukraine since 2024.
In early June, Ukraine and the Ja-

pan International Cooperation Agency 
(JICA) signed an agreement necessary 
to receive $3 billion under the ERA ini-
tiative. The funds will come from reve-
nues received from frozen Russian 
assets.

In May, the Cabinet of Ministers ap-
proved an agreement w i th Japan, 
which will allow to receive about $3 bil-
lion under the Extraordinary Revenue 
Acceleration (ERA) initiative.

proved by 62 member states. The reso-
lution also calls for the demilitarization 
of the plant's territory and the with-
drawal of all unauthorized military and 
other personnel.

The document also mentions Rus-
sian shelling of the Chernobyl Exclu-
sion Zone and damage to the New Safe 
Confinement, which creates additional 
risks for nuclear safety in the world.

As is known, the Zaporizhzhia NPP, 
the largest in Europe, has been under 
occupation since March 4, 2022.

The day before, the IAEA reported 
that the security situation at the occu-
pied Zaporizhzhia NPP remains unsta-
ble. As a result of Russia's full-scale 
invasion of Ukraine and the occupati-
on of the Zaporizhzhia NPP, almost all 
pillars of nuclear safety at the plant 
were violated.

tinues to be a leader in defending free-
dom in many ways. Together we have 
achieved much, and with the support 
of freedom-loving peoples – the Unit-
ed Kingdom, our European partners 
and the United States – we continue to 
defend values ​​and protect lives. We are 
united in our efforts to make diplomacy 
work and to ensure lasting peace on 
the European continent,” he said.

It recently became known that the 
United Kingdom will continue the train-
ing program for the Ukrainian military 
until at least the end of 2026.

Also, the day before, the United 
Kingdom and Ukraine signed a historic 
agreement to exchange technologies 
for the joint development and produc-
tion of advanced military equipment, 
including interceptor drones.
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Since the beginning of the full-scale 
invasion of the Russian Federation, at 
least three thousand servicemen of 
the Defense Forces have been injured 
due to chemical attacks by the enemy. 
This was reported by the head of the 
civil defense department of the RCB 
protection department of the Armed 
Forces of Ukraine support forces 
command, Artem Vlasyuk. According 
to him, in total, the servicemen of the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine recorded 
about 11 thousand cases of the use 

On September 18, within the frame-
work of the Istanbul agreements, the 
bodies of thousands of fallen Ukrainian 
defenders were returned to Ukraine. 
This was reported by the Coordina-
tion Headquarters for the Treatment 
of Prisoners of War. It is also reported 
that the repatriation measures were 
carried out with the assistance of the 
International Committee of the Red 
Cross. The last exchange of bodies 
of the fallen took place on August 19. 
Then the bodies of another 1,000 fallen 
were returned to Ukraine. Among the 
repatriated are five bodies of Ukraini-
an servicemen who died in captivity.

As part of the Bring Kids Back UA ini-
tiative, 16 more Ukrainian children were 
rescued from the temporarily occu-
pied territories by Russia. Among them 
is a 15-year-old girl who, together with 
her aunt, managed to escape from the 
occupation after her parents and older 
brother were sent to a colony for many 
years on fabricated charges. Two more 
sisters – 14 and 7 years old – were left 
without a home and belongings after 
a fire destroyed their home. Another 
15-year-old girl lived in constant fear 
with her parents for over three years, 
almost never leaving the house, fearing 
a visit from the occupiers. Also among 
the rescued is a 10-year-old boy whom 
the occupation guardianship services 
tried to take away from his family. Also, 
on September 15, it became known 
that 16 minors also returned to Ukrai-
ne from the occupation. According to 
the Office of the President, Ukraine 
has already managed to return home 
one and a half thousand children who 
were held in temporarily occupied ter-
ritories or who were illegally deported 
by Russia.

The United States International De-
velopment Finance Corporation (DFC) 
has made an investment commitment 
of $75 million to the Recovery Invest-
ment Fund provided for by the Subsoil 
Agreement. This was announced by 
Prime Minister Yulia Svyrydenko.

According to her, Ukraine intends 
to double this contribution and form 
the starting positions of the Recovery 
Investment Fund in the amount of $150 
million.

"This is another important step in the 
process of launching the full-fledged 
work of the Fund, and from today we 
can declare: operational work has 
started. The first in focus are projects 
in the energy, infrastructure and criti-
cal minerals sectors. We aim to imple-
ment 3 projects by the end of 2026,” 
the prime minister wrote.

