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Vitaliy Portnykov | Notes for July

UKRAINE IS ON NATO'S DOORSTEP.
PUTIN IS BOMBING ODESA

The Kremlin's decision to withdraw
from the grain deal, followed by the at-
tacks on Odesa, was entirely predict-
able. As were the attacks themselves

— no matter how much Russian officials
claimed that they were "taking reven-
ge" for the new destruction of the
Crimean bridge, it is clear that these
attacks were planned long before the
Kremlin learned about the destructi-
on of the bridge and are connected to
the end of Russia’s participation in the
Black Sea grain corridor.

In my opinion, Putin has been try-
ing to withdraw from the grain corridor
since the first days after Russia and
Ukraine signed the relevant agree-
ments with the UN and Turkey. It is
clear that this corridor was not part
of the Russian president’'s plans. But
he was forced to meet his Turkish
counterpart’'s halfway point because
at the time he valued Turkey's role as
a country that had refused to impose
sanctions on Russia and had become
a safe haven for oligarchs close to Pu-
tin, such as Roman Abramovich and
even, according to media reports, for
the Russian president's relatives. In
addition, and perhaps this explains the
decision to extend the deal, Putin did
not want to interfere with Erdogan’s
election campaign. It was the most
difficult campaign in the Turkish pres-
ident's political career, and he could
have lost. But the victory of the op-
position candidate did not suit Putin.
The Russian president realized that
any new Turkish president would have
much more opportunities to improve
relations with the United States and
the West in general. However, after
Erdogan's victory, Putin seems to ha-
ve finally lost interest in giving gifts to
his Turkish counterpart. Erdogan, be-

ing who he is, has stood up and that is
enough.

Another important motive that
prompted Putin to participate in the

"grain deal” was his unwillingness to

appear before the leaders of the

"global south™ as the main culprit of a

possible famine. Moreover, African po-
liticians warned that if Ukrainian grain
disappeared from the market, the vic-
tims of the famine could be labeled
victims of the Russian war.

However, a few months after the
Black Sea Grain Initiative was laun-
ched, Putin began to claim that rich
countries buy grain, not the poorest.
And this is true — the world's poorest
countries account for only a few per-
cent of the products supplied through
the Black Sea Grain Corridor. The po-
int of the initiative is not that Ukraine
supplies agricultural products to the
poorest countries directly, but that
the supply of Ukrainian grain helps to
keep prices down on the market. That
is why Putin's decision to withdraw
from the grain deal has caused such
irritation in Africa. "Russia’s decision
to withdraw from the grain deal is a
stab in the back of global food securi-
ty, a move that will have an incompa-
rably severe impact on the countries
of the Horn of Africa, which are already
suffering from the effects of drought,”
said Kenyan Foreign Minister Korir Sin-
g'oei. Other African leaders are speak-
ing in the same spirit. Putin could not
pretend that he was not involved in
the possible rise in agricultural prices,
possible famine, and a new migration
crisis.

But it seems that 17 months after
the start of the great war against
Ukraine, the Russian president's prio-
rities have changed. When the Black
Sea Grain Initiative was being nego-
tiated, Putin could have been think-
ing about Erdogan’s interests and his
image in the "global south.” Today, he
is primarily interested in a war with
Ukraine and the West, and the coun-
tries of the "global south” can wait
until Russia has defeated its enemi-
es. And if this "victory” is paid for by
the lives of people dying of hunger, it
is unlikely that anyone in the Kremlin
will be upset. Famine is Russia’s tradi-
tional political weapon in achieving its
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goals, and we know this well.

Rejection of the grain deal could
indeed deal a serious blow to the
Ukrainian agricultural sector. There
are simply no alternative routes that
would allow us to simultaneously tran-
sport the amount of grain that was
previously transported through the
port of Odesa. Moreover, Ukraine's
neighbors are not in a hurry to meet
Ukraine's needs even in the face of
this Russian attack. On September 15,
the restrictions imposed by the Euro-
pean Commission on the supply of
Ukrainian agricultural products expire,
but the leaders of Central European
countries in a joint statement called
for their extension. And Polish Prime
Minister Mateusz Morawiecki warned
that if the European Commission does
not heed this demand, Poland will
close its borders to Ukrainian agricul-
tural products unilaterally. Thus, the
Ukrainian agricultural sector will face
difficult times. And this is what Putin
is seeking — not just a continuation of
the war of attrition, but a real depletion
of the Ukrainian economy.

And, of course, the crisis in the "glo-
bal south,” if it provokes a major migra-
tion crisis, will also play into the hands
of the Russian president, as it increas-
es the ratings of right-wing populist
forces and allows Putin to hope that
he will wait for European leaders who
will be interested in resuming coop-
eration with Russia and will refuse
to support Ukraine. And the Russian
president has been dreaming about
all this for months — it's just that now
he has decided that the role of saving
the world from starvation no longer
interests him and he can get down to
what he loves most: generating crises.

And this behavior of Putin's reminds
us once again how important it is for
Ukraine to defend itself, to become
part of the civilized world, and to join
NATO and the EU. The Vilnius NATO
summit was perhaps one of the most
important events of recent months,
because it was the summit that de-
cided how far NATO countries could
go to support Ukraine. The Ukrainian
leadership had high hopes for this
summit, and in the West they are now
even called "overblown™ — and per-
haps it was this "overblownness” that
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led to the first really serious conflict
between the president of Ukraine and
the leaders of NATO countries in all
the months of the war. Zelensky said
that he would not go to the summit if
he did not hear any real proposals for
Ukraine's Euro-Atlantic integration.
And when he did decide to go, on the
way to Vilnius, he published a post in
which he called the possible decisions

Kyiv claims that in this way Zelenskyy
tried to influence the discussion be-
tween NATO leaders, but faced se-
rious irritation from allies, especially
the American delegation and President
Joseph Biden personally. Perhaps for
the first time, the Ukrainian authorities

does not work the way it was suppo-
sed to in the first months of the war.
And that the assistance to Ukraine
was not only due to the numerous
appeals of the head of the Ukrainian
state and other politicians to the pub-
lic of the civilized world, but also to
the natural outrage that the atrocities
of the Russian occupiers caused in
the world. So the name of this empathy
is certainly not Zelensky. The name of
this empathy, unfortunately, is Bucha,
Borodyanka, Izium... And it would be
better if there were no scary symbol-
ism of these words, but just emotional
speeches by the Ukrainian presidentin
the parliaments of the world.

However, the arrival of the Presi-
dent of Ukraine, the first meeting of
the NATO-Ukraine Council, guaran-
tees of assistance from the leaders
of the Group of Seven, and bilateral

of the summit on Ukraine "absurd.”

had to realize that "public diplomacy”

talks with NATO leaders helped to es-
tablish understanding and to under-
stand what Ukraine can expect today.
It is no coincidence that | used the
term "guarantees of assistance". All
that the decisions of the Vilnius Sum-
mit and other meetings in the Lithua-
nian capital are limited to are guaran-
tees of assistance, not security guar-
antees. Security guarantees — that
is, readiness for joint defense in the
event of an attack, not the supply of
weapons and financial injections —
are precisely Article 5 of the NATO
Charter and nothing else. The rest is
assistance, although intermediate op-
tions are possible. For example, when
Finland and Sweden were invited to
join NATO, they were given security
guarantees from the United States
until they were accepted into the alli-
ance. Sweden is still living with these
guarantees — the issue of its accessi-
on and the lifting of the Turkish veto
was resolved only on the day of the
Vilnius summit. A similar scheme
could be applied to Ukraine, for exam-
ple, after the Washington summit of
the Alliance next year. In this case, the
issue of Ukraine's admission to NATO
could be resolved after the war, and
the temporary guarantees themselves
could cover only the territories where
military operations are not directly
taking place. But this, of course, re-
quires a creative approach to political
processes.

However, let's not underestimate
the importance of support. Its institu-
tionalization at both the NATO and
the G7 levels shows that the civilized

8

world is ready to respond to Putin's
desire for a long-term war of attrition
against Ukraine with systematic mil-
itary and economic support. Thus,
Ukraine's exhaustion may not happen,
but Russia will have to face an inevi-
table arms shortage, as it is one thing,
for example, to produce tanks on its
own and another to receive them from
Western countries. Perhaps it is this
assessment of potentials that allows
the US president to express doubts
that the Russian leader is capable of
a long war. But, of course, support
for Ukraine is an important factor that
could force Putin to abandon the idea
of along war at least in the future.

And another very important factor
of support is the demand for political
reforms, which is a precondition for
eventual accession to NATO and in-
creased military support. We are well
aware that no one in the post-Soviet
space has ever voluntarily given up the
opportunities offered by the govern-
ment. And that is why Ukraine's path to
the civilized world has been so difficult

— crises, uprisings, war, the triumph of
populists... Reforms are designed to
break this relay race of problems and
allow Ukraine to become a democra-
tic European state after victory —
which meets the expectations of so-
ciety and what the authorities declare.
And this is exactly the case when
reforms are "paid for" with the most
modern weapons that are so nec-
essary to save the lives of Ukrainian
soldiers and protect the country's
sovereignty.
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UKRAINE OF THE FUTURE

What kind of future should Ukraine
have? Everyone has fears and dreams.
Dreams about the future often inspire
people to accomplish things. But in
order for dreams to come true, there
must be plans for their realization.

In order to find answers to what kind
of future awaits Ukraine, in the first half
of the summer, |, together with my or-
ganization, the Center for Political Val-
ues, held a "Future Forum™ with leading
politicians, political scientists, ideolo-
gists, cultural studies, and economists.

