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Vitaliy Portnykov | Notes for September

ZELENSKYY MEETS WITH BIDEN

The visit of the President of Ukrai-
ne to the United States, where Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy addressed the UN
General Assembly and the Security
Council, and then met with U.S. Presi-
dent Joseph Biden in Washington,
D.C., was probably the highlight of
this month. We all understand that
the United States is entering a new
election cycle, and this is always re-
flected in foreign policy issues. Pro-
bably, many people — and especially
in Ukraine — had the illusion that the
"great war” that Vladimir Putin started
last February should be over before
the US presidential election. Howe-
ver, this is definitely not in Putin's inte-
rests, who will do everything possib-
le to ensure that the war continues
throughout the election year and will
continue into the transition of power
in the White House — if, of course,
such a transition takes place. The
Russian president will decide on his
tactics in the war after he realizes who
will be the next owner of the White
House — Joseph Biden or Donald
Trump. And Putin's strategic goals —
the destruction of the Ukrainian state
and Russia's return to the 1991 USSR
borders — remain unchanged, and he
will make every effort to realize them.
Even the session of the UN General
Assembly demonstrated this clearly.
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lav-
rov, who, like Volodymyr Zelenskyy,
spoke at both the Assembly session
and the UN Security Council meeting,
actually rejected any realistic nego-
tiations with Kyiv, and called UN Sec-
retary-General Antonio Guterres' pro-
posals to restore the grain deal unre-
alizable. Lavrov used the same defini-
tions to describe the Ukrainian presi-
dent's "peace formula.” Moscow does
not even think about the possibility of
restoring Ukraine's territorial integrity
and continues to perceive any nego-

tiations as Ukraine's surrender. And if
there is no such surrender, well, then
we will have to solve the problem on
the battlefield, Lavrov belligerently de-
clared. What else could one expect
from Moscow?

Therefore, the Ukrainian president's
task during his visit to the United Sta-
tes was to understand how the United
States would continue to help Ukraine
and how to prevent possible "war fati-
gue” and the very discussion of sup-
port. That is why not only the meet-
ing of the presidents took place, but
Volodymyr Zelenskyy also visited Con-
gress, although not as solemnly as last
time. And this routine of meetings is
the best proof that Ukraine's war with
Russia, with all its horrors, has already
become routine for us and our part-
ners, and we are all learning to live in
this reality of a long and relentless war.

Of course, much will depend on the
outcome of the Ukrainian offensive,
but not only that. It is not without rea-
son that after Zelenskyy's return from
the United States, Michael Pyle, the
White House Deputy National Securi-
ty Advisor for International Economics,
sent a letter to the Donor Coordinati-
on Board a letter with a list of speci-
fic changes and reforms that Ukraine
should make in the near future to con-
tinue assistance. These are very seri-
ous and specific reforms in many areas,
so Mr. Pyle also sent the letter to Pres-
ident Zelensky's office and to Prime
Minister Denys Shmyhal. And in fact,
the appearance of such a document is
good initself, because it means that no
one in Washington is thinking about the
possibility of Ukraine's defeat on the
battlefield, but instead are interested
in reforming the country as quickly as
possible and helping to do so.

But behind the scenes of the presi-
dential talks, many important questi-
ons remained, the answers to which
will be crucial to understanding how
this war can end and whether it can
end at all in the coming years. The first
question is not even about Ukraine's
successes on the battlefield, but abo-
ut guarantees of Ukraine's security
and Euro-Atlantic integration. Theore-
tically, the Ukrainian Armed Forces
can liberate the Russian-occupied ter-
ritories, but does this mean that this
will be the end of the war? Hopes for
this are not so much based on real
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political analysis as on the magical
belief that Russians, angry at the loss
of Crimea or Donbas, will overthrow
Putin and his successor will abandon
the war. Assumptions that Ukraine's
return to the 1991 borders would not
mean the end of the war, but only ano-
ther stage of it, and that Putin's power
would be little threatened, are not
even considered. Meanwhile, the pos-
sibility still exists that Ukraine will exist
for years, if not decades, alongside an
aggressive Russia whose efforts will
be aimed at destabilizing and destro-
ying Ukraine. That is why | would like
to understand how likely it is that
Ukraine's Euro-Atlantic integration will
progress at the NATO summit in Wa-
shington next year. | hope that the
presidents will talk about this as well.
Without NATO, Ukraine is doomed to
a long war and to a repeat of Russia's
attack soon after Putin's "special ope-
ration” ends. At the same time, we
must understand that Ukraine liter-
ally does not have the mobilization
potential for several wars. So if we re-
ally want to see Ukraine transformed
into a reformed democratic state, the
United States should think not only
about how Ukraine will carry out its
important reforms, but also about
how it will fight back against Russia.

| hope that the American visit con-
tributed to this understanding. Espe-
cially since the war is really losing its
sacredness,” as it always does with
long wars. And for many of Ukraine's
true allies, their own domestic politi-
cal issues are becoming more import-
ant than the problems of war. A perfect
illustration of this was Ukraine's un-
expected conflict with Poland, whose
right-wing populist government on the
eve of the parliamentary elections im-
posed unilateral restrictions on the im-
port of Ukrainian grain, contrary to pre-
vious agreements between Ukraine,
the European Commission, Poland
and other Central European countries.
In Warsaw, it is already being said
that the Polish right, terrified of losing
power, will do anything to preserve
it, even cooperation and unity with
Ukraine. But until recently, it would
have been hard to imagine such an
open and demonstrative conflict,
simply because the actions of pol-
iticians would not have met with the
support of voters. The behavior of the
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Polish right shows that they rely on
"war fatigue” and an unwillingness to
make economic sacrifices for their
own electorate, otherwise, there
would undoubtedly be no conflict over
grain.

That is why all of these are alarming

signals that we need to pay attention
to. When we discuss the very pos-
sibility of a long war, do we realize all
its dangers — not only for Ukraine, but
also for our allies in the West? Do we
realize that a long uninterrupted war is
not ours, but Putin's scenario and its

results are already evident, at least in
the conflict between Kyiv and Warsaw.
And what exactly should we do to pre-
vent this scenario? These are the qu-
estions that Zelenskyy and Biden sho-
uld ask themselves and each other.
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Oles Doniy

ELECTIONS AND UKRAINE

Fascist russia has inflicted colossal
blows on Ukraine. First and foremost,
it is the irreparable loss of tens of tho-
usands of Ukrainians, women, children,
civilians and military personnel, and
this loss cannot be replenished, no
one can bring back the dead. The se-
cond blow is to Ukrainian infrastructu-
re. Ukrainians are already rebuilding
destroyed homes to the best of their
ability, and in time we will rebuild lar-
ger facilities, and when we drive out
the last occupier, it will be time to
rebuild completely destroyed settle-
ments, such as Bakhmut.

Less obvious, but nevertheless also
painful, is the third blow that fascist
russia has dealt to Ukrainian democra-
cy. Objectively, after the beginning of
full-scale Russian aggression, the con-
centration of power became an auxili-
ary factor for the successful establish-
ment of a system of resistance. The
overwhelming majority of society un-
derstood and accepted the monopoli-
zation of media resources, most no-
tably the "Single National Telethon"
that concentrated the efforts of seve-
ral previously competitive TV chan-
nels. The ban on men's travel abroad
was also outlawed by the Constitution,
but this step was also welcomed by
the majority of society, as it has not
yet become clear that this obstacle is
in no way correlated with the need to
replenish the Ukrainian army with mo-
bilization resources. Over the past six
months, Ukraine has begun to discuss
the upcoming elections, and it has
become clear that the government is
not going to hold them on time, and
the majority of society is not yet ready
not only for the election process, but
even for discussing its necessity. The
quintessence of the current political
processes in Ukraine was the phrase
of the First Deputy Speaker of the

Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine Oleksan-
dr Kornienko, formerly the head of
the Servant of the People party, who
is clearly associated with Volodymyr
Zelenskyy: "We are now testing a
model of transition from a parliamen-
tary-presidential state to a presiden-
tial state with a strong president.” In
the end, the model of government,
presidential or parliamentary, can be
in line with the norms of democracy,
so there is no fraud in the thesis it-
self. Although Ukraine has been a
presidential state even before, only
two usurpers on the European conti-
nent have more formal and informal
powers than putin and his sycophant
lukashenko.

Nevertheless, in order to confront
the fascist enemy, there is a need to
concentrate power, so it is incorrect
to compare the Ukrainian political sys-
tem with European practice, where, as
a rule, presidents (with the exception
of France) do not have such strong
powers as in Ukraine. But what we
have to compare is the existence of
elections. After all, both we and West-
ern politicians often repeat the phrase
that Ukraine is not only defending it-
self against Russian fascism, but is
also defending democratic values aro-
und the world. And democratic valu-
es include democratic procedures. De-
mocracy consists of many compo-
nents, and the first element is the
election of the authorities. Ukraine will
no longer be able to hold elections to
the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine on the
scheduled date of October 29, 2023.
On July 27, 2023, the Verkhovna Rada
of Ukraine approved the extension of
martial law until November 16, which
means that elections will definitely
not take place this year. But will the
elections take place next year? There
is no direct prohibition on holding
presidential elections during martial
law next spring, unlike the elections
to the Verkhovna Rada, but the autho-
rities do not show any desire to hold
elections. Prime Minister Shmyhal has
already stated that there are no funds
in the budget for next year, which is a
direct violation of the current legisla-
tion, because from a formal point of
view, even the current martial law is
extended for only 3 months, meaning
that it has not yet been extended for
next year. Today, there is rather a pub-
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lic consensus against the elections:
a) the current government is against
the elections, b) the political oppositi-
on is against the elections, c) the majo-
rity of society is against the elections.

The authorities are against the elec-
tions because most of them are not
eager to part with their seats of power
in different countries, especially since
in Ukraine, being in power automati-
cally means having many advantages,
including material ones, and in particu-
lar those not spelled out in any legisla-
tion. Sociology shows a high personal
rating of 50-60% for Zelenskyy, so he
would hardly be in danger of losing,
but many members of the Verkhovna
Rada fear that they will no longer be
included in the list.

The political opposition is worried
that it is not ready for the elections
yet, the war has helped strengthen
Zelenskyy's rating, the media mono-
poly does not allow the opposition to
reach out to society, and the new elec-
tions will not include the "pro-russian”
party, the patriotic "Batkivshchyna’
and "Holos", as well as majority MPs
from financially oriented groups such
as " Za Maybutnye" and "Dovira".

The public also has fears related to
the war, a sense of insecurity in the
elections, and a misunderstanding
that the war as it is now can last for
years and decades. The authorities
have long reassured society that the
war will end "in 2-3 weeks," "in 2-3
months,” "by the end of the year,” and
the philosophy of many people is not
aimed at long-term planning, so it is
difficult to believe and realize that the
war could last for another 15 years
(which is the weighted average fore-
cast based on biological and mathe-
matical analysis).

Even a bunch of "civic activists” who
used to act as observers and receive
large grants from embassies and fo-
undations have joined the counter-ar-
gument against the upcoming elec-
tions, and now have issued a statement
by "100 organizations™ against the
elections during the war.

So who is in favor of elections? So
far, voices about the need to hold
elections are beginning to be heard
more prominently among Western
allies. First, it was a statement by
the President of the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe,
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Tony Cox. Later, U.S. Senator Lindsey
Graham said during a press confe-
rence in Kyiv: "Next year, Ukraine is
going to have elections... | want to
see free and fair elections in this coun-
try, even during an attack on it.”

But Lindsey Graham is a Republi-
can senator, which allowed "civic acti-
vists” to launch a campaign against
his statements, trying to connect him
to Trump, then to russia, and declare
the very idea of elections almost a
"russian provocation.”

But this will not make the problem
go away. Next year's elections may be
skipped by the authorities, but there
will be more disadvantages. After
all, this will give a reason to question
the democracy and legitimacy of the
authorities within the country. Obvio-
usly, the authorities do not care much
about this. Things could get worse in
relations with allies. After all, each of
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the Western countries has political
opposition. And among the opposition,
the commitment to Ukraine may not
be as strong as it is now consensual
among Western governments. And the
loss of electoral legitimacy could be
a catastrophic argument. Catastrop-
hic for us, for Ukraine, because we
depend on Western military and finan-
cial assistance to the maximum extent
possible.

Therefore, we should not debate
whether elections are necessary or
not during the war, but think about
how to hold them in these conditions.
Under the current electoral law, such
elections would be unfair and unjust.
With the impossibility of voting for
front-line soldiers, millions of Ukraini-
an citizens who are abroad, with the
danger to their lives from shelling by
russian fascists. For lack of space in
this article, | will not be able to descri-
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be all the necessary changes that
should be made to the legislation, but
| will definitely do so in one of the next
ones.