She also expressed the opinion that 
such start-up capital demonstrates 
that American investments “can be-
come a reliable guarantee of security 
for both Ukraine and American busi-
ness in our country.”

Subsoil 
Agreement: 
The United States 
made the first 
contribution to the 
Reconstruction 
Investment Fund

Bodies of 
thousands of 
fallen defenders 
returned to Ukraine

More Ukrainian 
children managed 
to return from the 
occupation

The Armed Forces 
of Ukraine 
revealed how many 
servicemen were 
injured due to the 
use of chemical 
weapons by the 
Russians

Britain announces 
new sanctions 
against Russia’s 
shadow fleet

Ukraine will 
partially open 
arms exports

Volodymyr Zelensk y y said that 
Ukraine will introduce controlled ex-
ports of those types of weapons that 
are produced in sufficient quantities.

“Nobody wants to take risks during 
a war, but we need money to pro-
duce certain very necessary types of 
weapons, such as drones for the front. 

"Therefore, I think so: in about 10 days 
we will have a concept for exports," 
Zelenskyy said.

The British government has impo-
sed new sanctions against the Rus-
sian shadow fleet, which transports 
Russian oil. The British government’s 
press service reported this on Friday, 

and drones, Russian UAVs violated 
Polish airspace. After that, NATO acti-
vated Article 4.

Polish law enforcement officers 
discovered the remains of 17 Russian 
drones.

On September 12, Operation East-
ern Sentinel was launched in Poland, 
which was the response of NATO coun-
tries to the incursion of Russian drones 
into the country's airspace. It was 
launched to strengthen the defense 
of the Alliance's eastern flank.

of dangerous chemical substances by 
the Russians at the front. He added 
that the enemy uses, in particular, tear 
gas grenades, as well as improvised 
explosive devices equipped with dan-
gerous substances.

September 12.
“The UK has imposed 100 new sanc-

tions to reduce Putin’s sources of in-
come and military supplies. The mea-
sures were taken against the backdrop 
of reckless Russian airstrikes that vio-
lated NATO airspace in Poland and da-
maged the Cabinet of Ministers build-
ing in Kyiv,” the report said.

The sanctions, in particular, are 
aimed at the shadow fleet transporting 
Russian oil and key suppliers of mili-
tary components.

The new sanctions include 70 more 
ships of the Russian shadow fleet, as 
well as 30 companies and individu-
als that support the Kremlin’s military 
machine by supplying key equipment, 
including electronics, chemicals and 
explosives used to produce missiles 
and other weapons systems.
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In Ukraine, a digital platform called 
“Chapter Ukraine” has been created, 

which provides complete information 
about Ukrainian books available in 
translation into foreign languages. 
The project was created by the media 

“Craft” and “Читомо” (Chytomo) in 
partnership with Snig.digital, Kavi.
Agency, PEN Ukraine and the Ukraini-

UKRAINE LAUNCHES CHAPTER 
UKRAINE, A NEW PLATFORM 
SHOWCASING UKRAINIAN BOOKS 
IN TRANSLATION

an Book Institute.
Currently, book lists are available in 

English, German and Spanish.
The service offers carefully crafted 

selections of translations, each of 
which was developed by experts ta-
king into account the following criteria:

- the translation is done by a 
professional translator;

- the publication has a circulation 
and is available for sale;

- there are reviews from readers 
on international platforms, including 
Goodreads;

- there are critical reviews of the 
translations in the media;

- a well-established and 
understandable distribution system.

ОГОЛОШЕННЯ | ANNOUNCEMENT

To place ads and other announcements, please 
contact info@hromada.us

Для розміщення реклами, оголошень та інших пові-
домлень звертайтесь info@hromada.us до 25 числа 
кожного місяця

ВІДМОВА ВІД ВІДПОВІДАЛЬНОСТІ | DISCLAIMER
«Громада» існує для обслуговування потреб української громади 
західного узбережжя та всіх, кого цікавить українська історія, культу-
ра й українські новини. Ми резервуємо за собою право на відмову 
друкувати будь-які матеріали. Газета «Громада» не може нести від-
повідальності за достовірність публікацій третіх осіб.

«HROMADA» exists to serve the needs of our Ukrainian community of the 
West Coast of the US and all those interested in Ukrainian history, culture 
and Ukrainian news. We reserve the right to refuse to print any materials. 
«Hromada» newspaper cannot be held liable for the reliability of third-par-
ty publications.

https://chapterukraine.com/
https://craftmagazine.net/
https://chytomo.com/
https://chapterukraine.com/
https://de.chapterukraine.com/
https://es.chapterukraine.com/
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www.sharvarok.com
### Guitar player needed
Ukrainian rock band looking for 

rhythm or bass guitar player to join the 
band. We practice in Novato,  CA.