The main speaker of the panel "The
Future of Politics” was Oleksandr
Kornienko, First Deputy Chairman of
the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, the
panel "The Future of Economics™ was a
well-known economist Andriy Dligach,
the panel "The Future of Culture” was
a well-known cultural critic Kostyantyn
Doroshenko, the panel "The Future of
the De-occupied Territories” was Ta-
mila Tasheva, Permanent Representa-
tive of the President of Ukraine in the
Autonomous Republic of Crimea, and
the panel "The Future of Ideas” was me,
Oles Doniy. For the discussion, each of
the main speakers was matched with
two official opponents, who were also
well-known in their respective fields.
In addition, a competition for the best
projects of the future was announced
inadvance. Nine winning projects were
presented at the Forum. In the future,
these projects will be presented to the
public in full in a printed version as a
joint book.

The lively discussions showed that
there are many opinions and projects
about the future in Ukraine, but there
is a significant lack of a common vision
for the country. Currently, the nation is
united around a common idea to repel
the enemy, the Russian aggressor. And
while there is a stable public consen-
sus on the war, what, how, and when

the country should do outside the war
is not only lacking consensus, but
even serious discussions are lacking.

The first feeling is that we are "put-
ting the future off to the future.” In-
stead of a clear and consistent plan
with an equally clear schedule, there is
a stamp in the public consciousness
of "after the war." Dreams of prosper-
ity, reforms, and changes for the better
are postponed to the abstract word-
ing "after the victory.” A part of society
hopes that after the victory, the guys
from the front will return, and they will
make real changes in Ukraine! This
part of society does not dare to realize
that the war can last, for example, 15
years. They also do not realize that not
all the guys from the front will return
during the war, some of them, unfortu-
nately, return heroically. Similarly, the
government formulates some of its
own promises for the "postwar pe-
riod."” It seems that elections are ne-
ver planned in Ukraine now, and the
government plans to be eternal, and,
for example, to rule for the same 15
years that the war may take place.
This is indirectly evidenced by the
authorities’ categorical refusal to con-
sider holding any elections in the near
future. But if the war lasts for another
15 years, then the promises to start
economic reforms "after the war"” look
like outright profanation.

So, we have two traps. The first trap
is that the authorities have been tal-
king so confidently about short-term
changes in the war (2-3 weeks, 2
months, six months) that a large part
of society is not ready to consider re-
alistic options for long-term life in the
war. Instead, we should eventually ad-
mit to ourselves that if the war has
already lasted for 9 years, it can last
for another 9 years, and maybe more,
for example 15. After all, Israel is actu-
ally living in a state of war (though, of
course, not as intense as in Ukraine),
and elections are held there, the eco-
nomy works, and the entertainment
system even works, i.e., a full-fledged
life. If we realize that war is a long
thing, then we can dare to ask our-
selves questions: that most of our
refugee emigrants will not return, but
that not letting men go abroad (includ-
ing to their families) for 15 years is at
least not democratic, and in general
unproductive, but that even in war we
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need to think about how to hold elec-
tions. In the United States of America,
presidential elections were held in
November 1944, in the midst of the war.
Franklin Roosevelt won for the fourth
time, which means that American soci-
ety did not want to change the leader-
ship during the war, but did not reject
this possibility (change of power), and
the elections were held. And what if
the next 15 years without elections is
a democratic future for Ukraine or not?

The way out of the first trap is to real-
ize that the war can last for a long time,
realizing that life goes on even during
the war.

The second trap is postponing the
future. During my speech at the Forum,
| clearly stated that "the future begins
in a moment”. Not in 15 years, not in
25 years, not in a century, but in a mo-
ment. And everyone has the right to
see their dreams come true. Of course,
you have to make efforts to do so. If you
are told that something useful for you
(for example, social justice or econom-
ic reforms) will be organized "after the
war,” there is a good chance that you
are being deceived, consciously or not.
Hoping that in the years to come, either
the promises will be forgotten or those
to whom these promises were made
will not live to see them.

A way out of the trap of the "delayed
future™: if the future begins in a mo-
ment, then positive changes should
be demanded from the authorities
now, not "after the war,” positive chan-
ges should be prepared and imple-
mented immediately.

Russian aggression has dealt a hu-
ge blow to Ukrainian democracy. It is
not only about elections that neither
the government nor the majority of so-
ciety wants to hold (which raises a big
question as to whether we have alrea-
dy accepted democratic norms as
part of our worldview values). We are
also talking about the lack of oppor-
tunities for full-fledged public discus-
sions. There are, of course, logical
explanations for both. There are no
elections because martial law is in ef-
fect, and the Constitution states that
elections are not held during martial
law. And there are no discussions be-
cause the information space is mono-
polized, which is also understandable,
because it is easier to fight the influ-
ence of Russian propaganda in a con-
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trolled and monopolized information
space. But these explanations are for
a short-term war. And if the war lasts
for another 15 years, what about elec-
tions and discussions? What will the
"Ukraine of the future” look like then?
Will it be truly democratic?

A few days ago, we had the op-
portunity to discuss these issues in
Washington. The Atlantic Council, a
respected institution, invited us, rep-
resentatives of civil society united in
the National Center for Transformati-
on of Ukraine, to talk about the future
of Ukraine. On the American side, the
moderators were prominent diplomats
John Herbst (former US Ambassador
to Ukraine) and Daniel Fried (former
US Ambassador to Poland), while the
Ukrainian delegation included military
officers, volunteers, businessmen, po-
litical scientists, civic activists, former
and current MPs. Mykhailo Khary, co-
ordinator of the National Center for
Transformation, stated on behalf of
the Ukrainian delegation that "civil so-
ciety has a plan for the transformation
of Ukraine.” It sounded like a continu-
ation of Martin Luther King's famous

thesis "I have a dream”. He had a
dream, we have a plan. The question is
whether the plan to transform Ukraine
will be implemented. Not in the "post-
poned future,” but in the near future.
And so far, there are more traps for this
than ways to implement it. And these

Hromada Aid Campaign for Ukrainian volunteer defenders, children,
and students. Corporate donation matching. 10K Goal.

are internal traps. Because external
threats (traps) are successfully repe-
lled by our Armed Forces (for which
they should be honored and glorified),
but internal traps should be cleared
by ourselves. Because the future be-
gins in a moment.
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Anton Shramenko

On the night of July 23, Odesa suf-
fered the most massive missile attack
of the war. The city was hit by 19 mis-
siles of all types: "Kalibr, Onyx, X-22,
Iskander-K, and ballistic Iskander-M.
The attack destroyed six residential
buildings, damaged two architectur-
al monuments and the Transfigura-
tion Cathedral. Many buildings in the
historic center of the city had their
windows smashed and facades dama-
ged. The port infrastructure was da-
maged. 22 people were injured, in-
cluding 4 children. One person died.
At the same time, on June 18 and 19,
two missile attacks by Russia dama-
ged the grain infrastructure of inter-
national and Ukrainian traders and
carriers and the port infrastructure
involved in the operation of the grain
corridor. As a result, the tanks and
berths of the Odesa port were dama-
ged, and 60 thousand tons of grain
were destroyed.

These missile attacks took place
against the backdrop of Russia’s ter-
mination of the grain deal. Using
the threat of global hunger, Russia
launched a real food blackmail.

Together with Olesya Yakhno, a po-
litical scientist with a PhD in political
science, Hromada tried to under-
stand the causes and consequences
of this blackmail for the course of the
war.

Why Russia is abandoning the
"grain corridor”

Olesya Yakhno: In fact, literally un-
til the last few days, two options were
considered for the Russian Federation's
withdrawal from the agreement. The
first option was that Russia was simply
raising the stakes to blackmail its way
out of certain sanctions relief: access
to fertilizer exports and connection to
the SWIFT system for its banks, pri-
marily Rosselkhozbank. But judging by
recent events and attempts to destroy
the port and grain infrastructure of so-
uthern Ukraine, we can still say that
this is more like Russia’'s desire to ma-
ke it impossible for Ukraine to export
grain at all. It can even be called a mil-
itary special operation, where Russia
first bombs grain stocks, grain stor-
age facilities and points through which
Ukraine ships grain, and the next step
is to offer African countries a new deal
without Ukraine, through Turkey.

ODESA. BURNED BREAD,
DESTROYED CATHEDRAL

Destruction in the Transfiguration Cathedral / Photo: Obozrevatel

Burnt Ukrainian grain in Odesa / Photo: Konstantin Liberov

The Financial Times recently noted
that there is allegedly already a draft
agreement on Russia’'s export of 1 mil-
lion tons of grain to Africa, and that
Putin expects to agree it with African
leaders at the Russia-Africa summit
and with Erdogan at a meeting in August
(according to Ukrainian experts, the
Russia-Africa summit was a failure for
Putin, and he did not reach the agree-
ments he had hoped for — author's
note). It is not known whether the reali-
zation of this scenario is more related
to the Russian leadership’s resentment
of the West's reluctance to lift sancti-
ons, or whether there is a military cal-
culation involved. After all, the Ukrainian
counteroffensive now threatens to cut
off the land corridor from the occupied
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territories in southern Ukraine, which
Russia uses to feed its army deep in-
side Ukraine through the Kerch Bridge
and Crimea.

The economic component is also
an important part of the sabotage of
the grain deal. Russia clearly wants to
weaken Ukraine economically. And the
destruction of the grain infrastructure
is a way to squeeze Ukraine out of any
grain supply schemes to countries that
desperately need it, in particular, to
African countries.

Was the option of Russia's
withdrawal from the "grain deal”
predictable?

Olesya Yakhno: For Western intelli-
gence, not only the option of Russia's
withdrawal from the agreement was ac-
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curately predicted, but also the scena-
rio of the destruction of Ukraine's port
and grain infrastructure. And this raises
the question of the number of modern
air defense systems that can protect
cities in the South, and the provision of
weapons that would prevent aggressi-
ve actions by the Russian Federation.
Because now it looks like our partners
initially allowed the problem to arise,
and now we are all thinking together
about how to solve this problem. And
the problem of grain supply is not a
local problem for Ukraine. It is a global
problem. When it comes to food short-
ages and hunger, if we allow this prob-
lem to arise, we will have to deal with it
with much worse consequences than if
we could have prevented it.

