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Vitaliy Portnykov | NOTES FOR MAY

MONTH OF ATTACKS AND

HOPES

Vitaliy Portnykov — leading
Ukrainian political
commentator, writer, and
journalist.

The last days of May are marked by
constant Russian missile attacks on
Ukrainian cities. Drones strike residen-
tial areas, causing numerous casualti-
es and significant destruction. All this
is happening against the backdrop of
expectations of Russian proposals for
a possible ceasefire on the Russian-
Ukrainian front. Not many people beli-
eve that such proposals are realistic.
Donald Trump himself advised Putin
to make a proposal that would not be
rejected outright. At the same time,
Western media continue to spread in-
formation that Russia is not actually
preparing for negotiations, but for a
new offensive and an attempt to oc-
cupy territories in other Ukrainian regi-
ons. In particular, in the Kharkiv, Sumy,
and Dnipropetrovsk regions. Mean-
while, Putin talks about “buffer zones”
on Ukrainian soil.

For Russian President Vladimir Putin,
May was not only a month of prepara-
tion for a new offensive, but also the
time of the main event of the year for
Russian propaganda — the celebrati-
on of the 80" anniversary of victory in
World War II. Putin was joined by the
main guest of this celebration — the
President of the People's Republic of
China, Xi Jinping. Talks between the
two leaders showed that the Russian-
Chinese partnership is not only not
weakening but, on the contrary, is
becoming increasingly close. Donald
Trump's idea of the possibility of sep-

taking place in Ukraine.

Please supportVitaly Portnikov’'s new projecton the YouTube
channel, where you will find his streams in English. Spread
it among your friends who do not speak Ukrainian, so that
more people in the world get acquainted with the events

https://www.youtube.com/@PortnikovPost

arating Russia from China now seems
even more illusory than in previous
years. During the three years of the
great Russian-Ukrainian war and West-
ern sanctions, Moscow's dependence
on Beijing has only grown. In addition,
the two leaders are united by common
ideological goals: reducing the role of
the West and ousting the United Sta-
tes not only from Europe but also from
Asia. Both Putin and Xi Jinping may
believe that Trump's policies are gi-
ving them this historic opportunity.

Western leaders have tried to seize
the initiative. On May 10, immediately
after the end of the parade in Moscow,
the leaders of the European Union and
the United Kingdom arrived in Kyiv.
There, together with Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy, they cal-
led the US president. It was agreed
that if Russia did not agree to a cease-
fire by May 12, new sanctions, agreed
upon by the US and the EU, would
be imposed on it. But Putin made his
move. The very next day, he appeared
on Russian television and proposed
that Ukraine resume the negotiations
that had been held in Istanbul in 2022
and had ended without any results.
Putin did not mention a ceasefire at all.

This was supposed to be the basis
for new serious pressure on Moscow.
However, Donald Trump intervened,
advising the Ukrainians to go to Istan-
bul and convincing them that this was
areal chance to negotiate peace.

The Ukrainian delegation did indeed
arrive in Istanbul. And, as expected, no
negotiations that could have led to any
concrete results took place. Moreover,
Russian representatives categorically
refused to engage in dialogue in the

To place ads, advertisement, and other messages: info@hromada.us
Hromada, PO Box 27134, San Francisco, CA 94127

presence of American officials, who
had also arrived in Istanbul. The Ukrai-
nians were simply blackmailed with
the occupation of new territories. After
that, Trump said that he himself never
believed in the effectiveness of these
negotiations, which he personally in-
sisted on. Instead, he said that ending
the war depends solely on his perso-
nal conversation with Putin. Before
this conversation, the US president
spoke with Zelenskyy, who advised
him to seek a ceasefire. But the re-
sults of Trump's negotiations with Pu-
tin shocked both the Ukrainian presi-
dent and European leaders. The Ame-
rican president effectively sided with
his Russian counterpart: he abando-
ned the idea of an unconditional
ceasefire, which he had been advo-
cating for several months, and even
began to convince his interlocutors
that he had never had such an idea
and that Putin had every right to put
forward his own conditions for a truce.
Clearly satisfied with the support of
his American counterpart, Putin inten-
sified rocket attacks on Ukrainian citi-
es and drone strikes. It is now safe to
say that Trump's very appearance as
US president has led to a significant
increase in the intensity of Russian
attacks — an increase in civilian casual-
ties and new destruction of infrastruc-
ture. After all, the Russian president
is convinced that the United States is
not prepared to use any real tools to
stop his aggression. He feels much
more immune than in previous years.
We are in a situation where both
Russia and Ukraine are forced to imi-
tate negotiation activity in order not to
lose contact with the US. It is obvious
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to Kyiv that even fruitless negotiations
with Moscow are necessary to main-
tain military aid and intelligence sup-
port from Washington. Without access
to such information, Ukrainian cities
will become even more vulnerable to
Russian attacks. Moscow is also eager
to simulate negotiations: Putin is inter-
ested in continuing his personal dia-
logue with Trump. The very fact of the
US president's constant calls to the
Russian leader has become a major
diplomatic victory for Putin — eviden-
ce of the West's humiliation and a
demonstration of the degradation of
Euro-Atlantic solidarity.

In addition, the imitation of negotiati-
ons allows Putin to delay meeting with
Trump. The Russian president clearly
does not want to meet with his Ame-
rican counterpart in the near future
because he wants to turn this meeting
into a kind of trophy for Trump. Putin
also understands that during perso-
nal negotiations, he will have to offer
concrete solutions regarding the war.
And Putin cannot offer any other solu-

tion except the destruction of Ukraine.
Thus, despite the political games in
May, the positions of the parties re-
main unchanged. Putin hopes that the
war of attrition will lead not only to the
capture of new territories, but also to
the final destruction of Ukrainian sta-
tehood and the annexation of its terri-
tories to Russia. This is stated explicit-
ly by Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov, who warns that Russia will
never accept a situation in which the

'Zelenskyy regime’ remains in power in

Ukraine and laws continue to exist that
are 'unacceptable’ to Russians — laws
that promote the development of the
Ukrainian language and culture and
restrict the expansion of the Russian
Orthodox Church.Without the repeal
of these laws, Russia has no intention
of ending the war. Their elimination is
seen by the Kremlin as a prerequisite
for the complete absorption of Ukraine.

Ukraine, on the other hand, is inte-
rested in resisting the Russian occupi-
ers and, if not in restoring its territorial
integrity, then at least in preserving

its sovereignty. This is precisely what
Putin and his entourage find unaccept-
able. European leaders realize that
the collapse of Ukrainian statehood
would mean a large-scale war in Euro-
pe and would allow Russia to launch
new hybrid threats, at least against
neighboring states.

For Trump, the obvious goal remains
the restoration of economic relations
with Russia. But he cannot achieve this
without at least a formal settlement of
the war. At the same time, he is unable
to achieve such a settlement because
he does not want to put serious pres-
sure on Putin. And without such pres-
sure, there will be no progress.

As a result, US policy in the Russi-
an-Ukrainian war — as in many other
key issues — is currently chaotic and
only destabilizes the surrounding
world.

May 2025 only reinforced this trend.
And it did not bring peace. Only new
attacks. And new illusions.
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Oles Doniy

FROM ISTANBUL TO ISTANBUL

Oles Doniy — Ukrainian
journalist, TV presenter,
politician, public and cultural
figure.

May passed under the auspices of

Istanbul for Ukraine. And so did the
“negotiations” with the aggressor in

the same city in 2022. It is doubtful
that Ukraine can count this round as a
victory.

Let's start with the fact that the
negotiations were supposed to take
place, and ultimately did take place,
not on the initiative of the Ukrainian
side. Our position has not changed
publicly for more than three years
since the full-scale aggression by
Russia began: we have called for the
return of all Ukrainian territories occu-
pied since 2014 without exception and
compensation for all damages caused
by the destruction of our country. It is
obvious that as long as the bloodthirsty
Putin remains on the Kremlin throne
and Russia itself has not suffered a
military defeat, there is no hope that
these essentially fair demands will be
met. But on the other side, Russia, was
not the initiator of the “negotiations”
either. The negotiation track was the
brainchild of the new US administra-
tion headed by its new leader, Trump.
We were pushed into the negotiation
process with a losing position from
the outset — not only against the back-
drop of the slow but steady advance
of Russian troops, but also with direct
or veiled threats from our biggest ally,
the United States, to stop or signifi-
cantly reduce financial and military aid.

The location of the “negotiations”
was also not chosen by us. Although
Turkey is a member of NATO, it main-
tains so-called “neutrality” regarding
Russia’'s war against Ukraine. In the
Ukrainian media and social networks,
one can often see abundant criticism

of our European and American allies.
Although in reality, they have provided
us with enormous material and milita-
ry assistance. On the other hand, there
is virtually no such criticism of Turkey.
Paradoxically, we criticize those who
help us more because the aid is slow
and insufficient. It is logical that we
want more and faster aid. But it is Tur-
key that has not imposed any sancti-
ons on Russia, and it is through Turk-
ish airports that Russians are able to
fly from their neo-fascist homeland all
over the world. In essence, “neutral”
countries are helping the Russian eco-
nomy to develop with their neutrali-
ty and are making a huge dent in at-
tempts to isolate the aggressor. That
is why the Russian side categorically
rejects the idea of continuing negotia-
tions, for example in Switzerland or the
Vatican. For them, neither Switzerland
nor even the Vatican are acceptable
because they are considered to be
supporting Ukraine. So, the negotia-
ting platform is actually being impo-
sed on us by the aggressor. If in 2022
Ukraine agreed to Istanbul while ene-
my tanks were still on the right bank of
our country, then in March 2025 it did
so under pressure from our biggest
ally.

Ukraine and our European allies at-
tempted to counterbalance the pres-
sure exerted by the US side regarding
negotiations without any prior com-
mitments. The initiative, which was in-
tended to somehow balance the un-
favorable negotiation process, was
the idea of a 30-day truce as a sign
of readiness for at least some com-
promise solutions in the future, which
was repeatedly voiced by the Ukraini-
an leadership and EU politicians. Ne-
vertheless, Russia had no intention of
stopping its creeping advance on the
front lines and constant bombing of
Ukrainian territory. In the end, the
Ukrainian delegation arrived in Istan-
bul without a ceasefire and thus bac-
ked down from its previous demand.

In response to Russian dictator Pu-
tin's May 11 statement on the Istanbul
talks, there was another Ukrainian ini-
tiative, but it was purely emotional and
doomed to failure from the outset. On
the same day, Volodymyr Zalenskyy
tried to hijack the agenda. In his usual
style, he said he would personally wait
for Putin in Istanbul. In 2019, such a
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“boyish” challenge was thrown at Poro-
shenko, and he, accustomed to public
politics, accepted it, responding with

“Stadium, yes stadium,” and subse-
quently lost these “stadium debates”
completely, only strengthening the po-
sition of his opponent, Zelenskyy. But
in politics, the same tactics are rarely
repeated successfully twice. It was
naive to expect Putin to repeat Poro-
shenko's mistake. Not to mention that
Putin's personality type is not prone to
improvisation; he dislikes and fears it,
being more accustomed to long-term
planning.

Therefore, on May 16, the Istanbul
“negotiations” were conducted not by
presidents, but by delegations. Ukra-
inian politicians and media gloated
after the fact about the unrepresenta-
tive, “sham” composition of the Rus-
sian negotiating team, as Zelenskyy
put it. But these accusations only em-
phasized that the Ukrainian delega-
tion had fallen into a trap at these ne-
gotiations. Firstly, in 2022, in the same
Istanbul, the Russian delegation was
headed by the same Medinsky, who
has been Putin's formal assistant sin-
ce 2020, but at that time no one called
him “sham.” And secondly, if the com-
position of the enemy delegation is
fake, then why negotiate with them,
because negotiating with “fakes” is
demeaning.