E-Mail: `orbendo17@msn.com`

### Painting from artist Veronika 
Buliuk

I’m Veronika, an artist from Ukraine, 
Kherson region. I’ve been painting 
since childhood, studied at an art 
school, and keep growing every day. 
My art reflects emotions, memories, 
and light. I create interior and abstract 
paintings, custom artwork, and 
hand-painted clothing. I also do 
face painting for kids and take part 
in creative projects, exhibitions, and 
charity art auctions.

E-Mail: `veronikabuluk@gmail.com`

### Barber Yuriy
First visit discount $10  
I will choose a haircut individually 

for the client!   
Address: 1775 Park Ave, San Jose, 

CA 95126  
Booking   
In the profile bio  
Write or call  
+1 4085928338  
Online booking available.  
https://www.instagram.com/barbe

ryurii?igsh=NTc4MTIwNjQ2YQ%3D%3
D&utm_source=qr  

### Nutritionist, naturopathic 
specialist

Sophie, member of International 
Naturopathic Association (INA) since 
2021.

Lab work analysis, health evaluation, 
personal nutritional and supplemental 
support. 

www.itsnaturopathy.com

### Ukrainian-Languag Center 
for Legal Document Preparation 
for Immigration Cases in California 
Glendale

Preparation of powers of attorney 
(for the purchase/sale of property, 
bank accounts, general powers of 
attorney)  

Drafting notarized statements 
(for children's travel, for accepting/
rejecting an inheritance, spousal 
consent for the sale of joint property)  

Preparing documents for court 
(immigration, inheritance, family 
matters)  

We provide certified translations of 
documents  

We obtain Apostille for documents  
reg#2025049030 bond#5337830
E-Mail: `pravolad@icloud.com`

### Bottom Line Accounting
SERVICES

-Accounting
Our comprehensive accounting 

solutions are simple and our pricing 
structure is easy to understand.

-Bookkeeping
-Incorporations

We will set up your Corporation and 
LLC’S.

-Payroll
-Accounts Receivable and Payable 

Training
https://bottomlineac.com/
E-Mail: `ingrid@bottomlineac.com`

### Cosmetologist esthetician 
with 10 years of experience

I am Marta, a cosmetologist 
and esthetician with 10 years of 
experience. I offer services for 
treating problematic skin, rosacea, 
and skin with hyperpigmentation. I 
provide care procedures for anti-
aging therapy, facial massage, and 
facial enzyme therapy. I look forward 
to meeting you!  

www.mgbeautyandskincare.com
E-Mail: `martachuk@gmail.com`

### Hiring for Software 
Engineering Leaders in SF Bay 
Area and Greater Seattle

Exciting opportunity alert! Join 
Meta as a SW Engineering Manager! 
We're seeking passionate leaders to 
drive innovation, manage top-notch 
teams, and deliver impactful products. 
At Meta, you'll engage with cutting-
edge technologies, collaborate with 
top engineers, and contribute to our 
mission of empowering communities 
worldwide. Interested in making a 
difference with us, – email me your 
resume. 

E-Mail: `svitlanas@meta.com`

### GRATEFUL HEARTS of 
UKRAINIAN THANKSGIVING

Join us on November 30th at 5 PM 
in Beverly Hills for Grateful Hearts 
of Ukrainian Thanksgiving! Enjoy a 
delicious Ukrainian dinner, live music 
by renowned musician Orest Galitsky, 
and a special performance by Alina 

Grosu. Hosted by Bohdan Iusypchuk, 
the evening features heartfelt 
conversations, cherished music, and a 
charity auction to support Ukraine.

E-Mail: `events@oglifecorp.com`

### Young  artist Veronika Buliuk
I’m 17 years old, from Ukraine, 

Kherson region, city Hola Prystan. In 
Us I’m 1 year. My art journey I started 
in childhood and continue to create 
further. I sell my works and also paint 
to order, mainly with acrylic or oil on 
canvas. I also paint prints on clothes 
and do face painting for children. 
If you are interested in more, you 
can write to me on Instagram or in 
message,  _dreamscome_true_

E-Mail: `veronikabuluk@gmail.com`

### Pictures for the home by 
Anna Aksyonova

Amazing paintings by professional 
artist Anna Aksyonova, created not 
with brushes, but solely with fingers. 
This technique "ENERGY OF TOUCH" 
will fill your home with a wonderful 
energy of coziness and harmony. 
Works such as "Ukrainian Girls" will 
warm the heart. Most of the artist's 
works have been exhibited multiple 
times in exhibitions in the USA, 
UKRAINE, and online in Britain!