Why the West allowed the "grain
crisis” to occur

Unfortunately, the West has chosen
the option of a long war. As they see it,
it is the least risky for them. They are
afraid of a quick victory for Ukraine, be-
cause of the unpredictability of Rus-
sia's actions, they are afraid of nuclear
weapons, and therefore they demon-
strate in every possible way that they
are ready to support Ukraine for as
long as they want, to train our military,
to provide us with modern weapons,
but in a very dosed and phased man-
ner. This is stretching the war. If we say
that we lack ammunition, we ask for
cluster munitions, and the United Sta-
tes is only now providing them. And we
have problems with the amount of air
defense equipment, and we are suppli-
ed with it in a very dosed manner, al-
though air defense is not an offensive
weapon. And then Russia launches 19
missiles of various types overnight, and
the result is devastating not only for
Ukraine but for the world as a whole.
And this was predictable. But the West
is playing a long game, counting on
gradual processes within Russia itself
to avoid the option that Putin will lose
his mind and use nuclear weapons
against a NATO country. The calcula-
tion of a slow war is also that Russia
will supposedly realize that it is impos-
sible to absorb Ukraine and maintain
this occupation anyway. But on the
other hand, this approach constantly
generates new risks. Now it is the risk
of famine. Another risk is the change
in geopolitical balances with the grow-
ing role of China. Somewhere Russia
is weakening-but not losing-and China
is entering those regions, and a new
problem is emerging. New alliances are
emerging: with the participation of, for
example, Iran and North Korea. There-
fore, a protracted war contains many
risks not only for Ukraine but also for

the West. For example, it is not clear
how the US presidential election will
go, and whether the protracted war will
become a point of criticism: that there
was not enough aid for Ukraine to win,
but there was enough aid for the war to
turn into a deadlocked confrontation,
where other realities, other alliances,
and problems accumulate along the
way. That's why the West, on the one
hand, seems to understand what's go-
ing on, it's no longer wearing rose-col-
ored glasses. But on the other hand,
the West is afraid of active action, to
the point where it is not just helping
Ukraine, but wanting Ukraine to win.
And now it is becoming clear that the
consequences of such a strategy of
playing the long game can be much
more destructive for the West itself.
This desire to avoid a military threat to
itself, and therefore to provide military
assistance in a dosed manner, still does
not prevent the process of drawing
other countries into a war that can al-
ready be considered de facto global.
From a military point of view, this war
may not be global for other countries,
but in non-military terms, every region
is involved in one way or another. That's
why Ukraine needs to fight even for
African countries, which is what our
Foreign Ministry is doing now, because
every region is involved in this war, one
way or another, just in its own specific
area. And | hope that after Russia's
brutal actions to destroy Ukraine's grain
infrastructure and threaten famine, our
Western partners will gradually begin to
change their tactics and work out other
scenarios besides prolonging the war.

ABOUT THE CATHEDRAL

In addition to the destruction of
Ukraine's port and grain infrastructu-
re, the July 23 missile attack on Ode-
sa was also significant for believers
across the country, as a Russian mis-
sile hit the largest Orthodox church in
southern Ukraine, the Transfiguration
Cathedral. It is interesting that this
cathedral belongs to the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the Moscow Pa-
triarchate, and in 2010 it was conse-
crated by the head of the Russian
Orthodox Church, Kirill Gundyaev,
who later blessed Russian soldiers
to kill Ukrainians. We asked Metro-
politan Oleksandr of the Orthodox
Church of Ukraine about the impact
of the destruction of the cathedral by
a Russian missile on the faithful who
are still committed to the UOC of the
Moscow Patriarchate and the positi-
on of this structure in Ukraine.

Metropolitan Oleksandr (Drabyn-
ko): For some believers, the war see-
med distant, as if "it's not about us.”

But when a rocket flies directly into the
altar, this is already a message for be-
lievers, it concerns the shrine, and it
radically changes consciousness.

And now we have a situation where
the leadership of the Orthodox Church
of the Moscow Patriarchate is current-
ly unable to protect its believers and
answer the questions they ask. That is,
the UOC-MP said to the faithful: "we
are not a Moscow church,” but Moscow
still recognizes it as part of the Russian
Orthodox Church. Believers ask: "So
where is the truth?" And the truth is that
today the Moscow Patriarchate consi-
ders the UOC to be its dioceses located
on the territory of the state of Ukraine,
and even after the destruction of the
shrine, the leaders of the Moscow Pa-
triarchate, both Kirill and his bishops,
do not even express sympathy to the
faithful, but on the contrary continue
to mock the leadership of this church
as their slaves.

| think that the destruction of the
Holy Transfiguration Cathedral was the

"last straw.”

The faithful are already exerting pres-
sure, and there are noticeable changes.
On July 23, immediately after the de-
struction of the Transfiguration Cathe-
dral, Archbishop Victor of Artsyz, Vicar
of the Odesa Diocese of the UOC-MP,
addressed Patriarch Kirill of Moscow
and all members of the Holy Synod of
the Russian Orthodox Church, in
which he condemned the "thoughtless
aggression of the Russian Federation™
against independent Ukraine and cal-
led on the ROC to "leave the UOC be-
hind." Another 9 bishops signed Bishop
Victor's appeal, which is already a large
enough number. The priests are collect-
ing signatures under an appeal to Met-
ropolitan Onufriy to convene a council,
to withdraw from the Moscow Patriarch-
ate and to ask the Patriarch of Constan-
tinople to settle the canonical status of
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church. So the
process is in full swing. And it was trig-
gered by the Holy Transfiguration Ca-
thedral in Odesa. If it succeeds, Ukraine
will finally have one canonical Ukrainian
church. The current Orthodox Church of
the Moscow Patriarchate may be grant-
ed a transitional period to unite with the
general Orthodox Church of Ukraine.

But at the moment we see that the
current leadership of the UOC-MP is
unable to negotiate, to present its po-
sition to Patriarch Kirill, or to answer
questions from its faithful. This is a step
to nowhere. If Onufriy does not dare to
leave Moscow's power, the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the Moscow
Patriarchate will face final decline and
destruction.
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"WE FOCUS PRIMARILY ON CREATING
A SEAMLESS USER EXPERIENCE"™

NOTY.Al: INTERVIEW WITH NATALIA MARINA

Karyna Nikitishyna

Noty.ai is a young startup and
product of the same name that tran-
scribes Google Meet and Zoom calls
to create notes and summaries ba-
sed on them. Launched in 2020 du-
ring the pandemic, when millions of
people were forced to sit for hours
on video meetings, the team raised
$200,000 in investment in 2021 and
has more than 20,000 satisfied us-
ers today. To learn more about the
startup, Hromada spoke with Natalia
Marina, one of the co-founders of
Noty.ai.

How does Noty work?

Despite the fact that there are many
call transcription services on the mar-
ket, Noty.ai stands out from the crowd
in terms of its functionality, accuracy,
and main purpose. During a call in
Google Meet or Zoom, a text box ap-
pears on the side of the call with a re-
cording of the conversation, where you
can highlight, correct, and add new
notes in real time. The features are not
limited to transcription: with the help
of artificial intelligence, each call can
be used to generate a summary of the
meeting, a follow-up in various forms,
a list of key points, tasks, and remind-
ers that can be exported to Google
Docs and sent to other people by
email in just one click. This is what
sets Noty apart from other products,
because people don't always have
time to read through long recordings
of conversations that sometimes last
for hours on end. Almost all features
are free, including integration with
Google Calendar and Gmail. The goal
of Noty is to minimize the time spent on
taking notes and recalling important
points from a conversation so that you
can focus on the conversation itself.

Noty.ai works on the basis of vario-
us technologies: for example, Noty
uses STT (Speech to Text), a technolo-
gy that transforms speech into text,
and NLP (Natural Language Process-
ing), which processes the information
already received. It tries to understand
what is written and give the user the
results they need. "Since this year, ev-
eryone has been talking about artificial
intelligence. In fact, it was around 20
years ago, but then there was no such
high-quality implementation in our dai-
ly workflow,” says Natalia.

How did you come up with the
idea?

"In general, my experience and back-
ground is legal. For the last few years
before Noty, | worked at PwC as a
legal officer and dealt with about
30 different European countries that
cooperate with this company. My last
project was a GDPR compliance audit.
This audit took 6 months of constant
calls, which was extremely tiring. It
was also not very productive because
we recorded all the calls and then |
had to listen to them again — my mis-
take could be very expensive. And |
had no way to reschedule if, for exam-
ple, I didn't conduct a call effectively:
because | worked mostly with top man-
agers, it was almost impossible to find
another time. | realized that this part
of the work needed to be optimized,
which could be done with the help of
software and artificial intelligence.

Sometimes, in order to start a busi-
ness or startup, you just need to have
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an idea and a desire to solve a prob-
lem. When the Ukrainian Catholic Uni-
versity started enrolling in the accel-
eration program, | decided that if |
found like-minded people there, we
would succeed together. That's how |
met another co-founder, Mykola, and
we started building Noty. After that, all
my attention has been focused on the
startup for more than 2 years, which
means that | completely changed
my occupation: | left a super stable
corporate job for startup, where noth-
ing is clear; | started building a tech-
nical team without knowing how code
and artificial intelligence work. | had
never had such applied experience in
my work before, but in 2 years | have
gone so deep into this topic that | can
discuss issues with people who have
been working in this field for decades
— | understand where we are going and
why. | think it is critical for every busi-
ness owner or startup to understand
what you are doing and how. You don't
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have to be the hands that do the work,
but you need to understand the algo-
rithm of the work.”

What is the team working on
now?

"We are developing a new platform
where our assistant will talk to users,
and this will add another technology
— TTS (Text to Speech), which means
that the processed result will be an-
nounced. We are also working on a
technology that is not yet available on
the market, let's call it Personalization
Al. Unlike other solutions on the mar-
ket, we focus primarily on creating a
seamless user experience. We want
to do this in a personalized way, as if
we were hiring a personal assistant
for each user.”

