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Vitaliy Portnykov | NOTES FOR AUGUST
EXCLUSIVE FOR HROMADA

A HOLIDAY OF ANXIOUS 
EXPECTATIONS

this is not due to the fact that the US 
president is not looking for ways to 
end the war, but to the fact that these 
ways are not interesting to the Russian 
president. At the same time, we do not 
observe effective tools of pressure on 
Putin from the United States. Either 
Donald Trump does not want to use 
them, or he simply does not have them 
at his disposal, but does not want to 
admit it even to himself. And therefore 
Putin continues to put forward his own 
conditions.

Every day, new and new “probable 
details” of the conversations that took 
place between the presidents of the 
United States and the Russian Federa-
tion appear. These details are based, in 
particular, on the communication that 
Trump had with European leaders and 
the president of Ukraine shortly after 
the meeting in Anchorage. We have 
no direct Russian confirmations – nei-
ther of this information from the West-
ern media, nor of Trump’s own words. 
Therefore, it is quite likely that some 
important points are rather fantasies 
of the American president himself, not 
based on his dialogue with his Rus-
sian counterpart. Even hypothetically, 
these theses deserve consideration.

Putin's first condition: there will 
be no ceasefire without reaching a 
comprehensive peace agreement. 
This is the fundamental position of the 
Kremlin leadership. It is strikingly dif-
ferent from the proposal that Trump 
made immediately after his election as 
US president. Then he tried to involve 
Putin in the negotiation process after 
the ceasefire on the Russian-Ukrainian 
front. It was with this thesis that Trump 
started practically from his first tele-
phone conversation with the Russian 
leader. However, in May he abandoned 

the idea that the ceasefire should be 
unconditional ‒ and thus opened the 
way for the resumption of mock negoti-
ations in Istanbul, the purpose of which 
was not so much to end the war, but to 
create the appearance of a process of 
finding conditions for a potential pause 
on the front. Now, as we see, Trump is 
actually switching to Putin's position: 
his own words publicly confirm the 
change in approach ‒ they say, "a 
comprehensive peace is better than a 
shaky ceasefire that can be disrupted 
at any moment." Whether Trump was 
aware of this when he started calling 
Putin with the initial proposal, and why 
he changed his own position, is an 
open question.

Putin’s second condition: the 
so-called “territorial exchange.” 
Although in essence this is not an ex-
change at all, because we are talking 
about a situation where Russia would 
l ike to “exchange” some parts of 
Ukrainian territory for other parts of 
the same Ukrainian territory. More 
specifically: the Kremlin continues to 
insist that Ukrainian troops leave the 
entire territory of the Donetsk and Lu-
hansk regions of Ukraine. In return, 
Moscow promises to “freeze” the 
front lines in the Kherson and Zapo-
rizhia regions and “return” the areas 
that it currently occupies in the Sumy 
and Kharkiv regions. Even if we look at 
these demands formally, it becomes 
obvious: the withdrawal of Ukrainian 
troops from the vast territory of the 
Donetsk region is in no way commen-
surate with the small areas of the Su-
my and Kharkiv regions that Russia 
has recently seized.

There is also a deeper illogicality 
here. Firstly, Ukraine has no reason 
to withdraw its troops from territories 

The 34th Independence Day of Ukra-
ine this year was celebrated in an at-
mosphere of anxious expectations. 
After all, on the eve of the holiday in 
August, many events took place that 
could become signs of the continua-
tion of the war ‒ and possibly its end. 
For the first time in many years, the 
presidents of the United States and 
the Russian Federation met in Alaska. 
Although after the meeting itself, ne-
ither Donald Trump nor Vladimir Putin 
reported any real results, later the US 
president began to talk about the suc-
cess of these negotiations and even 
discussed their results with the Presi-
dent of Ukraine Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
and European leaders who had spe-
cially arrived in Washington for this 
purpose. After this summit, Trump ge-
nerally stated that he was preparing a 
bilateral meeting of the presidents of 
Russia and Ukraine, and in the future 

‒ a trilateral summit with his participa-
tion to reach an agreement on ending 
the war.

However, now, at least given the 
signals from the Kremlin, the meeting 
of Putin and Zelenskyy looks as unli-
kely as before Putin's talks with Trump. 
We do not see any real prospects for 
ending the war, despite the constant 
statements of Donald Trump and rep-
resentatives of his administration. I am 
even writing this text against the back-
drop of the report of another flight of 
Russian bombers to launch positions ‒ 
and therefore, before the threat of an-
other large-scale air strike on Ukraine. 

Please support Vitaly Portnikov's new project on the YouTube 
channel, where you will find his streams in English. Spread 
it among your friends who do not speak Ukrainian, so that 
more people in the world get acquainted with the events 
taking place in Ukraine.

https://www.youtube.com/@PortnikovPost

Vitaliy Portnykov ‒ 
leading Ukrainian political 
commentator, writer, 
and journalist
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controlled by the legitimate Ukrainian 
government, where Ukrainian citizens 
live and where there are no “legal” 
ties with the Russian occupation sys-
tem. Secondly, from the point of view 
of the Russian Federation itself, Do-
netsk, Luhansk, Kherson, and Zaporiz-
hia regions are “subjects of Russia”. 
Why then is Russia ready to agree that 
Ukraine will continue to control part of 
the territory that Moscow considers 

“its” and in return demands that Kyiv 
leave other territories that are also 
written in the Russian Constitution? 
This is beyond the logic of even Rus-
sian political thinking. So it seems that 
Putin proposed such an idea – if he 
really voiced it – rather for the purpo-
se of political destabilization in Ukrai-
ne, rather than for the purpose of find-
ing even a shred of compromise.

Putin's third condition: recogni-
tion of the sovereignty of the Rus-
sian Federation over Crimea. It is 
not even specified from whom the 
Kremlin demands such recognition ‒ 
from Ukraine or from other states, for 
example, from the United States. Let 
me remind you: at one time, Donald 
Trump proposed that the United States 

‒ in exchange for a ceasefire on the 
Russian-Ukrainian front ‒ consider 
the possibility of recognizing Russian 
sovereignty over Crimea. This, in turn, 
would make it possible to begin lifting 
sanctions against the Russian Federa-
tion. Perhaps Putin has really decided 
to return to this idea: if the Russian 
status of Crimea is recognized, then 
there will be an opportunity to fulfill an-
other condition ‒ the gradual lifting of 
at least part of Western sanctions. For 
the Kremlin, it would be ideal if Ukrai-
ne itself recognized Russia's sove-
reignty over Crimea ‒ using all those 
Russian fabrications about the "ille-

gal transfer" of the Crimean region of 
the RSFSR to the Ukrainian SSR. Then 
the Crimea issue could be “closed” by 
fixing it in agreements so that the vic-
tim country itself would recognize the 
legitimacy of its robbery. And then, at 
the next stage, Moscow would begin 
to demand recognition of Russia’s “so-
vereignty” over Donetsk, Luhansk, 
Kherson, and Zaporizhia regions. If 
this happens, Russia will have oppor-
tunities to occupy other Ukrainian re-
gions. This is a typical “salami” tactic 

– cut off piece by piece until the victim 
is completely weakened.

The fourth condition: Ukraine 
should be officially banned from 
joining the North Atlantic Alliance. 
Russia demands formal guarantees 
from NATO that none of the former 
Soviet republics will become a mem-
ber of the Alliance. However, NATO 
countries cannot make a decision at 
the block level that limits the sover-
eign choice of a candidate state, this 
contradicts the fundamental princip-
les and the Charter. Theoretically, the 

“way out” could be a step by Ukraine 
itself: changing the Constitution, de-
claring neutrality and, accordingly, 
self-prohibiting entry into NATO. How-
ever, these are extremely conditional 
guarantees. The Constitution can be 
changed as easily as it can be adop-
ted. Moreover, when Russia annexed 
Crimea in 2014, Ukraine was a non-
aligned state. Hence the logical con-
clusion: such “self-restraints” do not 
stop the aggressor. It is very difficult 
to understand why Moscow is convin-
ced that some constitutional amend-
ments can guarantee the immutability 
of Ukraine’s position. For example, in 
the event of a political crisis in Russia, 
when Kyiv, seizing the moment, can 
send an application to NATO. A vivid 

example is Finland: for decades, hav-
ing a “special relationship” with the 
USSR and Russia, it did not join the 
Alliance; but against the backdrop of 
the crisis caused by the Russian-
Ukrainian war, it decided to join, radi-
cally changing the military-political lo-
gistics in northern Europe.

The fifth condition: guarantees 
of Ukraine's security. There are cur-
rently considerable discussions aro-
und this. At a meeting with Trump, ac-
cording to diplomats, Putin allegedly 
agreed to discuss such guarantees. 
However, the vision of these guaran-
tees is radically different. The United 
States is proposing, conditionally spe-
aking, "Article 5 without NATO": that 
is, a de facto obligation to respond to 
aggression, but without Ukraine's for-
mal membership in the Alliance. From 
Russia's point of view, this looks just as 
threatening as Ukraine's direct acces-
sion to NATO, because it makes future 
attempts at occupation impossible: 
Western countries would then have 
to fight alongside Ukrainians, destroy 
strategic facilities on Russian territory, 
and potentially balance on the brink of 
nuclear escalation. How does this dif-
fer from full NATO membership if the 
Kremlin's plans are to retain the option 
of war against Ukraine in the future? 
There is no logical answer. That is why 
Putin is offering another "alternative": 
say, China as a security guarantor. In 
fact, we are talking about a new Buda-
pest Memorandum ‒ a document that 
Russia can again ignore as soon as it 
decides to repeat its attack on Ukraine.

The sixth condition: the state 
status of the Russian language ‒ 
at least in the part of the territory 
of Ukraine that Putin traditionally 
considers a "Bolshevik gift to Kyiv", 
that is, in the south and east. Also ‒ 
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the possibility of unhindered activity 
of the Russian Orthodox Church as a 

"civilizational" bridgehead of Moscow 
on Ukrainian soil. Putin understands 
perfectly well: if the Russian language 
and the Russian Church remain in 
Ukraine as institutional carriers of im-
perial identity, sooner or later ‒ by mi-
litary or political means ‒ Ukraine will 
again find itself in Russia's orbit. The 
aggressor seeks to lay down for his 
successors, if he fails to destroy our 
state now, such "soft" opportunities 
that will ultimately lead to the disso-
lution of Ukrainian statehood under 
the "civilizational" pressure of Russian 
culture, language and church ‒ as key 
components of expansion. Because 
missiles, bombs and deaths will be for-
gotten over time ‒ such is the logic of 
any war. The language and the church 
will remain and, believe me, will do their 
job. This is a classical example.

So, Russia has not abandoned any 
o f  t h e p a r a d i g m s o f  l i q u i d a t i n g 
Ukrainian statehood ‒ force, political 
or "civilizational". If not now ‒ then la-
ter. If not by brute force ‒ then by dis-
memberment and "normalization" 
through papers, seals and "guaran-
tees" worth as much as the Budapest 
Memorandum once cost.

This is the true essence of what 
happened in Anchorage during the 
meeting between the President of the 
United States Donald Trump and the 
President of Russia Vladimir Putin. 
Not a dialogue about peace and not 
even bargaining around the terms of 
a pause. This is a demonstration that 
the Kremlin is planning not so much 
the end or continuation of the war, but 
the gradual destruction of Ukraine ‒ 
fast or slow.