E-Mail: `anna.aksionova74@gmail.
com`

### European Grocery & Liquor 
Store for Sale

Please visit link for more details
https://www.bizbuysell.com/

california/newark/liquor-stores-for-
sale/

https://www.bizbuysell.com/
Business-Opportunity/Liquor-and-
Grocery-Newark-California/2301313/

E-Mail: `vliquorsnfood@gmail.com`

### Franko & Co | Catering with 
Ukrainian soul

We’re Franko & Co Bakery, opening 
our first location in Sausalito just in 
two months! For the past six months, 
we’ve been a hit at farmer’s markets 
and festivals with our croissants and 
mini cheese bites – and we also cater 
for private parties and tech events. 
Our menu is available in the photos 
below, and we’re always open to 
special edition orders. Just text us via 
email!

E-Mail: `hello@frankobakery.com`

### Ukrainian-American 
Kindergarten

I invite children aged 1 to 5 years 
to the newly opened kindergarten. 
The kindergarten operates from 8:00 

http://www.sharvarok.com
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AM to 5:30 PM. In the kindergarten, 
we learn letters through play, get 
acquainted with Ukrainian culture, 
read, learn to count and think logically, 
develop fine motor skills, play a 
lot outdoors, and eat homemade 
organic dishes. We have a lot of fun 
and interesting activities. Each child 
is surrounded by attention, love, and 
care.

E-Mail: `veselkakidsdaycare@gmail.
com`

### Sophia Victoria – Live 
Violinist for Events & Weddings

Elevate your event with live violin 
by Sophia Victoria, performing 
throughout the Bay Area & Northern 
California. With over 10 years of 
performance, she offers a beautiful 
mix of classical, contemporary, and 
timeless Ukrainian melodies – perfect 
for weddings, engagements, parties, 
corporate events, and special 
celebrations. Special song requests 
welcome! 

Instagram: @sophiavictoria.violin 
E-Mail: `svs.livemusic@gmail.com`

### Dmytro Lyushenko | 
Sacramento Notary Public & 
Apostille

Notary Public Dmytro Lyushenko – 
24/7 mobile & in-office notary at 730 I 
St, Office 215, Sacramento, CA 95814. 
Rush apostille service often within 
hours, certified English–Ukrainian–
Russian translations, and legal 
document preparation (LDA). Reliable, 
multilingual, and professional service 
across Sacramento County. Call/Text 
916-460-0977.

E-Mail: `lyushenkod@yahoo.com`

### Notary Public Dmytro 
Lyushenko

My name is Dmytro Lyushenko – I 
am a licensed Notary Public in the 
State of California and a Legal 
Document Assistant (LDA).

I am authorized not only to notarize 
but also to prepare legal documents 
for personal, business, and 
international purposes.

Notarization of any documents
Powers of Attorney, statements 

of acceptance or renunciation of 
inheritance, and other notarized 
documents

Apostille in California – within 
a few hours after signing, or the 
next business day (if signed in the 
afternoon)

Shipping of completed documents 
within the USA and abroad

Translation services between 
Ukrainian, Russian, and English

Remote Online Notarization – 
notarization of documents online 
with the option to obtain a California 
apostille

Delivery of completed apostilled 
documents to your address in the USA 
or abroad

Free travel within Sacramento 
County if you order both document 
preparation and apostille

Available daily, including 
weekends and holidays, and 24/7 by 
appointment

Office: 730 I St, Sacramento, CA 
95814 (Downtown)

E-Mail: `lyushenkod@yahoo.com`

### HVAC Services for 
Sacramento and Bay Area

VM Heating & Cooling Services: 
Your Trusted Heating and Air 
Conditioning Experts!

We specialize in:
- Heating and Cooling System 

Installation & Repair
- Heat Pump Water Heater 

Installation (Rebates Available)
- Mini-Split Heat Pump Installations
- Maintenance and Tune-Ups
- Ductwork Installation
Visit our website: https://

vmheatingandcooling.com/
We are licensed and bonded.
E-Mail: `info@vmheatingandcooling.

com`

### Personal trainer Anastasia
Hi everyone!  
My name is Anastasia, and I’m a 

certified personal trainer (IFPA, CPR/
AED) specializing in strength training 
for women.