The content of the negotiations co-
uld have been predicted in advance:
the parties had to come up with infla-
ted demands, which, in theory, could
be adjusted at later stages. The Rus-
sian delegation issued a series of ar-
rogant and aggressive “demands” to
hand over to occupation what they
have been unable to take by force for
years: the free territories of the Kher-
son, Zaporizhzhia, Donetsk, and Lu-
hansk regions, which a priori could
not be accepted by the Ukrainian side.
Therefore, there was no meaningful
discussion about a “ceasefire.”

The Ukrainian delegation, which was
much more representative in terms
of its composition, proposed the idea
of a direct meeting between the two
presidents: Zelenskyy and Putin. It is
not certain that this idea is a good one.
First, it emphasizes that the Ukrainian
delegation, despite its supposedly
representative composition, is not ac-
tually authorized to make independent
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decisions, and that all decisions of a
fundamental nature are made solely by
the president. Even if this is the reality,
it is hardly advisable to emphasize it
publicly. Secondly, calls for public dia-
logue with Putin legitimize this Russian
scoundrel.

So what positive outcome can be
expected from these failed “negotia-
tions” in Istanbul, into which Ukraine
was driven by its “senior ally”? One
positive aspect is the agreement to ex-
change 1,000 prisoners for 1,000. Even
if it is possible to get one person out of
Russian torture chambers, it is worth
negotiating for that, and here we have
a record number — a thousand of our
defenders who have returned to their
families! However, despite all the posi-
tives, this turned out to be the bait that
our delegation could not refuse. In oth-
er words, they actually calculated us in

advance and lured us into the trap with
an irresistible bait. In reality, however,
negotiations on prisoner exchanges
are ongoing, and the exchanges them-
selves are ongoing. And in Istanbul,
the agreement on such an exchange
was, again, based on the Russian al-
gorithm. Unfortunately, the enemy has
several times more of our prisoners, so
Ukraine is interested in an exchange
based on the “all for all” formula, while
the Russians, on the other hand, seem
to be engaged in slave trade and ex-
change “head for head” in equal num-
bers. So even this positive “thousand
for athousand” exchange actually took
place on Russia's initiative and accor-
ding to Russian rules.

As aresult, we ended up legitimizing
the enemy, legitimizing Putin personal-
ly, and getting no respite, with Russian
missiles flying at our cities with even

greater intensity.

Putin, now legitimized after Istanbul,
was allowed to have a two-hour tele-
phone conversation with Trump, where
he allowed himself to discuss Melania,
the wife of the American president. We
do not discuss our wives and loved
ones with our enemies, and this looked
a bit like friendly chatter to the outside
world. Therefore, such “humanization”
of an aggressor, whose hands are
covered in blood, weakens Ukraine's
position in the world. This significant
weakening of Ukraine's position is a
consequence of the “May Istanbul”
that we were pushed into. It is not yet
catastrophic, and it is still possible to
turn things around in our favor, but to
do so, we must learn to draw conclu-
sions from our own mistakes and blun-
ders. The war will continue for a long
time.
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Fr. Roman Besesiuk | SPIRITUAL TREASURY

THE FIRST AND GREATEST
COMMANDMENT OF GOD

 FE
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Fr. lic. Roman Bebesiuk —
priest of the Ukrainian Greek
Catholic Church at the
Church of the Immaculate
Conception in San Francisco
and the Church of St.
Volodymyr in Santa Clara

Dear readers!

We continue our journey along spiri-
tual paths, where every turn reveals
something deeper, truer, and eternal.
Today we have before us the first and
most important commandment of God.
It resounds both solemnly and gentle
like the voice of a loving Father:

“l am the Lord your God. You shall
have no other gods before Me!”
(Exodus 20:2-3)

This is not merely a law. It is an invi-
tation — an invitation to a deep, living,
personal encounter with God. It is His
knock on our hearts, His desire to be
not just the Creator somewhere up
there, but our closest Friend, Father,
Savior, and only Treasure.

“The Lord God reveals Himself as
the One who loves man and desires
his salvation... In the first command-
ment, the Lord reveals His Name and
His nature so that man may learn to
trust Him completely” (Catechism of
the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church,
‘Christ is our Passover,’ 840)

linvite you to open this holy word not
only with your mind, but with all your
heart — and to find the source of life,
peace, and true freedom.

THE FIRST COMMANDMENT OF
GOD: “I AM THE LORD YOUR GOD.

YOU SHALL HAVE NO OTHER
GODS BEFORE ME!”

Why should we worship God?

1. God is our Creator and
Sustainer

We are obliged to honor and love
God first and foremost because He
created us. He is the beginning of all
existence. “For in Him we live and mo-
ve and have our being” (Acts 17:28). St.
Irenaeus of Lyons writes: “The glory of
God is man fully alive, and the life of
man is to see God.”

Every cell in our body, every breath
we take, is a gift of His love. Without
Him, we would not exist, we would not
be able to see, think, or love.

2. God is the source of our
salvation

We must give honor to God because
He redeemed us - not with gold or sil-
ver, but with the precious Blood of His
Only Begotten Son (cf. 1 Pet. 1:18-19).
Christ died and rose again for us, ope-
ning the way to eternal life. St. Gregory
of Nazianzus says: “God became man
so that man might become God.”

"Redemption is the work of the Holy
Trinity: God the Father sends His Son to
free man from the bondage of sin. The
Son of God, becoming man, voluntarily
offers Himself as a sacrifice...” (Cate-
chism ‘Christ Our Passover,’ 130).

3. God is the highest Perfection

God is the source of all truth, good-
ness, and beauty. “No one is good
except God alone” (Mk 10:18). We are
called to honor Him not only out of duty,
but also because His holiness and His
love are incomparable. St. Augustine
wrote: “Our heart is restless until it
restsin You.”

“Worship is man's response to God's
revelation and an expression of faith
in the One who is the source of life
and eternity” (Catechism, “Christ Our
Passover,” 844).

How should we honor God?

1. Internally: faith, hope, and
love

Faith is a response to God's truth;
hope is trust in His promises; love is
unity with Him in everything. “Love the
Lord your God with all your heart...” (Mt.
22:37). St. Basil the Great teaches:
“Knowing God is the life of the soul; not
having God in your heart is death.”

“Christian faith is not only knowledge
about God, but above all a personal
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relationship with Him, an expression of
love for Him” (Catechism “Christ is our
Passover,” 40).

2. Externally: prayer, Liturgy,
Sacraments

We show our reverence for God in
prayer, through participation in the
Holy Liturgy, in the Sacraments, espe-
cially in the Eucharist, and in worship of
the Holy Mysteries. “Let us come, let us
worship and bow down before Christ,”
we sing at the beginning of every ser-
vice. Worship is our act of recognition:
You are God, and we are Your children.

“The Church, in her liturgical life, re-
cognizes and glorifies God as the only
Lord... therefore, the Liturgy is the high-
est act of worship” (Catechism “Christ
is our Passover,” 845).

St. John Chrysostom encourag-
es us: “Do you not see that His love for
you is greater than the love of parents
for their children? So do not forget Him,
but keep Him in your heart always.”

What does “you shall have no
other gods before me” mean?

It is a prohibition of idolatry. An idol
is not just a statue. An idol is anything
that takes the place of God in our
hearts. It can be wealth, power, the
body, technology, or even our own

“self.”

“Idolatry is a sin when a person puts
some creature or thing in the place of
God...” (Catechism, “Christ Our Passo-
ver,” 846).

St. Paul warns: “Greed is idolatry”
(Col. 3:5). When a person puts some-
thing else before God, they fall into
the sin of idolatry, even if they are not
aware of it.

Superstition is another form of
idolatry

Dreams, talismans, horoscopes, for-

tune-telling, “energies,” witchcraft,
“cosmic forces” — these are all mani-
festations of superstitious beliefs that
contradict the Gospel. “Do not turn to
sorcerers... | am the Lord your God”
(Lev. 19:31).

“Superstition, divination, spiritism,
occult practices are forms of turning
away from faith in God. A Christian
must avoid any participation in such
practices” (Catechism ‘Christ is our
Passover,’ 848).
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St. Cyprian of Carthage says: “He
who seeks advice from the devil turns
away from God.” Therefore, any re-
course to the occult is a sin against
faith and a violation of God's first
commandment.

Conclusion

The first commandment is an invita-
tion to a deep friendship with God. It
teaches us that without God, our lives
lose meaning, direction, and eternal
purpose. Let us ask ourselves: Is God
truly the center of my life? Or has so-
meone else taken His place?

St. John Cassian emphasized: “Pure
prayer is possible only when the soul
has rid itself of all idols.” So let us pu-
rify our hearts of everything that sepa-
rates us from God and put Him back in
first place.

“Worshiping the one God means re-
cognizing His absolute dominion in my
life, trusting Him, serving Him in every-
thing” (Catechism ‘Christ is our Passo-
ver,” 843).

ABOUT THE VENERATION OF
SAINTS

Some people ask: if only God is wort-
hy of worship, why does the Church
honor the saints? It is important to
understand that veneration of the
saints is not worship, which belongs
only to God, but rather honor for
God's action in people who respond-
ed to His love with the holiness of their
lives.

Who are the saints?

They are those who lived according
to God's commandments, served their
neighbors with love, and, having died
in God's grace, now dwell in God's
glory. They are our friends in heaven
who intercede for us in prayer, help
us grow in faith, and support us in our
struggles.

“Saints are those who faithfully follo-
wed Christ... The Church proclaims the
saints blessed in order to show us the
way to sanctification” (Catechism of
the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church,
‘Christ is our Passover,” §811, 887-889).

Why do we venerate the saints?

1. Because God Himself glorified
them - through their lives, virtues, and
sometimes miracles.

2. Because they show us an examp-
le of how, with God's help, we can live
a holy life in everyday circumstances.

3. Because they are our good fri-
ends and benefactors who sincere-
ly desire our salvation and help us in
prayer.

“The veneration of the saints does not
obscure the unique mediation of Christ,
but rather reveals its power, for the
saints are members of Christ” (CCC
§956; Christ Our Passover §887).

UKRAINIAN
CATHOLIC
UNIVERSITY
FOUNDATION

the participants!

UCU Foundation Welcomed 42 of the Brightest
Ukrainian Entrepreneurs to Palo Alto for the
Second Stanford Ignite Ukraine Program

On May 2nd, Ukrainian Catholic University Foundation and the Consulate
General of Ukraine in San Francisco hosted a Networking Reception for
42 Ukrainian business leaders participating in the second Stanford Ignite
Ukraine educational program. The program is a joint initiative launched

by the Stanford Graduate School of Business and the Ideas Center of
Ukrainian Catholic University, designed to support Ukrainian entrepreneurs
poised to drive their nation’s economic reconstruction. Congrats to

LEARN MORE ABOUT STANFORD IGNITE UKRAINE AT

UCUFOUNDATION.ORG

Can we pray to the saints?

Yes, because we turn to them with
requests for intercession, just as
we ask for prayers from our friends on
earth. The saints, already in God's glo-
ry, are closer to God, and the Church
teaches that their prayers have great
power.

“When the faithful pray to the saints,
this expresses the communion of sa-

ints, the unity of the heavenly and
earthly Church” (Catechism of the
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church,
Christ Our Passover, §889).