There is a danger that, not because
of their own desire, and not because
of pressure from Ukrainian society,
but because of pressure from the
West, the Ukrainian authorities will
agree to hold elections, but they will
hold them under unreformed "peace-
ful” legislation. Because at the mo-
ment, neither the government, nor

"civic activists” nor the opposition are

preparing and promoting such chan-
ges. In this case, holding elections
would rather discredit the electoral
process.

Democracy should learn. Democra-
cy should be defended. In the confron-
tation with fascist russia, Ukraine must
not lose its democracy. And it will not.
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THE ARMY OF DRONES AS A FORMULA FOR
VICTORY IN THE RUSSIAN-UKRAINIAN WAR

Inna Mikhno

Cybersecurity, IT intelligence, and
reconnaissance drones are the daily
reality of the Ukrainian fight against
Russian invaders. The war in Ukraine
has already been labeled a war of
drones and artillery. After the full-
scale invasion of Russia, the Ministry
of Digital Transformation of Ukraine
(MinCyfra) radically changed its fo-
cus, concentrating 80% of its efforts
on the development of military-tech.
The Ministry is actively engaged in
the IT Army project to ensure secu-
rity in cyberspace, satellite commu-
nications, and the Drone Army. In
the near future, the Ministry plans
to scale up the production of attack
UAVs and robotic technologies.

"Hromada has prepared a summary
of a public interview with Mykhailo
Fedorov, Deputy Prime Minister for In-
novation, Education, Science and
Technology — Minister of Digital Trans-
formation, about the main goals and
activities of the Ministry of Digital
Transformation for 2024 during the
Ukrainian media forum "Editorial
Board. Summit”.

The Minister of Digital Transformati-
on of Ukraine managed to impress the
audience with interesting announce-
ments and launches of innovative pro-
jects: 5G mobile network, strengthe-
ning of electronic warfare (EW), cyber
defense in cooperation with Google
and Amazon, digitalization of educati-
on, etc.

Improving mobile communica-
tions

Next year, the company plans to test
launch a 5G wireless mobile network
in Ukraine, which will increase Internet
speed by 10-20 times. The company
also plans to improve the existing 4G
Internet network.

"A lot of equipment was relocated
during the full-scale war, certain ter-
ritories were reinforced, which is why
the connection in some regions has
deteriorated over the past year. The
situation is changing,” Fedorov added.

In particular, the Cabinet of Minis-
ters approved a plan for the develop-
ment of 5G technology in Ukraine back
in the pandemic year of 2020. In addi-
tion, the Parliament is currently consi-
dering draft of law N°9463, which will
allow the introduction of national 4G
roaming. This solution will allow Ukrai-

nians to use the Internet from their
smartphones even if their operator's
coverage is not available.

In general, according to the Minis-
try of Digital Transformation, Russia
has destroyed a quarter of Internet
networks and damaged or destroyed
more than 4,000 base stations of mo-
bile operators. To resolve this situati-
on, the Ministry of Digital Transforma-
tion managed to bring a large number
of Starlink satellites — 42,000 — and the
entire Ukrainian frontline is now sup-
ported by this satellite connection.

Cyber defense and IT army

Russia is constantly conducting cy-
ber attacks. However, there has not
been a single leak of sensitive infor-
mation during the entire period of the
full-scale war. The Ministry of Digital
Transformation managed to achieve
this security of the database and re-
gisters through a number of measures.

In particular, in 2021, the Ministry
of Digital Transformation held a Bug-
Bounty competition to find vulnerabi-
lities in the Diia mobile application for
digitized documents. And it continues
to conduct training "attacks” on all
its systems in the future. It is a fairly
common global practice to hire "white”
hacker companies to hack certain sys-
tems to test the security of computer
systems. The Ministry of Digital Trans-
formation implemented this project for
$1 million jointly with the USAID Cy-
bersecurity for Ukraine's Critical Infra-
structure Program.
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"The U.S. government is brilliant in
its doctrines, they started investing in
this from the very beginning and were
not mistaken. At the same time, we
transferred the most important regis-
tries to the cloud storage so that in
case of damage to the physical infra-
structure, everything would continue
to work. Now we can see the result. In
the first week, a rocket hit the back-
up data center and it was destroyed.
Google, Amazon, and Microsoft help-
ed with the transfer of data to the clo-
ud by providing experts. And when
they saw that it worked, they provided
grant support for the use of their ser-
vices. Microsoft allocated $100 million,
Amazon — $75 million,” Fedorov shared
his achievements in cybersecurity.

In addition, the Ministry of Digital
Transformation has developed rules
for the functioning of registries, and all
information systems have been con-
nected to a single Security Operation
Center.

Also, Ukraine has an IT Army project,
a community of Ukrainian IT specia-
lists created at the end of February
2022 to neutralize the enemy in the
information space. Its members are
constantly storming Russian cyber-
space. These are systemic attacks
that help to "get” a lot of information
from their registers, which can be
used for combined attacks by Ukrai-
nian soldiers.

The world’s first "Army of Drones”

The goal for 2024 is to provide all
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defense forces with a sufficient num-
ber of UAVs, which are currently in
short supply, and the entire country is
collecting donations for the purchase
of drones every day. Thus, by the end
of December, production should in-
crease 120-140 times.

Localization of production has now
begun: UAVs are assembled by do-
mestic companies, but components
are imported. In total, there are more
than 200 companies on the market,
and more than 80 of them (last sum-
mer there were only seven) produce
more than 100 drones per month.

At the end of September, more than
1,700 drones from the Army of Drones
were sent to the front. Among them are
Ukrainian-made drones and foreign
drones used by NATO countries.

"The Army of Drones is a project
that involves the systematic purchase
of drones, their repair, and training of
professional UAV operators. United24
has funded the purchase of 3,864
drone systems for the Army of Drones
for more than UAH 4.3 billion, and
3,000 soldiers have already been
trained to fly drones. There are plans
to train another 10 thousand pilots.

Zelenskyy also announced that
Ukraine is creating the world's first
fleet of naval drones, with mass pro-
duction of the corresponding kamika-
ze drones already underway.

Counteracting the UAVs

The Ministry of Digital Transforma-
tion plans to introduce a "REB Army.”
Russia is stepping up its electronic
warfare, so Ukrainian experts are al-
ready working on technologies that
will help overcome Russian radio jam-
ming devices. And, as the Minister not-
ed, scaling up the production of UAVs
without countermeasures and our own
electronic warfare will not work.

Work is also underway to open the
market for ammunition for UAVs. The
first Ukrainian companies producing
ammunition have already received the
relevant licenses. It is planned that
Ukrainian companies will produce
them, as well as drones. And in the
coming weeks, Ukraine will receive
10,000 rounds of ammunition and
10,000 FPV drones.

The country is also implementing
Sub SP Defense technology, which
will help digitalize logistics in the first
quarter of 2024. This will allow real-
time monitoring of all deliveries.

80% of the time is war, then
education and Diia, — Fedorov

In this war, the development of digi-
tal public services is equally impor-
tant, as they should help keep the
country’'s economy and development

on par with other countries. From this
perspective, the Ministry of Digital
Transformation plans to transform
public administration through techno-
logy and gamification of processes.

Thus, in 2019, the Ministry of Digital
Transformation launched the Diia mo-
bile application and web portal, which
provides a number of online govern-
ment services. The project proved so
successful that five countries from Eu-
rope, Asia, and Africa have already pur-
chased the concept of the Ukrainian
product.

The new stage of Diia's development
is the launch of the test product Diia.
Office. The product is targeted at civil
servants, who will now have a separate
profile in Diia with extensive features.
For example, they can propose a sur-
vey or idea within the ministry, or award
a colleague.

According to Fedorov, a civil servant
will be able to take time off, vacation, or
sick leave in just a few clicks. Moreo-
ver, the product will optimize 10-20% of
processes, allowing ministries to save
time and money and invest in develop-
ment.

All processes in Diia.Office will be
public. Any Ukrainian will be able to
monitor the work of ministries in real
time, track the effectiveness of goals
and how much money is spent on them.

School of "Dreams”

The Ministry of Digital Transforma-
tion is also rebooting the education
system. The pilot project is the launch
of the innovative digital educational
project Mriya.

"Mriya is a digital product that will
analyze educational standards and

the educational process of children
using artificial intelligence. It also in-
cludes electronic diaries, communica-
tion feedback, counseling for parents,
and the development of students’ abi-
lities. For example, if a child receives a
high score in math within four months,
he or she may be offered to participa-
te in an Olympiad or a grant.

"There is no similar product in the
world at the state level, we have ana-
lyzed it. South Korea is starting to
generate a similar one. We plan to
launch this project for the first ten
schools at the end of the year. And we
have zero funds from the state for its
implementation. Donors help us,” Fe-
dorov summarized.

Overall, by the end of 2024, the pro-
ject should cover the entire school
network of Ukraine.

War without borders

Equally important is the security of
Ukraine's borders in general, and li-
ving next door to an aggressor count-
ry encourages us to work on their pro-
tection. How do the Ukrainian authori-
ties see it? In the development of sate-
llite reconnaissance, the operation of
drones in the enemy's deep rear, open-
source OSINT and cyber intelligence.
And also in scaling up the development
of attack and reconnaissance drones.

"Drones are the formula for victory in
this war. Training of the military is the
foundation. We need to learn NATO
standards and develop robotic tech-
nologies. All this will allow us to see
better, react faster and destroy the
enemy with high conversion,” Fedorov
summarized.
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Karyna Nikitishyna

On October 1, Ukraine celebrates
Teacher's Day, a day to honor those
who dedicate their lives to educa-
ting and training the future gene-
ration of our country. Today, this
holiday has taken on a special sig-
nificance as the educational pro-
cess continues despite the hostil-
ities, and about 10,500 secondary
schools have started the school
year in a full-time format. However,
almost 2,500 schools will continue
to teach children remotely. One of
the most important criteria for the
transition from distance and blend-
ed learning to full-time education
is the availability of an equipped
shelter that will allow you to safely
stay on the territory of the educati-
onal institution. To mark Teacher's
Day, Hromada decided to find out
how Ukrainian schools are dealing
with the challenges posed by the
war. Olena llyushyna, director of
the Technical Lyceum of the Shev-
chenkivskyi district of Kyiv and a
volunteer of the charitable organi-
zation TIKO FUND, told us about the
unique experience of her lyceum.

How many students came to the
lyceum this year

Last year, many children left Ukraine,
but almost all of them returned to
Ukraine. In total, 21 students from gra-
des 5 to 11 stayed abroad. There are
only 8 children who stayed there for
family education. In general, these are
graduating classes that also plan to
return to Ukraine to enter our universi-
ties. This academic year, they will again
take the NMT (National Multisubject
Test) instead of the usual EIT. We have
high hopes that all of these children
will indeed return to continue their stu-
dies in their home country. Speaking
specifically about our lyceum, the
number of students has not decrea-
sed because of the war, but, on the
contrary, there is a tendency that the
number of children is increasing every
year. For example, last year we had
390 students, and this year we have
548. We also had 5 teachers who went
abroad, they were residents of Irpin
and Bucha. They lost their homes and
were evacuated, but continued to
work remotely. This year, there were 3
teachers who probably will not return,
and we had to dismiss them. But we

. r
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have no problems with staff.

Ensuring security during air
raids

Even before the full-scale invasion,
we paid a lot of attention to patriotic
education. In April of each year, we
held a civil defense week where we
invited medical services, the State
Emergency Service, police, etc. It was,
first of all, career guidance for high
school students, for example, for tho-
se who want to go to college or techni-
cal school after the 9™ grade. Secondly,
it was a kind of show so that students
knew how to act in different situations.
Back then, we used to turn on the siren
so that the children knew which side
of the building and which classrooms
they should go down to the shelter. So
we have no problems with sirens, but
we do have problems with the mental
state of children and some teachers:
there are people who are very worried.
We know who exactly feels this way, so
we keep everything under control. We
also always make sure that the first aid
kit is with us and that the medicines in
it have normal expiration dates, so that
there is everything to provide first aid
if necessary. Both students and teach-
ers know what to do. When everyone
around you behaves calmly, it calms
the children down a bit, so they can go
down to the shelter without panic. They
don't start packing their backpacks
abruptly, but know that a ready-made
bag should already be near them.
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RETURN TO OFFLINE EDUCATION: HOW
DO SCHOOLS WORK DURING THE WAR?

Our shelter is a bit small — we are
currently completing the exhaust sys-
tem. But we try to do everything we
can to distract the children from their
anxiety: we have a vocal teacher, a
club leader who walks around with an
accordion; kids build something out of
construction sets, most often rockets
and airplanes; some write poetry, do
math, physics. Teachers offer their
help, explain something if someone
in the class did not understand, try to
distract the children that we are not in
class now, we do not give grades, you
can ask anything you want. We also
bought playing cards for the children,
with text written in Ukrainian on one
side and English, Spanish or Italian on
the other. | hope that this atmosphere
will continue to exist here, because
we are located in the central area of
the city — something flies overhead
every time. However, there is one big
problem. There are parents who fully
understand that we have no right to let
their children leave the shelter during
the alert. But there are also parents
who, for some reason, want to take
them away during the alert. We always
suggest that if you have already come
to the lyceum, please go to the shelter.
But there are people who just grab their
children by the hands and run away.