I work with clients at a gym in San 
Jose, in my gym in Sunnyvale, and I 
can also come to your residential gym 
in San Jose, Santa Clara, Sunnyvale, 
and Mountain View. I create 
personalized workout programs 
tailored to your goals –weight loss, 
and developing a toned and strong 
body.

- I explain exercise techniques and 
teach you how to work with weights 
confidently.  

- I pay special attention to safety and 
gradual progress.  

- I constantly monitor your progress 
and adapt your workout plan.  

- I provide nutrition advice to help 
you achieve your fitness goals.

I don’t use one-size-fits-all 
programs—everything is customized 
to your body, schedule, and fitness 
level.  

My goal is not just to train but to 
cultivate a strong, healthy body that 
you love seeing in the mirror.

If you want to start or get back 
into strength training – send me a 
message, and I’d be happy to tell you 
more 

- Sunnyvale, residential gym  
- San Jose, gym: Elite Pro Fitness  
- At your residential gym (South Bay 

Area)  
Inst: anastasia.bayfit
E-Mail: `anastasia.kosenko.us@

gmail.com`

### Daniel Vegera – Business 
Photographer and Videographer

If you’re looking to elevate your 
business or enhance your personal 
brand, my team and I are here to help!

We offer a range of professional 
photo and video services, including:

- Personal Photos: Headshots, 
Portraits

- Event Photography and 
Videography

- Podcast and Interview Filming
- Promotional Videos
Are you facing a difficult problem 

and you don't know the solution? - 
Write and we'll figure it out together.

Visit our website: danielvegera.com
Or feel free to message us directly

### Family photographer in San 
Francisco Bay Area

I’m here for your unique experience 
of love. Whether it’s self love, 
motherhood love, love to your mate, 
child, family, or products you create. 
Everything is changing by time, but 
capturing your moments together is 
such an easy way to keep them alive.

Special offer for weddings and 
elopements! 

My website https://oksanashvets.
art/

### Handcrafted Vegan 
Chocolate

Chocobalance was founded in 2022 
with the goals of creating high-quality 
chocolate products and supporting 
Ukraine (with all proceeds donated). 
Our recipes achieve the best balance 
of healthy ingredients to provide the 
best taste.

We offer homemade and 
handcrafted vegan chocolate, truffles, 
and candies.

To browse our variety of sweets, 
please visit us at

https://linktr.ee/chocobalance
E-Mail: `chocobalance@gmail.com`

### Cherry pies and tasty 
homemade baked goods from 
Marina

I offer you my already popular 
cherry pies, poppyseed rolls, 
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sourdough bread, Pampushky for 
borscht, croissants, and dumplings 
with various fillings. I invite you to 
take a look at my assortment on my 
Instagram page.                               

https://www.instagram.com/
maryna_pasrty_chef?igsh=YTQwZjQ0
NmI0OA%3D%3D&utm_source=qr      

E-Mail: `marinaanisovic411@gmail.
com`

### Vlada McClure – Your 
Trusted Ukrainian Real Estate 
Agent in the San Francisco Bay 
Area

Are you looking for a dedicated, 
experienced, and multilingual real 
estate agent in the Bay Area? With 13+ 
years of professional experience and 
a personal touch, I am here to guide 
you through every step of your real 
estate journey.

Why Work with Me?
Multilingual Communication: Fluent 

in English, Ukrainian, and Russian.
Expertise Across All Real Estate 

Sectors:
Residential luxury homes and 

divorce listings
Investment properties, flips, 

renovation, and new construction
Commercial real estate, 1031 

exchanges, and complex transactions
Proven Success: Top producer with 

excellent client reviews.
Personal Experience: Involved in 

real estate projects since 2007, from 
design to high-end sales.

Personal Insights:
I bring a unique, compassionate 

approach to real estate. A proud 
mother of two –one a UC Berkeley 
graduate, the other a UCLA student 

– I understand the importance of 
creating homes where families thrive. 
I live with my parents, who moved to 
the Bay Area from Ukraine due to the 
war, and we share our home with three 
rescue cats.

Outside of real estate, I’m 
passionate about nutrition, 
maintaining a vegan and gluten-free 
lifestyle, and exploring water fasting. 
I’ve held a Series 7 license and have a 
keen interest in trading and financial 
planning. Supporting local businesses 
and traveling the world bring me joy 
and inspiration.

Let’s Achieve Your Real Estate 
Goals

Whether buying, selling, or 
investing, I’ll provide expert guidance 
with a personal touch. Let’s navigate 
the Bay Area market together!