Our Ukrainian saints are a
special heritage

Saints from our people, such as St.
Vladimir the Great, Saints Cyril and
Methodius, St. Josaphat, Blessed Mar-
tyr Omelyan Kovch, and the new mar-
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tyrs of the 20™ century, are shining
examples of holiness among the
Ukrainian people, who have become
a sign of God's presence in the histo-
ry of Ukraine.

“The cult of our saints supports and
sanctifies Christian love for the home-
land” (Words of Metropolitan And-
rey Sheptytsky, ‘On the Veneration of
Saints’).

To follow the saints is to walk the
path of holiness

The saints were ordinary people —
they had difficulties, sufferings, and
temptations. But with God's grace,
they triumphed. Their lives are the liv-
ing Gospel, an example for everyone:
for children and parents, for monks
and lay people, for scholars and ordi-
nary people.

“Holiness is not an exception, but a
calling for everyone. The Lord wants
everyone to be holy” (cf. Christ is our
Passover, §881-883).

Those who love God above all else
are:

- do not seek substitutes for God's
love in the idols of the modern world;

- place all their hope in the Lord;

- lovingly follow the example of His
saints;

- live in a constant desire for unity
with Him through prayer, the sacra-
ments, and the observance of the
commandments.

“Belief in the one God includes the
recognition that only He is to be wor-
shipped. The veneration of the saints
does not diminish God's glory, but is a
manifestation of His action in human
history” (cf. Christ Our Passover, §888).

ABOUT THE VENERATION OF
HOLY ANGELS

Like saints, God's angels are our
spiritual friends, guardians, and bene-
factors. The Catechism of the Ukrainian
Greek Catholic Church teaches:

“Angels are spiritual beings created
by God who, remaining faithful to Him,
serve His will and accompany man in
his earthly pilgrimage” ("Christ is our
Passover,” §91).

1. The existence of angels

Holy angels are invisible, immortal
spirits created by God before the cre-
ation of the world, endowed with rea-
son and will. The Catechism explains:

“God created angels as personal, in-
corporeal spirits who freely serve Him”
(“Christ Our Passover,” §90).

Their number is immense:

“Thousands upon thousands served
Him, and countless multitudes stood
before Him“ (Dan. 7:10);

”...and their number was countless
multitudes and thousands upon thou-
sands” (Rev. 5:11).

St. John of Damascus teaches:

“An angel is a rational, free, incor-
poreal being, always in motion, who
serves God and is sent to help us at
His command” (On the Orthodox Faith,
11,3).

The Holy Fathers speak of nine
angelic orders: Seraphim, Cherubim,
Thrones, Dominions, Powers, Virtues,
Principalities, Archangels, and Angels
(cf. St. Gregory the Great, “Homiliae in
Evangelia”).

However, not all angels remained
faithful to God. Some, rebelling against
their Creator out of pride, were cast
down and became demons:

“...the angels who did not keep their
dignity but abandoned their dwelling
place, He bound forever in darkness
with chains” (Jude 1:6).

2. The task of the holy angels

The task of angels is to glorify God,
carry out His will, and serve man:

“Angels, though invisible, are real
messengers of God, His servants, who
bring people the news of salvation
and accompany them” (“Christ Our
Passover,” §91).

Isaiah saw the Seraphim singing:

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts:
the whole earth is full of His glory!” (I1sa-
iah 6:3).

The psalmist exclaims:

“Praise Him, all His angels!” (Psalm
148:2).

In Scripture, angels appear as God's
messengers. They preach to Abraham,
Moses, Zechariah, the Blessed Virgin
Mary, and St. Joseph. An angel an-
nounces Christmas to the shepherds
and appears at Christ's Resurrection
and Ascension.

St. Basil the Great writes:

“Every believer has an angel as a
teacher and shepherd who guides his
life” (On the Holy Spirit, 16:39).

Guardian angels deserve special
attention. They protect a person from
birth to death.

“For He will command His angels
concerning you to guard you in all your
ways“ (Ps. 91:11).

"Their angels in heaven always see
the face of my Father in heaven” (Mt.
18:10).

The Catechism of the Ukrainian
Greek Catholic Church explains:

“God gives each person a guardian
angel, who is a sign of God's closeness
and guidance” ("Christis our Passover,”
§92).

3. Our attitude toward angels

We must be grateful to our guardian
angels and honor them through prayer,
trust, and imitation in faithfulness to
God. St. Bernard of Clairvaux exhorts:

“Respect his presence, love his
devotion, trust his care, live piously
so as not to sadden your compan-
ion” (Sermon on the Guardian Angel).

Prayer to the guardian angel is not
only a pious tradition, but a manifesta-
tion of our faith in God's care. The Ca-
techism teaches:

“Christians place their hope in the
help of angels, especially in difficult
moments of life, in temptations, and at
the hour of death” (Christ is Our Pass-
over, §92).

4. Testimony from life

Once, a missionary in the Philippi-
nes was called three times by an un-
known voice at night to a dying man.
Although the villagers did not know
about the sick man, he did not lose
heart. On the third time, taking a diffe-
rent route, he came across a lonely hut
where he found a terminally ill man who
said joyfully: “Every day for 50 years, |
prayed to my guardian angel for a hap-
py death. | knew you would come.”

Such testimonies reveal the living
presence of God's angels in our lives.

Prayer to the guardian angel

Angel of God, my guardian,

Stay at my side always!

Morning, evening, day, and night —

Be there to help me!

We are looking for volunteers to distribute
the newspaper "Hromada" in
Los Angeles and the surrounding area.

Please write to us at
info@hromada.us
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™ EDUCATE.

APPLY BY JUNE 30, 2025

GET FINANGCIAL SUPPORT FROM

THE UNWLA PARTHERS AND STAY

FOCUSED ON YOUR STUDIES

May 28, 2025 — New York, NY -
As the Ukrainian National Women’s
League of America (UNWLA) cele-
brates its centennial year, the organi-
zation reaffirms its longstanding com-
mitment to education by continuing to
support scholarship programs for stu-
dents of Ukrainian descent and those
advancing Ukrainian arts, sciences,
and cultural studies.

Since its founding in 1925, UNW-
LA has made educational initiatives a
cornerstone of its mission to support
Ukraine and empower Ukrainian wom-
en. In the late 1950s, UNWLA launched
its own scholarship fund, sustained
over the decades by the generosity of
donors and members.

All UNWLA programs fall under four
pillars: Advocate. Educate. Cultivate.
Care. Through these pillars, the orga-
nization continues to provide financial
support and mentorship to future lead-
ers.

“For a century, UNWLA has believed
that education is one of the most pow-
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erful ways to uplift individuals and
communities,” said UNWLA President
Natalie Pawlenko. “These scholarships
continue our legacy and invest in the
next generation of proud, capable, and
engaged Ukrainian-American women.”

UNWLA is currently accepting
applications for two scholarship
programs:

» The Vovk Foundation Schol-
arship honors lvan Vovchuk, a noted
scholar and leader of the Organization
of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN), and
his son Andrew, a pioneering engineer.
In partnership with UNWLA, the Vovk
Foundation offers an endowed annual
scholarship for students of Ukrainian
heritage studying technology, engi-
neering, arts, or the humanities. Apply
at: https://bit.ly/Vovk24

« The Eva Staszkiw Scholarship
Fund supports students advancing
Ukrainian science and the arts. A de-
voted UNWLA member, Eva Staszkiw
began contributing to the scholarship

-

UNWLA ACCEPTS APPLICATIONS
FOR TWO SCHOLARSHIPS
FOR STUDENTS OF UKRAINIAN

fund in the 1950s and later be-
queathed her life savings to expand it.
Apply at: https://bit.ly/StaszkiwFund

Applications for both scholarship
programs are open until June 30,
2025.

For media inquiries, please con-
tact:

Mariya Kvit-Flynn, UNWLA VP of PR
vp-pr@unwla.org

About UNWLA

The Ukrainian National Women’s
League of America (UNWLA), estab-
lished in 1925, is the longest-standing
Ukrainian women’s organization in the
United States. With a mission ground-
ed in advocacy, education, cultural
preservation, and humanitarian aid,
UNWLA has supported generations
of Ukrainian-Americans and provided
critical assistance to Ukraine for 100
years.
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BROWNIAN MOTION AROUND AND

BEYOND NEGOTIATIONS

Nadia Banchik —

ajournalist and political
columnist for American
publications who has covered
the crimes of Putin’'s Russia,
from the destruction of the
Chechen Republic of Ichkeria
to the modern attack on
Ukraine. In 1998, in her native
Lviv, together with her mother,
Candidate of Philology Iryna
Kvitko, she co-founded the
first Jewish newspaper in the
then USSR, "Shofar".

The first direct contact between the
Ukrainian and Russian delegations
led to nothing. The top officials did
not show up at the meeting place and
then awkwardly tried to explain why
they did so. Since then, there has been
a constant exchange of contradictory
statements and chaotic movements
both around the Russian-Ukrainian
war and far beyond its borders.

Negotiations have begun

Since the 80" anniversary of the
anti-Hitler coalition’s victory over Nazi
Germany, there has been a flurry of
activity surrounding the Russian-
Ukrainian war. On May 10, a landmark
meeting between British Prime Minis-
ter Keir Starmer, German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz, French President Em-
manuel Macron, and Polish Prime Min-
ister Donald Tusk in Kyiv showed that
Europe (at least the aforementioned
states, the “coalition of the willing”)
has awakened and intends to act de-
cisively to defend Ukraine and lead US
President Donald Trump, who is trying
to resist and distance himself from
European affairs. Thus, an actual ulti-
matum was issued to Russian dictator
Putin in Kyiv: if he does not announce
a 30-day ceasefire “starting Monday,
Europeans, together with the US, will
impose severe sanctions against Rus-
sia. It seemed that European colleagu-
es had managed to persuade Trump
to join them.

However, Putin suddenly made an
unexpected proposal: to “meet in
Istanbul” with either Trump or the
Ukrainian delegation — he was vague
on this point. Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy picked up on this

proposal: “I will come to Turkey and
wait for you, Putin, and you will not be
able to find a reason to avoid the mee-
ting”... It would seem that the Russian
dictator was trapped? Of course! He
got out of it in the only way he could:
he simply did not come, spitting in the
face not only of his Ukrainian opponent,
but also of his supposed American
friend. Instead, he sent a delegation
to Istanbul, headed by... his cultural
advisor V. Medinsky, not even a se-
cond-tier but a third-tier official, a bit-
ter enemy of Ukraine; it included se-
cond and third deputies of the heads
of the Russian intelligence services.
Medinsky embodied Putin's view of
these negotiations: they were suppo-
sedly a “continuation” of the negoti-
ations that also took place in Istanbul
at the end of April 2022. Medinsky also
headed the Russian delegation at that
time. At that time, the delegations did
not decide anything, nor could they,
because the Russian side was im-
posing capitulation on Ukraine, even
though it had suffered a humiliating
defeat near Kyiv. The Ukrainian dele-
gation was headed, then as now, by
the Minister of Defense (then Reznikov,
now Umerov) and the Minister of For-
eign Affairs (then Kuleba, now Sybyga),
because Ukraine took the negotiati-
ons seriously.

So, on May 16 in Istanbul, the
Ukrainian and Russian delegations
looked each other in the eye for the
first time since their only meeting at
the beginning of the full-scale war.
Three years have passed, many diffe-
rent events have taken place, and only
the demands of the Russian Federa-
tion have remained almost unchanged.
Only now, in addition to their previous
demands, they demanded that four
Ukrainian regions be handed over to
them, otherwise, according to Medins-
ky, they would demand “six or seven.”
The delegation did not explain where
they would get the resources for this,
given that they have been attempting
to occupy Pokrovsk for a year now.