How the lyceum worked last year

From the beginning of the war until
the end of May 2022, we worked remo-
tely. | was the only one from the admi-
nistration in the lyceum building, and
then | was joined by several watchmen.
There were also 85 other people living
in the lyceum, along with their cats,
dogs, parrots, etc. These were resi-
dents of the surrounding houses
whom we took into our shelter. | carri-
ed breakfast, lunch, and dinner down-
stairs because at first they were
afraid to even go up to the first floor,
and later they all left for western
Ukraine. Last school year, we worked
2 for 2: while 6" and 7™ graders went
to classes at the lyceum for 2 weeks,
the older classes worked remotely at
home. The 5" graders, since they are
young children, went to the lyceum
every day. This year, absolutely every-
one came to face-to-face classes. |
try to do everything to make teachers
and children feel comfortable in the
lyceum. But, for example, there are
not enough computers and tablets
for all children. The tablets are in the
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computer science classroom and can
be used, but unfortunately, we cannot
give them to children to take home for
the same distance learning, because
we do not have enough.

This fall, the electricity will definitely
be cut off again. We bought lanterns,
and we also received lanterns from
abroad that work for 8 hours, but they
need to be charged from something.
How do you charge all this when there
is no electricity? The city gave us one
generator and fuel for it, but last year
there was not enough fuel, so | bought
additional fuel myself. | bought a se-
cond generator, because | realized
that one could not provide energy for
the entire lyceum. We bought more
fuel and firewood, created a separate
corner where the tandoor now stands.
When there was no electricity, the
cooks used to cook for the children in
it. We plan to buy more, because one
is not enough for the number of peo-
ple who study and work at the lyceum.
Also, we almost always had water and
a kettle working so that the children
could drink hot tea, especially in win-
ter. However, once it happened that
we had no water, but there was snow.
We collected it in buckets, it melted,
and we were able to boil water, and
there is even a video of how we did it.
We try to teach children that there is a
way out of every situation.

The role of various activities in
maintaining morale

We have a full-day lyceum: children
stay with us until 6 PM, sometimes un-
til 8 PM. That's why the competition is
so big, because children are always
busy in clubs. We have a professional

recording studio, a vocal room made
in the form of an American garage. We
try to equip each classroom so that
children are interested and happy to
go there, and have a homely atmo-
sphere. We hold various events almost
every day. For example, on September
29, we had a small concert dedicated
to Teacher's Day, and on October 2,
we are planning a concert dedicated
to the Day of the Defender of Ukraine.
During breaks, we often have fairs,
and the children are happy to come to
them. All these things distract them
from their worries and make going to
school more joyful. | talked to the lea-
ders of the clubs and asked them if we
organize too many events, because
the students have both lessons and
clubs, but the children themselves are
only thinking about the fact that soon
everyone will gather in the assembly
hall.

| am a member of the TIKO FUND
charity foundation, but only at the end
of last year did the children and pa-
rents find out about it, before that |
was working "underground”. And | am
so pleased to see that the children
fully understand everything and are
happy to help. We send things to the
guys at the front line, and along with
the clothes we send beaded brace-
lets made by children, various dra-
wings, angels, and many other things.
The soldiers cry when they receive
these gifts, they say that we are just in-
credible, they have everything covered
with these drawings. | am grateful to
the children for what they do. It would
be wrong not to show them all this.

How do children feel about the

topic of war?

Unfortunately, we have already bu-
ried two graduates of the lyceum. At
every event, we have their photos:
thanks to them, we can wake up eve-
ry morning and study because they
gave their lives for us. They were young
guys, one of them had three children

— he had every right not to go to war. |
feel good when children come up and
ask me questions: 'Elena, please find
time to tell us about Denis, tell us about
Vlad. We placed their photos on the wall
of memory on Mykhailivska Square.
On September 1, we held a campaign
called "September 1 with our heroes".
We went to the wall of memory with the
flag of the Technical Lyceum, Ukraine,
candles and bouquets. There were
children who came there for the first
time.

My sister now works as a rehabil-
itation therapist in a hospital where
guys without limbs are treated. She
conducts rehabilitation before they
are fitted with prostheses so that they
can continue to live normally. We
bought a car for them, everything is
made for a person with prostheses to
drive, and there is enough space for
several people in wheelchairs. We ha-
ve just a little bit left to make this
dream come true, and parents and
students are helping us with this. For
example, when parents pick up their
children, they may drown at the en-
trance to the lyceum. Even children
who have left try to help. Any hryvnia,
even 50 kopiyka helps. This is how
people remember that our boys and
girls are standing up for us at the
front.
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UKRAINIAN NEWS

Total enemy combat losses

30.08.2023

According to the General Staff, total
enemy combat losses from February
24, 2022 to September 30, 2023 are
approximately as follows:

personnel — about 278,130 indivi-
duals were eliminated,

tanks — 4,691 units,

armored personnel carriers — 8,984
units,

artillery systems — 6,447 units,

MLRS - 796 units,

air defense systems — 537 units,

aircraft — 315 units,

helicopters — 316 units,

operational and tactical level UAVs —
5,006 units,

cruise missiles — 1,529 units,

warships and boats — 20 units,

submarines — 1 unit,

motor vehicles and tankers — 8,854
units,

special equipment — 932 units.

Military aid for
Ukraine

The US will provide Ukraine with
$128 million in new security assistance,
as well as $197 million in weapons and
equipment.

It also includes cluster ammunition

"that will further enhance Ukraine's

ability to continue its counteroffensive
against Russian forces.”
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In particular, the new aid package
includes:

- AIM-9M missiles for air defense
systems;

- AN/TWQ-1 Avenger self-propelled
air defense systems;

- .50-caliber machine guns to com-
bat drones;

- Additional ammunition for HIMARS;

- Artillery shells of 105 mm caliber;

- 155 mm artillery shells, including
DPICM (cluster);

- Javelin and AT-4 ATGMs;

- TOWATGMS;

- More than 3 million rounds of am-
munition;

- 59 light tactical vehicles;

- Explosive munitions for clearing
obstacles;

- Spare parts, maintenance and
other field equipment.

In addition, more than ten Abrams
tanks promised by the United States
will soon arrive in Ukraine.

In early September, Germany hand-
ed over another military aid package
to Ukraine, which includes 20 Marder
infantry fighting vehicles along with
ammunition. The equipment was taken
from Bundeswehr warehouses and in-
dustrial stocks.

The aid package also includes:

- 3,000 155 mm caliber shells;
- materials for the disposal of am-
munition

- one Satcom video surveillance
system;

- 20 RQ-35 Heidrun reconnaissance
drones;

- two mobile antenna-mast systems;

- 10 drone detection systems;

- 1.5 million rounds of ammunition for
firearms.

Later, the German Ministry of De-
fense announced a €400 million pack-
age of military assistance to Ukraine.
In particular, Berlin transferred to the
Armed Forces of Ukraine

- 17 SatCom satellite communication
terminals.

- 1 antenna amplifier;

- 4 HX81 tractors and 4 trailers;

- 12 Mercedes-Benz Zetros trucks;

- WISENT spare parts.

Denmark intends to transfer 45
more tanks to Ukraine — 30 Leopard 1
tanks, and 15 modernized Soviet T-72
tanks.

Earlier, Danish Prime Minister Matt
Frederiksen announced that her co-
untry would provide Ukraine with 19
F-16 aircraft.

In addition, Denmark will increase
development assistance to Ukraine in
2024.

The UK government supplied Ukrai-
ne with a batch of Malloy T400 heavy
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drones. The exact number of drones
transferred is not specified. However,
it is known that drones of this type can
lift loads weighing up to 180 kilograms
and have a range of 70 kilometers.

As a reminder, it was recently report-
ed that the UK would provide Ukraine
with equipment to protect ports and
sea lanes.

In addition, the country’s authorities
have allocated more than $14 million
to help Ukrainian refugees. The UK will
also supply Ukraine with additional air
defense systems.

South Korea will provide the Armed
Forces of Ukraine with tanks for demi-
ning and breaking through enemy de-
fense lines. It is noted that Ukraine will
receive two K600 Rhinoceros tanks.
These vehicles are capable of to de-
stroy mines in the rear and to create a
passage in the minefield on the front
line.

The Swedish Ministry of Defense
has handed over to the Armed Forces
of Ukraine all the promised Stridsvagn
122 tanks — this model is an analog of
the German Leopard 2A5.

It is noted that the Armed Forces
received 10 tanks of this type. In ad-
dition, the crews that were trained on
the Stridsvagn 122 in Sweden have re-
turned to Ukraine.

The ban on
grain imports

Ukraine has filed lawsuits with the

World Trade Organization against
Hungary, Poland, and Slovakia over
their unilateral ban on imports of
Ukrainian agricultural products.

It is noted that the lawsuits deman-
ding consultations filed in accordan-
ce with the Understanding on Rules
and Procedures for the Settlement of
Disputes of the WTO Agreement.

"It is important for us to prove that
individual member states cannot ban
imports of Ukrainian goods. That
is why we are filing lawsuits against
them in the WTO. At the same time,
we hope that these countries will lift
their restrictions and we will not have

to settle the matter in courts for a
long time,” said Yulia Sviridenko, head
of the Ministry of Economy.

The ministry added that Ukraine
sees the ban as a violation of its inter-
national obligations by the three EU
countries.

"Also, the Ukrainian side believes
that unilateral actions of the EU mem-
ber states in the field of trade are
unacceptable and all member states
of the bloc should coordinate and
coordinate trade policy, as it is within
the exclusive competence of the EU,”
the Ministry of Economy summarized.

Ukraine will jointly
produce modern
weapons, including
air defense, with
the United States —
Zelenskyy

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
said that he had a number of signif-
icant results from his visit to the Unit-
ed States, including an agreement to
jointly manufacture weapons, includ-
ing air defense systems.

The main points from the President’s
address:

- "It was a very important visit to
Washington, very significant results. |
met with President Biden and his team.
There is a new defense package: Air
defense, artillery, shells, engineer-
ing equipment. We have a long-term
agreement that we will work together
to ensure that Ukraine produces the
necessary weapons together with
America.

- I thank the Congress — both parties,
both chambers. Today, | started
my day in the American capital with
the Congress — very frank, detailed
conversations. | felt trust — trust that is
always the basis of unity.

- We also had meetings at the Penta-
gon today — important conversations
about defense support. We continue
to work to strengthen Ukraine.

- We also discussed the strengthen-

ing of our state's institutions to clear
Ukraine of any hostile and corrupt
influences. There is a valuable deci-
sion to return to Ukraine the artifacts
stolen by the occupiers — items from
the Scythian period.

- The First Lady had her own import-
ant events today. She met with the
First Lady of America, Jill Biden. And
Georgetown University — meeting
with students, expanding our cultural
diplomacy.

Biden appoints US
special envoy for
Ukraine’'s econo-
mic recovery

US President Joe Biden has ap-
pointed a special representative for
Ukraine's economic recovery.

The American leader announced
this on September 14, as quoted by
the White House press service.

The position was taken by former
Secretary of Commerce Penny Pritzker,
who has "deep family ties to Ukraine.”

"Working closely with the govern-
ment of Ukraine, our allies and part-
ners, international financial instituti-
ons, and the private sector, she will
lead the United States' efforts to re-
build the Ukrainian economy,” the
statement said.

Biden noted that Pritzker, among
other things, should mobilize public
and private investment, organize work
to open export markets and business-
es, and help the Ukrainian government
implement the reforms necessary to
strengthen the country’s economy.

"As we take the next step to help
Ukraine build a stronger future, we re-
main firmly committed to helping it se-
cure its freedom today.

"We remain firmly committed to help-
ing Ukraine secure its freedom today.
The United States remains ready to
stand by them for as long as it takes,”
Biden concluded.
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Musk hands over
control of Starlink’s
part in Ukraine to
Pentagon

Walter Isaacson, the biographer of
the American billionaire Elon Musk,
said that "a certain amount of equip-
ment and services" of the Starlink sat-
ellite network has been taken over by
the Pentagon.

He said this in an interview with The
Washington Post.

He noted that Musk chose to disas-
sociate himself from the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine, fearing that the use of
his SpaceX technology could lead to
a nuclear war.

"l created Starlink so that people
could relax, watch a movie Netflix, play
video games. | wasn't going to create
something that could lead to nuclear
war,” Isaacson quoted Musk as saying.

According to the biographer, Musk
no longer controls the geofences and
terms of use of Starlink.

Isaacson also added that the en-
trepreneur even created Starshield, a
military version of Starlink.

"I think this is his way of saying that
he needs to get out of the way, be-
cause even he thinks he shouldn't ha-
ve so much power — it's better for the
US government to make decisions
about the capabilities of the US milita-
ry to use Starlink," the biographer said.