Contact Me Today:
Vlada (Vladlena) McClure
(415) 572 6040
vladlena.mcclure@gmail.com
DRE #01908096
Pinnacle Realty Advisors

### Tetiana Redko | Ukrainian 
Realtor® in Bay Area

If you are looking to buy, sell, or 
invest in residential real estate here in 
the Bay Area, my team and I can help. 
We are here to ensure a seamless and 
successful experience tailored to your 
unique needs and goals. Text me at 
(480) 248-4017 with any questions you 
have. 

Tetiana Redko | License: 02167532 
| Brokered by Abio Properties

E-Mail: `tetiana@tetianaredko.com`

### Fresh homemade sausages 
from Soldier Sausages – a taste 
you'll love!

Fresh, delicious and natural 
sausages from Soldier Sausages! We 
prepare them by hand from high-
quality meat and natural ingredients. 
The assortment includes: pork – juicy 
and rich, beef - for lovers of real meat, 
chicken - tender and light. No artificial 
additives! Handmade with love!

Phone: `+19169367304`

### New European Grocery 
store in Concord CA

Touch of Europe 
Address: 1880 Colfax St, Concord, 

CA 94520
We're waiting for you in the 

store! We have food from all over 
Europe, including Ukraine, Bulgaria, 
Italy, Poland, Hungary, and many 
more. Plus, our store offers multiple 
discounts for different groups of 
people. Customers aged 63 and over 
receive 10% off every day! And don’t 
forget, if it's your birthday, you can 
enjoy an extra 10% off

E-Mail: `touchofeuropefamily@
gmail.com`

### Your trainer, coach, and 
mentor – support on your journey 
to change!

Do you want to improve your fitness, 
find balance in life, or transform your 
lifestyle? I am here to help you achieve 
the results you’re striving for!

Services:
1. Training: Muscle strengthening, 

weight loss, endurance improvement.
2. Coaching: Goal setting, 

motivation, overcoming barriers.

3. Mentorship: Healthy habits, 
nutrition, guidance.

Instagram – @coach_chebanik
E-Mail: 4̀ebanik@gmail.com`

### I have an idea to create a 
running club in Sacramento and I 
am looking for like-minded people 
who would like to join.

Join the Ukrainian Running Club 
Sacramento! 

Whether you’re passionate about 
running or triathlon, we’re building 
a community for enthusiasts of all 
levels. Together, we’ll train, share 
experiences, and achieve goals. Let’s 
explore Sacramento while staying fit 
and motivated. Ready to join? Connect 
with us and take the first step toward 
an active lifestyle!

https://t.me/
UkrainianRunningClubSacramento

E-Mail: 4̀ebanik@gmail.com`

### Kinal Dental
Kinal Dental, a general dental office 

in San Diego offers the full range of 
pediatric and adult dentistry:

* Implants
* Root canals
* Crowns
* Complete restoration of the oral 

cavity
* Aesthetic treatment
* Removal of wisdom teeth
* Emergency dental treatment
* Extensive experience in correcting 

failed previous treatment from 
different countries

E-Mail: `kinaldds@gmail.com`

### Super nice book for kids 
with pictures

Super nice book for kids with 
pictures

In perfect condition  as new. We 
have read it once only

If you are interested, I could give it 
cheaper than advertised.

Phone: `+13304749630`

### Book Editing (Any Subject/
Genre)

Need a second opinion or final 
polish? I am a professional editor (in 
English) with 10+ years’ experience, a 
master’s in writing, and two bachelor's 
degrees. I edit poetry, fiction, memoir, 
nonfiction, textbooks, and marketing, 
and run a literary journal. Services 
include editing, proofreading, 
formatting, tutoring, style guides, 
and academic citation (APA, MLA, 
Chicago). I was born in Kharkiv.
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sharvarok.com

BUY, SELL, CONNECT

Are you looking for or offering work, 
housing, cars or services?

On Sharvarok.com, 
placing such ads is easy and fast!

For business owners - 30 days of FREE 
posting with a promo code on the website

Sharvarok.com

Facebook

Follow us on social media:

Instagram
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EVENTS 2025

OCTOBER
Нд/Su Пн/Mo Вт/Tu

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24

30 31

25

26 27 28 29

Ср/We Чт/Th Пт/Fr Сб/Sa

11 OCT
HOUSE OF 
UKRAINE – 65TH 
ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION | 
SAN DIEGO
House of Ukraine

Where: Riverwalk Golf Club, 1150 
Fashion Valley Rd., San Diego, CA 
92108

When: Saturday, 5 PM ‒ 10 PM
Join us for our 65th Anniversary 

Gala at Riverwalk Golf Club, featuring 
the incredible Valeria Vovk — a gifted 
Ukrainian singer-songwriter whose 
heartfelt performances blend folk, 
jazz, and soul into an unforgettable 
musical experience. Our goal is 
to raise $25,000 to bring warmth, 
education, and hope for a safer future 
to many children in Ukraine.