It is this plan that democratic co-
untries must oppose. The main role 
here is played by the United States. 
The tools for such a confrontation ac-
tually exist: the continuation and ex-
pansion of military aid to Ukraine, the 
strengthening of sanctions pressure 
on the Russian economy, the increase 
of the political and technological isola-
tion of the Kremlin, the strengthening 
of the stability of allies. Thus, current-
ly the US president says that Ameri-
ca “does not finance the war”, but 
only “sells weapons to the Europeans”, 
which they transfer to Ukraine. But the 
logic of the development of events, 
Russia’s blatant disregard for inter-
national law and a direct threat to the 
interests of the West will sooner or 

later force the American president 
to choose the only rational path ‒ the 
path of real, decisive and long-term 
support for Ukraine.

Because only then will we be able 
to talk not about fantasies, but about 

real steps towards peace ‒ a just 
peace, which makes new aggression 
impossible. And only then will the Au-
gust holiday cease to be a holiday of 
anxious expectations and again be-
come a holiday of hope.
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In the late 1950s and early 1960s, 
Santa Clara County began to change. 
Orchards and farmland gave way to 
new industries as companies like Hew-
lett-Packard, Intel and Fairchild paved 
the way for what we now know as Sil-
icon Valley. With this exciting growth 
came new careers, new technologies 

‒ and new waves of immigrants.
Among them were Ukrainians, many 

of whom had first settled on the East 
Coast before making their way west. 
They came from New York and New 
Jersey, from Massachusetts and Phi-
ladelphia, from Chicago and Detroit, 
and even from Belgium and Australia. 
Drawn by the good weather and new 
opportunities, they found each other 
here in California and began building a 
Ukrainian community together.

By 1965, there was already a strong 
Ukrainian presence in the South Bay, 
centered around Mission Saint Volo-
dymyr, established by Father Andrew 
Mykyta. The new arrivals joined the 
older wave of immigrants and, together, 
began to put down roots.

Three pioneering families ‒ Zenon 
and Vera Zubrucky, George and Ha-
lene Marenin, and Vitali and Olga Vizir 
Kelly ‒ were among the first to settle 

HISTORY OF UKRAINIAN NATIONAL 
WOMEN'S LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
(UNWLA) BRANCH 107 IN SANTA 
CLARA, CALIFORNIA

in the valley. Their friendships, made 
by chance meetings, grew into lifelong 
bonds and helped set the foundation 
for what was to come.

As in many immigrant communities, 
the men went to work while the women 
took on the important role of creating 
Ukrainian life here in California. Two 
women stand out in those early years: 
Yaroslava “Slavcia” Orenchuk of Mas-
sachusetts and Halyna “Hala” Steciw 
of Philadelphia. Both had been active 
members of the Ukrainian National 
Women’s League of America (UNWLA) 
on the east coast, and when they set-
tled in Santa Clara County, they want-
ed to continue that work.

With the help of UNWLA headquar-
ters in New York (by letter, in those 
pre-computer days!), they connected 
with other Ukrainian women and soon 
formed Branch 107. Founding mem-
bers included Slavcia Orenchuk, Hala 
Steciw, Stefa Merkelo, Vera Zubrucky, 
Olga Vizir Kelly, Tania Tatarko, and 
Sonia Kennedy. By the late 1960s, the 
Ukrainian diaspora in California was 
thriving ‒ and Branch 107 was officially 
born.

Through the years, our branch has 
grown and flourished. Many of us are 
proud to say we’ve been members for 
more than 50 years. In the early 1970s, 
we organized a kindergarten and 
school so our children could continue 
speaking Ukrainian and learning our 
culture. We started a dance group, em-

broidered evening wear for our events, 
and formed a choir. We gathered for 
annual picnics, sang Christmas carols 
at Ukrainian homes, and celebrated 
our traditions together.

We also gave back. From scholar-
ships for students, to support for wid-
ows, to aid for Ukrainian communities 
in Brazil, our fundraising reached far 
beyond Silicon Valley. Between 2010 
and 2020, Branch 107 sent nearly 
200 boxes of clothing to orphanages 
in Ukraine and packages to sailors in 
Mariupol. The letters of thanks remind-
ed us that our efforts mattered.

Everything changed in 2022, when 
Russia invaded Ukraine. All of the work 
we had been doing took on a deeper 
urgency. Alongside UNWLA headquar-
ters, we began raising funds for hospi-
tals, purchasing medical equipment for 
the wounded, and supporting women 
in the armed forces. We also learned to 
advocate ‒ meeting with our represen-
tatives in Congress, educating them 
about Ukraine’s history, and working to 
ensure support for our homeland.

Today, Branch 107 is 50 members 
strong. We carry with us the spirit of the 
women who founded our branch more 
than half a century ago, and we remain 
committed to our mission: preserving 
our culture, supporting our community, 
and standing proudly for a free and in-
dependent Ukraine.

Our story is still being written ‒ and 
together, we will keep it going.

Orest Balytsky D.M.D.

(707) 763�2170

Diplomate, American Board of Endodontics

www.petalumaendo.com
orbendo17@msn.com

Nora Mason ‒ co-founder 
of Branch 107 of the Ukrainian 
National Women's League of 
America (UNWLA) in Santa 
Clara, California
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Oles Doniy

ETERNAL NEGOTIATIONS 
OUTSIDE AND 
MONOPOLIZATION INSIDE

August 2025 demonstrated that 
Ukraine found itself in a trap of double 
uncertainty. Outside ‒ endless nego-
tiations that do not bring peace closer, 
but only create the illusion of diploma-
tic activity. Inside ‒ consistent actions 
of the authorities to monopolize cont-
rol over all key institutions, which for 
the first time after the full-scale inva-
sion gave rise to youth protests, which 
seemed to remind: democracy cannot 
be "cardboard".

Two fronts ‒ external and internal ‒ 
showed the same logic: delaying time 
and the desire to maintain control.

I. Geopolitical scene: Alaska, 
Washington and the triad paradox.

1. Expectations of a “new Yalta”.
The meeting between Trump and 

Putin in Alaska, as well as negotiations 
in Washington with the participation 
of Zelenskyy and European leaders, 
were presented by the American Presi-
dent as a chance for a “breakthrough”. 
American meds wrote about the possi-
bility of a “new Yalta”, while in Kyiv they 
grumbled through their teeth about the 
risk of being forced to a “new Minsk”.

However, instead of decisions, we 
saw another show: statements, pro-
tocol photos, diplomatic smiles, a red 
carpet in front of the Kremlin dictator, 
the actual legitimization of a Russian 
serial killer ‒ and not a single concrete 
document.

2. Who wants what?

And neither of them is ready to give in 
to their own logic.

4. The consequences of the “big 
pause.”

The result is no guarantees, no plans, 
no calendar. Only a postponed deci-
sion. For Ukraine, this means further 
exhaustion from the war, further hu-
man losses. For Europe, it means an 
aggravation of the contradictions bet-
ween the countries that want a “com-
promise” (which so far looks like an 

“honorable surrender” of Ukraine) and 
those who advocate a hard line. For 
the US, it is doubtful that Trump is 
able to reach a real agreement in this 
long-running war.

A regime of eternal waiting that lasts 
from month to month, and may last 
from year to year.

II. The domestic front: the 
story of NABU and the “cardboard 
Maidan”.

1. Bankova’s offensive.
While geopolitics were being dis-

cussed in Washington, Bankova was 
preparing an internal “turnaround” in 
Kyiv. The bill that de facto subordina-
ted NABU (National Anti-Corruption 
Bureau of Ukraine) and SAB (Special-
ized Anti-corruption Prosecution) to 
the President was an attempt to put 
the latter, although not very effective, 
but formally still relatively indepen-
dent anti-corruption bodies under 
control. Officially, the authorities 
spoke of “coordination”. However, in 
part of society this was perceived as 

“monopolization”.
2. Youth against “cardboard 

democracy”.
It was a surprise to almost everyone 

that it was the youth who spoke out 
against this monopolization. Students, 
IT professionals, and activists came 
out in Kyiv near the Ivan Franko Theater 
and to the central squares of many ot-
her cities with painted and written 
cardboards, ridiculing “cardboard de-
mocracy”. This is undoubtedly a posi-
tive: a generation that is often consid-
ered apolitical has for the first time ex-
pressed itself en masse through street 

The August meetings vividly empha-
sized the asymmetry of interests of the 
three key players.

Donald Trump. His position is ex-
tremely frank, and to his credit ‒ con-
sistent: he wants reconciliation. “Ame-
rica will no longer pay for other peop-
le’s wars,” he said in Washington, re-
peating a thesis that had previously 
been his campaign mantra. For Trump, 
ending the war is not geopolitics, but 
a business logic that he understands 
better: too expensive for taxpayers. 
In his understanding, “peace” means 

“removing Ukraine from the American 
balance of payments.”

Volodymyr Zelenskyy. For him, “pea-
ce” sounds like surrender (and, after 
all, that’s what Russian “proposals” 
look like so far). “We will not give up a 
single piece of our land, we are fighting 
for victory,” he said after the Washing-
ton talks. For him, victory is the return 
of territories, the strengthening of the 
state and himself, and the preservati-
on of the image of a “leader in war.” His 
political survival directly depends on 
whether he can avoid compromises 
that look like defeat.

Vladimir Putin. The Kremlin criminal, 
on the contrary, speaks of “special op-
eration goals” that “will be achieved in 
any case.” For him, victory means not 
just the seizure of certain Ukrainian 
territories, but also the conscious de-
struction of Ukrainian subjectivity and 
a demonstration to the West and the 
demonstration that Russia is stronger. 
There is no place for the word “peace” 
in his rhetoric, and “victory” means the 
collapse of Ukraine as a successful 
and promising state.

3. The paradox of the triad.
So, the only one who really wants 

to stop the war under any conditions 
is Trump. But he is the one who is not 
fighting. And those who are fighting 

‒ Zelenskyy and Putin ‒ do not want 
peace, they want victory.

Hence the impasse of the August 
negotiations. For Trump, the main 
thing is to save money. For Zelenskyy 
and Putin, saving face through victory. 

EXCLUSIVE FOR HROMADA

Oles Doniy ‒ 
Ukrainian journalist, TV 
presenter, politician, public 
and cultural figure
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protests.
It is not worth idealizing: the protest 

mobilization took place largely thanks 
to a network of so-called “anti-corrup-
tion organizations” that are dependent 
on grants from Western embassies 
and foundations. A significant part of 
these structures has been engaged in 
PR and cooperation with the same an-
ti-corruption bodies around which the 
conflict erupted for years.

So, the symbolism of the protest 
was strong, but its topic remained 

“short”: the youth did not openly touch 
on more serious problems of demo-
cracy ‒ for example, the lack of elec-
tions in the country or the degrada-
tion of state institutions.

3. Bankova’s (Office of the President 
of Ukraine) scare.

Despite the limited demands, the 
authorities reacted nervously. The 
draft law was immediately revised, the 
rhetoric was softened. The youth de-
clared a “victory.” Indeed, even in such 
a “narrow” format, the protest demon-

strated that at least some part of so-
ciety is still capable of taking to the 
streets and intimidating the authorities.

4. A sophisticated revenge.
However, the joy was short-lived. 

A few days after the adoption of the 
compromise law and the end of the 
protests, a showy gesture took place: 
both heads of the NABU and the SAB 
came “on the carpet” to the President. 
Formally, according to the law, they 
are not subordinate to him. But the 
very fact of this visit became a symbol: 
Zelenskyy demonstrated “who is the 
boss in the house.”