One of the advantages of Noty.ai is
its high level of text recognition. Cur-
rently, Noty understands 18 languag-
es and various English accents, and
the accuracy rate has reached 95%.
Ukrainian is planned to be added to
the list in the fall, as soon as the accu-
racy rate for it reaches high levels. "If
the level of accuracy is not satisfactory,
we do not add a language right away,
because we will get a bad user expe-
rience, and someone may lose the de-
sire to use the platform altogether. The
problem here is in the data set and in
training. English is the most popular
language in the business world, so
the largest amount of content exists
in English.STT training also started in
English. Speaking of Ukrainian, the
technology is simply not as well trained,
and it takes some time. But there is an-
other challenge: not everyone speaks
the classical Ukrainian literary langua-
ge. We speak different dialects, and
from time to time we use surzhik, which
affects the result of the search that we
get at the end. That's why we are cur-
rently working on the Ukrainian langu-
age and are looking forward to good
results. | think that once we get the ac-
curacy at 85%, it will be a satisfactory
result that will give Ukrainian users only
positive experience with Noty.

Information storage in 2023 is a ba-
sic problem that needs to be solved,
especially during video meetings. You
don't need to waste time taking notes
on paper, you can focus on the call
itself, because everything will be re-
corded and saved for you. This way,
you can do what only you, a human,
can do, and delegate the rest of the
tasks to artificial intelligence.”

How did the war change the
situation?

According to Natalia, the war has
not affected the demand in Ukraine:
about 30% of users are Ukrainian out-

sourcing and product companies op-
erating abroad. They mostly use Noty
to work with clients and contractors in
English. However, the largest number
of users are not in Ukraine, but in the
United States and Canada. In addition
to companies, the platform is used by
more than 400 universities, including
Berkeley, Cambridge, and Yale univer-
sities. Students and professors use
Noty to take notes for lectures and
study.

The invasion had a much greater im-
pact on the psychological health and
morale of the team. "We started build-
ing Noty at a difficult time, but | can
say that the team has been incredibly
resilient since the first day of the war.
For example, one of our developers
gave birth to a daughter, and on Feb-
ruary 24, he took a day off to celebrate
the birth of his child. The very next day,
he started working despite the war
and a newborn child, and | was shocked
at the time. | don't know where the lim-
it of the strength of our people is, who

continue to work despite everything.
We are looking for people to join our
team who are suitable in terms of their
habits, background, know everything
about us, and are able to cooperate.
Currently, half of the team is based in
Ukraine, working from Kyiv and Lviv.
We have a close relationship with
the team, so we communicate openly,
help each other, and understand when
something happens. Morale is proba-
bly the main challenge that affects the
desire to do something — whether to
work, how to work, and understand
what you are working for? This is very
important now, especially for startups.
Because you are a startup, you already
have a lot of problems every day, un-
certainty about the future, and then
there is the war. We care about each
other's morale: it makes no sense to
ask a person to give their best to work
when they are worried about something
personal. It is hard for everyone, but
we have not stopped for a single day.
I hope that we will continue to do so.”
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UKRAINIAN NEWS

Total enemy combat losses

According to the General Staff, total motor vehicles and tankers — 7,292
enemy combat losses from February units;
24, 2022 to July 31, 2023 are approxi- special equipment — 715 units.

mately as follows:
personnel — about 246,190 people

were eliminated; -
tanks — 4,211 units; Ukraine

armored personnel carriers — 8,188 wi" join NATO
units;

artillery systems — 4,816 units;

MLRS - 699 units;

air defense systems — 460 units;

aircraft — 315 units;

helicopters — 311 units;

operational and tactical level UAVs —
4,017 units;

cruise missiles — 1,347 units;

ships and boats — 18 units;
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Ukraine will receive an invitation to
join NATO when "all allies agree and
the conditions are met.”

Ukraine will join the North Atlantic
Alliance under an accelerated proce-
dure, without a Membership Action
Plan (MAP). This was stated by NATO
Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg
at a briefing.

NATO has also published the text
of the final communiqué of the sum-
mit of the leaders of the North Atlantic
Alliance member states in Vilnius. The
document consists of 90 points.

Among the most important for
Ukraine is that the Alliance agreed to
remove the NATO Membership Action
Plan, but has not yet issued an invita-
tion to join.

Paragraph 11 states that NATO re-
affirms the commitment made at the
2008 Bucharest Summit that Ukraine
will become a member of the Alliance.

"Today, we recognize that Ukraine's
path to full Euro-Atlantic integration
has moved beyond the need for MAP.
Ukraine is becoming increasingly op-
erationally and politically integrated
into the Alliance and has made sub-
stantial progress on its reform agenda,”
the document says.

What weapons
were promised to
Ukraine at the
NATO summit

According to Volodymyr Zelenskyy,
the good, but not perfect, results of
the NATO summit for Ukraine are the
abolition of the MAP for accession to
the Alliance (no specific timeline for
joining the bloc was mentioned), the
signing of a memorandum on F-16 pi-
lot training, the establishment of the
NATO-Ukraine Council, the agree-
ment on security guarantees, and new
military assistance from almost ten
countries.

The United States announced a
new military aid package for Ukraine a
few days before the summit in Vilnius,
worth $800 million.
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Thus, the Pentagon will supply
Ukraine with ammunition for air de-
fense, HIMARS and Patriot systems,
155-mm and 100-mm artillery shells,
TOW missiles, precision aviation muni-
tions, grenades and cluster munitions.

The aid package also includes 31
155-mm howitzers, 32 Bradley infantry
fighting vehicles, 32 Stryker armored
personnel carriers and 37 pieces of
logistics equipment.

"Ramstein-14":
more weapons for
Ukraine

Minister of Defense of Ukraine
Oleksiy Reznikov summarized the re-
sults of the 14" meeting in the Ram-
stein format. The key topics were
new supplies of weapons and equip-
ment necessary for the liberation of
Ukraine's territories.

As the minister noted on Twitter, the
meeting demonstrated the unwave-
ring support of Ukraine by its partners.
He emphasized that the meeting fo-
cused on air defense systems, ammu-
nition, and armor.

He also announced the creation
of new initiatives and the develop-
ment of an IT coalition, the steps to
implement which were presented by
Luxembourg's Prime Minister Fran-
cois Boucher and Estonian Defense
Minister Hanno Pevkur. In addition,
Reznikov thanked Lithuanian Defense
Minister Arvydas AnuSauskas and "all
Lithuanian friends" for the initiative to
create a coalition for demining.

"Special thanks to a great friend of
Ukraine and my friend, Pentagon Chief
Lloyd Austin, for leading an unprece-
dented coalition against evil. Together,
we are working hard to achieve victo-
ry, a just peace and a better future,”
Reznikov summarized.

Coalition to train
Ukrainian pilots:
how many F-16s do

the members have?

On Tuesday, July 11, 11 partner
countries together with Ukraine sig-
ned a memorandum that defines the
conditions for training Ukrainian pilots
on F-16 fighter jets.

The memorandum stipulates that
Ukrainian pilots, technicians and other
personnel will take part in the training
program. This was announced by
Ukraine's Defense Minister Oleksiy
Reznikov on Twitter.

"Today, 11 partner countries and
Ukraine signed a memorandum that
defines the conditions. | am especially
grateful to Denmark and the Nether-
lands for their exceptional leadership
in this process," he wrote.

The members of the coalition to train
Ukrainian pilots are Belgium, Canada,
Denmark, Great Britain, Luxembourg,
the Netherlands, Norway, Poland,
Portugal, Romania, Sweden and the
United Kingdom.

Russia’'s
withdrawal from
the grain
agreement: The EU
plans to increase
overland exports
from Ukraine

The European Union wants to
transport more Ukrainian grain by
road and rail to compensate for Rus-
sia’'s withdrawal from the Black Sea
Grain Initiative.

This was reported by Reuters, quot-

ing EU leaders and officials.

According to the publication, on
Tuesday, July 18, Russia struck at
Ukrainian grain ports, the day after
Moscow withdrew from the agree-
ment that allowed for the safe export
of Ukrainian grain.

"This means that hundreds of thou-
sands of people around the world will
be deprived of basic foodstuffs,” said
the EU's top diplomat, Josep Borrell.

A senior EU official separately stated
that the bloc supports Turkey and the
UN in efforts to bring the aggressor
country back into compliance with the
agreement.

"They are using hunger as a weapon.
This is one of the worst things Putin
could have done,” Borrell added.

At the same time, Irish Prime Min-
ister Leo Varadkar said that the bloc
would also respond by expanding land
routes for Ukrainian grain exports
through "solidarity lanes” or road and
rail connections through Ukraine's EU
neighbors, as well as through Moldova.

US reveals

what will be

in the new military
aid package

The United States of America has
announced a new $1.3 billion military
aid package for Ukraine, the website of
the U.S. Department of Defense of the
United States.

The military aid package includes:

-Four NASAMS anti-aircraft missile
systems and ammunition

-152-mm artillery shells

-Equipment for demining;

Tube-launched missiles with optical
tracking and wire guidance (TOW)

-Phoenix Ghost and Switchblade
Unmanned Aerial System (UAS)
kamikaze drones

high-precision aerial munitions;

-drone detection and electronic
warfare equipment;

-150 fuel trucks;

-115 tactical vehicles for towing and
transportation of equipment;

-50 tactical vehicles for the r
estoration of equipment;
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-equipment for the security of ports
and harbors;

-Tactical secure communication
systems;

-support for training and
maintenance activities.

Russia holding
accountable for
crimes in Ukraine:
which institutions
are already
working on it

Since the beginning of the full-sca-
le invasion, Russians have committed
over 96,000 war crimes in Ukraine. In
addition to bringing ordinary soldiers
to justice, Ukraine faces much more
difficult tasks: to hold accountable
the highest military and political lead-
ership of the Russian Federation, in-
cluding Vladimir Putin himself, and to
recover compensation for damages
from the aggressor. Work in these
areas is being actively pursued with
the help of Ukraine's allies.