Tickets:
Regular Adult Ticket – $200
A portion of your ticket is tax-

deductible.
Last day of ticket sales is October 

2, 2025.
https://houseofukraine.org/event/
hou-65th-anniversary/

18 OCT

19 OCT

"FEMINISTS" 
PERFORMANCE 
BY THE 
"TRAVELING 

A LEGACY 
IN MOTION: 
UNWLA'S 
CENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATION | 
NEW YORK

Traveling Stars & Hromada
Where: Naglee Park , 241 S 14th St, 

San Jose, CA 95112
When: Saturday, 6 PM ‒ 8 PM
The Ukrainian amateur theater 

"Traveling Stars" is kicking off its 
second theater season with the 
play "Feminists" by contemporary 
Ukrainian author Olha Hlapshun. This 
performance, sometimes funny and 
eccentric, at other times poignant and 
filled with complex emotions, invites 
us to reflect on important issues such 
as responsibility, empathy, human 
relationships, and most importantly, 
what each of us can do for others, for 
ourselves, for Ukraine, and for the 
world. Natalia Karpenko, Tatyana 
Lozhnevska, and Olena Kolodko 
play the roles. Directed by Olena 
Bilyak. We perform in Ukrainian 
with English subtitles. The theater 
extends its gratitude to the nonprofit 
organization "Hromada" for its support 
and collaboration. All proceeds from 
the performance will go to aid Ukraine, 
as the theater collective works on a 
volunteer basis.

Tickets: General Admission ‒ $40, 
Student ‒ $20
https://www.sharvarok.com/en/
listing/feminists-performance-by-the-
traveling-stars-theater/712

Ukrainian National Women’s 
League of America

Where: Bohemian National Hall, 
321 E 73rd St, New York, NY 10021

Коли: Sunday, 1:30 PM ‒ 5 PM
Experience Legacy in Motion, a 

powerful multimedia performance 
that brings to life 100 years of 
courage, sisterhood, and steadfast 
commitment through original 
storytelling, music, and rare archival 

STARS" 
THEATER | SAN 
FRANCISCO

imagery. This moving tribute honors 
the past and celebrates the ongoing 
legacy of Ukrainian women’s 
leadership in America.

After the performance, mix and 
mingle at our elegant Centennial 
Reception — a stylish affair with 
curated bites, champagne toasts, and 
lively company.Tickets: $250

https://unwla.app.neoncrm.com/

28 OCT
KITKA & 
KURBASY: 
SONGS OF THE 
UKRAINIAN 
FOREST | 
BERKELEY

25-29 OCT
UKRAINE 
ACTION SUMMIT, 
FALL 2025 | 
WASHINGTON, 

The Freight and Center Stage
Where: Berkeley Repertory 

Theatre, 2022 Addison St, Berkeley, 
CA 94704

When: Tuesday, 7 PM
Kitka is thrilled to partner with The 

Freight and Center Stage to introduce 
Bay Area audiences to Kurbasy, direct 
from L'viv, Ukraine.

Kitka will open the evening with 
a spellbinding set of Ukrainian 
polyphonic songs, showcasing their 
signature blend of precision, power, 
and emotional depth. Kurbasy will then 
take the stage with a dramatic song 
cycle drawing from Eastern, Central, 
and Western Ukrainian folk traditions, 
including rare Lemsky dialect songs 
from the Polish borderlands. “We want 
to affirm our loud and clear freedom, 
our love for our country and our 
people,” says Kurbasy vocalist Maria 
Oneschak.