This was Bankova’s sophisticated 
revenge. The authorities temporarily 
retreated under pressure from the 
street, but then turned the situation 
around in their favor. Having symboli-
cally given the society a “victory,” they 
actually consolidated control even 
more firmly.

III. Redemption or reform. Youth 
going abroad.

1. An unexpected decision.

Shor tly af ter the protests, the 
authorities took a loud step: they al-
lowed young men aged 18-21 to go 
abroad, provided they had military re-
gistration documents (registration in 
the “Reserve+” system). Formally, for 
training. Unofficially, to weaken the pro-
test potential.

2. A double reading
For some, it became a gesture of 

humanity. But for many, it looks like re-
demption: they say, "you fight against 
corruption, and we will give you the op-
portunity to go abroad, and not create 
problems here."

“Attempt to buy the silence of youth” 
is exactly the reaction we hear most 
often.

3. Strategic risks.
The decision to close the borders 

for men aged 18-60, which the autho-
rities made back in February 2022, is 
extremely harmful for many reasons: 
it is harmful to the army, harmful to 
the economy, harmful to education, 
harmful to demography, harmful to 
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democracy. The authorities' new de-
cision may reduce the protest poten-
tial of the small age category of 18-21, 
but in return there will be a reason for 
discussion in society: why does the 
authorities allow themselves to violate 
the Constitution again and take away 
the constitutional right to movement 
from other age groups?

Conclusions: August as a mirror.
August became a mirror in which 

the dual logic of the authorities was 
reflected:

Outside ‒ endless negotiations, 
where the only one who wants "peace" 
is Trump, but he is not fighting. Those 
who are fighting ‒ do not want peace, 
but only victory. Therefore, the "great 
diplomatic breakthrough" turns into an 
eternal postponement.

Inside ‒ an attack on independent 
institutions, which caused a protest. 
The authorities make symbolic retreats, 
but in essence concentrate power in 
their hands.

Part of society ‒ responds with pro-
tests, even small, but very eloquent.

The Ukrainian authorities seem to be 
stuck between two fears: outside ‒ the 
fear of being left without the support 
of the West, inside ‒ the fear of a new 
Maidan. And that is why it follows the 
path of imitation: negotiations without 
decisions, reforms without indepen-
dence, concessions without changes.

In politics, as in life, there are no 
eternal pauses. Sooner or later, the 
moment will come when either the 
negotiations will end in an agreement, 
or society will no longer accept "card-
board concessions."

On August 19, 2025, Santa Clara 
Mayor Lisa Gilmor issued a proclama-
tion on Ukraine’s Independence Day. 
She also recognized the contributions 
of the Ukrainian community to not only 
the city of Santa Clara but also the enti-
re Silicon Valley. The ceremony was 
also graced by Ukrainian Consul 
Oleksiy Khorosh and Ukrainian Wo-
men’s Union Chapter 107 Chair Iryna 
Anpilogova. The Ukrainian Women’s 
Union first held a similar ceremony on 
August 11 in Santa Cruz, California.

SANTA CLARA INDEPENDENCE DAY 
PROCLAMATION
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One hundred years. That’s how 
long the Ukrainian National Women’s 
League of America (UN W L A) has 
been shaping histor y ‒ upli f t ing 
communit ies, preser v ing culture, 
and standing steadfast in defense of 
Ukraine and women’s voices across 
generations.

On October 19, 2025, we invite you 
to be part of something extraordinary: 
the UNWLA Centennial Celebration 
in New York City. Held at the iconic 
Bohemian National Hall, this special 
gala marks a defining moment in our 
organization’s legacy ‒ and we want 
you there to celebrate with us.

The afternoon will feature the world 
premiere of “A Legacy in Motion”, 
an original, stirring multimedia stage 
performance created by NASHI Pro-
ductions that brings our story to life. 
Through archival footage, dramatic 
visuals, music, and narration, the per-
formance will take guests on a journey 
from our 1925 founding to the frontline 
work of today. It will honor the women 
who came before us ‒ and inspire the 
next generation of Soyuzianky to carry 
the torch.

Following the performance, guests 
will enjoy an elegant reception with 
fine beverages including our signatu-
re cocktail, curated culinary delights, 
and heartfelt conversation among fri-
ends, and change-makers from across 
the country. With the stunning Bohe-
mian National Hall reserved for the 
afternoon, attendees will have space 
to celebrate, connect, and reflect in 
true Ukrainian style.

Tickets are now available  at 
https://shorturl.at/Ma5DU, or by cal-
ling 1(908) 759-1771. Space is limited 
and demand is high ‒ we encourage 
you to reserve your place soon.

Want to do even more? Become a 
Centennial Sponsor. Sponsorship le-
vels begin at just $500, with visibility 
in the program, signage, and UNWLA’s 
national newsletter, Our Life magazi-
ne. Whether you’re honoring a loved 
one, representing your organization, or 
simply wanting to support our mission 
in a meaningful  way, sponsorship of-

VISIT
UNWLA.ORG
OR SCAN QR
CODE FOR
TICKETS
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EXPERIENCE A LEGACY IN MOTIONEXPERIENCE A LEGACY IN MOTION  

OCT 19, 2025; 1:30PM
BOHEMIAN NATIONAL HALL
321 EAST 73 STREET,
NEW YORK, NY 10021

JOIN US IN CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF UNWLA — A CENTURY OF
SISTERHOOD UNITED FOR UKRAINE. 

Proceeds will benefit the UNWLA’s humanitarian programs supporting the Ukrainian people. 
UNWLA is a 501 (c)(3). ein: 23-640-4061 203 2nd Avenue,New York, NY 10003 
For ticket-related questions, please contact +1(908)-759-1771

LEGACY IN MOTION IS A POWERFUL MULTIMEDIA PERFORMANCE OF
RESILIENCE, HISTORY, AND HOPE THAT HONORS UNWLA’S ENDURING
COMMITMENT TO PRESERVING THE PAST AND BUILDING THE FUTURE. 
THE CELEBRATION CONTINUES WITH THE CENTENNIAL RECEPTION — AN
ELEGANT EVENING OF CURATED CUISINE, FINE BEVERAGES, AND
SPIRITED CONVERSATION.

UNWLA CENTENNIAL GALA: 
CELEBRATE A CENTURY OF 
IMPACT ON OCTOBER 19!

fers a special opportunity to be part of 
something lasting.

You can also pledge now and 
contribute over time ‒ monthly, qu-
arterly, or at your own pace. Every 
do-nation, whether large or small, is a 
step toward securing our future.

Together, let’s honor the past, celeb-
rate the present, and invest in a future 
where Ukrainian women’s voices con-

tinue to lead. This isn’t just a gala. It’s 
a once-in-a-lifetime gathering. It’s a 
tribute to courage, community, and 
continuity, and it won’t be complete 
without you.

J o i n u s.  H o n o r t h e l e g a cy. 
Empower the future!                   

https://shorturl.at/Ma5DU
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Fr. Roman Bebesiuk | SPIRITUAL TREASURY
EXCLUSIVE FOR HROMADA

THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT OF 
GOD: "HONOR YOUR FATHER AND 
YOUR MOTHER, THAT IT MAY BE 
WELL WITH YOU AND THAT YOU MAY 
LIVE LONG ON THE EARTH"

Introduction
The Lord God, giving us the Ten 

Commandments, dedicated the first 
three to Him, and the other seven for 
our good. Among them, the fourth 
Commandment is in first place, be-
cause the family is the foundation of 
the people, the Church and the state. It 
is in the family that we are born, here 
we are fed, raised and prepared for life. 
The family is a small but most important 
cell of society. What a family is, such is 
the people, such is the community.

CHILDREN'S DUTIES TOWARDS 
PARENTS

Why should parents be honored?
Parents are the first people in life to 

welcome a child into the world, give 
him life, take care of his body and soul, 
ensure his development, love and up-
bringing. A child's relationship with his 
parents is the first and most important 
experience of trust, respect and love.

The Holy Scriptures clearly state 
that honoring one's parents is not just 
politeness, but the fulfillment of God's 

commandment, which leads to a good 
life and long years on earth.

"He who honors his father is free from 
sin. He who honors his mother is like a 
storehouse of treasures... Remember 
that they bore you: how will you repay 
them?" (Sir. 3:3-4). 

How is respect for parents 
manifested?

Respect is not just words, but con-
crete actions and attitudes:

1. External respect ‒ politeness, 
kind words, help with household cho-
res, caring for parents in times of need. 
Parents should not be disrespected, 
even if they have some shortcomings 
or weaknesses.

2. Love and attention ‒ caring for 
them, especially in old age, support, 
help in everyday life, prayer for their 
health and salvation.

3. Obedience ‒ children should 
obey their parents, respect their advi-
ce and instructions.

Modern challenges
In the modern world, it is easy to lose 

this respect: selfishness, independen-
ce, indifference, digital technologies 
that captivate us from morning to 
night often take away time and atten-
tion from parents. Especially if we live 
far from home, let's not forget to call, 
write, take an interest in their lives, and 
stay in touch, because every call, every 
word of concern is a manifestation of 
respect, love, and attention, which is 
very important for our parents and for 
ourselves. 

PARENTS' RESPONSIBILITIES IN 
RAISING CHILDREN

Responsibility of Parents
The commandment not only requi-

res children to respect their parents, 
but also imposes on parents the duty 
to raise their children well. Education 
is a complex and responsible process 
of forming a person, which affects the 

future of the people, the Church and 
society as a whole.

Pope Leo XIII said that the educati-
on of young people is the renewal of 
the world. The German philosopher 
Leibniz said: "Give me the education of 
a child, and I will transform the world." 
This emphasizes how important this 
mission is.

What is upbringing?
Upbringing is the process of for-

ming the heart, mind, will and soul of a 
child. It prepares a child for life, teach-
es him love for God, respect for other 
people, responsibility for his actions, 
moral standards.

It is important that upbringing is not 
only about material or mental things, 
but also contains spiritual values. Up-
bringing without faith is incomplete, 
because it is not able to form a full-
fledged personality.

The main duty of parents is to 
give a good upbringing

No one but parents has such full 
responsibility for upbringing children. 
The church and school can help, but 
the family is the first and most import-
ant school. It forms the foundations of 
character, morality and faith.

The importance of parents' 
personal example

The words of parents have great 
power, but their example is even more 
influential. Saint John Chrysostom 
said that the behavior of parents is a 
book from which children learn. If par-
ents live honestly, justly and believe, 
children see this and follow it.

This is especially true of faith: if pa-
rents do not pray and do not participa-
te in church life, a child may lose faith.

Why is faith important?
Faith is not just an adornment of 

life or an addition to upbringing. It is 
its foundation, without which no family 
and no nation can survive. Just as a 

Fr. lic. Roman Bebesiuk ‒ 
priest of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church at the 
Church of the Immaculate 
Conception in San Francisco 
and the Church of St. 
Volodymyr in Santa Clara
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house without a solid foundation col-
lapses from the slightest push, so the 
life of a person without faith becomes 
shaky and vulnerable to the storms of 
the world.

- The foundation of morality and 
worldview.

Faith shapes a person from the in-
side: his or her outlook on life, the abi-
lity to distinguish good from evil, the 
strength to resist temptations. It tea-
ches that true freedom does not lie in 
permissiveness, but in fidelity to God's 
commandments.

- The role of parents.
Parents have the first task of teach-

ing their children to pray, to love God, 
the Church, and their neighbor. Beca-
use a child learns not only words, but 
also example. If parents sincerely pray, 
profess their faith, and live by it, then 
children will grow up in the light of truth.