An office of the International Crimi-
nal Court has been established in
Ukraine, located in Kyiv. Its main task
is to investigate cases that have been
pending before the ICC since the be-
ginning of Russian aggression in 2014.
According to Prosecutor General An-
driy Kostin, the opening of the office
in Ukraine will allow it to do so more
effectively.

Two institutions have been estab-
lished in The Hague to help bring
Russia to justice. This week, the In-
ternational Center for the Prosecution
of Crimes of Aggression against
Ukraine was launched on the basis of
the EU Agency for Criminal Justice
Cooperation.

In addition, the International Regis-
ter of Damage Caused by Aggression
to Ukraine has been established in the
Hague. It will become fully operational
in August, and its bodies are current-
ly being set up: the secretariat, which
will collect information on the eviden-
ce of damage; the Board — to verify

the evidence and include the applica-
tion in the Register; the conference of
participants — to adopt rules and pro-
cedures. The issue of creating a me-
chanism for the use of frozen Russian
assets remains open. frozen Russian
assets. The European Union and the
G7 countries, on the one hand, sup-
port the idea of transferring funds to
Ukraine, but there is no solution yet on
how to do it legally.

Ukraine has
returned Azovstal
commanders
from Turkey

Ukraine has returned from Turkey
Ukrainian commanders from Azovstal
who were held there after being cap-
tured by Russia — Denys Prokopenko,
Svyatoslav Palamar, Serhiy Volynsky,
Oleh Khomenko and Denys Shlega.

Ukrainian soldiers will finally be with
their families. This was announced
by President of Ukraine Volodymyr
Zelenskyy.

The Azovstal defenders had been in
Russian captivity for four months. The
defense of Mariupol lasted 86 days.

The Ministry of
Defense told how
many women serve
on the front line

Ukrainian women serving at the
front as part of the Defense Forces are
performing extremely difficult tasks
on a par with men.

This was stated by Deputy Minister
of Defense Hanna Malyar at the All-
Ukrainian Forum of Women's Leader-
ship in Time of War.

"War does not choose men or wo-
men. It forced women to defend the
state, and | am proud of Ukrainian
women in the Armed Forces. Now
there are 42 thousand women in the
military, and together with civilians,
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there are more than 60 thousand. And
5 thousand women are on the front
line. The war is a man's war, so our
women are performing extremely
difficult tasks, doing hard men's work,"
she said.

The official noted that they went to
the front by their own decision. At the
same time, the Armed Forces have lift-
ed all restrictions on military special-
ties that women can obtain.

As a reminder, the Verkhovna Rada
passed a bill on voluntary military reg-
istration for women in the first reading.

Women are also actively applying
to the Offensive Guard. They will be
able to work in medical, logistics, and
reconnaissance units.

Russians take
Ukrainian
children to "cadet
enclosures™

In July, the occupiers took to the
territory of Russia about 280 children
from Antratsyt district of Luhansk re-
gion to the territory of Russia.

They were sent to the "Cossack ca-
det corps” in the Republic of Kalmykia.

"By the end of the summer, the occu-
piers plan to take out a total of about
500 Ukrainian children,” the National
Resistance Headquarters added.

Thus, the Russians not only abduct
children, but also zombify them with
aggressive propaganda.

To date, it is known about at least
19.6 thousand Ukrainian children who
were deported or forcibly relocated
from the occupied territory of Ukraine
(the Convention on the Protection of
the Civilian Population in Time of War
prohibits such actions). So far, only
385 children have been returned.
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ABiaKBUTKU Ta BigNOYUHOK:
Kuie, Bapwaga, KuwuHis, Ta iH. MicTa

$500 donation to a charity of your choice
for each home bought or sold with Oksana.

“Oksana was a pleasure to work with on my first house purchase, ensuring a worry-free and
amiable process for all the parties involved. Resourceful and detail-oriented, she was quick to
respond to any inquiries and provide all the updates necessary. Oksana wasn't shy to negotiate
better terms for me as a buyer, which is extremely rare to come across in today’s competitive
market. Her knowledge and confidence in closing the deal got us through the escrow with no
glitch. In a heartbeat, | would recommend her to anyone looking for realtor services

— Kat G.

“I wholeheartedly recommend Oksana. She helped me to close the deal on my first home

in San Francisco. San Francisco real estate market is complex and inelastic. Oksana is very
proficient, prompt and has all required skills to be successful. She guided me through the
process, was accommodative of the situation and provided me all the necessary guidelines
to get the deal right.”

— Alexei B.

All material presented herein is intended for inf ses 2d from sources deemed reliable but

‘e approximate

Nothing herein

retaining the servic n architec

or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage. Compass is a licensed real estate broker. Equal Hou

Oksana Melnyk

Realtor®

925.37189777
oksana.melnyk@compass.com
DRE 01955526

COMPASS
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Earn more on
your savings with a

HIGH-YIELD
CERTIFICATE!

See short-term results! A rewarding option!

6 MONTHS THREE YEARS

2.78% 4.50%

MONEY MARKET SPECIAL
See your money grow! Earn with convenience!

13 MONTHS $250K - $999K

5.00% EX10

Nepeiigits go ukrainianfcu.org ans UKRAINIAN Nﬂ }'KPATHCbKA

nosHoro rpa¢iky po6oTu i agpecu BiagaineHn. FEDERAL CREDIT UNION il OEAEPANIbHA KPEAWTHA CMINKA

MPONMOHYEMO BCI BUAU NMOCNYT! 3AMPOLUYEMO A0 HALWUWX BIAAINTEHD!

B YeKoBi paxyHKun B KpeanTn Ha HepyxomicTb Citrus Heights, CA Rancho Cordova, CA
H OwazHi paxyHKu ® MnatixHi KapTku VISA® 7084 Auburn Blvd. 11088 Olson Dr.

Citrus Heights, CA 95621 Rancho Cordova, CA 95670

H Ceptudikatn B OHNaiiH | MoGiNbHMIA 6aHKiHT 916-721-1188 916-894-0822

H Mo3ukun

*APY is Annual Percentage Yield. Rates effective 6/15/23. Minimum deposit $500. Rates may change. No rate adjustment on prior deposit accounts. Penalty to withdraw the money (principal) you deposited into your
Share Certificate before it reaches the maturity date; you may withdraw the dividend earned at any time w/o penalties. APY will remain in effect for the term of the Share Certificate. Dividends compounded & credited
quarterly. Fees may reduce earnings. Applies only to Money Market accounts: Up to three (3) withdrawals are allowed per month before a fee is imposed. There is a minimum of $100 per withdrawal. Dividends are
compounded & credited monthly. Applies only to IRA share certificate accounts: New IRA contributions only & up to $7,500 for 2023. Promotional rates are not for other IRA funds, like rollovers or transfers. IRA Share
Certificates are subject to IRS contribution limits. Additional deposits are not allowed into the same account. UFCU doesn't offer tax advice; consult a professional tax advisor for IRA contribution limits & deductions.
Penalties apply for early withdrawal. Note: Other rates & terms are available. UFCU reserves the right to terminate these offers at any time without any further notice. Membership subject to eligibility. Insured by NCUA.
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ENERGY SECURITY OF UKRAINE

EVERYTHING DEPENDS ON AIR DEFENSE

Inna Mikhno

"The next winter will be harder than
the previous one”, "Ukrainians will
face massive power outages” — these
were the headlines in the Ukrainian
media in July. The key risk is Rus-
sian attacks. The war is ongoing, and
Ukraine continues to record damage
to its energy infrastructure. During
the fall and winter, Russians carried
out dozens of massive missile and
drone attacks on power grids, caus-
ing billions of dollars in damage. Re-
storing their functionality will require
significant resources and time. At
the same time, predicting what the
situation will be like in winter is a dif-
ficult task, and various scenarios are
being modeled. It all depends on the
situation at the frontline, the de-oc-
cupation of the territories, and a
number of powerful energy facilities.

The Ministry of Energy of Ukraine
notes that the largest repair campaign
at power facilities in the country’s his-
tory is currently underway, aimed at
strengthening the stability of the pow-
er system, which is unbalanced due to
Russian shelling. According to the UN,
Ukraine's electricity generation capa-
city has decreased by 61%: 6 out of 75
power units were destroyed, 16 were
damaged, one is under temporary
control of the Russian Federation, and
22 were not operating due to logistical
problems with gas or coal supplies.
Even in the summer, there were cases
of power outages not only in Ukraine
but also abroad due to overloading of
the power system, which led to emer-
gency blackouts.

In Ukraine, the main operator of the
electricity transmission system to dis-
tribution networks is the National Ener-
gy Company Ukrenergo. Currently, all
efforts of the energy sector are aimed
at eliminating the consequences of
Russian aggression and preparing for
the new heating season. "Hromada
talked to the company's representa-
tives and found out what the current
state of the energy system is and what
are the prospects for Ukrainians to sur-
vive the winter. Below is an exclusive
material from Ukraine for the readers
of the publication (note: for security
reasons, we do not provide specific
figures and data, as this information can
be used by the enemy to adjust fire).

Situation and state of the energy
system

The Russians continue to inflict un-

precedented damage to Ukraine's
energy system in terms of scale and
complexity. The Ukrainian energy sys-
tem suffered the most from October
2022 to March 2023.

"Of all the strikes inflicted by the ene-
my, 52% were on Ukrenergo substa-
tions, 48% on the main power plants
of the power system. More than 40%
of trunk power grids were damaged.
Currently, the entire repair campaign
is aimed at maximizing recovery and
preparing for the heating season,
when consumption will increase and,
consequently, the load on the power
system will increase. More power units
will need to be in operation to meet the
demand for electricity. At the same
time, some power plants, like the larg-
est Zaporizhzhia NPP, remain tempo-
rarily occupied,” the press service of
Ukrenergo said.

The Ministry of Energy reported
that in preparation for the winter, work
is also underway to strengthen the
physical protection of critical infra-
structure, as the enemy may continue
to attack the power system.