Tickets: $50.00 ‒ $35.00
https://www.sharvarok.com/en/
listing/kitka-kurbasy-songs-of-the-
ukrainian-forest/694

https://houseofukraine.org/event/hou-65th-anniversary/
https://houseofukraine.org/event/hou-65th-anniversary/
https://www.sharvarok.com/en/listing/feminists-performance-by-the-traveling-stars-theater/712
https://www.sharvarok.com/en/listing/feminists-performance-by-the-traveling-stars-theater/712
https://www.sharvarok.com/en/listing/feminists-performance-by-the-traveling-stars-theater/712
https://unwla.app.neoncrm.com/nx/portal/neonevents/events?path=%2Fportal%2Fevents%2F19732

https://www.sharvarok.com/en/listing/kitka-kurbasy-songs-of-the-ukrainian-forest/694
https://www.sharvarok.com/en/listing/kitka-kurbasy-songs-of-the-ukrainian-forest/694
https://www.sharvarok.com/en/listing/kitka-kurbasy-songs-of-the-ukrainian-forest/694
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DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA
American Coalition for Ukraine, 
Ukrainian American Coordinating 
Council and 3 others

Where: Washington D.C., DC, 
United States, Washington, District of 
Columbia

When: Oct 25, 9 AM ‒ Oct 29, 9 PM
Join us on October 25-29 for five 

days of expert-led panel discussions, 
exhibitions of Ukraine-focused 
organizations, networking, and high-
impact advocacy on Capitol Hill.

The Fall 2025 Ukraine Action 
Summit will be one of the largest 
gatherings of advocates, experts, and 
community leaders united for Ukraine. 
October 25–26 – Conference & Expo

October 26 (evening) – Official 
Ukraine Action Summit Reception

October 27–29 – Advocacy on 
Capitol Hill

Registration Details:
Register early at a discounted rate – 

Early Bird registrations August 18–31 
only

We are happy to offer a discounted 
rate to students and veterans. Special 
pricing is available to ACU member 
organizations, with the number of 
discounted tickets determined by 
membership tier. Please contact your 
organization’s leadership for details.
https://americancoalitionforukraine.
org/ukraine-action-summit-fall-2025/

https://www.facebook.com/
events/1050489056904876/

31 OCT
UKRAINIAN 
HALLOWEEN | 
LOS ANGELES
OG LIFE Corp

Where: STUDIO 537, 537 Ceres 
Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90013

When: Friday, 7 PM ‒ 11 PM
For the very first time, Los Angeles 

will host a Ukrainian Halloween – a 
one-of-a-kind event that unites the 
Ukrainian community and everyone 
who appreciates atmospheric nights, 
cultural experiences, and world-class 
entertainment.

Tickets: $70 ‒ $100
https://www.sharvarok.com/en/
listing/ukrainian-halloween/711
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EXPERIENCE A LEGACY IN MOTIONEXPERIENCE A LEGACY IN MOTION  

OCT 19, 2025; 1:30PM
BOHEMIAN NATIONAL HALL
321 EAST 73 STREET,
NEW YORK, NY 10021

JOIN US IN CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF UNWLA — A CENTURY OF
SISTERHOOD UNITED FOR UKRAINE. 

Proceeds will benefit the UNWLA’s humanitarian programs supporting the Ukrainian people. 
UNWLA is a 501 (c)(3). ein: 23-640-4061 203 2nd Avenue,New York, NY 10003 
For ticket-related questions, please contact +1(908)-759-1771

LEGACY IN MOTION IS A POWERFUL MULTIMEDIA PERFORMANCE OF
RESILIENCE, HISTORY, AND HOPE THAT HONORS UNWLA’S ENDURING
COMMITMENT TO PRESERVING THE PAST AND BUILDING THE FUTURE. 
THE CELEBRATION CONTINUES WITH THE CENTENNIAL RECEPTION — AN
ELEGANT EVENING OF CURATED CUISINE, FINE BEVERAGES, AND
SPIRITED CONVERSATION.

Orest Balytsky D.M.D.

(707) 763�2170

Diplomate, American Board of Endodontics

www.petalumaendo.com
orbendo17@msn.com

https://americancoalitionforukraine.org/ukraine-action-summit-fall-2025/?fbclid=IwY2xjawMhySxleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFwSlZjY1k5REJZVnlTTGxVAR7-FNRqZWX4_woqAYoL-_m8taYTvtlCYvrSjLndFHWhduaA5gvJOpA27NaBXQ_aem_3G2dr38gVB7UdACKcHn17g
https://americancoalitionforukraine.org/ukraine-action-summit-fall-2025/?fbclid=IwY2xjawMhySxleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFwSlZjY1k5REJZVnlTTGxVAR7-FNRqZWX4_woqAYoL-_m8taYTvtlCYvrSjLndFHWhduaA5gvJOpA27NaBXQ_aem_3G2dr38gVB7UdACKcHn17g
https://www.facebook.com/events/1050489056904876/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1050489056904876/
https://www.sharvarok.com/en/listing/ukrainian-halloween/711
https://www.sharvarok.com/en/listing/ukrainian-halloween/711