- The power of family prayer.
Joint prayer at home is like a home 

altar on which the family builds unity 
and peace. In times of war, it is espe-
cially felt that prayer is the greatest 
weapon against evil, because it opens 
the heart to God's grace and brings 
peace to where fear reigns.

- Faith and Ukraine.
Today, when our Motherland is ex-

periencing difficult trials, it is faith that 

helps our people to endure. It supports 
soldiers at the front, mothers waiting 
for their sons scattered around the 
world, and those who have lost their 
homes. Faith strengthens love for the 
Motherland, because it reminds us 
that we are called to live not only for 
ourselves, but also for others, and that 
God does not abandon His people.

THE ROLE OF THE FATHER IN 
UPBRINGING

The father performs a unique role in 
the family: he is the head and guard-
ian of the family, forms the mind, will, 
and character of children. His words, 
actions, and lifestyle become the first 
lessons for children, as they learn to 
follow what they see in their own home. 
Through the father's example, children 
learn respect for God, the Church, the 
state, and society.

The father not only leads the family, 
but also becomes its moral and spiri-
tual guide. His duty is to instill values 
in children, to raise them in a spirit of 
responsibility, honesty and conscien-
tiousness. When the father lives ac-
cording to these values, his authority 
becomes natural, and the children wil-
lingly take his example as the basis of 
their own lives.

The spiritual leadership of the fa-
ther is manifested in daily prayer, par-

ticipation in the Liturgy, Confession 
and Communion. These actions show 
children that faith is not only words, 
but also concrete daily actions. It is 
through such practices that the father 
helps the child understand the value of 
the spiritual life and the importance of 
closeness to God.

Pope Pius XII emphasized: "The 
Lord rewards not only the servant for 
the talents he uses, but also the father 
who lovingly nurtures a life that is 
worth more than gold or silver."

MOTHER'S ROLE IN UPBRINGING
Mother is the first educator, who 

gives the first words, the first touches, 
the first prayers. It is from the mother 
that the child receives the initial ideas 
about good and evil, learns compas-
sion, attentiveness and respect for 
others. Her presence and love are a 
vital necessity for the physical and 
spiritual health of the child. Without 
maternal support, even the most in-
telligent child will feel inner emptiness 
and lack of emotional support.

Mother often becomes the most im-
portant authority and role model. For 
girls, she is the first ideal of femininity, 
patience, love and kindness. For boys, 
she is a symbol of care, wisdom and 
honesty. Through maternal upbringing, 
children learn to respect others, love 
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foundation of a strong family and a 
healthy society. Love for God, the Mo-
therland and our neighbor is the key to 
a happy and long life.

So each of us must protect and 
cherish these values, pass them on to 
future generations, building a better 
future for ourselves and our country.

God and neighbors, learn moral prin-
ciples and Christian values.

LOVE FOR MOTHERLAND AND 
PEOPLE

Love for parents and family natu-
rally extends to love for the Mother-
land, people, language and culture. 
The Motherland is our Mother, which 
gives us roots, history, traditions and 
strength that cannot be borrowed from 
another country. Just as one cannot 
replace one’s own mother with another 
woman, no other land can become a 
true Motherland.

Love for the Motherland is manifest-
ed by nurturing language, culture and 
spirituality. This means remembering 
where we come from, appreciating tra-
ditions and raising children in the spi-
rit of love for our native people. In dif-
ficult times, when war destroys life, it 
is our love for the land and people that 

determines whether we will preserve 
the nation, language and culture for fu-
ture generations.

The Fourth Commandment of God is 
not just a command, but a call to love, 
respect and responsibility. It concerns 
everyone ‒ children, parents, and the 
entire nation. Honoring parents and 
taking good care of children is the 

Fall in love with our new  
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We are looking for volunteers to distribute 
the newspaper "Hromada" in 

Los Angeles and the surrounding area.

Please write to us at 
info@hromada.us
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On August 13, 2025, Maestro Greg 
(Hryhoriy) Hallick-Holutiak passed 
away suddenly. In the Ukrainian dias-
pora of California, Gregory P. Hallick-
Holutiak was known as the conductor 
of the Kobzar choir, which carried 
Ukrainian culture to the United States, 
performing with the Pasadena Symp-
hony Orchestra and the Los Angeles 
Doctor’s Symphony Orchestra. Toget-
her with these outstanding orchestras, 
the Kobzar performed over 20 joint 
concerts, which included Ukrainian 
Christmas carols, Ukrainian patriotic/
folk music, and many other musical 
genres. Under the leadership of Hry-
horiy the Kobzar performed programs 
with world-renowned artists such as 
Stefan Szkafarowky of the Metro-
politan Opera in New York, Honored 
Artist of Ukraine Vasyl Nechepa, and 
world-renowned Irish tenor Anthony 
Kearns.

Greg studied music theory, compo-
sition, conducting, and arranging at 
West Chester State Teachers College 
in eastern Pennsylvania. He studied 
conducting under several renowned 
Ukrainian musicians, such as Volo-
dymyr Kolesnyk, Volodymyr Bozhyk, 
Petro Kondratenko, Dmytro Yakuben-
ko, and Rev. Stephen Gallik-Golutyak. 
He also studied in the UK. Greg be-
came choir director of the St. Andrew’s 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Los An-
geles in 1973 and served as principal 
conductor until 2014, at the age of 41. 
He became conductor of the Ukrainian 
National Kobzar Choir in 1985, a posi-
tion he held for 29 years. Under his 
leadership, the Kobzar Choir’s reper-
toire expanded to include Ukrainian 
classical, national, folk, and patriotic 
works. He also began writing arrange-
ments for a symphony orchestra to ac-
company the Kobzar choir.

The newspaper “Hromada” once 
asked Natalia Karpenko to interview 
Mr. Gregory. Today, in memory of Ma-
estro Gregory P. Gallik-Golutyak, we 
present to you this interview, in which 
he described his musical journey 
through life in his own words.

1. Where were you born and how 
did this place influence you?

I was born on June 29, 1953 in the 
New England region of the United 
States – not far from Boston. The 
church parish my Father was assigned 
to (my Father was a Priest in the Or-

IN MEMORY OF GREGORY 
P. HALLICK-HOLUTIAK

thodox Church of the United States) 
did not influence me much as he was 
transferred and our family moved to 
Cleveland, Ohio when I was 3 years 
old. At that time, I was a typical young 
boy who liked playing and having fun. 
Mostly I learned about Church things 
and how important a strong family is 
and developed a deep respect and 
love for my parents, brother and sis-
ters, and the Church.

2. When did you first realize that 
you wanted to pursue music?

I am not sure exactly at what age 
I was when I knew I wanted to pursue 
music as a career/vocation. Upon en-
tering the University level of education, 
I believe, is the time when I became 
completely interested in music… but 
from a technical standpoint – mean-
ing I wanted to understand HOW mu-
sic was written in all forms (choral and 
symphonic), why it was written that way 
and how all the “rules” of music applied. 
I wanted to know the intricacies of how 
music gave its inspiration, its ability 
to move one’s emotions. How words 
(text) made the music get its message 
across to the people hearing it that the 

composer wanted to evoke.
3. What were your first music 

lessons? Who was your teacher?
My first music lessons started at a 

very young age. Although my Father 
was a priest, he was a first rate musi-
cian and started my brother, sisters, 
and me out early by having us sing on 
family outings while driving in the car. 
I began piano lessons at age 5 or so 
and DID NOT LIKE to sit and practice. I 
wanted to play what I wanted, not what 
I was given to play. I guess, that was the 
very beginning of me wanting to write/
compose, but was not something I un-
derstood at that time. I just knew that I 
wanted to play what I wanted to play. I 
also began playing the mandolin in the 
local Ukrainian Church Mandolin Or-
chestra, played the clarinet and oboe 
in my Middle School orchestra.

4. Who influenced your decision 
to become a composer?

This is not an easy question to an-
swer. I had several conductor/teachers 
who I studied with that influenced me, 
and I had a few favorite composers that 
I admired and used as a measuring lev-
el for myself. My conductor teachers 



HROMADA N°94 | San Francisco | September 2025

To place ads, advertisement, and other messages: info@hromada.us
Hromada, PO Box 27134, San Francisco, CA 94127

15
included my Father – Very Rev. Ste-
phen Hallick-Holutiak, Petro Kon-
dratenko, Volodymyr Kolesnyk, and 
Dmytro Yakubenko (singer/assistant 
conductor with the famous Koshetz 
Choir that traveled the world promot-
ing Ukrainian culture and music from 
1918 to 1924). I was greatly influenced 
by Ukrainian musical scholars Mykola 
Lysenko, Kyrylo Stetcenko, Mykola 
Leontovych, and my FAVORITE – Olek-
sander Koshetz. My decision to begin 
writing music and composing started 
more from the perspective of a per-
sonal desire to see what I could write… 
if I could write, and how my endeavors 
ultimately would sound. It was more 
of a personal evolution, because I be-
lieve everyone has the ability to come 
up with a melody and build on it… most 
people just lack the foundational train-
ing to write it down.

5. What composers or musical 
genres have had the greatest 
influence on you?

I listed the composers who had the 
greatest influence on me in my answer 
to question #4. But I would add these 
as well – D. Bortniansky, A. Vedel, 
Wolfgang Mozart, Ludwig Beethoven, 
M. Verbitskiy, J. Bach, these are sev-
eral from the classical era, including 
Ukrainian composers whose work af-
fected me the most.

There is not one musical genre that 
influenced me more than any other… 
except perhaps for Ukrainian Liturgical 
music. Ukrainian music themes had/
have the greatest hold on my style and 
ability to write for. Ukrainian style of 
music is quite mysterious and reach-
es deeply into one’s soul. Depending 
upon the particular piece and text of 
that piece, many different moods can 
be created and expressed. I try to 
make my pieces move through differ-
ent key signatures to give the piece 
a unique representation. Changing 
keys upward helps create an uplifting 
message for the listerner. I try to keep 
people’s interest by changing keys and 
challenging the choir to master the 
piece. His method keeps everyone’s 
interest… from the singers, the or-
chestra and the audience.

6. What role do you think music 
plays in expressing human 
feelings?

Music is often hailed as a universal 
language. Regardless of one’s geo-
graphical origins or linguistic capabili-
ties, the essence of a song can be felt 
and appreciated. This transcendent 
quality of music allows it to commu-
nicate emotions, stories, and experi-
ences without the constraint of words, 
forging connections between diverse 

cultures.
The process of perceiving music is 

multifaceted, involving various cogni-
tive systems that help us decode the 
emotional content of music. Emotion-
al intelligence plays a vital role in this 
process, enabling us to discern and in-
terpret the complex layers of emotions 
being communicated through melody, 
rhythm, and harmony. Emotional pro-
cessing within the context of music 
involves recognizing and predicting 
emotional cues, a skill that we can im-
prove upon over time with practice and 
active listening.

Our ability to understand and inter-
act with music also depends on our 
music perception – a cognitive pro-
cess that allows us to identify pitch, 
rhythm, and melodic patterns. This 
further influences how we emotionally 
react to different types of music, en-
hancing our overall experience and the 
feelings it evokes.

Through engaging in musical activi-
ties, whether listening, playing an inst-
rument or singing, we exercise these 
cognitive processes and, as a result, 
strengthen our emotional processing 
abilities, supporting our ability to ex-
press and understand feelings.