It is clear that such negotiations co-
uld not end in anything (this was evi-
dent even before they began). Only
through the mediation of Turkey was it
possible to agree on a large-scale ex-
change of prisoners — 1,000 for 1,000.

So what about Trump? If he had
imposed hellish sanctions, as agreed
with the Europeans, he would have
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admitted to the whole world and his
voters that Mr. Putin had “subtly”
thrown him under the bus, in true KGB
style. But Trump had large-scale busi-
ness deals with Russia in mind. There-
fore, imposing sanctions on Russia is
completely impractical for him. So, he
resorted to his usual tactic - “play-
ing dumb.” Like, “Why would he, Pu-
tin, come to Istanbul if | wasn't there?
Why would | go if he wasn't there?”
(I'm quoting almost verbatim; this
statement by the 47" US president
will probably go down in history). And
in general, “no one there will be able
to decide anything until Putin and |
meet face to face.” The 47" president's
cherished dream - to repeat his meet-
ing with the Russian dictator after
their one and only meeting in Helsinki
in 2017 - seemed close... (However,
every US president has marked the
beginning of his term with a meeting
with his Russian counterpart and
sooner or later has learned from his
own experience that it is impossible
to do business with him — why should
Trump be an exception? Everyone
wants to get their own bumps from
this interaction).

Trump announced a telephone con-
versation with Putin, which took place
on May 19. The US president and the
Russian dictator spoke for two hours.
Of course, no one reported what they
agreed on (except for general phrases
in official press releases).

War amid talks of negotiations

Of course, there has been no cease-
fire. It seems that this “unconditional”
condition has been removed from the
agenda of the US president's media-
tion efforts. Russian officials are com-
ing up with new “conditions” every
day, which are basically just old claims
that make it pretty clear they want to
destroy Ukraine as an independent
country.

Meanwhile, the Trump administrati-
on has said something totally new that
he didn't mention during his campaign.
First, Trump himself has clearly hint-
ed that he may recognize Crimea as
Russian de jure (the special declara-
tion made by his administration during
his first term in 2018, that the US “will
never recognize the occupation of
Crimea by the Russian Federation,”
which was announced by the State
Department, has been completely for-
gotten). After the uproar that followed
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this statement, he allegedly reiterated
that Crimea is Ukrainian.

Second, if, as they say, no effective
steps are taken to achieve a cease-
fire, his administration will completely
abandon mediation in this “conflict”
and switch to “more pressing” issues.

Meanwhile, the war has become
even more intense — hundreds of dro-
nes and dozens of ballistic missiles
are destroying Ukrainian cities, taking
dozens of civilian lives and turning mo-
re and more Ukrainians into invalids.
During Biden's time, the Russians at
least refrained from striking Kyiv; now,
strikes on the capital are almost daily.

All records were broken on May
24-26, when the US commemorates
Memorial Day for those who died in all
wars. For three nights in a row, Russian
missiles and drones struck almost all
Ukrainian cities. Videos of completely
destroyed peaceful houses in a village
near Kyiv spread around the world,

Voted best of Palo Alto
6 years running

bringing the Russian-Ukrainian war
back to the front pages. Deep dissatis-
faction with Trump’s policy of appeas-
ing Putin broke out even among his fel-
low party members.

It seems that Trump himself has
lost his patience. “I've known him
[Putin] for a long time, but something
has happened to him. He's gone com-
pletely mad!” Trump wrote after these
diabolical raids. Even more eloquent
was Trump's second post, which some
commentators called a “confession”:

“What is he doing? He knows that if it
weren't for me, Russia would be in big
trouble!”

On the same day, Russian stock ex-
changes reacted to Trump's posts by
crashing, as if as a result of Trump's
trade wars.

After these posts, German Chancel-
lor Merz officially announced that his
country, as well as the US, Britain, and
France, were lifting all restrictions on

*‘7&_

Ukraine's ability to strike military tar-
gets in Russia. On May 28, in Berlin,
Zelenskyy and Merz signed an agree-
ment under which Germany will invest
in the production of long-range wea-
pons in Ukraine and purchase its pro-
ducts in order to materially encourage
Ukraine to produce its own weapons
that can be used without restrictions.
Merz stated that further deliveries of
German weapons to Ukraine will be
kept secret, thus not revealing whet-
her Germany will supply Taurus mis-
siles. In fact, with these demonstrati-
vely brutal strikes on civilian targets,
Russia has outplayed itself, causing
the war to move to a new stage that is
even more dangerous for itself.
Coming to his senses, Putin asked
Trump for a “second round” of ne-
gotiations between the Russian and
Ukrainian delegations. Trump again
postponed the introduction of “hellish”
sanctions: “I will understand whether
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he is leading me by the nose in a week
or two,” said the 47" US president.

Trump has the same tactic (or comp-
lete lack thereof) when it comes to the
Russian dictator and the trade war with
the EU: one day, threats of sky-high
sanctions (or tariffs) and stock market
crashes, and the next day, postpone-
ment of these steps as if nothing had
happened.

It seems that neither he nor his en-
tourage are not only unable to calcula-
te the consequences of such behavior,
but are also not opposed to throwing
Europe at the feet of the Russian dicta-
tor. “Make America great again”?!

Is distrust of European allies
rooted in history?

Trump and his officials have repeat-
edly hinted at their intention to with-
draw from European affairs during
the election campaign. The biggest
complaint against their European col-
leagues is that they are “using the US”
and are not doing anything for their
own security. At the same time, neither
Trump nor any of his close associates
have mentioned the only time in his-
tory when Article 5 of the Washington
Treaty of NATO was officially invoked

— after the terrorist attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001 in New York. Then all
NATO members came to the aid of the
US in the “war on international terror-
ism” it had declared (how it was waged
is a completely different question).

However, Trump is a “master of
deals” (whether he really is, as we can
see, is debatable), not a geopolitician
and, even less, a “politician of values.
And the EU, Britain, and the Scandi-
navian countries remain ardent sup-
porters of preserving the international
system of values, which was built on
the experience of their unpreceden-
ted suffering in the 20™ century. and
ensured the prosperity of the entire
Euro-Atlantic civilization for almost
80 years. This system has undergone
crisis and changes, but is far from
destroyed and, as current European
leaders believe, is still able to regulate
international relations.

Alex Rougande, a graduate stu-
dent at Columbia University, shows in
Newsweek, deeply analyzing relations
between the United States and Euro-
pe, that the cracks in the transatlantic
alliance are not new. In addition to well-
known facts about the periods of the
First and Second World Wars, the re-
searcher cites a very eloquent histori-
cal episode — 1956, the events around
the Suez Canal.

“In 1956, Egyptian President Gamal
Abdel Nasser nationalized the Suez
Canal, which had previously been con-

trolled by the Suez Canal Company,
which was in turn controlled by France
and Great Britain. Fearing that the
Red Sea shipping lanes would be cut
off, Great Britain and France secretly
planned military action in alliance with
Israel against Egypt. But President
Eisenhower, fearing that Egypt would
shift to the side of the Soviet Union,
supported Nasser and pressured his
allies to back down, which allowed
Egypt to retain control of the canal
and reduce British and French influ-
ence in the Middle East.”

This episode became the starting
point, since when the paths not only of
Europe and the United States, but also
within Europe, have diverged some-
what: Britain began to coordinate its
policies more closely with the States,
while France, on the contrary, distan-
ced itself somewhat and “increased
its independence,” according to
Rougande.

Under Trump, the cracks have deep-
ened. This is due to disagreements
not only regarding the “unevenness” in
defense spending, but also systemic
differences.

“The idea that Western Europe is
riding free on the US defense machine
has spread in the Republican Party
since Russian President Viadimir
Putin’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022.
Reagan-era conservatives like former
Senate Republican leader Mitch
McConnell have staunchly defended
America’s $183 billion investment in
Ukraine’s defense. But other mem-
bers of the party like Vance have urged
Western Europe to take the lead so
America can shift its focus elsewhere.
While this issue has been at the cen-
ter of America’s relations with Euro-
pe for much of the past three years,
other ideological, cultural and histor-
ical trends have played a role in shift-
ing that relationship from the cozy
Reagan days to the icy atmosphere
under Trump. It remains to be seen to
what extent these changes in relations
reflect a new defense strategy rather
than a response to growing cultural
divides between the Republican Party
and Western Europe,” the researcher
writes.

The claims about “free use” are
somewhat exaggerated, and most im-
portantly, they have a shifted empha-
sis. Europe did not “use” the United
States intentionally; reducing defense
spending was a general trend of Euro-
Atlantic civilization, including the Uni-
ted States, after, as it seemed for a
long time, the end of the Cold War.

Moreover, the tendency to “trade
rather than fight” in general and with
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the Russian Federation in particu-
lar was the essence of this civilization
until Putin’s brazen violation of its foun-
dations in 2014 (in fact, since 1999, but
then no one preferred to notice it, and
the “war on international terrorism
also contributed to the Russian ghoul).

Rougande cites statistical data:

“According to the World Bank, the
military spending of the European Uni-
on as a percentage of GDP has been
decreasing since the early 1960s.
However, the greatest drop - from
2.6%to 1.3% — occurred between 1987
and 2014, and this figure only began to
increase in 2019. America also began
to spend less between 1986 and 2001,
but after the terrorist attacks of Sep-
tember 11, this figure increased from
3.1% to 4.9% in 2010, and then de-
creased to 3.4%.

“Given the Trump administration’s
perception of the EU and its leaders
as an integral part of the ‘liberal order’
[in the world — N.B.], it is possible that
hostility towards this region may inten-
sify,” concludes Rougande.

As if to confirm this, Trump sud-
denly “right off the bridge” on May 23
announced the introduction of 50%
tariffs on imported goods with the EU
from June 1 (although the 3 months for
which he postponed the tariffs end on
July 9 - despite the fact that on May
16 the US credit index was lowered,
and after the announcement of these
additional tariffs the American stock
markets collapsed again). | have suspi-
cions: is this not a reaction of the "deal
maker” to the results of the elections
in Romania, where voters "rolled out”
an ultra-right supporter of Trumpism,
electing a supporter of European valu-
es and support for Ukraine? Because
the result of the Romanian elections
may indicate (at least in the eyes of
American Trumpists) that voters in the
EU are already rejecting Trumpism,
which, it would seem, has loomed on
the horizon.

Added to these circumstances are
the illusions of some part of Trump's
entourage (and perhaps even his own)
that Putin’s Russia can be brought
closer to the US and torn away from
China. Although numerous political sci-
entists clearly show that these illusions
are futile, they have not yet been com-
pletely dispelled.

America’s greatness vs.
“America First”?

However, even among Republicans,
there are growing concerns about the
dangers of the US withdrawing from
Europe.

This is the opinion of Clifford May,
founder of the non-governmental Fo-
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undation for Defense of Democracies,
a conservative think tank founded af-
ter the September 11, 2001, attacks
(interview with Radio Liberty corres-
pondent Todd Prince).

Although, according to Prince, it is
good that as a result of Trump’s ac-
tions and the war unleashed by Putin
in Europe, there is already, in his words,
a “redistribution of responsibility for
common defense towards greater ba-
lance” between the US and its Euro-
pean allies, if the US withdraws from
Europe, it will lose its status as a great
power.