In the courtin the
Hague hearings
on the Ukraine's
lawsuit against
Russia

On September 18, the International
Court of Justice in The Hague began
hearings in the case of Ukraine against
Russia on charges of violating the Con-
vention on the Prohibition of Genocide.

According to the court's website,
representatives of Russia will testify
on September 18 and 25, and repre-
sentatives of Ukraine on September 19
and 26.

Ukraine filed a lawsuit with the UN
court a few days after the start of the
full large-scale Russian invasion of
Ukraine. The lawsuit states that Russia
is in violation of international law by
claiming that the invasion is justified
by "preventing genocide” in eastern
Ukraine.

Russia wants the case dismissed
and denies the ICJ's jurisdiction.
Ukraine has already overcome one
hurdle: last March, the court issued a
preliminary ruling ordering Russia to
immediately cease military operations.

The court will also hear the views
of 32 other states that have joined
Ukraine's lawsuit.

The US has
expanded sanc-
tions against
Russia: the list
were included
dozens of
individuals and
legal entities

The US government has approved a
new package of sanctions against the
Russian Federation.

The restrictions include 24 individu-
als and dozens of legal entities associ-
ated with the Putin regime.

To place ads, advertisement, and other messages: info@hromada.us
Hromada, PO Box 7026, 7 Pixley Ave, Corte Madera, CA 94976

Among other things, the sanctions
were imposed on three armored ve-
hicle repair plants, Rosavtodor, the
Ulyanovsk Cartridge Plant, and the
companies AvtoVAZ, Moskvich, Trans-
mashholding, and Saturn.

In addition to Russian companies,
the list also includes legal entities from
Turkey, Belgium, the UAE, and Slove-
nia. In addition, the US imposed sanc-
tions on two Panamanian-flagged
tankers.

The UK has recog-
nized the Wagner
PMC as a terrorist
organization

The UK Ministry of Home Affairs has
added Wagner PMC to the list of terro-
rist organizations.

It is noted that from now on, this or-
ganization is considered banned in the
United Kingdom.

"Belonging to the Wagner Group in
the UK will be considered a criminal
offense with a potential prison sen-
tence of up to 14 years, which may be
imposed together with or instead of a
fine,” the statement said.

In addition, persons who provide
assistance to the PMC and approve
its activities will be subject to criminal
prosecution.

In February, the Verkhovna Rada
recognized the Wagner PMC as an in-
ternational criminal organization.

Ukraine to receive
DNA tests from

the Netherlands to
identify children
abducted by Russia

The Netherlands will provide Ukrai-
ne with kits for rapid DNA tests so that
children abducted by Russia can be
identified and returned to their families
as soon as possible.

This is stated in a statement by the
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government of the Netherlands.

These tests will allow DNA samples
to be taken from children who have
been returned from Russia. Samples
entered into a special DNA database
in Ukraine will allow faster to compare
the data of children with the data of
their family members.

Ukrainian pilots
complete
familiarization
training on
Swedish Gripen
fighters

The Ukrainian pilots successfully
completed an introductory training on
Swedish Gripen fighters.

The training included test flights
both in the aircraft and on a simu-
lator, and even briefings for ground
personnel.

"The familiarization flights have been
completed, and according to the re-
port | received from the Armed Forces,
the training went well," said the Swed-
ish defense minister.

Which European
countries does
Ukraine trade with
the most

Relations between Ukraine and
Poland have been tense for several
months now due to the ban on
Ukrainian grain imports. Poland wants

to extend the embargo beyond Sep-
tember 15 and is ready to do so unila-
terally, even without a decision from
the European Commission. In res-
ponse, Ukraine is appealing to the
World Trade Organization arbitration.
An escalation in relations with our
western neighbor is not desirable at
all: Poland is one of Ukraine's closest
allies during the war and a major Euro-
pean trading partner, with exports and
imports already exceeding $3 billion
this year.

Among European countries, Poland
has the largest export and import vol-
umes.

Romania ranks second among the
countries for exports with $2.19 bil-
lion, and Germany is in third place with
$1.08 billion. In addition, Ukrainian
goods were sold to Spain for a billion
dollars this year.

Exports to Italy, the Netherlands,
and Hungary amounted to about $0.8
billion. The second largest donor of
aid to Ukraine, the United Kingdom,
exported goods worth $193.1 million.

In addition to Poland, Ukraine impor-
ted the most goods from Germany this
year — $2.75 billion worth of goods,
and Bulgaria — $1.36 billion. The vol-
ume of imports of goods from ltaly,
France, Hungary and Slovakia.

From Romania, which ranks second
in terms of exports, Ukraine imported
goods worth $0.9 billion.

The smallest trade volumes are be-
tween Ukraine and San Marino: the vo-
lume of export this year amounted to
$0.1 million, and imports — $1.2 million.

Interestingly, there is also trade
between Ukraine and Belarus, which
is actively helping Russia during the
full-scale war. This year, Ukraine's ex-
ports to Belarus amounted to $0.2 mil-
lion, while imports amounted to $13.6
million.

Germany, which this year is among
the leaders in terms of trade with
Ukraine, was previously among the top
3 exporters and importers. But Roma-
nia and Bulgaria became leaders only
last year.

At the same time, Ukraine's trade
with Italy decreased. In 2017-2021, the
country was one of the top three ex-
porters, but this year it dropped to 5"
place.
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Ukraine joined
the IAEA Board
of Governors

Ukraine has been elected to the
IAEA Board of Governors, one of the
agency's two governing bodies.

Ukraine will be a member of the
Board of Governors until 2025. Ze-
lenskyy noted that Ukraine will make
every effort to strengthen the role of the
IAEA and strengthen nuclear safety.

It is worth noting that the Board
of Governors is one of the two deci-
sion-making bodies of the IAEA along
with the annual General Conference
of the IAEA Member States. The Board
of Governors includes representati-
ves of 35 countries.

Volodymyr
Zelenskyy told
about the newly
created Alliance of
Defense Industries

The Alliance of Defense Industries
was established at the first Interna-
tional Defense Industries Forum. Ma-
nufacturers of weapons and military
equipment from around the world can
join its basic declaration.

This was announced by President of
Ukraine Volodymyr Zelenskyy, spea-
king at the forum on September 29,
the press service of the Presidential
Administration reports.

"Now, for decades to come, we are
determining what the most powerful
defense industry complexes will be,
what their priorities will be, and what
will be the standard of defense. This
is being determined in Ukraine. At the
first International Defense Industries
Forum, we created the Alliance of De-
fense Industries. Manufacturers of
weapons and military equipment from
all over the world can join its basic de-
claration and demonstrate that they
are ready to build the arsenal of the
free world together with Ukraine,” Zel-
enskyy said.

The Head of State emphasized that
the Ukrainian nation is strong and
courageous.
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Friends of UCU and Ukrainian Catholic University Foundation
cordially invite you to a Banquet in San Francisco to benefit
Ukrainian Catholic University.

STAND WITH UKRAINE
STAND WITH UCU STUDENTS

Sunday, October 22, 2023 | 4:30-7:30 P.M. PDT
McLaren Conference Center, University of San Francisco

Please join us for our signature West Coast event featuring
esteemed speakers, community leaders, and special musical guests,
and to enjoy the fellowship of friends committed to supporting UCU in
these difficult and challenging times. We look forward to welcoming you!

Esteemed Guest Speaker: Musical Entertainment:

Taras Dobko, Ph.D
Newly-Elected Rector

of Ukrainian Catholic
University

Andrii Liesnyi

Silent auction, a virtual tour of UCU, and more!

There are many ways to support UCU at our
San Francisco benefit banquet:

Individual tickets are $250, and a variety of
Sponsorship levels are available, from $1,500
to $15,000.

Thank you to our Corporate Benefactor:

PURCHASE TICKETS HERE

For questions and additional information, please contact Liubov Haluha,
National Event Coordinator at 415.314.1845, or at Ihaluha@ucufoundation.org.

UCUFOUNDATION.ORG | FACEBOOK.COM/UCUFOUNDATION
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THE FIRST DEFENSE
INDUSTRIES FORUM
STARTED IN UKRAINE /
DETAILS OF THE EVENT

On September 29, more than 250 companies
took part in the Defense Industries Forum in Kyiv,
including dozens of Ukrainian companies.

As of the first day, 38 companies have already
joined. They represent 19 countries. These are
the United States, the United Kingdom, Germany,
Sweden, Denmark, the Netherlands, Canada,
Bulgaria, Australia, Belgium, Lithuania, Latvia
and Estonia, as well as the Czech Republic, North
Macedonia, Slovakia, Spain, Croatia and Finland.
More companies will join.

Ukrainian manufacturers signed 20 documents
with partner companies at the Forum. These are
agreements and memorandums. Each of these
documents later becomes a new production or a
strengthening of existing cooperation.

These are agreements on joint production,
technology exchange, and the supply of compo-
nents. Production of powders, production of am-
munition. This is training personnel for our defense
industry. Also, Ukrainian production of drones,
land and sea autonomous systems is developing.

GOOD TASTE
MARKET & DELI

EUROPEAN FOOD

<STE
S g
S
]

7117 Walerga Rd., #5,
Sacramento, CA 95842

(916) 333-3335

GTMarket.2020@gmail.com

A Fundraser for Ukraing

United We Stand
“Stiykist”

it i of George HoTrison, Pink Fioyd, Travelesg Wilburys,
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Earn more on
your savings with a

HIGH-YIELD
CERTIFICATE!

See short-term results! A rewarding option!

6 MONTHS THREE YEARS

2.78% 4.50%

MONEY MARKET SPECIAL

N o =
See your money grow! Earn with convenience!

13 MONTHS $250K - $999K

5.00% EX1GG

Mepeiaite o ukrainianfcu.org ans UKRA’N’AN mg YKPAT,',CbKA

noBHoro rpa¢iky po6oTu i agpecu BigaineHs. FEDERAL CREDIT UNION iV OE/IEPATIbHA KPEAWUTHA CTIITKA

NPOMNOHYEMO BCI BUAW MOC/IYT! 3AMNPOLUYEMO 40 HALLUX BIAAITIEHD!

H YekoBi paxyHKmn B KpeanTun Ha HepyxomicTb Citrus Heights, CA Rancho Cordova, CA

B OwazHi paxyHKu ® MnatixHi Kaptku VISA® 7984 Aubyrn Blvd. 11088 Olson Dr.

u Ceprudikaty B OHNAliH | MOBINLHII GaHKIHT Citrus Heights, CA 95621 Rancho Cordova, CA 95670
0 P 916-721-1188 916-894-0822

H [lo3nKu

*APY is Annual Percentage Yield. Rates effective 6/15/23. Minimum deposit $500. Rates may change. No rate adjustment on prior deposit accounts. Penalty to withdraw the money (principal) you deposited into your
Share Certificate before it reaches the maturity date; you may withdraw the dividend earned at any time w/o penalties. APY will remain in effect for the term of the Share Certificate. Dividends compounded & credited
quarterly. Fees may reduce earnings. Applies only to Money Market accounts: Up to three (3) withdrawals are allowed per month before a fee is imposed. There is a minimum of $100 per withdrawal. Dividends are
compounded & credited monthly. Applies only to IRA share certificate accounts: New IRA contributions only & up to $7,500 for 2023. Promotional rates are not for other IRA funds, like rollovers or transfers. IRA Share
Certificates are subject to IRS contribution limits. Additional deposits are not allowed into the same account. UFCU doesn't offer tax advice; consult a professional tax advisor for IRA contribution limits & deductions.
Penalties apply for early withdrawal. Note: Other rates & terms are available. UFCU reserves the right to terminate these offers at any time without any further notice. Membership subject to eligibility. Insured by NCUA.

Law Offices Of Serhiy Nikolaichuk

Personal Injury, Estate Planring, Probates

Serhiy Nikolaichuk

Attormey at Law

Tel.: 415.980.0130
Fax: BBB.9/9.87/27
sn@sninjurylaw.com

- L — - I Y ——— R
&£365 Aubum Bhed, 8104 2950 Buskirk Ave, Unit 300 1350 0ld Bayshore Hwy, Ste, 520
Sacramento, CA 95841  Walnut Creek, CA 94557 Burlingame, CA 34011
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" benefit

Slele BENEFITS, INSURANCE, AND HR

fit Experts is a full service, independ??it nsurance agency
with roadrxarket access and unparalleled service. Benefit Experts

ur one stop shop for all of your businesses insurance needs.

NQ| !n ANIAT
1INV NA
SERVICES: |
Group Health Insurance
HR Services, 401k .
Workers Con‘lf)ensation — -
! |

General Liability and much more
(see website full list of. services)

CONTACT US TODAY:
Serge Barbir CEO

TOLL FREE 800.495.4172

P. 650.251.4228
Sbarbir@benefitexperts.com
www. benefitexperts.com

Voted best of Palo Alto
6 years running

A PETALUMA
-_
Orest Balytsky D.M.D.