Music has the ability to bring peo-
ple together by the instruments they 
play, a shared interest in a particular 
style of music and who doesn’t love 
the spine-tingling sounds of a huge or-

chestral crescendo? We all have been 
known to move our feet irresistibly 
to the rhythm of a drum beat or sing-
ing our hearts out to encourage our 
favourite sports team. We all are, when 
words fail us, and wherever we are in 
the world, you are understood through 
music. Music is a universal gift, and its 
power to unite people is undeniable. It 
is an art form that is centered on hu-
man interaction. The joy you can deri-
ve from music will help lift your spirits 
and that of everyone else involved.

Whether it’s learning your favorite 
tune, performing on stage or a good 
old sing-a-long with your friends, mu-
sic brings fun!

7. How would you describe your 
musical style? What sets your 
music apart from others?

I would call my musical style eclec-
tic, meaning I don’t think I have a par-
ticular style as I try to deal with each 
piece I am working on as it’s own form. 
Each genre of music has it’s own lan-
guage one must try to follow. Religious 
pieces, I feel, should inspire prayer or 
deep thought and soul searching. Pa-
triotic pieces MUST evoke strength 
and create a feeling and mood of love 
of country and fellow countrymen. I 
think that style is what sets me apart 
from other musicians. I try NOT to be 
repetitive in themes and want to ap-
proach things in ways that the people 
listening are moved.
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Total enemy combat losses

UKRAINIAN NEWS

According to the General Staff, the 
total combat losses of the enemy from 
February 24, 2022 to August   31, 2025 
are approximately as follows:

Personnel ‒ 1,082,140 people were 
eliminated,

Tanks ‒ 11,151 units,
Armored personnel carriers ‒ 

23,212 units,
Artillery systems ‒ 32,199  units,
MLRS ‒ 1,476 units,
Air defense systems ‒ 1,213 units,
Aircraft ‒ 422 units,
Helicopters ‒ 340 units,
Operational and tactical level UAVs ‒ 

55,062 units,
Cruise missiles ‒ 3,664 units,
Ships and boats ‒ 28 units,
Submarines ‒ 1 unit,
Vehicles and tankers ‒ 60,305 units,
Special equipment ‒ 3,952 units.

Aid to Ukraine
EU
Ukraine has received more than 4 

billion euros from the European Union. 
Of these, 3.05 billion euros came in the 
form of a loan under the Ukraine Facili-
ty, another 1 billion euros as part of the 
EU contribution under the G7 initiative.

The funds will be used to cover pri-
ority social and humanitarian expens-
es. The Ministry of Finance indicated 
that in order to receive the tranche, the 
state has implemented a number of 
reforms in the fight against corruption, 
public administration, digital transfor-
mation, the agricultural sector, region-
al policy and ecology.

It recently became known that the 
European Union has received the third 
tranche of extraordinary income from 

frozen assets of the Central Bank of 
the Russian Federation in the amount 
of 1.6 billion euros. Of this amount, 
more than 95% – more than 1.5 billion 
euros – will be used to repay Ukraine's 
loans.

As a reminder, in July, the European 
Union provided Ukraine with another 
tranche of 1 billion euros, obtained 
from prof i ts from frozen Russian 
assets.

USA
The administration of US President 

Donald Trump has approved the sale 
of 3,350 E x tended Range At tack 
Munition (ERAM) aircraft missiles to 
Ukraine, which are to be delivered to 
Kyiv in about six weeks.

The United States has also appro-
ved the sale of $203.5 million in repair, 
maintenance and logistics services for 
M777 howitzers to Ukraine.

Germany
The German government intends to 

provide Ukraine with nine billion euros 
in financial assistance annually over 
the next few years. This was announ-
ced by Vice Chancellor and Finance 
Minister Lars Klingbeil during his visit 
to Kyiv.

He noted that the decision has al-
ready been approved by the German 
federal government.

“We are committed to supporting 
Ukraine in the coming years, spending 
9 billion euros annually,” Klingbeil said.

In June, German Defense Minister 
Boris Pistorius stated that Germany’s 
guaranteed support for Ukraine this 
year would reach 7 billion euros. Anot-
her 1.9 billion euros are awaiting ap-
proval in the Bundestag.

Earlier it was reported that Germa-
ny will separately allocate 500 million 
dollars for the purchase of American 
weapons for Ukraine.

Great Britain
The United Kingdom will continue 

the training program for the Ukrainian 
military at least until the end of 2026.

Currently, more than 50 thousand 
Ukrainian recruits have been trained in 
the country.

“We will continue to strengthen our 
support with our allies so that Ukraine 
can defend itself today and deter to-
morrow. Given the ongoing Russian 
attacks, we must put the Ukrainian 
Armed Forces in the strongest possi-
ble position. And as we continue our 
efforts towards peace, we must make 
Ukrainians the strongest possible de-
terrent to secure that future peace,” 
said British Defense Secretary John 
Healy.

Norway
Norway will continue its support for 
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Ukraine through the Nansen program 
in 2025-2026. The government will pro-
pose to the parliament to allocate 
$8.45 billion for this purpose.

This was announced by Norwegian 
Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Støre du-
ring a visit to Kyiv.

“Norway’s strong support for Ukrai-
ne will continue in 2025-2026. It pro-
vides for $8.45 billion. This amount will 
be proposed for allocation by the par-
liament, which will allocate funds un-
der the Nansen program. I hope we can 
maintain this level of support. Actually, 
that was the government's proposal," 
the prime minister said.

According to Støre, the main priori-
ty for Norway remains strengthening 
Ukraine's defense capabilities.

Jonas Gahr Støre also said that 
Norway will contribute to the supply 
of two Patriot systems, which it will 
co-finance. According to him, since 
the beginning of the war, Norway has 
been supplying Ukraine with weapons 
of its own production, in particular air 
defense systems, and supports the 
development of the Ukrainian defense 
industry. Particular attention is paid to 
the drone coalition, within the frame-
work of which Oslo is investing in the 
production of drones for the Armed 
Forces of Ukraine.

Norway is also working together 
with the United Kingdom to strengt-
hen Ukraine's naval capabilities to pro-
tect the Black Sea coast.

Norway is allocating approximately 
7 bil l ion Nor wegian kroner (about 
$696.12 million) to finance air defense 
systems for Ukraine. In cooperation 
with Germany, this will allow the pro-
vision of two Patriot systems and 
missiles, as well as other types of air 
defense.

In June, Norway provided an addi-
tional 6.5 billion Norwegian kroner (ap-
proximately 551 million euros) for the 
production of drones and the purchase 
of unmanned technologies for Ukraine.

Lithuania
Ukraine and Lithuania have agreed 

on the joint production of defense 
products to strengthen the security 
of both countries. The main focus will 
be on launching joint ventures, in par-
ticular on the creation of long-range 
drones.

The letter of intent on the joint pro-
duction of defense products was sig-
ned in Kyiv by Defense Minister Denys 
Shmyhal and Lithuanian Minister of 
National Defense Dovilė Šakaliė.

“We discussed specific prospects for 
industrial cooperation that are opened 
up thanks to the Letter of Intent. The 
document creates new opportunities 

for launching joint ventures, develop-
ing Ukrainian companies in Lithuania 
and exchanging technologies,” the 
statement said.

The issue of attracting additional 
funding for the purchase of weapons 
and the development of the Ukrainian 
defense industry was also discussed.

Recall that Lithuania will continue to 
allocate 0.25% of its GDP for military 
assistance to Ukraine until 2027, which 
is a signal of long-term support for the 
Ukrainian military.

Lithuania also announced its inten-
tion to join the purchase of American 
Patriot air defense systems for Ukraine. 
The European country plans to allocate 
up to 30 million euros for the relevant 
initiative.

Latvia
Latvia announced its intention to join 

the NATO initiative to supply Ukraine 
with American weapons, the country 
will provide at least 2 million euros for 
this.

This was reported by the local pub-
lication Liepajniekiem, citing a state-
ment by Prime Minister Evika Silini.

“The amount of Latvia’s financial con-
tribution to this initiative will be speci-
fied, but it will be at least 2 million eu-
ros,” the Prime Minister said.

Latvia has announced its support 
for the Priority Ukraine Requirements 
List (PURL) initiative, which envisages 
the creation of a special Alliance ac-
count to which partner countries will 
be able to transfer funds for the cen-
tralized procurement of American wea-
pons. This concerns the procurement 
of critically needed weapons and mil-
itary equipment for the Armed Forces 
of Ukraine, in particular air defense 
systems.

Recall that Denmark, Norway, Swe-
den and the Netherlands will finance 
the supply of American weapons to 
Ukraine in the amount of more than $1 
billion.

Netherlands
The Dutch government will provide 

the Armed Forces of Ukraine with a 
new assistance package of 500 milli-
on euros within the framework of the 
agreements between the United Sta-
tes and NATO. It will include American-
made weapons.

This was announced by the head of 
the country's defense ministry, Ruben 
Brekelmans.

“Ukraine now needs more air defen-
se equipment and ammunition. The 
Netherlands will be the first NATO 
member to deliver a package of Ame-
rican weapons systems worth 500 mil-
lion euros (including components and 
Patriot missiles),” he wrote.

Canada
Canada will provide Ukraine with a 

new arms package worth 1 billion Ca-
nadian dollars (over $700 million US) 
as early as September. The new batch 
of aid will include the transfer of dro-
nes, shells and armored vehicles by 
Canada.

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Car-
ney said this during a speech in Kyiv 
on the occasion of Ukraine's Indepen-
dence Day.

Carney recalled that during the G7 
summit in June, Canada promised to 
allocate another 2 billion Canadian dol-
lars for military assistance to Ukraine.

In addition, according to the Prime 
Minister, Canada will allocate tens of 
millions of dollars for emergency med-
ical assistance, construction of bomb 
shelters, support for local democracy 
and cyber defense of Ukraine.

Earlier, Canada transferred $1.7 
billion to Ukraine from the proceeds 
from frozen assets of the Russian 
Federation.

On August 24, Ukraine and Canada 
officially launched an action plan for 
the implementation of the agreement 
on security cooperation.

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and 
Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney 
signed an action plan for the imple-
mentation of the agreement on secu-
rity cooperation between the count-
ries. It defines the main directions and 
mechanisms for implementing bilate-
ral cooperation and covers military 
training, building defense capabilities, 
sharing intelligence, cybersecurity 
and combating terrorism and hybrid 
threats.

Austria
Austria will provide an additional 2 

million euros in humanitarian assistan-
ce to Ukraine. In addition, the coun-
try will join the Civil Protection Shelter 
Coalition.

This became known following the 
visit of Austrian Foreign Minister Beat 
Meinl-Reisinger to Odessa, the press 
service of the Ukrainian Foreign Minis-
try reports.

“Austria is among the ten largest in-
vestors in Ukraine. This proves once 
again that we can not only be helped, 
but also profitably trade and invest 
with us. This is especially noticeable 
in Odessa – the entrepreneurial spirit 
forms the unique energy of this city,” 
said the head of the Ukrainian Foreign 
Ministry, Andriy Sybiga.

He also said that after the start of 
the full-scale Russian invasion, the 
Austrian side organized rehabilitation 
holidays for about 1,480 Ukrainian 
children.
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As part of the Bring Kids Back UA ini-
tiative, two teenage girls who had been 
living under occupation for over three 
years were returned to the territory 
controlled by Ukraine.

This was reported by the head of the 
President's Office, Andriy Yermak.

According to him, during their stay 
under occupation, the girls were 
threatened, threatened with searches, 
and forced to attend Russian schools.