“There is a certain tension, at least
it seems to me, between the slogans
of “America First” and “Make Ameri-
ca Great Again.” To be “great again,”
America must be a leader. But it can-
not be a leader if it gives in to adversa-
ries like communist China, which [Pre-
sident] Xi Jinping clearly seeks to do,”
Prince quotes May as saying.

The interview emphasizes the dan-
ger of not recognizing that NATO, and
therefore the United States, is not just
confronting Russia, but also an “axis of
evil.”

“Despite ideological differences -
Chinese and North Korean types of
communism, Islamic theocracy in Iran,
and neo-imperialism in Russia — [May]
rejects the idea that their cooperation
is purely opportunistic.

China, North Korea, and Iran are ma-
terially supporting Russia’s war against
Ukraine with missiles, drones, and
other weapons systems. Pyongyang
has even sent more than 11,000
troops to help, while Russia could of-
fer sensitive submarine technology to
China and North Korea in response,
according to Admiral Samuel Papa-
ro, commander of the US Indo-Pacific
Command.

Meanwhile, all four countries are
accelerating their military buildup, par-

ticularly in missile production, and as
a result, the United States is no lon-
ger safe from attack. May argues that
unless Washington and its European
allies increase defense spending,
they risk strategic decline.

Selling US-made weapons to Ukra-
ine would benefit the United States,
May says. “It would support our facto-
ries, strengthen our defense-industri-
al base, and ensure that Putin cannot
simply regroup and attack again in a
few years.”

May warns that the danger of a Rus-
sian attack on the Suwalki Corridor is
real.

Putin “could try to create a land
bridge to Kaliningrad, a Russian ex-
clave divided by NATO members Po-
land and Lithuania, just as he did with
Crimea.”

According to May, this scenario po-
ses an existential test for NATO.

“Are we fighting for a road through
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southern Lithuania? If not, NATO will
fall apart,” he said.

How much this worries Trump and
his supporters is currently unknown,
since most Americans are still inclined
to the system of values and loyal to
their allies. This is evidenced, in parti-
cular, by the growing disagreements
within the Republican Party over
Trump’s personal attitude towards the
Russian dictator. Currently, 81 out of
100 senators, from both parties, are
ready to support the bill on tougher
sanctions against the Russian Federa-
tion. For now, they are waiting to see
whether the owner of the White House
will mature enough to realize the need
for them.

Trump’s Middle East tour —
abandoning Israel?

In addition to the complete uncer-
tainty over Ukraine, political analysts
noted with surprise another sharp turn
in Trump’s foreign policy: his visits to
three Gulf countries and the striking
absence of a visit to Israel.

In addition to the almost openly de-
monstrative disrespect for its closest
strategic ally, this tour sharply shifted
the emphasis from US geopolitical
influence in the Middle East to open-
ly businesslike, economic deals with
Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Qatar, with-
out regard to Israel’s security inter-
ests and even to a large extent to US
security.

In Riyadh, Saudi Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman and Donald
Trump signed an agreement on the
sale of $142 billion in arms to Saudi
Arabia on May 13. “The White House
statement called the deal “the largest
defense cooperation agreement ever
concluded by Washington.” The admi-
nistration of former US President Joe
Biden tried unsuccessfully to conclu-
de a similar defense pact with Riyadh
as part of a broader agreement that
would have normalized the Saudi king-
dom'’s relations with Israel. However,
both sides have now apparently for-
gotten about Israel's interests. Donald
Trump has now called Prince Moham-

med bin Salman "an incredible person,”

adding that the connection between
their two countries is now "stronger
than ever,” notes Alexander Dubrovsky
on Radio Liberty (Russian edition).

In addition, Trump has agreed with
the Saudis to increase oil production,
which, of course, will reduce oil prices.
Whether this will affect Putin enough
remains to be seen. Equally significant
mutual investments are specified in
agreements with Qatar and the UAE.
In the Emirates, in particular, the par-

ties signed an agreement to create a
large international center for artificial
intelligence. In contrast to the icy rela-
tions with the leaders of Europe, here
Trump bathed in Eastern hospitality.
Undoubtedly, he achieved mutually be-
neficial economic relations between
the mentioned countries and the Uni-
ted States, but how?

In Qatar, in particular, Trump agreed
only on the release of one of the 21 still
alive hostages captured by Hamas in
Israel on the infamous day of October
7, 2023, — a US and Israeli citizen Idan
Alexander. What awaits the rest of the
hostages, how the war between Israel
and Hamas will end — all this was left
out of the question. And more! In Qa-
tar, Trump received a luxurious palace
plane worth $400 million as a gift. It
was issued as an official gift to the US
government, it will be used as the offi-
cial presidential plane — and this is no
longer considered a bribe.

Trump also held a very controversial
meeting in Saudi Arabia with the ac-
ting president of Syria, Ahmed al-
Sharaa. In the recent past, he belon-
ged to Al-Qaeda, but later his group
allegedly severed ties with it, but is
he really building a pro-Western state
in Syria, albeit not a democratic one
(the East is after all)? It seems that he
is oriented towards Turkey, but to what
extent, what kind of internal structure
is being built in modern Syria, there is
great uncertainty. According to many
reports, the country is again on the
verge of a new outbreak of civil war.

But maybe American investments
will keep the numerous groups in Syria
from the temptation to sort out relati-
ons with weapons?

“White House Press Secretary Caro-
line Leavitt said that Trump, during a
meeting with al-Sharaa, urged him
to establish diplomatic relations with
Israel and continue the fight against
terrorism. Al-Sharaa, in turn, told
Trump that he would welcome Ameri-
can investments in Syria’s oil and gas
industry,” Dubrovsky notes.

Will these purely business relations
with the US finally tear Syria away from
the Russian Federation? And from Chi-
na? Again, uncertainty.

Trump attempted to apply an old
principle to relations with the Middle
East — "where there is trade, there is
no war." It is already clear that Putin
does not go along with it. Whether this
principle will work in relations with the
Arab world remains to be seen. Wheth-
er this will harm lIsrael and push Net-
anyahu into Putin’s arms remains to be
seen.
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Historical examples must also be
taken into account. The principle of
trade and business benefits as oppo-
sed to militant ideologies — but without
clearly formulated demands to build a
societal system compatible with the
West — was already attempted by the
US in the 1990s with regard to Russia
and also China. The consequences
are plain to see. Having taken advan-
tage of the benefits of trade and busi-
ness relations, both countries retur-
ned to aggressiveness towards their
well-wishers. Won't the same thing
happen with Arab monarchies?

Challenges and opportunities for
Ukraine

Not only domestic, but also foreign
policy of the United States under Trump
increasingly resembles the Brownian
movement with the ultimate goal of
destroying the system of internation-
al law and laws and replacing it with a
chaotic system of individual trade and
business agreements. This policy, es-
pecially with regard to Europe, poses
significant challenges for Ukraine.

It is becoming increasingly clear
that Trump may withdraw from the
self-proclaimed mediation in the Rus-
sian-Ukrainian war, which Putin is
pushing him to do. Whether the Uni-
ted States will abandon Ukraine, and
therefore Europe, by stopping arms
supplies, is an open question. Perhaps
Trump will sell American weapons to
Ukraine, for which European allies will
pay - this is still unclear. Trump’s re-
lations with his fellow party members
in Congress and the mood among his
voters may play a decisive role here.

However, Trump's Middle East tour
has led me to a somewhat unusual
idea — | will express it as a guess.
Ukraine already has certain relations
with the Arab monarchies, particularly
in humanitarian matters. Shouldn't we
conclude business agreements with
them? Of course, not on the scale of
the United States, but more modest
ones wouldn't hurt either. In particular,
in the field of weapons?

Such agreements against the back-
drop of the new Trump world could
open up additional opportunities for
Ukraine to supplement its coopera-
tion with Europe and the United States
itself.

After all, in today's world, Ukraine
absolutely needs to master the art that
the founder of the modern indepen-
dent Ukrainian state, Leonid Kravchuk,
brought to perfection: maneuvering
between raindrops, even when the
rain is pouring down in a continuous
downpour.
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“WANDERING STARS” VISITED SACRAMENTO
WITH THEIR FIRST UKRAINIAN-LANGUAGE
PLAY BASED ON IVAN FRANKO’S FAIRY TALE
“THE PAINTED FOX”

“Wandering Stars” continue their
tour through Northern California! At
the invitation of the Ukrainian commu-
nity of Sacramento, and to the delight
of children, “The Painted Fox” arrived
with all the animals of the magical fo-
rest. This is the fourth theatrical event
organized in collaboration with the
nonprofit organization “Hromada” in
support of the “Anhelyk” Foundation
and its initiatives in Ukraine.

Children and adults enjoyed the
wonderful performances of the actors,
who managed to transport the audi-
ence into the fairy-tale forest and the
adventures of its inhabitants. Viewers
took away many valuable lessons and
returned home in great spirits, with
cherished souvenirs won during the
auction.

On behalf of the nonprofit organiza-
tion “Hromada,” we extend our sincere
thanks to all the guests of the per-
formance, our wonderful actors, and
artistic director Yelena Bilyak; to Na-
talie Kokhanyy for assistance with
renting the venue; to Andriy Shegera
and PodiyaSound for kindly and ge-
nerously providing the sound equip-
ment free of charge; and to lhor But-
kovskyi and Veronika Buliuk for the
beautiful paintings donated for the
auction.

A heartfelt thank-you to all the acti-
ve participants of the auction with their
valuable lots — thanks to our combined
efforts, we raised $2,025, with expen-
ses totaling $440, resulting in a fund-
raising outcome of $1,585.

Thank you, and see you next time,
friends!

MANPIEE

TIFEH
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UKRAINIAN NEWS

Total enemy combat losses

~987330
10867

22652 -

28

S

336

50198 105

3902

A FMesepansyddi imad 35poe s Can Yapaoe

According to the General Staff, the
total combat losses of the enemy from
February 24, 2022 to May 31, 2025 are
approximately as follows:

Personnel — 987,330 people were
eliminated,

Tanks — 10,867 units,

Armored personnel carriers —
22,652 units,

Artillery systems — 28,475 units,

MLRS — 1,400 units,

Air defense systems — 1,173 units,

Aircraft — 372 units,

Helicopters — 336 units,

Operational and tactical level UAVs —
38,215 units,

Cruise missiles — 3,265 units,

Ships and boats — 28 units,

Submarines — 1 unit,

Vehicles and tankers — 50,198 units,

Special equipment — 3,902 units.

Parliament ratifies
agreement with US
on mineral
resources

On May 8, the Verkhovna Rada rati-
fied an agreement with the US on co-
operation in the extraction of mine-
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ral resources. The bill was support-
ed by 338 MPs, with no one voting
against it or abstaining. The document
was signed by President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy.

During the presentation of the do-
cument, Economy Minister Yulia Svy-
rydenko noted that the agreement is

“equal,” with Ukraine retaining owner-
ship and control over subsoil resour-
ces, which also belong to the state.

“The agreement is in the interests of
Ukraine and will ensure a reliable part-
nership, economic growth, investment,
and modernization,” she added.

The agreement provides for the cre-
ation of an American-Ukrainian invest-
ment fund for recovery. Prime Minister
Denys Shmyhal named five key princi-
ples of the document:

- The fund is created on a 50/50
basis, and both parties have equal
voting rights;

- Ukraine retains full control over
subsoil, infrastructure, and natural
resources;

- The agreement does not provide for
any debt obligations;

- The fund will invest in projects and
guarantee commercial purchases of
products on a “take or pay” basis;

- The agreement will not hinder
Ukraine's membership in the EU.