Diplomate, American Board of Endodontics

(707) 763-2170

orbendo17@msn.com
www.petalumaendo.com
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ELON MUSK'S DEMONS?

HOW THE TECH MOGUL'S SCANDALOUS STATEMENTS ABOUT
THE SHUTDOWN OF STARLINK DURING THE MILITARY OPERATION
IN CRIMEA WILL AFFECT THE US ELECTIONS

Anton Shramenko

Recently, military events in
Ukraine have been a kind of catalyst
for processes in the United States.
The September scandal with Musk,
when he stated that "the US Con-
gress did not declare war on Rus-
sia,” has already caused a storm
of outrage among the US political
establishment, hatred in Ukrainian
social media, and support and ap-
proval from Viadimir Putin. Con-
gresswoman Elizabeth Warren said
that the case of the satellite Inter-
net network shutdown ordered by
Musk needs to be investigated to
make sure "we have adequate tools
to ensure that foreign policy is con-
ducted by the government, not by
one billionaire.”

Hromada spoke with Ukrainian
political scientist Olesya Yakhno,
who believes that there is no need
to rush to demonize Musk, and that
the tragic precedent of Starlink
shutdown for Ukraine may have
important and even positive conse-
quences for the security situation
in the United States. Let's take a
closer look.

Olesia Yakhno:

"First of all, in the situation with the
Starlink shutdown, | would distinguish
between Elon Musk's actions and his
statements. Let's talk about the state-
ments first. The way he justified the
shutdown of the Internet during a mi-
litary operation is really political igno-
rance. This is a gross mistake that Rus-
sia immediately used to undermine
public opinion in the United States
about helping Ukraine in the war. The
fact that Putin publicly supported
Musk against the backdrop of state-
ments about the launch of an inves-
tigation into this incident (as in: "you
see, not everyone in America supports
pumping Ukraine with weapons™) con-
firms that Russia is able to skillfully
use famous personalities to play its
game. And Musk, when he makes such
careless statements, unknowingly gi-
ves Russia the tools to stir up internal
conflicts in American society.

But | believe that this "Musk prece-
dent” is very important for the United
States, especially on the eve of the
presidential election. We know that

Russia is looking for any "gaps” in the
security and information field of West-
ern governments through which it can
infiltrate and influence public opinion,
and even directly influence political
and electoral processes. Americans
saw how well the aggressor country
succeeds in such operations during
the 2016 presidential election. And
now, for example, it has been re-
vealed that Russia is creating clone
accounts of US government agencies
and fake pages of prominent news
sources such as the Washington Post
on social media, and using them to
inject its propaganda narratives into
the information space. Russia is even
more skillful at using politically igno-
rant celebrities and "useful idiots” to
promote its agenda and conduct other
operations. Moreover, these individ-
uals themselves do not even realize
that they have become a tool in the
hands of the enemy.

Therefore, the strong reaction to
Musk's statements not only in Ameri-
can society but also in the US political
establishment, the Pentagon's state-
ments, and the launch of an investiga-
tion into the Starlink outage allows me
to make an optimistic forecast about
further developments. | would like to
think that the US government has rea-
lized its mistakes that led to this ter-
rible incident, and that such "arbitrari-
ness” on the part of big business will
not happen again in the future.

And now we come to Musk's actions
and why | am in no hurry to demonize
them. | believe that the reason for such
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actions is not Elon’s deliberate playing
along with Russia, but the blurring of
the US government’s military position.

If we look at the beginning of the
full-scale invasion and the topic of
Crimea, very often in statements and
interviews of Western politicians, they
emphasized the sacredness of Crimea
for Putin, the high degree of threat of
using nuclear weapons in the event
of military action on the territory of
Crimea and the need to resolve the
issue of Crimea purely diplomatical-
ly, not militarily. Therefore, it seems to
me that if, at the time of this incident,
the US government had announced
a clear position on the permissibili-
ty of military action on the peninsula,
for example, that the United States
was ready to provide Ukraine with
everything it needed to fight back in
the Crimean direction, Elon Musk
would not have done so.

Another important aspect is that
before this precedent, no one had
realized that big business and indi-
vidual non-governmental personali-
ties could have such a direct impact
on the course of hostilities in Ukraine.
And | really liked the Pentagon's re-
action, where they said that in the fu-
ture, Musk should make all decisions
regarding the war with them. This is a
very important step, especially on the
eve of the US presidential election. |
hope that the government is already
developing a model of interaction be-
tween businesses and the US author-
ities in terms of security risks. This is
to prevent similar precedents from
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arising again that would directly af-
fect the course of the war or internal
processes in the United States. This
should be a model for business in-
teraction with the US government in
terms of technology security to fur-
ther reduce the number of loopholes
through which Russia or other third
parties can influence public opinion
or interfere in elections. Such a mo-
del would be a good safeguard against
rebellions and political crises. There
is a certain set of topics where the
state should develop a very clear po-
sition. And the sooner such a model
is developed, the clearer the accept-
able and unacceptable boundaries are
outlined, and all this is communicated
to big business owners, the sooner it
will prevent the country from invol-

ving individuals like Musk in US milita-
ry and internal conflicts.

And it's good that the Musk scan-
dal has broken out now. Otherwise,
during the election period, it would
have been overgrown with election
rhetoric and would have directly af-
fected the positions of politicians in
the race. | believe that if the U.S. go-
vernment now takes advantage of this
precedent and draws conclusions
from it, develops a clear model of in-
teraction with large businesses and
individuals, the risk to the American
system will be significantly reduced.

For Ukraine, the positive aspect of
the Musk scandal is that it happened
before we had F-16 fighters. Because,
as we can see, in the case of the Star-
limk shutdown, business and perso-

"government-business in security and

"the United States has not declared

nalities can influence the course of mi-
litary operations in a rather unexpec-
ted way. That is, if a clear model of

strategic issues” is developed, where
there are no clear positions of the
Pentagon, businessmen will not be
able to act at their own discretion and
influence the war. If they consult with
the Pentagon, | think they will also not
be able to arbitrarily interpret the go-
vernment's position that, for example,

war on Russia.” And where there are
sensitive areas of security, | think the
business will be interested in coordi-
nating this in terms of its reputation,
and thus not playing along with the
common enemy of the United States
and Ukraine.”

Dear friends!

On the occasion of the 75%"
anniversary of the World Fed-
eration of Ukrainian Women's
Organizations, the SECOND
INTERNATIONAL ASSEMBLY
"UKRAINIANS IN THE WORLD:
UNITED BY LOVE FOR UKRAINE
— FOR ITS VICTORY AND RESTO-
RATION".

Organizers: The World Feder-
ation of Ukrainian Women's Or-
ganizations (WFUWO) and the
International Institute for Educa-
tion, Culture and Diaspora Rela-
tions of Lviv Polytechnic National
University (IIEC).

The mission of the Assembly
is to open up Ukrainian wom-
en’'s activism in the world to the
public, to highlight their effective
role in achieving the Victory and
restoring Ukraine.

The event was attended by

SECOND INTERNATIONAL
ASSEMBLY "UKRAINIANS
IN THE WORLD...”

Ukrainian women opinion lead-
ers from over 20 countries.

The Assembly's panelists
are authoritative, professional,
well-known figures from various
spheres of Ukrainian life in the
world and in Ukraine.

The Assembly is an integral
event of the Xl WFUWO Con-
gress on the occasion of its glo-
rious anniversary.

Today, united Ukrainian wom-
en are an important factor in
Ukraine's global struggle for in-
dependence and our Victory.

For 75 years, the World Fed-
eration of Ukrainian Women's
Organizations has been coordi-
nating the activities of Ukrainian
women’'s organizations around
the world, working to support
Ukraine at various stages of its
formation and development.

Participation in the event is

subject to prior registration and
confirmation from the Organiz-
ing Committee. The number of
participants is limited.

The organizers do not reim-
burse travel and accommodation
expenses.

Registration is open until Oc-
tober 1, 2023.

Registration form:
https://forms.gle/tRzj6pHS3Y-
WVdwzH7

Time and venue: October 15,
2023, Ukrainian National House
in Przemysl (5 Tadeusz Kos-
ciuszko St., Przemysl, Poland)

Let's discover the power of
Ukrainian women for Ukraine
and the world!

If you have any questions,
please contact us b y
e-mail:

congress@miok.lviv.ua
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NINA SEMENYUK IS A REAL ESTATE BROKER IN
SACRAMENTO AND THE SURROUNDING AREA

Myroslav Hrekh

Nina Semenyuk lives in Sacra-
mento, a woman who has been bu-
ying and selling homes for a long
time. Our correspondent Myroslav
Hrekh interviewed Nina.

Myroslav (M.): Please tell us how
long you have been in the United
States.

Nina (N.): I've been here since the
nineties, and soon it will be my 35"
year in America.

M.: Can you tell us what you do?

N.: | sell real estate.

M.: Are you a realtor or a broker?
And what is the difference between
them? Because it's hard for me to un-
derstand this specificity.

H.: A realtor is someone who sells
real estate under the guidance of a
broker, and a broker can sell inde-
pendently and have own company. |
am a realtor now.

M.: How long have you been in this
business?

N.: I've been working in this field
since '97, and this is my 27" year.

M.: So you have a lot of experience.
What is the dynamics of your work,
what are your achievements, what
can you tell us about it?

H.: | successfully sell and buy hou-
sing. | have thousands of satisfied cli-
ents. | help them with many real estate
issues, even those who have a langu-
age barrier. | help those who have re-
cently arrived. There are different pro-
grams for different people — for those
who have a minimum down payment,
and for those who have a minimum
credit. So there are different programs
for different clients, and | also help
them choose the best one.

M.: In what territory do you do this
work?

N.: | mainly focus on Sacramento
and the surrounding area.

M.: Are there many Ukrainians
among your clients?

N.: Yes, a lot of them. You know,
there is a trend now to speak Ukrainian.
Previously, many Ukrainians who came
here spoke Russian. Now the trend
has changed, probably because of the
war, many have switched to Ukrainian.

M.: Where are your roots, where do
you come from?

N.: | come from the Volyn region,
from the city of Novovolynsk.

M.: What advice do you have for our

readers?

H.: We always advise people to buy
their own house instead of renting. A
person who has his own property or
housing always benefits from it. If
he pays for the house, and if he pays
taxes, they get discounts for that. Over
time, the cost of housing increases.
There is no such time as a bad time to
buy your own home, it is always profi-
table. Now, due to the war, there is an
influx of Ukrainians. But they are not
able to buy a home because they have
no credit. | advise newcomers to open
any credit card with the lowest limit
to start building their credit history. If
a person gets a job, has a minimum
credit score and has been living here
for 2 years, he or she can already buy
some housing. So a person will always
need a credit history.

M.: The loan is taken from a bank,
and what is the current bank interest
rate for buying a home?

H.: Now it's somewhere around 7%,
it goes up or down from time to time.
So two years ago, the interest rate
was somewhere around 2.5-3%,
which I don’t remember in my entire
career. When we bought a house in
1996, the interest rate was around
8 percent. But if the interest rate is
5 percent, it's okay, and it's unrealis-
tic to expect a lower rate, for example,
down to 3 percent.

M.: Tell us a little bit about yourself.

N.: | have a family — 5 daughters,
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and already 18 grandchildren.

M.: So you are a rich woman, a rich
mother and grandmother.

H.: We came here a long time ago,
and America has become our country.
But we do not forget Ukraine and sup-
portit, we help it, this is our mission.

M.: How long ago have you been in
Ukraine?

N.: This year. We bought a bus in
France, brought it here and handed it
over to the volunteers. Now it is being
used to transport humanitarian aid
to the front and to the de-occupied
territories. Here, in Volyn Oblast, they
pack it all up and take it to the front.
We also purchased another jeep for
the needs of the army to transport
wounded soldiers from the first line of
defense. We help as much as we can.

M.: Well done, thank you for that!
Now a little more about your programs
you mentioned.

H.: For a first-time buyer, there is a
3% down payment program and no
mortgage insurance, the bank pays
for the paperwork. There is a program
that provides assistance for the down
payment. A person with no money at
all can buy a house, although the inte-
rest rate is not so attractive. But, if you
buy land, you need to give 20% and
have a credit history. So, if you arrive,
you go to the bank, put down $200, and
you can get a credit card.

M.: What are your statistics, how
many houses have you managed to
sell over the past year?

N.: | sell a lot of houses, about 40-
50 on average per year. | used to sell
100 or more. It was possible 10-15
years ago. Now prices are high, and
people are not buying as much as
they used to. Potential real estate bu-
yers are now a little hesitant, waiting
for prices to fall. In fact, it is better
to buy in the second half of the year.
Prices are always higher in spring
than in autumn, so it's better to buy in
the fall. And it is better to sell in the
spring. Prices always fall by a few
percent in the second half of the
year. That's what | recommend to your
readers.

M.: Well, thank you for your impor-
tant advice and everything you do for
the victory of Ukraine! | wish you every
success in your work and all the best
for you! And | wish us all a speedy end
to the war and victory!