"Despite this, the girls maintained 
their Ukrainian identity. They studied 
online in Ukrainian schools, avoided 
imposed "patriotic" events, and fought 
every day for the right to be themsel-
ves. Now they are safe, close to their 
families, and receive support and as-
sistance," Yermak's message says.

As reported by Bring Kids Back, the 
16-year-old girl lived under occupati-
on with her mother and grandmother. 
The girl received her education at a 
Ukrainian school remotely and “al-
most never left home” so as not to be 
forced to study in Russian institutions.

Another child who had been living 
with her father under occupation sin-
ce 2022 also returned to the territory 
controlled by Ukraine.

On August 18, Ukraine returned 12 
more children from the occupation.

The children experienced serious tri-
als: the occupiers put pressure on their 
families, conducted house searches, 
forced them to attend Russian schools 
and apply for Russian passports. Many 
were threatened with forced conscrip-
tion or forced separation from their 
parents.

“Some of the children witnessed the 
brutal torture of their relatives or faced 
humiliation and fear themselves every 
day. Today, these children are finally 
safe in free Ukraine,” Yermak wrote.

It is known that the children are al-
ready undergoing rehabilitation, rece-
iving psychological support, and re-

Україні вдалося повернути додо-
му вже 1458 дітей, які утримувалися 
на тимчасово окупованих територі-
ях або були незаконно депортовані 
росією.

Також відомо, що в Україні стар-
тувала загальнонаціональна кампа-
нія зі створення єдиної ДНК-бази 
родичів зниклих дітей.

Мета такої бази – повернення 
українських дітей, депортованих чи 
незаконно вивезених із тимчасово 
окупованих територій.

«Це важливо, адже навіть коли ди-
тина отримує нові документи та їй 
змінюють особисті дані, генетична 

Ukraine and Russia held another ro-
und of prisoner exchanges on Sunday, 
August 24. Soldiers from the Armed 
Forces, the National Guard, the State 
Border Service, and civilians returned 
home.

This was announced by the Presi-
dent of Ukraine Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

“Today, our people are returning ho-
me. Soldiers of the Armed Forces, 
National Guard, State Border Service 
and civilians. Most of them have been 
in captivity since 2022,” the message 
says.

According to the Coordination Head-
quarters for the Treatment of Prisoners 
of War, among the released are milita-
ry personnel and 8 civilians.

Among the released military person-
nel are representatives of the airborne 
assault, airborne, naval forces, as well 
as soldiers of the Territorial Defense, 
National Guard and State Border Ser-
vice. All released defense personnel 
belong to the ranks of privates and ser-
geants. They defended the Mariupol, 
Luhansk, Donetsk, Kharkiv, Zaporizhia, 
Kherson, Mykolaiv, Kyiv, Sumy directi-
ons, and also guarded the Chernobyl 
nuclear power plant.

Journalists Dmytro Khlyuk and Mark 
Kaliush were returned from captivity. 
They were detained by the occupiers in 
2022 and 2023. Among those released 
are also medic Serhiy Kovalev from the 
Hospitallers battalion and former ma-
yor of Kherson Volodymyr Mykolaenko.

The previous exchange of prisoners 
took place on August 14. Then Ukrai-

Ukraine returns 
children from 
Russian 
occupation

Україна повернула 
з рф та окупації 
вже майже 1,500 
дітей

Ukraine held a new 
prisoner exchange 
on Independence 
Day

storing their Ukrainian documents.
According to the Office of the Pres-

ident, Ukraine has managed to return 
home almost one and a half thousand 
children who were held in temporarily 
occupied territories or illegally deport-
ed by Russia.

інформація залишається єдиною 
незмінною основою для встанов-
лення родинних зв'язків та справж-
ньої ідентичності», – пояснили у 
відомстві.

У МВС наголосили, що інструмент 
здатний працювати не лише сьогод-
ні, а й через багато років. Кожна ди-
тина має право повернутися додо-
му та відновити свою ідентичність.

“Austria plans to accept about 550 
more Ukrainian children this year. And 
this is also life support. There are no 
other people's children. And Ukrainian 
children are the European future,” Sy-
biga added.

In June, Ukraine and Austria signed 
a number of bilateral documents. This 
includes, in particular, a memorandum 
on cooperation in the field of agricul-
ture, as well as a communiqué on the 
protection and return of Ukrainian chil-
dren from Russia.

Also, Austria will allocate millions of 
euros to Ukraine for the demining of 
agricultural land.

Azerbaijan
The President of the Republic of 

Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev signed a de-
cree on the allocation of 2 million US 
dollars for humanitarian aid to Ukraine. 
The funds will be used to restore the 
energy system damaged by the at-
tacks of the Russian Federation.

Azerbaijan will allocate humanitarian 
aid to Ukraine in the form of electrical 
equipment, which will be purchased 
from the state budget. 2 million dollars 
will be allocated from the reserve fund 
of President Ilham Aliyev.

Also, as is known, on July 28, Ukraine 
imported Azerbaijani gas for the first 
time via the Trans-Balkan route.
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On August 19, within the framework 
of the Istanbul agreements, the bod-
ies of thousands more fallen Ukrainian 
defenders were returned to Ukraine. 
Among those repatriated are five bo-
dies of Ukrainian servicemen who died 
in captivity.

This was reported by the Coordina-

In January-June 2025, the agricul-
tural trade turnover between Ukraine 
and the European Union decreased 
by $0.6 billion, or 7%, compared to the 
same period last year, and amounted 
to $7.6 billion.

This was reported by the Deputy Di-
rector of the Institute of Agrarian Eco-
nomics, Academician of the National 
Academy of Sciences of Ukraine Myko-
la Pugachev.

According to him, Ukraine's positive 
balance in agricultural trade with the 
EU decreased to $3.2 billion against 
the background of a simultaneous 
drop in exports by $0.9 billion and an 
increase in imports by $0.2 billion.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has 
ensured the return to Ukraine of 65 
citizens from the buffer zone on the 
Russian-Georgian border. Among 
them are 10 women and 8 people with 
serious illnesses.

This was reported by the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine Andriy 
Sybiga.

“On the instructions of the Presi-
dent of Ukraine Volodymyr Zelenskyy, 
the return to Ukraine of 65 citizens of 
Ukraine from the buffer zone on the 
Russian-Georgian border was orga-
nized. Among them are 10 women, 8 
seriously ill. All of them were at the 
Georgian checkpoint “Daryali” in con-
ditions of a humanitarian crisis crea-
ted by Russia’s actions,” the message 
says.

During August 21-22, a group of citi-
zens was returned to Ukraine through 
the territory of Moldova.

The total number of Ukrainians who 
were successfully repatriated from the 
checkpoint “Daryali” is 109 people.

Since June, Russia has significant-
ly increased the number of Ukrainian 
citizens deported, mostly former con-
victs, to the Georgian border. As a re-
sult, dozens of people, many of whom 
do not have proper documents, have 
been stuck in the transit zone.

65 citizens 
returned to Ukraine 
from the buffer 
zone on the 
Russian-Georgian 
border

Agricultural trade 
turnover between 
Ukraine and the EU 
has significantly 
decreased

Bodies of 
thousands more 
fallen defenders 
returned to Ukraine

Ukraine records 
three-year high in 
civilian casualties 
in July

Kyiv is demanding that Moscow stop 
deporting Ukrainian citizens to Georgia 
as weapons and instead bring Ukraini-
ans directly to the Ukrainian border.

And on August 9, a group of 96 Ukrai-
nians, who have been staying in the 
buffer zone at the Dariali checkpoint 
between Russia and Georgia for more 
than two months, ended their hunger 
strike, but issued an ultimatum: if they 
are not evacuated within two weeks, 
they may resume their hunger strike.

The number of civilians killed and in-
jured in Ukraine in July 2025 reached a 
three-year high. During the month, at 
least 286 civilians were killed and 1,388 
were injured due to the war.

This was reported by the UN Human 
Rights Monitoring Mission in Ukraine

According to the mission, 286 civili-
ans were killed and 1,388 were injured 
in July – these are the highest figures 
since May 2022 and exceed the sta-
tistics of June 2025. The casualties 
were recorded in 18 of the country's 24 
regions.

As noted, almost 40% of the casual-
ties were caused by long-range wea-
pons, including missiles and cluster 
munitions – 89 killed and 572 injured. 
The largest number of casualties was 
recorded during the missile attack on 
Kyiv on July 31: 31 people died, includ-
ing five children, and 171 were injured.

The second most influential cause 
was short-range drones – 24% of the 
victims, or 64 dead and 337 injured.

Aerial bombs dropped by Russian 
troops were the main cause of the 
sharp increase in casualties: 67 dead 
and 209 injured in July compared to 
34 dead and 80 injured in June.

nians who had been held by the Russi-
ans since 2014, 2016, and 2017 re-
turned home. Among the released 
military are the defenders of Mariupol, 
soldiers of the Naval Forces and the 
State Border Guard Service. 10 offi-
cers were released from captivity.

On August 3, af ter meeting with 
the Secretary of the National Security 
and Defense Council Rustem Umerov, 
Zelenskyy announced an agreement 
with the Russians to exchange another 
1,200 people. tion Headquarters for the Treatment of 

Prisoners of War.
“As a result of repatriation mea-

sures, the bodies of 1,000 dead were 
returned to Ukraine. According to the 
Russian side, the bodies belong to 
Ukrainian servicemen,” the message 
says.

As noted, law enforcement investi-
gators, together with expert institu-
tions of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, 
will conduct all necessary exami-
nations and identify the repatriated 
bodies.

At the same time, among those 
repatriated today are five bodies of 
Ukrainian servicemen who died in 
captivity. These servicemen were on 
the lists of “seriously wounded and 
seriously ill” prisoners for exchange 
within the framework of the Istanbul 
agreements during the second round 
of negotiations.

“Among those returned today, there 
are also Oborontsy from the Donetsk, 
Zaporizhia, Luhansk and Kursk direc-
tions,” the report says.
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On the eve of Ukraine’s Flag Day 
and Independence Day, the Ukrainian 
flag was proudly raised at San Fran-
cisco City Hall by Mayor Daniel Lurie, 
alongside Consul General of Ukraine 
Dmytro Kushneruk, EU diplomats and 
consuls, Member of the Verkhovna Ra-
da of Ukraine Oleksii Movchan, repre-
sentatives of the Ukrainian-American 
community and local Ukrainian non-
profit organizations. The ceremony 
was accompanied by the performan-
ce of the Ukrainian national anthem.

Mayor Daniel Lurie shared powerful 
words:

“Every single person who sees it 

CELEBRATION OF FLAG DAY AND 
INDEPENDENCE DAY OF UKRAINE 
AT SAN FRANCISCO CITY HALL

waving high at City Hall today, that we 
stand in solidarity with Ukraine. San 
Francisco's heart will always be with 
Ukraine. Thank you very much. Slava 
Ukraini!”

This ceremony is a tribute to the 
resilience, dignity, courage, and hero-
ism of the Ukrainian people and their 

defenders. The sunflower, now a global 
symbol of solidarity with Ukraine, re-
minds us of hope and unity in the face 
of hardship.

Together, we honor Ukraine and 
reaffirm that San Francisco stands 
firmly in solidarity with the Ukrainian 
community.

ОГОЛОШЕННЯ | ANNOUNCEMENT

To place ads and other announcements, please 
contact info@hromada.us

Для розміщення реклами, оголошень та інших пові-
домлень звертайтесь info@hromada.us до 25 числа 
кожного місяця

ВІДМОВА ВІД ВІДПОВІДАЛЬНОСТІ | DISCLAIMER
«Громада» існує для обслуговування потреб української громади 
західного узбережжя та всіх, кого цікавить українська історія, культу-
ра й українські новини. Ми резервуємо за собою право на відмову 
друкувати будь-які матеріали. Газета «Громада» не може нести від-
повідальності за достовірність публікацій третіх осіб.