Ratification of the document by the
US Congress is not required, as the
investment fund's main work will be
carried out within the legal framework
of Ukraine.

Ukraine will
receive nearly €1.9
billion from the EU
for weapons at the
expense of Russian
assets

Lot

The European Union has confirmed
its historic decision to provide Ukraine
with nearly €1.9 billion for the purchase
of weapons. The money will be provid-
ed from frozen Russian assets.

This was announced by Prime Mini-
ster Denys Shmyhal on Friday, May 9.
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According to Shmyhal, the money
will be distributed as follows:

- €1 billion will be allocated for the
purchase of weapons according to the
so-called “Danish model” — directly
from Ukrainian manufacturers.

- Over €600 million will be allocated
for artillery and ammunition.

- Over €200 million will be allocated
to strengthen Ukraine's air defense.

“In this way, we are not only strength-
ening our defense capabilities, butalso
stimulating the economy and innova-
tion in our defense-industrial complex,”
Shmyhal added.

At the same time, in April, the EU
promised to transfer more than €2 bil-
lion in revenue from Russian assets.

The Council of
Europe has
officially launched
the creation of a
special tribunal for
Russia

The Committee of Ministers of the
Council of Europe has launched the
process of creating a Special Tribunal
for crimes of aggression by the Rus-
sian Federation against Ukraine. The
decision was taken at a meeting in Lux-
embourg on May 14.

“The Committee of Ministers of the
Council of Europe today reaffirmed its
unwavering commitment to Ukraine on
its path to justice and reconstruction
by launching the process of establish-
ing a special tribunal for the crime of
aggression by the Russian Federation,”
the statement said.

It is reported that the ministers in-
structed the Secretary General of the
Council of Europe, Elena Berse, to lead
the process of establishing a special
tribunal for the crime of aggression
within the Council of Europe by con-
cluding an agreement with Ukraine.

The ministers also welcomed ongo-
ing efforts to reach an agreement on
the establishment of a claims com-
mission for Ukraine, possibly under
the auspices of the Council of Europe,

and reaffirmed their determination to
ensure the return of Ukrainian children
illegally deported or forcibly displaced
by Russia.

The special tribunal will deal exclu-
sively with Russia’s crime of aggres-
sion against Ukraine. War crimes and
crimes against humanity will be inves-
tigated by national courts or the Inter-
national Criminal Court.

The tribunal will consider only the
actions of those who planned the inva-
sion of Ukraine — the country’s top mil-
itary and political leadership: Viadimir
Putin, Sergey Lavrov, Mikhail Mishus-
tin and others. In addition, the tribunal
may consider the actions of Alexander
Lukashenko. In total, there will be 20-
30 people on the list of defendants, ac-
cording to DW.

The investigation will be initiated by
the Prosecutor General of Ukraine. The
investigation will be conducted and
the indictment will be prepared by the
tribunal's prosecutor.

The investigating judge of the tri-
bunal approves or rejects the arrest
warrant. Next comes the tribunal itself
and the verdict.

As for Putin, Lavrov, and Mishustin,
after charges are brought against
them, the consideration of their cases
will be suspended until they leave their
posts.

The tribunal will be able to try all oth-
er defendants in absentia.

The defendants could face up to 30
years in prison or life imprisonment.

The tribunal's statute also provides
for the possibility of confiscation of
property and fines. According to DW,
the seized funds will be transferred to
a special fund to compensate victims
of Russian aggression in Ukraine.

In March 2023, the International
Criminal Court in The Hague issued
an international arrest warrant for
Russian President Vladimir Putin. He
is suspected of illegally deporting
Ukrainian children.

Ukraine and Russia
exchanged
prisonersina
“1,000 for 1,000”
format

On May 25, Ukraine returned anoth-
er 303 defenders from Russian capti-
vity. This was the last exchange under
the “1,000 for 1,000” agreement.

It is known that the freed defenders
defended Ukraine in the Donetsk and
Luhansk regions, in Zaporizhzhia and

Kharkiv regions, and in Kherson, Sumy,
and Chernihiv regions.

The three-day “1,000 for 1,000” ex-
change was the sixth exchange in 2025,
65 since the start of the full-scale in-
vasion. A total of 5,757 Ukrainian citi-
zens have been freed during this time.
Another 536 Ukrainians were returned
outside of the exchanges.

The freed defenders will now rece-
ive all necessary medical care and re-
habilitation, as well as all payments
for the time spent in captivity and one-
time financial assistance.

On May 23, Ukraine and Russia car-
ried out the first part of a large-scale
prisoner exchange in a “1,000 for
1,000” format. On that day, 390 Ukrai-
nians, including 120 civilians, returned
home.

On May 24, during the second stage
of the prisoner exchange, 307 military
personnel were returned home.

On May 6, Ukraine and Russia also
carried out a large prisoner exchange.
205 Ukrainian soldiers returned home.

The EU imposed
sanctions against
Russia for the use
of chemical
weapons in Ukraine

The Council of the European Union
imposed sanctions against three Rus-
sian organizations involved in the de-
velopment and use of chemical wea-
pons in Ukraine.

The restrictions apply to:

- Russia’s radiation, chemical, and
biological protection troops;

- the 27" Scientific Center of the
Russian Armed Forces;

- the 33 Central Research and Test-
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ing Institute of the Russian Ministry of
Defense.

The decision was made based on re-
ports released by the Organisation for
the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons
confirming the presence of chemical
substances in samples collected on
the front lines in Ukraine.

“The EU's restrictive measures
against the use and proliferation of
chemical weapons now apply to a to-
tal of 25 individuals and 6 organiza-
tions,” the statement said.

The European
Union has
approved the 17t
package of
sanctions against
Russia

The Council of the European Union
has approved the 17t package of sanc-
tions against Russia. It targets nearly
200 ships in Russia's shadow fleet.

This was announced on X by the
bloc's chief diplomat, Kaja Kallas.

“The new measures also target hy-
brid threats and human rights. New
sanctions against Russia are being de-
veloped. The longer Russia wages war,
the tougher our response will be,” she
added.

According to media reports, in ad-
dition to shadow fleet vessels, trade
restrictions have been imposed on
companies from Turkey, Serbia, Uz-
bekistan, and the UAE that helped
Russians circumvent sanctions. In ad-
dition, the list of individuals and legal
entities associated with the Russian
military-industrial complex has been
expanded: they are prohibited from
entering the bloc's territory, and their
assets will be frozen.

The EU leadership is also consider-
ing imposing sanctions against banks
in countries that support the Russian
defense industry and army.

Ukraine has

returned another
group of children
from the occupied
territories

Three more Ukrainian children aged
12 to 16 have been returned from the
temporarily occupied territory of the
Kherson region.

According to the regional administ-
ration, 46 children who lived in the
Kherson region have been returned
from temporary occupation since the
beginning of the year.

“Three more children have been re-
turned from the temporarily occupied
Kherson region. These are boys aged
12 to 16,” the statement said.

Among those rescued is a boy who
was only 9 years old when his home-
town was occupied.

On May 9, Ukraine managed to re-
turn nine more children from Russian
occupation as part of the Bring Kids
Back UA initiative.

Recently, Ukraine launched a nati-
onwide campaign to create a unified
DNA database of relatives of missing
children.

Earlier it was reported that since the
beginning of the full-scale Russian in-
vasion, the occupying forces have tak-
en at least 744,000 Ukrainian children
to their territory.

The Ministry of
Internal Affairs will
create a DNA
database of
relatives of
abducted children

A nationwide campaign has been
launched in Ukraine to create a unified
DNA database of relatives of missing
children.

The purpose of such a database is
to return Ukrainian children who have
been deported or illegally taken from
temporarily occupied territories.

“This is important because even
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when a child receives new documents
and their personal data is changed,
genetic information remains the only
unchanging basis for establishing fam-
ily ties and true identity,” the ministry
explained.

The Ministry of Internal Affairs em-
phasized that the tool will be effective
not only today but also many years
from now. Every child has the right to
return home and restore their identity.

The bodies of more
than 900 fallen
defenders have
been returned to
Ukraine

On May 16, Ukraine and Russia con-
ducted a new exchange of the bodies
of fallen soldiers. Ukraine returned the
bodies of 909 defenders who died on
the front lines.

The fallen soldiers fought in:

Kurakhiv direction;

Pokrovsk direction;

Bakhmut direction;

Vuhledar direction;

Luhansk direction;

Zaporizhzhia direction;

Sumy direction;

Kharkiv direction.

The bodies that were in Russian
morgues were also returned.

The deceased defenders were re-
turned as a result of joint efforts by
the Coordination Headquarters, the
General Staff of the Armed Forces
of Ukraine, the Security Service of
Ukraine, the Ministry of Internal Af-
fairs, the Office of the Ombudsman
for Human Rights, the Secretariat of
the Commissioner for Persons Miss-
ing under Special Circumstances, the
State Emergency Service, and other
agencies.

The International Committee of the
Red Cross also contributed to the re-
turn of the deceased defenders.

“Investigators from law enforcement
agencies, together with expert institu-
tions of the Ministry of Internal Affairs,
will establish the identities of the de-
ceased as soon as possible,” the state-
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ment said.

American
company to
manufacture
Ukrainian Magura
V7 drones

American company Red Cat Hold-
ings has announced the start of pro-
duction of Ukrainian Magura V7 marine
drones in the United States.

This is the first documented export
breakthrough for Ukrainian marine
drones, and their entry into the extre-
mely closed US defense technology
market is evidence of their recognized
combat effectiveness.

Red Cat plans to start production of
the Magura V7 in the third quarter of
2025. The company emphasized that
all stages of drone manufacturing will
take place in the US, which will be in
line with the country’s economic priori-
ties — industrial revival and job creation.

In December 2024, a Magura V5
naval drone equipped with R-73 See-
Dragon missiles destroyed a Russian
Mi-8 helicopter near Cape Tarkhankut.
A second enemy helicopter was dam-
aged but managed to reach the airfield.

And in May 2025, the Ukrainian mili-
tary shot down a Russian Su-30 with a
Magura naval drone for the first time
in the world. The cost of the aircraft is
about $50 million.

France allocates
funds to repair
Chernobyl
shelter after
Russian drone
strike

The French government has alloca-
ted €10 million to repair the protective
shelter over the fourth power unit of
the Chernobyl nuclear power plant,
which was damaged by a Russian
drone attack.

On February 14, a Russian strike
drone with a high-explosive warhead
hit the protective shelter at the Cher-
nobyl Nuclear Power Plant. The dam-
age to the shelter was assessed as
significant. The enemy drone flew at
low altitudes and was not detected by
radar.

Earlier, the Cabinet of Ministers al-
located UAH 1.5 billion to maintain the
shelter atthe Chernobyl Nuclear Power
Plant in a safe condition.

Taiwan has joined
the Coalition for
Demining Ukraine
and allocated
funds to the
relevant fund

Taiwan has decided to join the in-
ternational Coalition for Demining
Ukraine, led by Lithuania and Iceland.
The country will also allocate US$2
million to clear Russian mines from
Ukrainian territory.

In February, it was announced that
Ukraine would receive hundreds of mil-
lions of euros for a long-term demining
program.

International
Register of
Damage Caused by
Russian
Aggression Against
Ukraine

To date, the register has received
27,500 applications from Ukrainians
who have suffered damage as a result
of the Russian invasion.

Launched in April 2024, the register

became the first element of an inter-
national compensation mechanism
designed to provide compensation to
victims of Russian aggression.