"According to the World Bank and
UNDP, during the year of war, the scale
of damage to the Ukrainian power
system is exceptional: about 60% of
generating capacities have suffered
varying degrees of damage. All ther-
mal power plants (TPPs) and major
CHPs, as well as some hydroelectric
power plants, were damaged. More
than 10 GW of capacity has been oc-
cupied. Only the priority needs for
the restoration and protection of Ukr-
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energo’'s high-voltage network this
year amount to almost USD 1 billion,”
the company added.

According to the World Bank and
UNDP, the total damage caused is al-
ready estimated at about $11 billion.

The power engineers themselves
note that it will take several years to fully
restore the strength of the power sys-
tem, which was before February 24,
2022. Thus, according to Oleksandr
Kharchenko, director of the Energy
Research Center, there are doubts
that at least half of the capacity will
be restored by the start of the heating
season.

"The energy sector is being prepa-
red, and a lot of work is being done to
restore both high-voltage networks
and generation. However, we will not
be able to do everything. No matter
how hard we try, even if we have the
money, the timeframe for manufactu-
ring and delivery of equipment will
not allow us to cope with the new
heating season,” Kharchenko said.

This opinion is supported by energy
expert Gennadiy Ryabtsev, who does
not rule out that the heating season
will be more difficult than the previous
one due to the lack of reserve generat-
ing capacity.

Production and consumption

Currently, Ukraine's energy system
includes both traditional nuclear, ther-
mal, and hydroelectric power plants
and renewable energy sources (solar,
wind, and bioelectric power plants).
Nuclear and thermal power plants ac-
count for the bulk of production.
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As noted by Ukrenergo, the number
of power plants that produce elec-
tricity is currently significantly limited,
which affects the ability to meet the
growing demand of consumers, espe-
cially in the heat and in the evening.
The available imports from Europe (up
to 350 MW) are not enough to cover
the needs during peak hours. It is ne-
cessary to involve backup power units
of thermal power plants, as well as
those operating on natural gas.

"The power system has lost more
than 14 GW of installed capacity
(occupation and damage). In the front-
line regions, the enemy continues to
shell energy facilities. It will take sev-
eral years to fully restore the strength
of the power system, which was before
February 24, 2022," Ukrenergo noted.

They added that in order to replace
one destroyed autotransformer at a
substation, it is necessary to first ma-
nufacture it — and this is a single-
item and expensive product, the pro-
duction of which takes 6 months or
more and at a limited number of fac-
tories around the world. And we need
dozens of such equipment. The war
complicates the process and disrupts
logistics, which also significantly in-
creases the cost of such goods. Cur-
rently, most of this basic equipment
has already been ordered and is to be
delivered to Ukraine.

Currently, Ukrenergo employs more
than 1.5 thousand repair crews who
are restoring the grids with titanic
efforts. Private companies are also
involved in certain works. This allowed
us to accelerate the pace of restorati-
on work by 5-6 times. In 2022, special
repair crews carried out work without
disconnecting lines, saving UAH 4 mil-
lion by reducing technological losses.

"Given the level of damage, we will
enter the heating season with a much
smaller safety margin. Our goal is to
cover peak loads in winter. It is likely
that the enemy will continue shelling
key energy facilities in the early fall.
And in this context, the security of
the power system will depend main-

ly on the density of our air defense,”

Ukrenergo said.

Taking this risk into account, the
company is working to protect key
equipment and stockpile materials to
quickly restore power to consumers.

Imports and exports during the
war

Reduced capacity to generate elec-
tricity can lead to a power shortage
in the power system. One of the tools
to avoid it is to import electricity from
Europe. But its volume depends on
the market situation and economic

incentives for imports. One of them
is the existence of price caps on the
day-ahead market set by the National
Energy and Utilities Regulatory Com-
mission (NEURC).

"The regulator has recently raised
price caps, and imports have increa-
sed slightly during the hours when
the power system needs it most. At
the same time, in Europe, peak con-
sumption hours almost coincide with
ours — 21-22 hours. Demand during
these hours is just as high. And the
priority is to meet their own consump-
tion, and only after it is covered is it
possible to export to Ukraine. There-
fore, although we can accept 1.2 GW
of capacity from Europe, the volume
of imports depends on the price on the
Ukrainian and European markets and
on the availability of excess capacity in
the European power system. If there is
a shortage, electricity will not be sup-
plied to Ukraine,” Ukrenergo added.

Due to massive Russian bombing
of energy facilities, the situation on
the market of electricity exports from
Ukraine to cover the consumption
needs of European countries is not
better. After all, in 2022, exports were
suspended, and according to the Na-
tional Energy and Utilities Regulatory
Commission, the country lost up to
UAH 20 million daily.

On April 7, 2023, the Ministry of
Energy announced the resumption of
exports amid a surplus of generating
capacity, which should help repair the
main power grids with additional finan-
cial resources. Since April, Ukraine has
only resumed exports in small volumes
(about 60 MW) during surplus mor-
ning/afternoon hours to Moldova.
Since May, commercial electricity ex-
ports to Poland from the Khmelnytsky
NPP have been launched. Exports to
Slovakia were also supposed to resu-
me on July 23.

However, exports will stop if Russia
attacks the grid again or Ukrenergo
fails to provide electricity to the popu-
lation.

Support

Ukrenergo carries out restoration
work at the expense of the company’s
tariff funds, as well as grants from Eu-
ropean governments, financial assis-
tance from international organizations
(USAID, UNDP, JICA), and loans from
international financial institutions.

In addition, European colleagues
and international partners provided
Ukrenergo with more than 200 units of
basic electrical equipment and materi-
als for restoration works. The company
managed to raise additional EUR 900
million for repair works by attracting

and re-profiling existing loans.

Elements of resilience

According to Ukrenergo experts, in
order for Ukrainians to survive another
winter without constant blackouts, the
country needs to ensure five elements
of the power system'’s stability and se-
curity. Ukrenergo, energy companies
and the military are working on this.
Most of these processes are already
in place.

1. Restore the damaged power units
and substations, create a stock of
equipment in case of new shelling;

2. Strengthening the facilities after
restoration;

3. Energy efficiency and economical
consumption of electricity by consum-
ers, which will reduce the load on the
damaged power system and save re-
sources (coal and gas);

4. Connecting the Ukrainian energy
system with Europe. Since March 2022,
Ukraine's power system has been syn-
chronized with the European energy
association ENTSO-E. This will make
it possible to import electricity from
Europe, if necessary, to maintain the
domestic balance of consumption in
the country;

5. And most importantly, strengthe-
ning the air defense system, which will
radically reduce the enemy's ability
and speed to destroy energy facilities
and allow them to be restored faster.

The fact that Ukraine needs a full-
fledged air shield was once again em-
phasized by President of Ukraine Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy in his address to the
international community.

"Thanks to the help of our partners
and the air defense systems provided
to Ukraine, our defenders of the sky
have saved thousands of lives. But for
our entire territory, for all our cities
and communities, we need more
air defense systems. The world must
not get used to Russian terror — we
must defeat terror. And it is possible!”
Zelensky emphasizes.

Currently, power engineers are also
working on the development of backup
power supply schemes in conditions of
reduced reliability — this will minimize
the consequences of enemy attacks
on infrastructure.

"Ukrenergo is in no way aimed at dis-
connecting consumers. This is the last
compulsory measure that can be ap-
plied in case of a critical power short-
age and the exhaustion of all tools for
balancing it...", the NPC notes.

Therefore, currently, one of the ef-
fective tools to avoid consumption
restrictions is only conscious and
economical use of electricity by the
Ukrainian population.
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AN OITEN

Ka3ska npo

Conne, Mopo3s i Bitep

Wwnun skock CoHug,
Mopo3 i Bitep lwumpokoto
[0pOroo, ax 3ycTpinu
cengHuHa.

— JobpuaeHs!

— npuBiTanmcs
MaHOPIBHUKWN.

— [0606puii OéHb! —
YKJIOHUBCS 11 COBi YONOBIK.

LLlonHo gpy3i
PO3MUHYNNCS 3
CENFAHUHOM, $IK
3aMUCINANCS:

— 3 KM Xe HYONOBIK
npuBiTaBcs: 3 ycimMa 4m 3
OOHUM?

HaspgorHanm
NOAOPOXHBLOro, ax CoHue
i MoOp03 cxBMJIbOBAHO
LLIKaBNATbCS:

— T 3 ycima Hamun
NPUBITaABCS 4N 3 KUMOCb
OOHUM?

CensHnH Ha MUTb
3aMUCNNBCS, BCMiXHYBCS
y Byca ¥ BignosiB:

— 3 0OHUM.

— A 3 kKnum xe?

— 3 Hanmayx4nm, —
3a8BMB KMIT/IMBELb i
niLoB J040MY.

MaHapiBHUKMN
nepes3vpHynncs m
TexX noaasnncs CBOED
noporoto. Konu ue
4EePBOHOLLLOKUA
DiOYyCb 3yNUHAETLCA W

PO3rHiBAHO BUT'YKYE:
— 3amMopoxy Haxaby!
CoHue Texx obypunocs:
— Cnepuy noneyy
HEBBIY4INBOro censgHuHal
BiTep ycmixHyBCS Ha

— Konun tn, CoHuo,
npuneyeLl, 9 0XoNoaxy
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Heao0pi cnoBa NpUATENIB:

NOANXOM PO3XapeHe
NPOMIHHS, a konn Mopo3
PO3rHiBa€ETLCS, MPOCTO
CTUXHY, | HONOBIK HE
3Mep3He...

Y XXHMBa BUILLOB TOW
4OsoBIK y none, a CoHue
neye, sk BOroHs! Konu ue
OMYXHYB X0noaHuin Bitep
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— Je v cneka noginacs! X Bitep — wycTtb! —iBwyx, 4onosika Big CoHus i
B3umky ine 4onoBik y aHi wenecHe. Ocb TON Mopoay.