«HROMADA» exists to serve the needs of our Ukrainian community of the 
West Coast of the US and all those interested in Ukrainian history, culture 
and Ukrainian news. We reserve the right to refuse to print any materials. 
«Hromada» newspaper cannot be held liable for the reliability of third-par-
ty publications.
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sharvarok.com

BUY, SELL, CONNECT

Are you looking for or offering work, 
housing, cars or services?

On Sharvarok.com, 
placing such ads is easy and fast!

For business owners - 30 days of FREE 
posting with a promo code on the website

Sharvarok.com

Facebook

Follow us on social media:

Instagram
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www.sharvarok.com

Your trainer, coach, and 
mentor – support on your 
journey to change!

Do you want to improve your 
fitness, find balance in life, or 
transform your lifestyle? I am here 
to help you achieve the results 
you’re striving for!

1. Training: Muscle 
strengthening, weight loss, 
endurance improvement.

2. Coaching: Goal setting, 
motivation, overcoming barriers.

3. Mentorship: Healthy habits, 
nutrition, guidance.

Instagram- @coach_chebanik
4ebanik@gmail.com

Kinal Dental
Kinal Dental, a general dental 

office in San Diego offers the 
full range of pediatric and adult 
dentistry:

* Implants
* Root canals
* Crowns
* Complete restoration of the oral 

cavity
* Aesthetic treatment
* Removal of wisdom teeth
* Emergency dental treatment
* Extensive experience in 

correcting failed previous 
treatment from different countries

kinaldds@gmail.com
760-536-3094

Notary Public Dmytro 
Lyushenko

My name is Dmytro Lyushenko 
— I am a licensed Notary Public in 
the State of California and a Legal 
Document Assistant (LDA). 
I am authorized not only to 
notarize but also to prepare legal 
documents for personal, business, 
and international purposes. 
Notarization of any documents 
Powers of Attorney, statements 
of acceptance or renunciation of 
inheritance, and other notarized 
documents 
Apostille in California — within 
a few hours after signing, or the 
next business day (if signed in the 
afternoon) 
Shipping of completed documents 
within the USA and abroad 
Translation services between 
Ukrainian, Russian, and English 
Remote Online Notarization — 
notarization of documents online 
with the option to obtain a California 
apostille 
Delivery of completed apostilled 
documents to your address in the 
USA or abroad 
Free travel within Sacramento 
County if you order both document 
preparation and apostille 
Available daily, including weekends 
and holidays, and 24/7 by 
appointment 
Office: 730 I St, Sacramento, CA 
95814 (Downtown)

Cosmetologist esthetician 
with 10 years of experience

I am Marta, a cosmetologist 
and esthetician with 10 years of 
experience. I offer services for 
treating problematic skin, rosacea, 
and skin with hyperpigmentation. 
I provide care procedures for anti-
aging therapy, facial massage, and 
facial enzyme therapy.

www.mgbeautyandskincare.com

Барбер Юрій
Перший візит знижка $10 

Підберу стрижку індивідуально 
під клієнта! 
Адреса: 1775 Park Ave, San Jose, 
CA 95126 
Пишіть або дзвоніть  
+1 408-592-8338  
Доступний онлайн запис. 
https://www.instagram.com/barbe
ryurii?igsh=NTc4MTIwNjQ2YQ%3D
%3D&utm_source=qr

Franko & Co | Catering with 
Ukrainian soul

We’re Franko & Co Bakery, 
opening our first location in 
Sausalito just in two months! For 
the past six months, we’ve been a 
hit at farmer’s markets and festivals 
with our croissants and mini cheese 
bites—and we also cater for private 
parties and tech events. Our menu 
is available in the photos below, and 
we’re always open to special edition 
orders. Just text us via email!

hello@frankobakery.com

Ukrainian-American 
Kindergarten

I invite children aged 1 to 5 years 
to the newly opened kindergarten. 
The kindergarten operates 
from 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM. In the 
kindergarten, we learn letters 
through play, get acquainted with 
Ukrainian culture, read, learn to 
count and think logically, develop 
fine motor skills, play a lot outdoors, 
and eat homemade organic dishes. 
We have a lot of fun and interesting 
activities. Each child is surrounded 
by attention, love, and care.

veselkakidsdaycare@gmail.com
415-823-7637

HVAC Services for Sacramento 
and Bay Area

VM Heating & Cooling Services: 
Your Trusted Heating and Air 
Conditioning Experts!

We specialize in:
Heating and Cooling System 

Installation & Repair
Heat Pump Water Heater 

Installation (Rebates Available)
Mini-Split Heat Pump 

Installations
Maintenance and Tune-Ups
Ductwork Installation
We are licensed and bonded.
info@vmheatingandcooling.com
916-880-8834

Nutritionist, naturopathic 
specialist

Sophie, member of International 
Naturopathic Association (INA) 
since 2021.

Lab work analysis, health 
evaluation, personal nutritional and 
supplemental support.

www.itsnaturopathy.com

Family photographer in San 
Francisco & Bay Area

I’m here for your unique 
experience of love. Whether it’s self 
love, motherhood love, love to your 
mate, child, family, or products you 
create. Everything is changing by 
time, but capturing your moments 
together is such an easy way to 
keep them alive.

Special offer for weddings and 
elopements!

https://oksanashvets.art/
925-819-7659

http://www.sharvarok.com
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Duplex for Rent in Carmichael
Nestled in the heart of 

Carmichael, CA, this duplex 
combines suburban charm 
with close proximity to urban 
conveniences.

2 bedrooms, 1 bathroom
Private backyard, 1 car garage 

plus two additional parking spaces 
Set in a welcoming neighborhood 

known for its safety and community 
spirit, top-rated schools and a large 
public park just under a mile away.

Only a short walk to Starbucks! 
415-889-0005

Looking for a baker to join our 
team

Hey there! We're a coffee shop 
in Sausalito looking for a baker to 
join our kitchen team. The hours 
are from 4 am to 9 am, 5-6 days a 
week.

Starting pay is $22 an hour.
Our kitchen is located in 

San Rafael, so we’re hoping to 
find someone local to keep the 
commute easy. You don’t need tons 
of experience, as long as you’re 
ready to learn and grow with us.

hello@frankobakery.com

Handcrafted Vegan Chocolate
Chocobalance was founded in 

2022 with the goals of creating 
high-quality chocolate products 
and supporting Ukraine (with all 
proceeds donated). Our recipes 
achieve the best balance of healthy 
ingredients to provide the best 
taste.

We offer homemade and 
handcrafted vegan chocolate, 
truffles, and candies.

To browse our variety of sweets, 
please visit us at

https://linktr.ee/chocobalance
chocobalance@gmail.com

New European Grocery store 
in Concord CA

Touch of Europe 
Address: 1880 Colfax St, 

Concord, CA 94520
We're waiting for you in the store! 

We have food from all over Europe, 
including Ukraine, Bulgaria, Italy, 
Poland, Hungary, and many more. 
Plus, our store offers multiple 
discounts for different groups of 
people. Customers aged 63 and 
over receive 10% off every day! And 
don’t forget, if it's your birthday, 
you can enjoy an extra 10% off

touchofeuropefamily@gmail.com

Fresh homemade sausages 
from Soldier Sausages – a taste 
you'll love!

Fresh, delicious and natural 
sausages from Soldier Sausages! 
We prepare them by hand from 
high-quality meat and natural 
ingredients. The assortment 
includes: pork - juicy and rich, beef 
- for lovers of real meat, chicken 
- tender and light. No artificial 
additives! Handmade with love!

916-936-7304

Marketing, SMM, Paid Ads 
on social networks, design, 
website development

I'm Anastasia, the owner of Be 
Social. We will help your business 
grow through social media 
marketing (TikTok, Instagram, 
LinkedIn, Facebook, YouTube), 
targeted advertising, website 
and design creation, optimization 
on Yelp and Google. Our cases 
have brought clients millions of 
views and thousands of followers. 
Together we will achieve success! 
More at:

be-social-1.com
terra19931@gmail.com

Tetiana Redko | Ukrainian 
Realtor® in Bay Area

If you are looking to buy, sell, 
or invest in residential real estate 
here in the Bay Area, my team 
and I can help. We are here to 
ensure a seamless and successful 
experience tailored to your unique 
needs and goals. 

Text me at (480) 248-4017 with 
any questions you have. 

Tetiana Redko | License: 
02167532 | Brokered by Abio 
Properties

Vlada McClure - Your Trusted 
Ukrainian Real Estate Agent in 
the San Francisco Bay Area

Are you looking for a dedicated, 
experienced, and multilingual 
real estate agent in the Bay Area? 
With 13+ years of professional 
experience and a personal touch, I 
am here to guide you through every 
step of your real estate journey.

Why Work with Me?
Multilingual Communication: 

Fluent in English, Ukrainian, and 
Russian.

Expertise Across All Real Estate 
Sectors:

Residential luxury homes and 
divorce listings

Investment properties, flips, 
renovation, and new construction

Commercial real estate, 
1031 exchanges, and complex 
transactions

Proven Success: Top producer 
with excellent client reviews.

Personal Experience: Involved 
in real estate projects since 2007, 
from design to high-end sales.

Personal Insights:
I bring a unique, compassionate 

approach to real estate. A 
proud mother of two—one a UC 
Berkeley graduate, the other a 
UCLA student—I understand the 
importance of creating homes 
where families thrive. I live with my 
parents, who moved to the Bay 
Area from Ukraine due to the war, 
and we share our home with three 
rescue cats.

Outside of real estate, I’m 
passionate about nutrition, 
maintaining a vegan and gluten-
free lifestyle, and exploring water 
fasting. I’ve held a Series 7 license 
and have a keen interest in trading 
and financial planning. Supporting 
local businesses and traveling the 
world bring me joy and inspiration.

Let’s Achieve Your Real Estate 
Goals

Whether buying, selling, or 
investing, I’ll provide expert 
guidance with a personal touch. 
Let’s navigate the Bay Area market 
together!

Contact Me Today:
Vlada (Vladlena) McClure
(415) 572-6040
vladlena.mcclure@gmail.com
DRE #01908096
Pinnacle Realty Advisors

Cherry pies and tasty 
homemade baked goods from 
Maryna

I offer you my already popular 
cherry pies, poppyseed rolls, 
sourdough bread, Pampushky for 
borscht, croissants, and dumplings 
with various fillings. I invite you to 
take a look at my assortment on my 
Instagram page.

marinaanisovic411@gmail.com
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6240 San Juan Ave., Citrus Heights, CA 95610
Phone: (916) 725-5445

citrusplazacafe@gmail.com

facebook.com/citrusplazacatering/

Citrus Plaza MARKET
Ukrainian FOOD & CATERING

Monday - Saturday      9 AM - 10 PM
Sunday                            10 AM - 10 PM
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EVENTS 2025

SEPTEMBER
Нд/Su Пн/Mo Вт/Tu

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

30

25 26 27

28 29

Ср/We Чт/Th Пт/Fr Сб/Sa

14 SEP

13 SEP

14 SEP

20 SEP

UKRAINIAN 
FASHION SHOW 
| LOS ANGELES

SVYATOSLAV 
VAKARCHUK 
SOLO CONCERT 
| LOS ANGELES

SVYATOSLAV 
VAKARCHUK 
SOLO CONCERT| 

UKRAINIAN 
FASHION SHOW 
| FREMONT

Ukrainian Cultural Center
Where: Ukrainian Cultural Center, 

4315 Melrose Ave, Los Angeles, CA 
90029

When: Sunday, 1 PM ‒ 5 PM
Join us for an unforgettable cultural 

experience!
We are honored to welcome special 

guests from Ukraine:
Bogutska – a famous Ukrainian 

fashion designer and founder of the 
Roksolana Bogutska brand, known for 
her masterful fusion of heritage and 
contemporary fashion.