A year ago, a register was created in
The Hague to compensate citizens who
suffered from Russian aggression.

In May this year, a category for non-
residential real estate affected by the
war became available in the Regis-
ter of Damage. This applies to offices,
warehouses, shops, and industrial
premises.

Occupiers shot
three captured
Ukrainian soldiers
in Donetsk region

On May 3, Russian troops shot three
Ukrainian Armed Forces soldiers who
had surrendered in Donetsk region.

It is known that the Ukrainian sol-
diers were carrying out combat mis-
sions at a position near the village of
Novopil in Volnovakha district. During
one of the assaults, they were sur-
rounded by the occupiers, who then
forced the soldiers to lay down their
arms and surrender.

“Realizing that the Defense Forces
soldiers could not resist, representa-
tives of the Russian Armed Forces shot
them with automatic weapons,” the
statement said.

The prosecutor's office emphasized
that the deliberate killing of prisoners
of war is a gross violation of the Geneva
Conventions and qualifies as a serious
international crime.

Law enforcement agencies are al-
ready conducting urgent investigative
actions aimed at establishing all the
circumstances of the incident and
searching for the killers.

This is not the first time that Russian
forces have shot Ukrainian prisoners of
war. In February, Russian troops shot
Ukrainian prisoners in the Kursk region.
In January, it became known that Rus-
sians had shot six Ukrainian prisoners
of war in the Donetsk region.
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JIECI TA MNETPA KOBAJIEBUX
orosiowuye niTeEPATYPHUU
KOHKYPC 2025 POKY

doHp Jleci Ta Netpa Kosane-
Bux npu Coto3si ykpaiHok AMepurKu
Orofiolye nNiTepaTtypHUn KOHKYPC
2025 poky.

3aaBKM Ha KOHKYpC npuimaTu-
MYTbCSl Big, oHA nyonikauii orono-
weHHsa 0o 30 uepBHs 2025 poky.
lMepemMoxuiB Bu3Ha4aTUMe Xypi,
cknag fakoro 6yae orosioweHo nic-
N1 NPOronOLLEHHS NaypearTis.

JNaypeatie 2025 poky Oype
BU3HA4YE€HO B KaTeropisax:

«[Moe3sia» — 1,000 nonapis CLUA;

«[Mpo3a» — 1,000 ponapis CLUA;

YmoBu:

1) Y kateropiax «[oezig» i «[1po-
3a» NPUAMaOTbLCH KHUMM YKPAiHCh-
KO MOBOIO, BUAaHi NpoOTArom
2022-2024 pociB.

2) KHMXKN Ha KOHKYpPC Hapacu-
naloTb BUAaBHuuTBa y dopma-
Ti PDF Ha enekTpoHHY aapecy:
KovalivLiterary@unwla.org

Y enekTpoHHOMY nuCTi B rpadi

«[lpegMeT» 3a3Ha4ymMTu KaTeropiio
(noesiga un nposa). 4o KHUXKN [o-
nyunTun 6io6ibniorpadiio aBTopa.
Hassu ¢annis nogasatu 3a
3pa3KkoM:
Ivanenko_Ivan_BIO.
Ivanenko_Ivan_Nazva_knyzhky

doHp KoBaneBux 3acHOBaHO
y 1967 poui npn Coto3si ykpaiHok
AMeEpUKM gns nigTPMMKU TBOPLLB
YKPaiHCbKOi Haykn Ta niTepaTypu.
CYA - HaicTaplia ykpaiHcbka op-
raHisauis AMepukn, yTeopeHa 1925
pOKy, KOTpa NPOTAromM TPUBanoro
yacy 3aliMaeTbCst A0OPOUMHHICTIO,
30Kpema y ranysi Kynstypu. Y cBo-
€My 3anoBiTi ¢pyHOATOPM HAropo-
Ov Big3Hauunu: «Mu xotinu 6 3ao-
XOTUTW 10 3MaJIlOBaHHSI MUHYJ/IOMO
4y Cy4acHoro Ykpainw...»

Mogpyxxsa KoBanesux noxogu-
J10 3 LEHTPabHUX YKpPaiHCbKNX 3e-
mMenb, MNeTtpo Koeanis oo 1919 poky
npawutoBaB atawlie gunaoMaTuyHoi
Mmicii YkpaiHcbkoi HapopgHoi Pec-
ny6niku B FonnaHaii Ta bBenbrii,

3rogomMm noapyxxa KoeaneBux
Mewkanoy LLiseriuapii. CTBOpeHHSN
doHay 6yno BUABOM iXHLOro nat-
pPioTM3MYy Ta YCBiAOMMEHHS 3Ha-
YEeHHS NiTepaTypu Ta Hayku ANA
HauiOHaNbHOro PO3BOIO.

Micna 3006yTTa YKpaiHoo Hela-
JNIeXHOCTI naypeartamMmu Ui€i Haro-
poaun y pi3Hi pokn 6ynu JleoHin
Mniowy,, Tamapa NyHooposea, tOpin
AHppyxoBud, Codia MalipaHcbka,
OkcaHa 3abyxko, MapTta Tap-
HaBcbka, Bipa BoBk, Bacunb
ra6op, Muxaiinuna KouobuHebka,
OnekcaHap lpBaHeub, Bacunb
MaxHo, JTapmuca OHuiikesud, Okca-
Ha JlyumwuHa, borgaHa Mariauw,
Paica Jlnwa, Mapia PeBakoBuy,
Octan CnuBunHcbkuid, [3BiHka Ma-
Tiaw, Codia AHppyxoBud, Mupo-
cnaB Jlatok, borgaH 3anypa (Monb-
wa), Bacunb lepacum’iok, Bacunb
fono6opoabko, AHApin Jllobka,
JMob6oB Aknmuyk, 3eHs ToMnKiHC,
Hatanka Benb4yeHko, KatepuHa
Kanutko, Ani KiHcena, IpnHa Bikup-
yak, Oner Kouapes Ta lanuHa Kpyk.
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SHARVAROK

www.sharvarok.com

HVAC Services for Sacramento
and Bay Area

VM Heating & Cooling Services:
Your Trusted Heating and Air
Conditioning Experts!

We specialize in:

Heating and Cooling System
Installation & Repair

Heat Pump Water Heater
Installation (Rebates Available)

Mini-Split Heat Pump
Installations

Maintenance and Tune-Ups

Ductwork Installation

We are licensed and bonded.

info@vmheatingandcooling.com

916-880-8834

Bap6ep Opin

MepLunin BianT 3HMxka $10
Minbepy CTpWXKY iHOMBIAYaNbHO
nig knieHrtal
Apnpeca: 1775 Park Ave, San Jose,
CA 95126
Muwite 260 A3BOHITL
+1408-592-8338
JocTynHnin OHNaH 3anuc.
https://www.instagram.com/barbe
ryurii?igsh=NTc4MTIwNjQ2YQ%3D
%3D&utm_source=qr

Ukrainian-American
Kindergarten

linvite children aged 1 to 5 years
to the newly opened kindergarten.
The kindergarten operates
from 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM. In the
kindergarten, we learn letters
through play, get acquainted with
Ukrainian culture, read, learn to
count and think logically, develop
fine motor skills, play a lot outdoors,
and eat homemade organic dishes.
We have a lot of fun and interesting
activities. Each child is surrounded
by attention, love, and care.

veselkakidsdaycare@gmail.com

415-823-7637

Hiring for Software
Engineering Leaders in SF Bay
Area and Greater Seattle

Exciting opportunity alert!

Join Meta as a SW Engineering

Manager! We're seeking passionate

leaders to drive innovation, manage

top-notch teams, and deliver

impactful products. At Meta,

you'll engage with cutting-edge

technologies, collaborate with

top engineers, and contribute

to our mission of empowering

communities worldwide. Interested

in making a difference with us, —

email me your resume.
svitlanas@meta.com

Franko & Co | Catering with
Ukrainian soul

We’'re Franko & Co Bakery,
opening our first location in
Sausalito just in two months! For
the past six months, we’ve been a
hit at farmer’s markets and festivals
with our croissants and mini cheese
bites—and we also cater for private
parties and tech events. Our menu
is available in the photos below, and
we’re always open to special edition
orders. Just text us via email!

hello@frankobakery.com

Daniel Vegera — Business
Photographer and Videographer
If you’re looking to elevate your
business or enhance your personal
brand, my team and | are here to

help!

We offer a range of professional
photo and video services,
including:

- Personal Photos: Headshots,
Portraits

- Event Photography and
Videography

- Podcast and Interview Filming

- Promotional Videos

Are you facing a difficult problem
and you don't know the solution? -
Write and we'll figure it out together.

danielvegera.com

925-819-7633

Your trainer, coach, and
mentor — support on your
journey to change!

Do you want to improve your
fitness, find balance in life, or
transform your lifestyle? | am here
to help you achieve the results
you’re striving for!

1. Training: Muscle
strengthening, weight loss,
endurance improvement.

2. Coaching: Goal setting,
motivation, overcoming barriers.

3. Mentorship: Healthy habits,
nutrition, guidance.

Instagram- @coach_chebanik

4ebanik@gmail.com

Kinal Dental

Kinal Dental, a general dental
office in San Diego offers the
full range of pediatric and adult
dentistry:

* Implants

* Root canals

* Crowns

* Complete restoration of the oral
cavity

* Aesthetic treatment

* Removal of wisdom teeth

* Emergency dental treatment

* Extensive experience in
correcting failed previous
treatment from different countries

kinaldds@gmail.com

760-536-3094

Cosmetologist esthetician
with 10 years of experience

I am Marta, a cosmetologist
and esthetician with 10 years of
experience. | offer services for
treating problematic skin, rosacea,
and skin with hyperpigmentation.
| provide care procedures for anti-
aging therapy, facial massage, and
facial enzyme therapy.

www.mgbeautyandskincare.com

Family photographer in San
Francisco & Bay Area

I’'m here for your unique
experience of love. Whether it’s self
love, motherhood love, love to your
mate, child, family, or products you
create. Everything is changing by
time, but capturing your moments
together is such an easy way to
keep them alive.

Special offer for weddings and
elopements!

https://oksanashvets.art/

925-819-7659

Nutritionist, naturopathic
specialist

Sophie, member of International
Naturopathic Association (INA)
since 2021.

Lab work analysis, health
evaluation, personal nutritional and
supplemental support.

www.itsnaturopathy.com
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Handcrafted Vegan Chocolate

Chocobalance was founded in
2022 with the goals of creating
high-quality chocolate products
and supporting Ukraine (with all
proceeds donated). Our recipes
achieve the best balance of healthy
ingredients to provide the best
taste.

We offer homemade and
handcrafted vegan chocolate,
truffles, and candies.

To browse our variety of sweets,
please visit us at

https://linktr.ee/chocobalance

chocobalance@gmail.com

New European Grocery store
in Concord CA

Touch of Europe

Address: 1880 Colfax St,
Concord, CA 94520

We're waiting for you in the store!
We have food from all over Europe,
including Ukraine, Bulgaria, Italy,
Poland, Hungary, and many more.
Plus, our store offers multiple
discounts for different groups of
people. Customers aged 63 and
over receive 10% off every day! And
don’t forget, if it's your birthday,
you can enjoy an extra 10% off

touchofeuropefamily@gmail.com

Tetiana Redko | Ukrainian
Realtor® in Bay Area

If you are looking to buy, sell,
or invest in residential real estate
here in the Bay Area, my team
and | can help. We are here to
ensure a seamless and successful
experience tailored to your unique
needs and goals.