H.: Thank you for your attention!
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BYOWUHKW - OYNIEKCH
HOUSES - DUPLEXES

CakpameHTO Ta okonuui * Sacramento and area

¢ Mepenik OyauHKIB, AynneKkciB Ta 3eMeJsibHUX AiNSHOK B
pisHnx yacTtuHax micTta / List of houses, duplexes and land
plots in different parts of the city

¢ IHpopmMaLuia Npo ninbru Npu Kynieai nepLoro 0yauHky /
Information about benefits when buying a first home f

¢ Short Sale Specialist

Hina CemeHiok - Broker
Nina Semenyuk

NinaSRealEstate@gmail.com
5252 Sunrise Blvd., Suite #6
Fair Oaks, CA 95628

Lic # 01222641
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ENGLISH SQUARED FOR STEM STUDENTS
AND PROFESSIONALS + LOORA.AI

Today English Squared is probab-
ly the best solution to improve in-
dustry professional English for eve-
ryone around the world for native B U I L D YO U R TOMO R ROW W I T H
or none-native speakers. Bottom
line, for anyone, who strive to excel
in their field, English Squared will = “ l S q S Q ‘\’ /\ Q 1 D
tailor online program and progress h . ‘ . . h
evaluation starting from as little as

$99 per month. w \_| *
We asked Aaron Harford, founder of J k R 5 N E M '

English Squared to introduce his com-
pany to anyone who could benefit from
this program.

Please provide an overview of
the company, who could benefit
from English Squared, and what
programs are available?

English Squared was started 2 years
ago. After living in Ukraine for some
years with my family, | realized that
English for Science, Technology, En-
gineering, and Mathematics (STEM)
students and professionals was an
area that had not received much atten-
tion. When a STEM student or profes-
sional builds confidence and fluency
in English, it has an exponential im-
pact on their lives, families, company,
and country.

Anyone who has a STEM back-
ground and wants to improve their En-
glish for work, study, or living abroad
can benefit from English Squared.

Our program offers Al augmented
reading, writing, speaking, listening,
& assessments, as well as private les-
sons with a native English speaker who
also has a STEM background. Work at
your own pace and schedule with our
Al augmented systems, and also ben-
efit from weekly or biweekly private
classes with our teachers.

What starting prices you are .
offering and how many hours per Develop confidence and fluency
week a student needs to dedicate.

To make demonstrable progress, an O $
English STEM student should commit Star“ng O" 99/m0n|'h
3-4 hours aweek. One hour for reading,
one for writing, practicing with Loora, FREE Assesment FREE Informational Interview
as well as an hour with your human in-
structor to practice and discuss STEM
topics of interest to you. Prices start
at $100 per month, and you get a lot of
value for your money.

What is and how Loora.ai is im-
plemented into the educational
process at English Squared? At the
same time, what are the advanta-
ges of using Loora.ai?

www.English4STEM.org
www.EnglishSquared.org
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Loora.ai is an innovative, interactive
app that we provide to our students as
a package. She is the most impressive
Al speech interactive English tutor we
have found. The most complicated and
expensive part of any language course
is the private human teacher. What we
have done is provide Al augmentation
that offers flexibility and practice, as
well as value, so that when you have
private lessons with a human teacher
you can make the most of them.

Loora’s speech to text programming
really needs to be experienced. You
can also compare your pronunciation
with difficult words alongside hers,
build vocabulary, and have open con-
versations about any topic of interest.
Daily language practice is necessary
to become proficient and meet your
goals. We recommend 5 to 30 minutes
of speaking and listening practice per
day with Loora. One student comment-
ed that Loora is like having a diary, a
friend, and an English teacher avai-
lable 24 hours a day.

How much time would it take to
complete a course?

In our experience, we recommend
a minimum of 3 months to see de-
monstrable, real improvement in your
English language skills. We have had
some of our students for 12 months or
more! You can choose from 3, 6, or 12
month packages. For what we offer, it
really is the best offering available.

With regular evaluation of the
progress do you provide an indust-
ry recognized certification?

We utilize Tracktest for our free ini-
tial assessment, as well as monthly
detailed feedback and individualized
testing to build and adapt a program
specifically for you. Most importantly,
you will never wonder about your En-
glish level, or what you need to work
on to improve. Our certificates are
used by employers, universities, and
government agencies in the European
Union and Canada. Upon successful
completion of your English course, we
provide a certificate that utilizes iden-
tification verification, online proctoring,
speech, writing, along with a picture
and QR code for confirmation. It is the
best overall English for STEM langua-

ge learning platform available today.

To get started, we recommend you
take a 5 minute, no cost assessment:

https://app.tracktest.eu/registra-
tion?dh=englishsquared

(Can put as Know Your English Level
or English Squared Assessment)

After your test, we will receive your
results! Then, head to our website and
schedule an informational interview
to see how we can help you achieve
your English language goals for
Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Mathematics!

https://www.englishsquared.org
service-page/introductory-plan-
ning-session?referral=service_list_
widget

(Schedule Informational Session)

You can also reach out to us on
Whatsapp in the US or Ukraine. Also
join our LinkedIn Page for information
and newsletter.

https://www.linkedin.com
company/english-squared-lic/
about/?viewAsMember=true

Citras

Plaza MARKET

Ukrainian FOOD & CATERING

Monday - Saturday 9 AM- 10 PM
Sunday

6240 San Juan Ave., Citrus Heights, CA 95610

Phone: (916) 725-5445
citrusplazacafe@gmail.com

facebook.com/citrusplazacatering/

10AM - 10 PM
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ONSA OITEN

DapooBaHUHU JINC

Iean ®panko (adanmoeana éepcisn)

Kne cobi B 0gHIM nici
Jlnc MukunTta, XnTpuin-
npexutpuin. CKinbkn pasis
rOHWUAW NOro CTPinbLy,
LbKYBaJsiM NOro XopTtamu,
CTaBUJIN HA HbOIO KarkaHu
abo nigkmpanu nomy
OTPYEHOIr0 M'aca, HiYum He
MOrAn Moro gokoHatwu. Jinc
MuknTa cmigasca cobi 3 HUX,
obMuHaB ycsiki Hebesnekn,
e 1 iHWKMX CBOIX TOBApMULLIB
ocTepiras.

HesBunyaiHe wacTs i noro
XUTPICTb 3p06UAN 110ro
CTpAaLLUEHHO ropaum.

— Lo Bn cobi apymaeTe!
— MoXBansiBCA BiH nepen,

CBOiMUM TOBapuULLIaMn.— Ha 6a3ap i BepHYTMCb KayoK i iHLI Taki rapHi peui.
Joci 94 xoamB No cenax, a Hazapn. A Ha BynuLi 1 Ha Ane He BCTUr BiH J00IrTm
3aBTpa B 6innii oeHb nigy 6asapi KpuKk, Wym, ramip, 0o 6asapy, konm nomy

[0 MicTa i npocTo 3 6asapy BO3U CKpUMNAATb, Koneca Ha3ycTpi4 6ixnTb MNec,
KYPKY BKpaay. rYPKOTSATb, KOHi FPUMNSATb 3 iHWoro 60Ky Haabirae

— ET, He roBopu KONUTaMu, CBUHI KYBIiYYTb Opyruin, a Tam 6a4nTb
OYypHULL,— YMOBASISIN MO0 — OLHUVM CJI0BOM, KNEKIT TpeTboro. lNciB y>e HaLl
TOBapWLLI. Takui, akoro Haw Mukunta Muknta He ooypuThb.

— OT nobaumte,— BiB i B CHi He 6aumB, i B rapsayui 3apas NpoHIoxanu, XTo BiH,
cBoe Jlnc i 3agymaB 3aBTpa He 4yB. 3arapyanm Ta sk KUHYTbCS
no6irtn oo micta i 3 6asapy Mo30yBLUNCSA NepLLOro 00 Hboro. Haw Mukuta
BXOMUTU KYPKY. CTpaxy Ta po3amMBUBLLNCH 3aKPYTUBCSH, MOB MyXa B

Ane umm pasom BigHui Kyaun 1 9K Hankpatue 6irtu, OKponi: Wwo TyT pobutn?
MuknTa Takm NOMUIINBCS. Jlnc Mukunta HabpaBcs Kyan pituca? He posro

Momix koHONNAMU Ta BiABarun, po3birca i ogHUM Jymaroym, BiH LUMUTHYB
KYKYPYZA3010 BiH 6€3ne4YHOo LYyXOM CKOYMB 4Yepes niiT Ha y HaNOMXKYi OQYMHEHI
3ani3 ax o nepegmicTs: BY/INLIO. BOPOTA, a 3 BOPIT Ha
oropogamm, rnepeckakyn4m 3HITNBCS, CKyNnMBCA Ta noagip's.

MJ0TU Ta XOBAOYUCS MiX POBOM HK YKYPHE MNPOCTO Ha BaunTb Jlnc, Wwo Ha
SAPUHOIO, AINLIOB ax Ha 6asap, oe 40BrMM psiioM noAaBip'i B KYTKY CTOITb
cepeaviHy Mmicta. Ane CNAinn XiHkKu, oepxayuv B akacbk gixa. OT BiH, He J0Bro
TyT 6iga. Tpeba 6yno pellieTax Ta B KOLUMKaxX Ha AyMato4m, CKiK y oixky Ta
XO4Y Ha MUTb BUCKOYUTN npoaax anus, Macno, CBixi ” cxoBaBcq. LLlacTa mas,

Ha Bynuuto, 36iratm rpnbu, NONOTHO, KYpEen, 00 nepaBe BiH We3 Yy Aixi,
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KOMM NPUOBIran Lot Kynoto
Mcu, raBkayuu, rapyayu,
HIOXaKouM.

— Tyt BiH 6yB! TyT BiH 6YB!
LLlykainTe noro! — kpmnyanu
nepeaHi.

Llina top6a kmnHynacs no
HEBENMKOMY NOABIP'Io, NO
BCiX 3aKyTKax rpedyTb,
HIOXaloTh, ApANalTb —
Jluca n cnipy Hema.

Kinbka pasis nigxogmnu
" 0o Aixi. Ane HerapHuii
3anax, 9Kun iLloB BiA, Hel,
BioraHsae ix. Bpewri, He
3HANLLOBLUM HiYOro, BOHU
nodirnu retb. Jinc Mukunta
OyB ypSATOBaHUIA.

YpartosaHun, ane ak!

Y pixi, Wwo Tak
HecnogisaHo cTana momy
B Npurogij, oyno GinbLue
K 40 MOJIOBUHU CUHbBOI,
rycToi, Ha onii pO3BEeAEHOI
dapbun. baunte, B TiM OOMi
XMB Mansap, wo ¢apobysaB
OyOMHKM, NapkaHn Ta
caaoBsi nasmu.

BckoumBLun B Len
pOo34uH, JInc MuknTa B
nepLly XBUANHY NipHYB Y
HbOrO 3 rONI0BOIO | MaNo
He 3a4yLInBCA, ane noTiMm,
OicTaBLUM 3aOHIMU HOramm
JHa 604kuK, cTaB cobi Tak,
Lo BCE MOro Tino 6yno
3aTtonsneHo B papobi, a
TiNbKM MOPAA, Taka CUHS,
TpoOLLEeYykM cTupyana 3
Hei. OTak BiH BUXaaB,
MOKM MUHyNa cTpallHa
Hebe3neka.

Jobpe, Lo XUBUA.

Maiixe BMuparouun
3i cTpaxy, 6igHnn Jlnc
Mwukuta MmycuB cugiti B
dapbi TMX0 ax oo Bevopa,
nobpe 3Haluu, Lo KOIn
Tenep, y Takim BUrAaaj,

3'9BUTUCS HA BYNUL, TO
BXe He Tinbkun [cun, a
NI0ON KUHYTbCH 33 HUM i He
MYyCTATb NOr0 XUBOro. Ax
KONu cMepkno, Jinc Mukurta
MPOXOroM BUCKOYUB i3
CBOro HE3BUYANHOIO
Kyneno, nepeobir ByInLIo
i, HE MOMI4YEeHUN HiKUM,
YCKOYMB A0 cagka. A
3Biacu byp'aHamu, Yyepes
nepenasu, 4yepes kanycTm ta
KYKYPYO3U YKYPHYB [0 Nicy.
Y1 ni3Ho, 4n paHo
MPOKWUHYBCS BiH Ha Apyrumn
OEeHb, LiIbOro BXe B KHUrax
He 3anucaHo.
Ane B Ty XBUIMNHY 3UPKHYB
Ha cebe — nmueHbKo! Ax

CKPUKHYB Bigonaxa. A ue
wo Take? 3 nepensiky BiH
KWHYBCS TikaTu, afie cam
Bi,g, cebe He BTeYeLl.