Maria Mulyava, a distinguished 
collector of authentic Ukrainian 
traditional clothing, whose curated 
pieces offer a deep connection to 
Ukraine’s cultural roots.

Elegant Ukrainian Fashion Show, 
a charity fundraiser dedicated to 
supporting humanitarian aid efforts for 
the people of Ukraine affected by war. 
This unique event brings the heart of 
Ukraine to the United States through 
fashion, history, art and traditions.

This showcase will present a 
breathtaking blend of traditional 
Ukrainian style and modern design, 
celebrating the beauty and resilience 
of Ukrainian culture.

Enjoy symbolic patterns, timeless 
silhouettes, wine, appetizers, and 
warm conversation in a welcoming 
cultural atmosphere.

All proceeds go directly towards aid 
in Ukraine.

Formal attire preferred.
Tickets: From $118.04 (Early bird 

discount)
https://www.facebook.com/
events/1669269930386387/

Edrom Productions
Where: Wilshire Ebell Theatre, 4401 

W 8th St, Los Angeles, CA 90005
When: Saturday, 8 PM
A concert that feels like a reunion of 

old friends, where the music speaks all 
the words your hearts need to hear.

The past few years have 
transformed us all, and the music has 
evolved with us.

Slava Vakarchuk’s solo 
performance offers a chance to 
embrace these changes, to feel them 
deeply, and to give them a voice.

Join us for an evening where the 
cherished songs of Okean Elzy and 
Slava’s solo projects resonate with 
renewed emotion.

Acoustic guitar. Grand piano. An 
intimate setting where every note 
touches the soul.

A portion of ticket proceeds will go 
toward supporting Ukraine’s resilience 
and spirit.

Tickets: $100 ‒ $110
https://www.sharvarok.com/en/
listing/svyatoslav-vakarchuk-solo-
concert-in-san-francisco/617

Ukraine Support Foundation - USF
Where: Fremont Downtown Event 

Center, 3500 Capitol Ave, Fremont, CA 
94538

When: Saturday, 5 PM ‒ 9 PM
Join us for a powerful and elegant 

Ukrainian Fashion Show, a charity 
fundraiser dedicated to supporting 
humanitarian aid efforts for the people 

Edrom Productions
Where: Palace of Fine Arts, 3601 

Lyon St, San Francisco, CA 94123
When: Sunday, 8 PM
A concert that feels like a reunion of 

old friends, where the music speaks 
all the words your hearts need to hear.

The past few years have 
transformed us all, and the music has 
evolved with us.

Slava Vakarchuk’s solo 
performance offers a chance to 
embrace these changes, to feel them 
deeply, and to give them a voice.

Join us for an evening where the 
cherished songs of Okean Elzy and 
Slava’s solo projects resonate with 
renewed emotion.

Acoustic guitar. Grand piano. An 
intimate setting where every note 
touches the soul.

A portion of ticket proceeds will 
go toward supporting Ukraine’s 
resilience and spirit.

Tickets: 700 ‒ $110
https://www.sharvarok.com/en/
listing/svyatoslav-vakarchuk-solo-
concert-in-san-francisco/617

It is with great sadness that we acknowled-
ge the passing of Gregory (Hryhoriy) P. 
Hallick-Holutiak, a cherished member of our 
community. Hromada is offering our heartfelt 
condolences to his wife and fa-mily during 
this time of grief. May you find comfort and 
strength in the days ahead.

SAN 
FRANCISCO

https://www.facebook.com/events/1669269930386387/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1669269930386387/
https://www.sharvarok.com/en/listing/svyatoslav-vakarchuk-solo-concert-in-san-francisco/617
https://www.sharvarok.com/en/listing/svyatoslav-vakarchuk-solo-concert-in-san-francisco/617
https://www.sharvarok.com/en/listing/svyatoslav-vakarchuk-solo-concert-in-san-francisco/617
https://www.sharvarok.com/en/listing/svyatoslav-vakarchuk-solo-concert-in-san-francisco/617
https://www.sharvarok.com/en/listing/svyatoslav-vakarchuk-solo-concert-in-san-francisco/617
https://www.sharvarok.com/en/listing/svyatoslav-vakarchuk-solo-concert-in-san-francisco/617
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Ви можете підтримати нашу газету, якщо зро-
бите одноразовий PayPal внесок чи виставите 
повторний щомісячний внесок і перейдете на 
сторінку після сканування QR-коду. Газета 
«Громада» є некомерційною організацією з пра-
вом на списання 501(c)(3) податків.

You could support our newspaper by following 
QR code to PayPal link where you could make one 
time payment or reoccuring monthly payments.
Newspaper Hromada is a tax-deductible 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization.

20 SEP

5 OCT

21 SEP

27 SEP

20 YEARS OF 
THE BAND TIC | 
SAN FRANCISCO

VALERIIA VOVK: 
CONCERT IN 
MEMORY OF 
VOLODYMYR 
IVASIUK | SAN 
FRANCISCO

20 YEARS OF 
THE BAND TIC | 
SACRAMENTO

ARTEM 
PIVOVAROV | 
BERKELEY

Ukrainian Vechornytsi
Where: 715 Harrison Event Space, 

715 Harrison St, San Francisco, CA 
94107

When: Saturday, 8 PM
The band that brought joy in 

minibuses, at weddings, in kitchens 
and festivals.

The band that has been keeping 
us all on the same wavelength for 20 
years - waves of sincere Ukrainian 

Mriya Inc.
Where: The Polish Club, 3040 22nd 

St, San Francisco, CA 94110
When: Sunday, 6 PM ‒ 8 PM
Join us as we celebrate Volodymyr 

Ivasiuk’s extraordinary life and 
lasting legacy through an evening of 
music and reflection. Valeriia Vovk, 
accompanied by guitarist Michele 
Romeo, will perform 12 acoustic 
renditions of Ivasiuk’s timeless songs.
https://events.humanitix.com/

Ukrainian Vechornytsi
Where: Opera House Saloon, 411 

Lincoln St, Roseville, CA 95678
When: Sunday, 7 PM
The band that brought joy in 

minibuses, at weddings, in kitchens 
and festivals.

The band that has been keeping 
us all on the same wavelength for 20 
years - waves of sincere Ukrainian 
music, laughter, drive and love.

"Oleni", "Vchitelka", "Sveta", 
"Syrozhine pyrozhine", "April", 
"Katsapy", "White Roses", "Vesela 
pisnya", "White Cloud, Black Cloud" 

"Alyona", "Alkoholizm" and dozens of 
other favorite songs - for the first time 
in the USA in a live performance!

For 20 years, TIK has been carrying 
a sincere Podolsk drive, gathering 
thousands of fans. This tour is a 
gratitude to each of you for your love, 
support, memories. This is energy that 
cannot be contained. 

Tickets: $70 ‒ $80
https://www.sharvarok.com/en/
listing/20-years-of-the-band-tic-
sacramento-september-21/639

Where: 2036 University Ave, 
Berkeley, CA 94704

When: Saturday, 7 PM
Artem Pivovarov, one of Ukraine’s 

most influential modern artists, is 
coming to North America with a 
powerful tour in Fall 2025! Over 500 
concerts worldwide

1.2 billion views on YouTube
30,000 spectators in 3 days at 

Kyiv’s Palace of Sports (2024)
Performed the Ukrainian national 

anthem at the Usyk vs Fury fight in 
Riyadh.

This is more than a concert. This is 
the voice of Ukraine.

Tickets:
EARLY BIRD: $89.50
GENERAL ADMISSION: $101.50

https://www.sharvarok.com/en/
listing/artem-pivovarov/607

of Ukraine affected by war.
This unique event brings the heart 

of Ukraine to the USA through fashion 
history, art, and traditions. The 
showcase will present a breathtaking 
blend of traditional Ukrainian style 
and modern design, celebrating the 
beauty and resilience of Ukrainian 
culture.

We are honored to welcome two 
esteemed guests:

– Roksolana Bogutska, a famous 
Ukrainian fashion designer and 
founder of the Roksolana Bogutska 
clothing brand, known for her 
masterful fusion of heritage and 
contemporary fashion

– Mariya Mulyava, a distinguished 
collector of authentic Ukrainian 
traditional clothing, whose curated 
pieces offer a deep connection to 
Ukraine’s cultural roots

Enjoy symbolic patterns, timeless 
silhouettes, wine, appetizers, and 
warm conversation in a welcoming 
cultural atmosphere.

All proceeds go directly toward 
humanitarian aid in Ukraine.

Stand with Ukraine – celebrate its 
legacy through compassion, unity and 
style.

Dress code: Black tie. No 
admittance in sportswear or flip flops.

Tickets: From $118.04 – $150
https://www.facebook.com/
events/s/ukrainian-fasion-show-san-
fran/1731796384212910/

music, laughter, drive and love.
"Oleni", "Vchitelka", "Sveta", 

"Syrozhine pyrozhine", "April", 
"Katsapy", "White Roses", "Vesela 
pisnya", "White Cloud, Black Cloud" 

"Alyona", "Alkoholizm" and dozens of 
other favorite songs - for the first time 
in the USA in a live performance!

For 20 years, TIK has been carrying 
a sincere Podolsk drive, gathering 
thousands of fans, and this tour is 
special. This is gratitude to each of 
you for your love, support, memories. 
This is energy that cannot be 
contained. This is a concert that you 
will remember forever.

Tickets: $45 ‒ $65
https://www.sharvarok.com/en/
listing/20-years-of-the-band-tic-san-
francisco-september-20/638

https://events.humanitix.com/copy-of-los-angeles-ny-concert-in-memory-of-volodymyr-ivasiuk?fbclid=IwY2xjawMq1AhleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHsnWgfozjLth5XyFkFq9Lo9DTA6YWYIiyQ557VdqpkFKNE8Mvp1dise6HV1y_aem_SkdMByWLDS-r7BZByQJYSA
https://www.sharvarok.com/en/listing/20-years-of-the-band-tic-sacramento-september-21/639
https://www.sharvarok.com/en/listing/20-years-of-the-band-tic-sacramento-september-21/639
https://www.sharvarok.com/en/listing/20-years-of-the-band-tic-sacramento-september-21/639
https://www.sharvarok.com/en/listing/artem-pivovarov/607
https://www.sharvarok.com/en/listing/artem-pivovarov/607
https://www.facebook.com/events/s/ukrainian-fasion-show-san-fran/1731796384212910/
https://www.facebook.com/events/s/ukrainian-fasion-show-san-fran/1731796384212910/
https://www.facebook.com/events/s/ukrainian-fasion-show-san-fran/1731796384212910/
https://www.sharvarok.com/en/listing/20-years-of-the-band-tic-san-francisco-september-20/638
https://www.sharvarok.com/en/listing/20-years-of-the-band-tic-san-francisco-september-20/638
https://www.sharvarok.com/en/listing/20-years-of-the-band-tic-san-francisco-september-20/638