Nlic NO ApOBa, a TaM TakMin ~ 4OJIOBIK | HE 3MepP3. . ox

Mopos3, ax TpiwmTs! Konu Ocb gk Bitep 3axucTtme
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3ATOPU3OHTAJJIIO:

1. OpraH kKepyBaHHSl BilicbkaMu B
yacTUHaX, 3'€AHaHHAX Ta 00'egHaH-
HAX ycCiX BugiB 36poiHMX cun. 5.
3Hayku [N BUPIBHEHHS NpPSAMOi
MOBU, UUTaT, 3arosioBKiB, a TaKOX
CNiB, YXXUTUX Y HEMPSIMOMY, Han4ac-
Tiwe ipOHiYHOMY 3HaveHHi. 9. Cyn
M'SICHUI, KapTOMASHUA, PUOHWIA i T.
iH. 13. «... Yyapa» (nepwwuin apyKo-
BaHuih TBip Makcmma lNopbkoro). 15.
BubyxoBape4yoBuHa. 16. ... M'auuona
(QpreHTUHCbKUI  KOMMO3UTOpP, BU-
KOHaBeLb Ha OaHOOHEeOoHi, BigomMui
Ha GaTbkiBWMHI Kk «El Gran A'stor»).
17. Tac-... (HeBenuKUn OCTpIiB Yy
CxigpHO-CunbipcbkomMy MoOpi, WO €
4aCTMHOIO OCTPOBIB AHXY B cknapi
HoBocubipcbkux octposiB). 18. Oco-
6a, gka 3anepeyye KoMmy-Hebyab y
nyb6niyHin Gecipi, Ha pucnyTi, nig
yac 3axucTy gucepTauii i T. iH. 19.
Fpyna poBroxsocTtux nanyr. 20. LWnT,
crnjeTteHnin 3 no3u, oyepeTty TOLLO,
AKUM LWOCb 3aropoaxytoTs abo
neperopoaxytTb. 22. Cnagkose
3emMesibHe BOJIOAIHHA B €noxy
deopaniamy, ike HagaBanocb Baca-
Jly 3a YMOBU HECEHHSI HUM BiliCbKO-
BOi CNyX6u Ta BUKOHAHHSA iHWWNX
noBuHHOCTEN. 23. Anapart, Baxuui
3a noBiTpSA, 3 ABUTYHOM i HEpPyXo-
MUMU KpuUiamMu, NPUCTOCOBaHUM
onsa nitaHHa. 25. Micto B niBHiYHO-
cxigHin Monbli, Hag o3epom Pocb.
AamiHictpatTuBHun ueHTp [MiXCbKo-
ro nosity BapmiHCcbko-Masypcbko-
ro soesoacTtBa. 27. l'ycta conogka
maca, fiky 64Xxonu BUpPOGNSIOTb i3
HekTapy KkBiTiB. 29. PeyoBuHa, L0
BN/NBA€E Ha 30yAXeHHs abo 3MiHy
WBUAKOCTI XiMiYyHOI peakuii, ane
KiNnbKicTb i XiMiyHWIA cknap i npu
LUbOMY He 3MiHTbCcs. 34. MNpcbka
BEpLUMNHA Y NiBHIYHO-CXiAHiA YaCTUHI
Benukoro Kaekasy. 36. lMpocTtopui
XaTHiW opar BinbHOro kpot. 37.
HanTenniwa nopa poky MiX BECHOIO
Ta ociHHi0. 39. lNMpocTa peyoBuHa
— 0es3bapBHi, cipi 4Mm 4epBOHI
kpuctanu abo TemHa amopdHa pe-
YOBUWHA, A0CUTbL iHepTHa. 41. Ouko,
L0 ioro Burpae komaHpa, 3arHaB-
wu M'ay abo wakiby B 4yxi BOpoTa.
43. 3ByKOHacniayBaHHS, WO O3Ha-
yae 3ByK kKanaHHs. 44. Mipa 3emenb-
HOi nnowi. 45. KiHueBa 4yacTuHa
BCiX rOpPU30HTaNbHUX abo NOXUNINX
paHroyTHux aepes. 47. BigcyTHicTb
He3roau, BOpoxHeui, cBapok. 49.
MyHiuunanitet y ®paHuii, y perioHi
LleHTp, aenaptameHT Wep. 50. Toi,
XTO NOKPMBAE NO30JI0TOI0, 30/I0TUTb
wo-Hebyab. 53. AocBigyeHuin, Gyea-
NuiA BOIH, 9kuii GpaB y4yacTb y 6a-
ratbox 60ax. 55. MnockoBepxi nna-
To abo ocTaHUi, 3BMYaAlHO 3 KpY-

TUMU 4N OOPMBUCTUMU CXUNAMU,
rosioBHUM 4YuMHOM y CepepHin Asii.
56. OcapoBO-BynkaHi4YHa ripcbka
nopopa, ika MiCTuTb He MeHLe 50%
ByJIKAHOreHHoro marepiany. 57.
LWWo-HeOyab ropine Ta ApibHi yac-
TOYKW Big, HbOro, AKi nigHimalTbCs
B noBiTpa. 58. 3maraHHga, gke pae
3MOry BUSIBUTU HaMbinbw rigHuMx
i3 Moro yyacHukiB abo Haiikpauie
3 TOro, WO HajicnaHe Ha ornsa.
60. Mo3a B knacu4yHomy Ganeri. 63.

...-Tik (yropa, wo ii BUKOHaHO 3a

LiHOIO, sika NepeBULLYE LiHYy TOBapy
y nonepeaHin yroai B nepion ogHiei
G6ipxoBoi cecii). 64. XynoxHil
dinbm pexucepa OnekcaHppa IBa-
HiBCbKOro (KiHOCTyAin «PapsiHCbke
KiHO», 1928 p.). 66. «4opHii 6poBuY,
Kapii ...». 67. ...-... (came Tak, po3m.).
68. JinctaHe pepeBO 3 rnagkoro
Cipolo KOpOIO i MiLLHOIO AEePEBUHOIO.
70. 36inblIEHHS PO3MIpiB WMUTOMNO-
ni6HOT 3an03u. 72. OonH 3 perioHiB
TubeTty. 73. Nepwa noguHa. 75. 3a-
KiH4€HHS1, 3aBepLUEHHS AKOoiCb cnpa-
BU, nogaii, asuwa. 77. CkoweHa i
BUCYLUEHa TpaBa, sika ae Ha KOpMm
xynob6i. 78. TpaB'aHucTa nikapcbka
pocnuHa 3 KBiTKaMU, CXOXWMM Ha
HanepcTok. 82. MyHiuyunanitert y
®dpaHuii, y perioHi JlimyseH, penap-
TameHT Kpes. 83. OcTtaHHin npa-
Butenb | guHacTii PaHHbOro uapcr-
Ba JaBHboro €runty (6n. 2890 no
H. e.). 85. 06GPO3NYNMBO-IrNy3NMBe
CTaB/IeHHS [0 4oro-Hebyab, cnps-
MOBaHe Ha BUKpUTTS BaAa. 87. Ogn-
HULUS BUMIPIOBAHHA MOTYXHOCTI B
MixHapogHin cuctemi ogmHuub. 89.
MocnabneHHs cun, BUKINKAHE Ha-
npyxeHoio ¢i3myHolo abo po3ymo-
BOIO Mpauelo, TPUBaJUM PyXoM i T.
iH. 92. Ctonuug bawkopTocTaHy. 93.
doTowTaTne. 94. OGopoHHA crnopy-
na Ans NpUKpUTTS apTuiepincbkoi
36poi Ta ii obcnyrn. 95. Ooxig 3
Kanitany, 3emsi abo maiiHa, Lo ioro
BJIACHUKU OOEPXYIOTb PErynsipHo,
He 3a/iMalo4yuchb NiANPUEMHULLLKOIO
pianbHicTio. 97. Pocilicbke Teneba-
4YyeHHs i papgio. 98. MyHiunnaniter
y ®dpaHuii, y perioHi BepxHsa Hop-
MaHAaia, penaptameHT Ep. 100.
Knitka Ha yomycb. 101. MicTto, ae
po3TalwoBaH FOJIOBHUW CynoBUiA
opraH OOH, po opucaukuii sikoro
BXOASTb YCi MUTaHHS, WO nepeaa-
I0TbCA WOMY pgepXxaBaMu, i BCi
nutaHHea, nepepbayveHi CtatyTom
OOH i YnHHUMK poroBopamu i KOH-
BeHuiamun. 102. JlannaHaeub.