Axkuncb gUBHUN i
CTpaLUHWI 3Bip, CUHIN-
CUHIN, 3 NpenoraHum
3anaxoMm, NOKPUTUIA HE TO
JNIYCKOI0, HE TO IXXaKOBMMM
KOJII04YKaMM, a XBIiCT Y HbOroO
— He XBICT, a LWOCb Take
BesinyesHe,
a BaXkke, MOB 0BOH4,
i TAKOX KOJIIOYe.

®Papba oniriHa, BHOYi y
Tenni 3acoxna nobpe, He
nyckae. Pobu, Lo xo4elLl,
6pare MukunTo!

* k *
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MY TEACHER...

Myroslav Hrekh

On the first Sunday of October, and
this year it will be October 1, Ukraine
will celebrate Teacher's Day (Educa-
tion Workers' Day). The professional In-
ternational Educators' Day was estab-
lished by UNESCO in 1994. It should
be reminded that World Teachers’ Day
is celebrated on October 5. In Ukraine,
according to the Presidential Decree of
September 11, 1994, the Day of Educa-
tion Workers is celebrated on the first
Sunday of October.

Many Ukrainian citizens who were
educated when Ukraine was a part of
the Soviet Union as a republic remem-
ber the festive bouquets of asters and
chrysanthemums that were tradition-
ally presented to teachers on Teach-
er's Day with sincere gratitude. White
aprons and shirts were worn at the end
of the first week of October. "Teacher's
Day is a holiday that stays with us fo-
rever,” the government portal states.

Today in independent Ukraine, there
are almost 860 thousand teachers,
educators, masters of industrial train-
ing, researchers and managers. They
teach and educate more than a mil-
lion preschoolers, educate more than
five million schoolchildren, and teach
future specialties to almost three mil-
lion students in the country. The war
against racist Russia has made its own
adjustments here as well. Thousands
of educators from the east and south
of the country were forced to leave
their destroyed schools and homes —
some abroad or in the western or cen-
tral part of the country, others to the
front. The number of wards has also
decreased. Russia committed an inter-
national crime by abducting thousands
of Ukrainian children and taking them
to the territory of the occupier. For this
crime, Putin himself was arrested by
the International Criminal Court.

Despite this, the educational pro-
cess both this year and last year start-
ed on time, as planned. Sometimes
it has to be transferred online and to

special shelters, especially during air
raids when the enemy attacks our cit-
ies and villages. Even in these extraor-
dinary conditions, teachers fulfill their
duties with high quality and selfless-
ness. Honor and praise to them for this!
But enough about the sad. On this day,
we would like to say the most heartfelt
and beautiful words to our teachers,
to thank them for their hard work and
care.

Here are the memories of former
students and their teachers about their
school years:

"There is no better and more sin-
cere time than school. School shaped
one's personality, taught one to make
friends, love, sympathize, think, be-
lieve, protect and listen. Not even to
listen, but to hear. This is a great merit
of our teachers. At every meeting, we
remember our teachers with gratitude
and realize that we were lucky to have
them. It is difficult to determine which
of them did more for whom. That is the
difficulty of teaching, that it is impossi-
ble to determine the result of their ef-
forts. There is no gross output, as there
is with manufacturers, and the grains
of their labor are not material at all.
These seeds are sown simultaneously

— in class and during breaks, because
we were always together. The sprouts
were uneven — either someone had the
seeds deeper and longer, waiting for
more favorable times, or something
else. When we meet, we always re-
member our mentors, and the older we
get, or maybe wiser, who knows, the
more gratitude we hear in those mem-
ories. It's hard for me to say which of
my teachers was the best. | love them
all and thank God for giving me the
happiness of learning from them. And
may they forgive me for causing trou-
ble or spoiling their mood. Believe me,
it was not out of malice.”

"As the saying goes, the earth is
founded on the righteous, and the
school on tireless teachers and spiri-
tual mentors. One can only admire the
ingenuity, diligence, desire to keep up

with the times, and talent of the teach-
ing staff.”

"The years flew away like white storks,
frosting my hair with gray hair. The
crimson bell rang 35 times in the class-
room, announcing the start of the new
school year. And, nervously, | go to
meet the students, and the memories
of the first steps across the threshold
of Pavlyshche school as a shy young
girl, a student of Kirovohrad State Pe-
dagogical Institute, come to life in my
memory."

| cannot but mention here my first
teacher, Oleksandra Andriivna Sher-
stiuk. Behind our eyes, we called her
Shura. That was her husband's name.
They came to our Prykarpattia village
from somewhere in central Ukraine.
Her husband worked as a policeman
in Drohobych, and Shura was a prima-
ry school teacher. And the teacher, as
they say, was from God. Demanding,
fair and loving. And we all loved her.
| remember when she used to walk
from her house to school in the morn-
ing with a heavy bag, the boys would
line up far in front of the school to help
her carry the bag. From an early age,
she instilled in me a love of cleanliness
and order, a desire to learn new and
unknown things, to improve my incli-
nations and preferences, a sense of
satisfaction from a job well done, love
for my land and language, for my pa-
rents and friends. Many thanks to her
for this!

Surely, each of us has our own fond
memories of our teachers, and our own
special gratitude and respect for them.

| would like to end my short article
with the words of the Song about the
Teacher, which everyone knows and
loves:

«CoHeyko BCTae

i LWyMunTh TPaBa.

bayy cTexky, ae

npoxoauLL TM, pigHa Tu,

Byutenbko mos,

30pe€ CBITOBA,

3Bigkv BurnsaaTu,

Je rebe 3HanTn?»

OrOJIOLLEHHYA | ANNOUNCEMENT

Ana po3amMileHHa peKslaMu, OrosiolleHb Ta iHWUX NoBi-
AoMINieHb 3BepTaiiTtech info@hromada.us ao 25 uucna

KOXXHOro micaus

To place ads and other announcements, please

contact info@hromada.us

BIAMOBA BIA BIANOBIJAJIBHOCTI | DISCLAIMER

«[pomapa» icHye ans obcnyroByBaHHs noTpeb ykpaiHcbkoi rpomagun
3axigHoro ya6epex:ks Ta BCix, KOro uikaButb ykpaiHCcbka icTopis, KynbTy-
pa ¥ ykpaiHCbKi HOBUHWU. Mu pe3epByemo 3a co60i0 NpaBo Ha BiAMOBY
ApykyBaTu Oyab-aki matepianu. laseTta «pomapa» He Moxe HeCTu Bifal-
noBifanbHOCTI 3a A0CTOBIPHICTL Ny6nikaliin TpeTix oci6.

«HROMADA> exists to serve the needs of our Ukrainian community of the
West Coast of the US and all those interested in Ukrainian history, culture
and Ukrainian news. We reserve the right to refuse to print any materials.
«Hromada» newspaper cannot be held liable for the reliability of third-par-
ty publications.
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Qﬂ $500 donation to a charity of your choice
: for each home bought or sold with Oksana.

RS AN A MILSYE

"Oksana was a pleasure to work with on my first house purchase, ensuring a worry-free and
amiable process for all the parties involved. Resourceful and detail-oriented, she was quick to
respond to any inquiries and provide all the updates necessary. Oksana wasn't shy to negotiate
better terms for me as a buyer, which is extremely rare to come across in today’s competitive
market. Her knowledge and confidence in closing the deal got us through the escrow with no
glitch. In a heartbeat, | would recommend her to anyone looking for realtor services Oksana Me|nyk

— Kat G.
at Realtor®

“I wholeheartedly recommend Oksana. She helped me to close the deal on my first home 9253789777

in San Francisco. San Francisco real estate market is complex and inelastic. Oksana is very

proficient, prompt and has all required skills to be successful. She guided me through the oksona.melnyk@composs.com
process, was accommodative of the situation and provided me all the necessary guidelines

to get the deal right.” DRE 01955526

— Alexei B.

All material presented herein is intended
changes in price, condition, sale, or withdr

r informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions,
a ithout notice. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be of y
g the services of an architect or er. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, a ting

ofessional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage. Compass is a licensed real estate broker. Equal Housing Opportunity.

retain

or other

AK IMIHATECA BUOATKW OEPXABK ¥ 2024 POL
Npscar Gnpmaery-2034 5 l-||l-::-|- : .-- l.-...m 3 TRMH 309 Mnpn ¥l

[TEUBATKI
COHILH

1 TpnH
164 mnpa

HIABTT

https://www.amazon.com/%D0%9F%D0%B5%D0%B9%D0%B7%D0%B0%
D0%B6%D1%96-%D0%A1%D0%BE%D0%BD%D1%86%D1%8F-Ukrainian-
%D0%9C%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B2-
%D0%93%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%85/dp/BOCJ3ZDHPS/ref=sr_1_1?crid=20-
7JBYSOXRM3P&keywords=%D0%9C%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%81
%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B2+%D0%93%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%85&qid=16
95235573&sprefix=%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%B-
B%D0%B0%D0%B2+%D0%B3%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%85%2Caps%2C99&sr=8-1
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UKRAINIAN KINDERGARTEN IN THE
VICINITY OF SACRAMENTO

Myroslav Hrekh

Natalia Fanga is a young, creative,
energetic woman. She lives in the
town of Roseville in the vicinity of
Sacramento. She opened a kinder-
garten for children of Ukrainian immi-
grants. It is worth noting that the chil-
dren and teachers speak Ukrainian
and English. Our correspondent My-
roslav Hrekh interviewed Natalia.

Myroslav (M.): Natalia, please tell
us about yourself.

Natalia (N.): | am from Berezhany,
Ternopil Oblast, a teacher by profes-
sion (primary school teacher), gradu-
ated from Ternopil Pedagogical Uni-
versity, and worked in Ukraine in my
specialty. | have always loved to learn,
develop, and discover new things.

It so happened that at the end of
2010 we won a Green Card and came
to the United States. Upon arrival here,
| realized that in order to live a full life
in the United States, | needed to mas-
ter the English language, so | first went
to an adult school and then enrolled in
Sierra College, where | received three
degrees in business with honors.

M.: When and how did you come
up with the idea to create your own
kindergarten?

H.: | already had a son here in the
United States. When he started ele-
mentary school, we started having
problems. Teachers complained about
his inattention, activity, and disobedi-
ence. These complaints were wrong,
far-fetched, because | knew my son
better. So, using my pedagogical and
psychological skills, | started working
with him myself. It gave a good result.
Now my son is one of the best students
in the school, he has been repeatedly
awarded with diplomas and has been
repeatedly honored with certificates of
appreciation.

And so, on the example of my son,
| realized that | can help others, do
something more. Also, on the example
of my daughter Diana, | felt the difficulty
of the adaptation period for Ukrainian
children in American schools, where
there were no Ukrainian-speaking staff
before. That's how the idea to create
her own private Ukrainian kindergar-
ten came about, where she would pro-
vide first aid in adaptation to the En-
glish-speaking environment.

M.: How many children do you have
in your kindergarten?

- I|-

H.: Our Roseville Kids Corporation
has 22 children. We recently opened a
new building. These are mostly child-
ren from Ukrainian families. Although
we do have a boy from a Filipino fami-
ly. When asked why they enrolled their
son in our kindergarten, the answer
was as follows: "No one else can take
care of children as well as Ukrainians.”

M.: What do you do in this
kindergarten?

H.: In addition to first-class child-
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care with home-cooked meals, we of-
fer educational classes in gymnastics,
music, chess, English and Ukrainian.
Also, on Fridays and Tuesdays, we
hold Ukrainian cooking and baking
classes, as well as Ukrainian language
and Ukrainian studies lessons for all
interested children. Regardless of
whether they attend our kindergarten
or not.

M.: What language are the classes
taughtin?
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H.: In Ukrainian and English. | would
like to note that when | came here,
most Ukrainians here spoke Russian,
although they spoke their native lan-
guage at home. | had the impression
that they were ashamed to speak
Ukrainian in public.

So they sent their children to Rus-
sian-language kindergartens, of which
there were many, so that they could
learn Russian from an early age. There
was not a single Ukrainian kindergar-
ten here when | was trying to enroll
my son. That's how the idea to open
a Ukrainian-language institution for
children was born. Since the beginning
of the war, the situation has improved
significantly in this regard. More and
more people are switching to the
Ukrainian language and are looking
for Ukrainian-language kindergartens.

M.: What do your children know
about Ukraine and the war? What do
you teach them?

H.: To tell you the truth, there is not
much to teach them, because most of
them are children of immigrants who
fled the war, and they saw and perso-
nally experienced all the horrors of
war with their own eyes. We have to
work with some children psycholo-
gically to reduce their anxiety and
stress levels. In the kindergarten, we
celebrate Ukrainian holidays — Inde-
pendence Day, Ukrainian Flag Day,
Vyshyvanka Day, Autumn Festival,
Thanksgiving Day, and so on. We
teach them to love everything that is
Ukrainian.

M.: At the beginning of the con-
versation, you mentioned something
about your grandfathers.

H.: My two grandfathers: Ivan Fan-
ga and Hryhorii Fanga were members
of the OUN and the UPA, and they paid
for this with their freedom for 10 years
in Norilsk and Vorkuta and five years
in a foreign country without the possi-
bility of returning to their native land.