Text me at (480) 248-4017 with
any questions you have.

Tetiana Redko | License:
02167532 | Brokered by Abio
Properties

Fresh homemade sausages
from Soldier Sausages — a taste
you'll love!

Fresh, delicious and natural
sausages from Soldier Sausages!
We prepare them by hand from
high-quality meat and natural
ingredients. The assortment
includes: pork - juicy and rich, beef
- for lovers of real meat, chicken
- tender and light. No artificial
additives! Handmade with love!

916-936-7304

Vliada McClure - Your Trusted
Ukrainian Real Estate Agentin
the San Francisco Bay Area

Are you looking for a dedicated,
experienced, and multilingual
real estate agent in the Bay Area?
With 13+ years of professional
experience and a personal touch, |
am here to guide you through every
step of your real estate journey.

Why Work with Me?

Multilingual Communication:
Fluent in English, Ukrainian, and
Russian.

Expertise Across All Real Estate
Sectors:

Residential luxury homes and
divorce listings

Investment properties, flips,
renovation, and new construction

Commercial real estate,

1031 exchanges, and complex
transactions

Proven Success: Top producer
with excellent client reviews.

Personal Experience: Involved
in real estate projects since 2007,
from design to high-end sales.

Personal Insights:

I bring a unique, compassionate
approach to real estate. A
proud mother of two—one a UC
Berkeley graduate, the other a
UCLA student—I understand the
importance of creating homes
where families thrive. | live with my
parents, who moved to the Bay
Area from Ukraine due to the war,
and we share our home with three
rescue cats.

Outside of real estate, I'm
passionate about nutrition,
maintaining a vegan and gluten-
free lifestyle, and exploring water
fasting. I've held a Series 7 license
and have a keen interest in trading
and financial planning. Supporting
local businesses and traveling the
world bring me joy and inspiration.

Let’s Achieve Your Real Estate
Goals

Whether buying, selling, or
investing, I'll provide expert
guidance with a personal touch.
Let’s navigate the Bay Area market
together!

Contact Me Today:

Vlada (Vladlena) McClure

(415) 572-6040

vladlena.mcclure@gmail.com

DRE #01908096

Pinnacle Realty Advisors

Looking for a baker to join our
team

Hey there! We're a coffee shop
in Sausalito looking for a baker to
join our kitchen team. The hours
are from4 amto 9am, 5-6 days a
week.

Starting pay is $22 an hour.

Our kitchen is located in
San Rafael, so we’re hoping to
find someone local to keep the
commute easy. You don’t need tons
of experience, as long as you'’re
ready to learn and grow with us.

hello@frankobakery.com

Cherry pies and tasty
homemade baked goods from
Maryna

| offer you my already popular
cherry pies, poppyseed rolls,
sourdough bread, Pampushky for
borscht, croissants, and dumplings
with various fillings. | invite you to
take a look at my assortment on my
Instagram page.

marinaanisovic411@gmail.com

Marketing, SMM, Paid Ads
on social networks, design,
website development

I'm Anastasia, the owner of Be
Social. We will help your business
grow through social media
marketing (TikTok, Instagram,
LinkedIn, Facebook, YouTube),
targeted advertising, website
and design creation, optimization
on Yelp and Google. Our cases
have brought clients millions of
views and thousands of followers.
Together we will achieve success!
More at:

be-social-1.com

terra19931@gmail.com

Duplex for Rent in Carmichael
Nestled in the heart of
Carmichael, CA, this duplex
combines suburban charm
with close proximity to urban
conveniences.
2 bedrooms, 1 bathroom
Private backyard, 1 car garage
plus two additional parking spaces
Set in a welcoming neighborhood
known for its safety and community
spirit, top-rated schools and a large
public park just under a mile away.
Only a short walk to Starbucks!
415-889-0005
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Are you looking for or offering work,
housing, cars or services?

On Sharvarok.com,
placing such ads is easy and fast!

orp

[=

For business owners - 30 days of FREE
posting with a promo code on the website
Sharvarok.com

Follow us on social media:

L

Facebook sharvarok.com Instagram
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12 JUN

UKRAINE FLAG
RAISING &
CELEBRATION |
SAN JOSE

Supervisor Otto Lee, Ukraine
Citizen Diplomacy Sister
Commission

Where: Santa Clara County District
Attorney's Office, 70 W Hedding St,
San Jose, CA 95110

When: Thursday, 6 PM

Please join us on June 12th for a
special flag raising event to honor
our 3rd Open World delegation from
Ukraine with beginning at 6 pm at the
County's McEntee Plaza. Co-hosted
by the Country's .
https://www.facebook.com
events/s/ukraine-flag-raising-
celebrati/682418681243560,

14 JUN

"RUN FOR
UKRAINE!" |
SAN FRANCISCO

Hromada & Sharvarok

Where:1053 John F Kennedy Dr,
San Francisco, CA 94121

When: Saturday, 5 PM — 7 PM

We are excited to invite you to our
annual fundraising event, "RUN FOR
UKRAINE!" in support of Hromada’s
initiatives in Ukraine! It promises to be
a meaningful day filled with community
spirit and a shared commitment to
making a difference.

After the run/walk, we warmly
invite you to join us for a community
barbecue — a chance to enjoy freshly
made burgers and hot dogs, connect
with fellow participants, and celebrate
our collective efforts.

This year, all funds raised will
support the “You Angel” Children’s
Center in Ukraine, helping us create
an unforgettable summer experience
for the kids.

To register, please email us at info@
hromada.us and let us know whether
you’ll be participating in the 5K or 10K
distance. This information will help us
coordinate the event more smoothly.

We suggest a donation of $30 per
adult participant.
https://www.sharvarok.com/en
listing/run-for-ukraine/436

28 JUN

"VESELKA"
UKRAINIAN-
AMERICAN

FILM NIGHT

+ Q&A WITH
DIRECTOR | SAN
FRANCISCO

Volunteer Movement Ua-Usa

Where: The Polish Club, 3040 22¢
Street San Francisco, CA 94110

When: Sunday, 5 AM — 9 PM

Join us for a screening of "Veselka”
followed by a virtual Q&A with the
director!

Documentary Film: “Veselka: The
Rainbow on the Corner at the Center
of the World" (2024) - 1hr 46 min

Veselka is a documentary film about
the beloved Ukrainian restaurant

"Veselka", founded in 1954 in the East

Village of New York City. It shares the
story of the 3 generations of families
who founded and grew the restaurant
and the efforts of Veselka and the local
community to support Ukraine after
Russia's full-scale invasion in 2022.
Admission: We kindly encourage
a donation of $20 (or whatever you
are comfortable with) for admission
at the door (cash/Venmo/PayPal/
Zelle). Half of your donation can be tax
deductible, we are happy to provide
areceiptif you are interested e-mail:
volunteermovement.ua.usa@gmail.
com

100% of the donations collected
will be shared between two reputable
organizations that help Ukraine:
https://www.facebook.com
events/1488766589232905

29 JUN

VOPLI
VIDOPLIASSOVA
| MENLO PARK

Hearts for Ukraine

Where: The Guild Theater, 949 El
Camino Real, Menlo Park, CA 94025,
USA

When: Sunday, 6 PM

Ukraine’s legendary punk-folk-rock
pioneers Vopli Vidoplyassova (VV)
bring their explosive 40" Anniversary
Tour to the heart of Silicon Valley for
one powerful night of music, culture,
and solidarity.

With hits like Vesna, Tantsi, Krayina
Mriy, and Lyubov, VV’s fierce fusion
of punk, rock, and Ukrainian folk
has inspired generations — from
underground Kyiv to stages like
WOMAD and Montreux.

The night includes an exclusive
Meet & Greet with the VV band and a
charity auction benefiting Misto Dobra
(The City of Goodness) — a Ukrainian
nonprofit providing emergency
support for women and children
displaced by war.
https://heartsforukraine.us/donate

Tickets: $75 — $120
https://www.sharvarok.com/en
listing/vopli-vidopliassova-band-is-
coming-to-the-bay-area/420

14 SEP

UKRAINIAN
FASHION SHOW
| LOS ANGELES

Ukrainian Cultural Center

Where: Ukrainian Cultural Center,
4315 Melrose Ave, Los Angeles, CA
90029

When: Sunday, 1 PM -5 PM

Join us for an unforgettable cultural
experience!

We are honored to welcome special
guests from Ukraine:

Bogutska — a famous Ukrainian
fashion designer and founder of the
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Roksolana Bogutska brand, known for
her masterful fusion of heritage and
contemporary fashion.

Maria Mulyava, a distinguished
collector of authentic Ukrainian
traditional clothing, whose curated
pieces offer a deep connection to
Ukraine’s cultural roots.

Elegant Ukrainian Fashion Show,

a charity fundraiser dedicated to
supporting humanitarian aid efforts for
the people of Ukraine affected by war.
This unique event brings the heart of
Ukraine to the United States through
fashion, history, art and traditions.

This showcase will present a
breathtaking blend of traditional
Ukrainian style and modern design,
celebrating the beauty and resilience
of Ukrainian culture.

Enjoy symbolic patterns, timeless
silhouettes, wine, appetizers, and
warm conversation in a welcoming
cultural atmosphere.

All proceeds go directly towards aid
in Ukraine.

Tickets: From $118.04 (Early bird
discount)
https://www.sharvarok.com/en/

listing/ukrainian-fashion-show-los-

angeles/427

20 SEP

UKRAINIAN
FASHION SHOW
| FREMONT

Ukraine Support Foundation - USF
Where: Fremont Downtown Event
Center, 3500 Capitol Ave, Fremont, CA

94538

When: Saturday, 5 PM — 9 PM

Join us for a powerful and elegant
Ukrainian Fashion Show, a charity
fundraiser dedicated to supporting
humanitarian aid efforts for the people
of Ukraine affected by war.

This unique event brings the heart
of Ukraine to the USA through fashion
history, art, and traditions. The
showcase will present a breathtaking
blend of traditional Ukrainian style
and modern design, celebrating the

beauty and resilience of Ukrainian
culture.

We are honored to welcome two
esteemed guests:

— Roksolana Bogutska, a famous
Ukrainian fashion designer and
founder of the Roksolana Bogutska
clothing brand, known for her
masterful fusion of heritage and
contemporary fashion

— Mariya Mulyava, a distinguished
collector of authentic Ukrainian
traditional clothing, whose curated
pieces offer a deep connection to
Ukraine’s cultural roots

Enjoy symbolic patterns, timeless
silhouettes, wine, appetizers, and
warm conversation in a welcoming
cultural atmosphere.

All proceeds go directly toward
humanitarian aid in Ukraine.

Stand with Ukraine — celebrate its
legacy through compassion, unity and
style.

Dress code: Black tie.

Tickets: From $118.04 — $150
https://www.sharvarok.com/en
listing/ukrainian-fashion-show-sf-
bay-area/425

Bu moxeTe niaTpyMaTtn Hawy raseTy, AKWO 3PO-
6uTte ogHopa3oBuit PayPal BHecok 4u BUcTaBute
MOBTOPHUW WOMICAYHUI BHECOK i NnepeipeTe Ha
CTOpPiHKY nicnsa ckaHyBaHHa QR-kopy. MNaserta
«[pomapa» € HeKOMepLUiHOIO opraHi3auieto 3 npa-

BOM Ha cnucaHHs 501(c)(3) nopaTkis.

You could support our newspaper by following
QR code to PayPal link where you could make one
time payment or reoccuring monthly payments.
Newspaper Hromadais a tax-deductible 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization.
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