Until the end of their lives, they re-
mained sincere and loyal patriots of
their homeland. Ivan Fanga's grand-
father, being blind, wrote two books
of patriotic poetry with my help. We
managed to publish one during his life-
time under the title "Paths of Pain and
Struggle,” and the other remained in
manuscripts.

My father, Vasyl Fanga, living in Ger-
many, flew to Kyiv without hesitation
when called to join the Maidan in 2014
and stood firm until the end. He was
awarded for his services to the country.
But, unfortunately, after the Maidan,
he contracted kidney inflammation and
died in 2017 after numerous surgeries.

M.: What are your prospects and

|

Open enwollment!
le Kids’ Corporati

Accepting children 1.5 - 10 y.o

Unique Education Program / Homemade Organic food
Art, music, physical activities, psychologist, cooking,
planting, chess, gymnastic

RAINE,

Nu,f‘
v

on

8 AM -5 PM

A |
UKARAINE,

To reserve your spot, please text or call at:

(916) 273-2493

or email at:
rosevillekidscorp@gmail.com

plans for the kindergarten?

N.: | have recruited a wonderful
team of professionals who really love
their work and with whom we have a
common goal, namely, to instill res-
pect, honor, and love for Ukraine and
its traditions.

| plan to create a large Ukrainian
center, regardless of religion, to pre-
serve the culture, language and tra-
ditions of Ukraine. | am confident that
we will succeed in realizing this goal,

Lic. #343624154
DAY CARE / ROSEVILLE, 95678
Happy Kids / Free Parents

because we are Ukrainians, known as
a strong and unbreakable nation.

| bow my head to the courage of my
people! Glory to Ukraine!

M.: | envy your energy and perse-
verance, | bow my head to your patri-
otism, and | wish you every success in
your noble cause. Thank you for taking
the time to talk to me!

N.: Likewise, thank you for your at-
tention!
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As the war to protect Ukraine from a
Russian takeover continues, so does
the battle to protect their children from
the impact of congenital heart defects.

Since 1995, Ukrainian Gift of Life,
Inc (UGOL) has provided support for
the advancement of pediatric cardiol-
ogy in Ukraine along with Rotary’s Gift
of Life International (GOLI), Children’s
Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP), and
other alliances developed by UGOL
founding Trustee, George Kuzma. Re-
cently, George led a mission trip to
Ukraine to assess the level to which
pediatric cardiology has progressed
after 25 years of support. Rob Rayl-
man, CEO of GOLI, and several Rota-
rians from New Jersey and Colorado
and Dr. Henry Issenberg, recently re-
tired cardiologist and UGOL board
member joined him.

This mission team was charged with
determining current needs and if it
would be productive to continue pro-
viding financial, training and logistical
assistance.

Ukraine airspace is closed to civi-
lian flights and so the visitors were
required to fly through Warsaw to
Krakow, Poland and then to motor six
hours into Lviv, Ukraine. Although the
primary goal of the trip was medical
assessment, they also obtained an
understanding of the geography and
culture. When they checked into the
Citadel Inn, they were in awe when
they realized that it was originally built
in the early 1850s as an imposing
fortress and converted during World
War Il into a Nazi concentration camp
(known as the “Tower of Death”) for
Ukrainian prisoners. Because it is loca-
ted near one of the highest points in
Lviv, they were treated to a panorama
of the city of Lviv.

UGOL and Rotary support is cur-
rently focused at St. Nicholas Hospital
primarily for pediatric cardio surgery
and at Ohmatdet, a pediatric hospital
with a neonatal unit, chosen because
of their mortality rates and success
factors. On their first day in Lviv, the
group toured the two hospitals.

The team was greeted by the grate-
ful families of two children who had
surgery sponsored by UGOL with a
grant from GOLI. One was a 15-month-
old girl from nearby Ternopil region
whose defect was corrected mini-
mally invasively under her right arm;

Ohmatdyt ICU

the other who this past spring, when
two-weeks old, received a successful
resection of the great aortic arch. This
is an extremely complex surgery with
a40% mortality rate.

Dr. Issenberg, formerly a cardiolo-
gist with Westchester Medical Center
and Montefiore Hospital, spent most
of the day reviewing cases and surgi-
cal approaches in the cardiology unit.
The day culminated with a round table
that consisted of surgeons, cardiolo-
gists, and anesthesiologists from Kyiv
and Lviv and the mission team. In at-
tendance was Dr. Oleksandr Babliak,
a leader in advancing minimally inva-
sive pediatric heart surgery in Ukraine
and world-wide who developed tech-
niques to correct approximately 80%
of genetic heart defects.

Having determined that the surgi-
cal approach at the hospital was as
good as any approach in the US, the
round table discussion centered on
the needs in Ukraine that would con-
tinue to advance pediatric cardiology
throughout the war. The group deter-
mined that the needs continue to be
the sourcing of supplies and equip-
ment (like the recently purchased in-
fant cooling system for the neonatal
unit), the UGOL training program at
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STANDING UP FOR THE
CHILDREN OF UKRAINE

CHOP, and providing for the surgical
consumables for children of families in
financial need. Notably, Mr. Raylman,
who has developed and implemented
scores of surgical missions throughout
the world, observed that Ukraine is not
a developing country in pediatric cardi-
ology, but one that must be supported
so that it can advance even further. It
was agreed that this ongoing support
would provide Ukraine with the oppor-
tunity to contribute on the world stage
in the future.

On the next day at a meeting of two
Lviv Rotary clubs, there was further te-
stament to the success of efforts and
support of pediatric cardiology in
Ukraine. The program started by brin-
ging over 100 children to the US for
heart surgery in the years immediate-
ly following independence from the
Soviet Union.

As Kuzma enters the meeting room,
the waiting crowd applauds while
standing to acknowledge George’s
presence. On one side of the room,
are Rotarians he has worked with and
doctors he has partnered with and
supported over 2 decades. On the oth-
er side of the room, children, who are
now adults, whose hearts he helped
to heal, the beneficiaries of the UGOL
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sponsored surgeries and their families.

“Showing up for the children of
Ukraine is so important at this most
traumatic, challenging time,” says Ge-
orge as he revels in the joy of seeing
children he helped and the adults they
have become. Many of them having
brought their own children with them.
The young adults shared their grati-
tude for the UGOL outreach, Rotarian
hospitality in America, and GOLI finan-
cial support for surgeries being per-
formed in Ukraine.

To a person, the beneficiaries of
George’s efforts spoke of their most
memorable moment of their visit to
the United States for surgery — seeing
George’s smiling, comforting face as
they arrived at the airport and know-
ing they would be ok. “To this day, | re-
member George at the airport and the
fact he was there for me and so kind
and positive made all the difference in
the world,” says Ira who was operated
onin New Yorkin 1999.

As he said goodbye to everyone, he
was sure to leave them with a singular
message, “lI am the face and all these
Rotarians here and in the US are the
body. You should know that although |
am not always here, you will always be
in my heart.”

George’s passion for helping
Ukraine has driven him to lead the way
for nearly 1,000 children being provi-
ded life-saving surgeries their families
could not afford while simultaneously
engaging UGOL in other projects for
doctors and to make pediatric cardio-
logy self-sustainable in Ukraine.

“When Ukraine became independent
in 1991, | decided | wanted to begin
helping with a program we learned
about through our son, a junior Rotary/
Interact Club member”, says George.
He continued, “Ed came home from
school and asked us to host a mother
and her child, Veronika, who needed
heart surgery. They were being
brought from Poland to America by
the local Rotary Gift of Life program.
It was a very gratifying experience to
see Veronika go home with her mother
having hope for a healthy, happy life
for her child and it was equally gratify-
ing to begin 30-year friendships with
Rotarians and becoming a Rotarian
myself... Bringing Gift of Life to Ukraine
was the perfect project.”

After creating a UGOL board and
raising some funds, George, his wife
and his sister embarked on a visit to
Ukraine in 1995 with the goal of putting
together a strategy for making an im-
pactin a country they held dear in their
hearts. They met with family members
and church leaders to identify credi-

™

Roundtable

Group of children who came to US from 1996 to 2003 for surgery

table partners in the venture. Meeting
Dr. Yuriy lvaniv, a respected cardiolo-
gist and Rotary member, who had a fax
machine... made this project feasible.

UGOL has an alliance with several
of the 84 Gift of Life International pro-
grams which are based in Rotary Clubs
and Districts on 5 continents. Since
1975, this network has helped nearly
50,000 children with heart disease in
the developing world.

Those who desire to participate in
this effort can contribute to:

Ukrainian Gift of Life; 233 Rock
Road; Glen Rock, NJ 07452

or by designating your donation for
use in Ukraine to Gift of Life Inter-
national; PO Box 650436; Fresh
Meadows, NY 11365 or to Rotary
Dist. #7490 Gift of Life Committee;
700 Godwin Avenue, Midland Park,
NJ 07432
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21 0CT

A PASSION
PROJECT POP-
UP DINNER -
BENEFITTING
UKRAINE

Arizae Foundation and AYYA

Where: Private location will be
shared after ticket purchase

When: Saturday, 6:30 PM - 10 PM

An evening featuring an intimate
wine and cocktail reception, a
multi-course, mouthwatering dinner/
dessert prepared lovingly by AYYA,
limited edition wines from boutique
vineyards, and fabulous conversation.
Savor each bite while enjoying the
company of fellow supporters. We
will dine alongside a few Ukrainians
from war-torn Kharkiv who have fled
to the safety of our communities
here in Marin via the United 4 Ukraine
program.

By attending this event, you'll
contribute directly to support efforts
in Ukraine. Your donations will help
provide aid and assistance where
itis most needed in Ukraine now.
Together, we can bring hope and make
a positive impact in Ukraine.

Please note, adults only.
https://www.eventbrite.

Dl N
s HEE

com/e/a-passion-project-pop-
up-dinner-benefitting-ukraine-
tickets-711584156367

21 OCT

DRUGA RIKA x
JENIA GALICH -
SAN FRANCISCO
— NORTH-
AMERICAN
TOUR 2023

Where: City Nights, 715 Harrison
Street, San Francisco, United States

When: Saturday, 6:30 PM - 9:30 PM

Discover Ukrainian music — attend
Druga Rika and Jenia Galich
(O.Torvald) live performance on
October 21%tin San Francisco!

It's going to be an incredible with
two legends of Ukrainian rock hitting
the road for a joint acoustic tour. Usual
drive and madness are switching to
tenderness, harmony and acoustic
guitar.

Druga Riga is a Ukrainian rock band
that has been on stage for over 25
years. They were among musicians
who developed the Ukrainian scene.
And now the band is throwing charity
live shows to support the AFU (Armed
Forces of Ukraine). This October the
audience is getting to hear the Insha
Rika acoustic program that adds a
new sound to the band’'s music.

Tickets start at $30
https://allevents.in/san%20
francisco/druga-rika-x-jenia-galich-
san-francisco-north-american-
tour-2023/10000692859981857

22 OCT

SAN FRANCISCO
ANNUAL

BANQUET TO
BENEFIT UCU

Ukrainian Catholic University
Foundation

Where: McLaren Conference
Center, University of San Francisco,
2345 Golden Gate Avenue San
Francisco, CA 94117

When: Sunday, 4:30 PM - 7:30 PM

Please join us for our signature
West Coast event featuring esteemed
speakers, community leaders and
special musical guests, and to enjoy
the fellowship of friends committed to
supporting UCU in these difficult and
challenging times.
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/san-
francisco-annual-banquet-to-benefit-
ucu-tickets-708612598357

22 OCT
AFTERGLOW
CHORUS CON-
CERT — "STAND
UP: SUPPORT
UKRAINE

& FIGHT
ANTISEMITISM™

AfterGlow Chorus: Harmony with
Meaning

Where: First Presbyterian Church
of Oakland

When: Sunday, 4 PM - 5:30 PM

AfterGlow Chorus is proud to
present the concert "Stand Up:
Support Ukraine & Fight Antisemitism."”
In this fall concert program, we hope
to bring awareness to historical and
cultural themes impacting Jewish and
Ukrainian peoples. Tickets start at
$20
https://www.eventbrite.com/e
afterglow-chorus-concert-stand-up-
support-ukraine-fight-antisemitism-
tickets-693636193527

Bu moxeTe niaTpMmaTtu Hawy raseTy, SKLo 3po-

You could support our newspaper by following
QR code to PayPal link where you could make one
time payment or reoccuring monthly payments.
Newspaper Hromadais a tax-deductible 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization.

6uTte ogHopa3oBuii PayPal BHecok 4u BucTaBuTe
MOBTOPHUI LWOMICAYHUI BHECOK i NnepengeTe Ha
CTOpPiHKY nicna ckaHyBaHHA QR-kopay. MNaseTta
«pomapa» € HEKOMEPLINHOIO OpraHi3auielo 3npa-
BOM Ha cnucaHHsa 501(c)(3) nopaTkis.
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