3A BEPTUKAJUJIIO:

1. YacTtuHa, BigaoineHa, Bino6ura, Big-
pi3aHa i T. iH. Big 40Orocb; Kycok. 2.
OdiuinHO BCTaHOBNEHU PO3Mip

onnaTtu, onopaTkyBaHHS 4Yorocb. 3.
HapopgHuin noet-imnpogisaTtop i
cniBeub y KasaxiB, KMprusis tTa ge-
AKUX HWNX cepepHboasiaTCbKnNx
HapogiB. 4. 3AMBYBaHHSA, 380rag. 6.
KopanoBuii octpiB KinbuenogiobHoi
dopmun. 7. Hasea nepLoro gHA TNX-
Ha (nicna Hepini). 8. Jepeso, wWwo
Ma€e nanate NINCTS 3 FOCTPUMM KiH-
usMm M rmmboknmu Bupisamu. 9.
Hasea nitep kupunuui, Wwo cnyxu-
AN ANA NO3Ha4YeHHS AaBHIX CNo-
B'AHCbKMX HOCOBMUX FOJIOCHUX 3BY-
KiB. 10. lep>xaBHO-TeputopiaabHa
oauHULA Y cknagi aeakux depe-
paTMBHUX AepXxaB, sika KOPUCTY-
€TbCs TMM abo iHWWM CTyneHem
camoBpsaayBaHHsa. 11. KonoHiga
MOpCbkux 06e3xpebeTHUx TBapPUH
KHigapin. 12. MowwnpeHnii Ha cxopi
MiLHUA CNUPTHWIA Hanii. 14. Po3-
KOTUCTi 3BYKW, LLO 3/MBAlOTbCH B
MOHOTOHHE 3BYy4aHHA. 16. CnopTc-
MEH, AKUA 3aliMaeTbCHA CUNOBUMMU
Bnpasamu. 21. Onane Bigpmepne
nucta. 24. CraTys, WO 306paxye
6ora. 26. Y cxipHux kpaiHax —
TUTYNn MOHapxa. 27. MMonoxeHHs B
waxoBin napTii, 3a SKOro KopoJib,
wo nepebyBae nig ynapom ¢irypu
CYNnpoTMBHUKA, HE MOXEe 3axXUcTu-
TNCK, | NapTia BBaXaeTbCsa nporpa-
Hoto. 28. lMpumMmiweHHa ansa npoaa-
Xy abo 36epiraHHA 3epHa Ta 60-
powHa. 29. ABapguaTtb YeTBepTa
nitepa rpya3uHcbkoi abetku. 30.
HasirauiiHmii npunag ana BuMmipto-
BaHHS LWBMAKOCTI pyxy cyaHa ab6o
npoviaeHoro HUM wnaxy. 31. Benn-
Ke NpUMilLeHHs ansa 6araTontoaHUX
360piB. 32. 12 micsauiB. 33. Toii, xTO
corne, Mae 3BMUYKY cOMiTU (PO3M.).
35. HeBenukuit xmxuii ntax psaay
ropobuenopnibHnx i3 3arHyTum
A3b06oM i kirtramu. 38. Cyb6'ekT Po-
ciicbkoi Pepepadii, 9kuMin BXOgUTb
no cknapy lMpueBonsbkoro depe-
panbHoro okpyry. 40. Mpwunag ons
BUMIpPIOBaHHS MMUOUHN MOpS, pivku
Towo 3 60opTa cygHa. 42. Pumcbkuii
imnepartop (79 — 81 pp.) 3 gnHacrTii
®dnasgiiB. 45. HeBenuka xuxa TBapm-
Ha POAWMHU KYHMLIEBUX, WO AAE LiH-
He XYyTpO BiJ TE€MHO-KOPUYHEBOIrO
[0 cpibnacTo-61akMTHOrO KONbOPY.
46. ... TpuHeBMnyeBa (ykpaiHcbka
nucbMeHHnus). 47. Te came, WO
meTpononiteH. 48. CnopTuBHa rpa
3 M'ayem oBanbHoi ¢dopmu. 51.
MNpicHoBogHa puba poauHU KOpO-
NnoBUX i3 TOBCTUM CNN3bKUM TiNIOM.
52. Xutenb Kniecbkoi Pyci. 53.
EcTpapHwnii aHcam6nb, WO NOEAHYE
BMKOHAHHA MY3UKM i cniB. 54.
CiMHapgusaTa nitepa rpy3uHcbKoi
abetku. 58. MNap6y3. 59. YpapHo-
cnyckoBuii mMexaHiam. 61. Amnni-
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20 DAYS IN MARIUPOL

A film by MSTYSLAV CHERNOV

WORLD PREMIERE — SUNDANCE FILM FESTIVAL 2023 Audience
Award Winner — World Cinema Documentary

20 DAYS IN MARIUPOL is a PBS Distribution release, runs 94 minutes,
is in Ukrainian, Russian and English, and is not yet rated.

An AP team of Ukrainian journalists trapped in the besieged city of
Mariupol struggle to continue their work documenting atrocities

of the Russian invasion. As the only international reporters who
remain in the city, they capture what later become defining images
of the war: dying children, mass graves, the bombing of a maternity
hospital, and more.

¢ Vocal lessons for children and adults
¢ Voice setting

e Work on vocal breathing, sound man-
agement, intonation, diction and musi-
calimage

e Preparation for international and all-

After nearly a decade covering international conflicts, including the
Russia-Ukraine war, for The Associated Press, 20 DAYS IN MARIUPOL
is Mstyslav Chernov’s first feature film. The film draws on Chernov’s
daily news dispatches and personal footage of his own country at war.
It offers avivid, harrowing account of civilians caught in the siege,

as well as awindow into what it’s like to report from a conflict zone,
and the impact of such journalism around the globe.

Ukrainian vocal competitions

Mstyslav Chernov is a Ukrainian war correspondent, filmmaker,
photographer, and novelist known for his coverage of the Ukrainian
revolution, the Russian invasion in Ukraine, the war in Iraq, Syria,
and Nagorno-Karabakh, and Afghanistan under Taliban rule after the
U.S. withdrawal, as well as for his art installations and exhibitions.

lesia.zabashta@gmail.com

Sacramento, CA

(916) 594-5641

Torequest a screener, please email: publicity@larsenassc.com

TyAHO-4aCcTOTHa XxapakTepucTuka. ictotTa XiHo4yoi cTaTi (3BMYaiiHO WO BUAINAETLCA XBOWHMMM i aes-

62. HeBncoka wadga 3 BUCYBHUMU
wyxnagamu, ge 36epiraioTb 6innsHy
Towo. 65. Ctana BenMyYMHa B HM3Li
TUX, 9Ki 3MiHoOTLCA. 69. ABaguaTb
popyra OykBa Tpy3uMHCbKOT abeTku.
70. OpHe 3 N'ATK NOYYTTiB, OPraHoOMm
AKOro € oko. 71. 'powosa oanHNLSA
TainanHpy, wo popiBHioe 100 caH-
TaHriB. 72. Kopeiicbke aBTO. 74. My-
Hiumnanitet y ®paHuii, y perioHi
Myarty-lWapaHT, penaptameHT La-
paHTa. 75. Y midonorii geakux
3axifHOEBPONENCbKMX HapopiB —

pobposnunnea), agatHa TBOPUTU
yypeca. 76. HecnopiBaHe novyTTs
cTpaxy. 77. Benuka xmxa mopcbka
puba psay akynonopgi6Hux i3 nnoc-
KUM TilOM i BY3bKMM XBOCTOM.
79. WKinbHUI y4HIBCbKUWA CTin i3
MOXW0OI0 BEPXHLOIO AOLIKOW, 3'€n-
HaHU Y HWXHIA 4YacTuUHIi 3 nasolo.
80. Harpomap>keHHs 4oro-Hebyab
y BenuKkiii kinbkocTi. 81. MpucTpiii y
BaroHa, naposo3a, aBTomMobina Ta
iH. Ana nocnabneHHa cunu yaapy,
nowToBxy. 84. JInnkuii naxy4mii cik,

KUMM iHWKUMK pocnuHamu. 85. He-
BesMKe MicTo Ha niBAHi ABcTpii. 86.
YaBHuiA obpa3 Koro-, 4oro-HebGynb,
O BBUXAETbLCA KOMYCb. 87. Y Ku-
iBCcbKili Pyci — wTtpad 3a BOUBCTBO
BiNbHOI nioguHn. 88. 3aHaTTa KyniB-
neiwo i npopaxem. 90. MixHapoaHa
pika B LleHTpanbHin €Bponi. 91.
HaliMmeHLua KinbKicTb XiMmi4yHOro ene-
MEHTa, Lo CKNajaeTbcs 3 aapa n
enekTpoHiB. 96. MictoneTt Tokapesa.
99. OnepaduiiiHa cuctema.
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INDEPENDENCE IS WASHED IN BLOOD

Myroslav Hrekh

Almost all nations and peoples ha-
ve gained their independence, lost it,
and regained it in armed clashes and
wars. So we, Ukrainians, fought for it
for centuries, and lost more than we
gained, but in the memory of the peo-
ple, one might say, in their "genotypic
code,” this desire for freedom and in-
dependence remained, despite the
difficult times of foreign occupation or
subjugation. The occupiers could not
erase this by any kind of harassment,
abuse, or torture. And when, in 1991,
after the collapse of the Soviet Union,
we received it without blood, as a gift,
everyone was very happy. But it was
not to be. The enemy did not sleep,
and with the envious eyes of Putin's
morder, he watched us, sharpened his
teeth, and went mad when he saw the
desire of Ukrainians to join the com-
munity of democratic Europe and the
concrete actions of the Ukrainian sta-
te to achieve this. Starting in 2014,
the moscovites launched an armed
aggression against us, which esca-
lated into a full-scale war on February
22,2022.

To continue my article, | want to turn
a little bit to history. It is the history of
Ukraine that is usually counted from
the creation of Kyivan Rus in the 9t
century. After the decline of this state
formation and its disintegration into
small principalities in the 17" century,
the Cossack-Hetman state was for-
med, which lasted until the end of the
18th century and was destroyed by the
Russian Tsarina Catherine. After that,
until the 20™ century, there was no in-
dependent Ukrainian state.

After the 1917 revolution, Ukraine
saw the rise of a national movement,
which culminated in the 3™ Universal
of the Central Rada on November 20,
1917, which declared the Ukrainian
People's Republic (UPR). This Univer-
sal declared the freedom of speech,
press, religion, assembly, strikes, and
the abolition of the death penalty, etc.

After the end of the First World War
and the collapse of the Austro-Hun-
garian Empire, the western regions
of Ukraine, which included: Eastern
Galicia, Bukovyna, and Transcarpat-
hia, the Western Ukrainian People's
Republic (ZUNR) was formed on Octo-
ber 19, 1918, with its capital in Lviv. On
January 22, 1919, the ZUNR merged
with the UPR and became known as
the Western Oblast of the Ukrainian
People's Republic (ZOUNR). But it did

Procession on Khreshchatyk in honor of Independence Day on July 16, 1991

Photo: Oleksandr Klymenko

not last long, until July 18, 1919, after
which it was annexed by Poland, Ro-
mania, and Czechoslovakia.

After the Ukrainian government re-
fused to accept the ultimatum of the
Bolshevik Council of People's Com-
missars, which demanded that they
be allowed to bring their troops into
Ukraine and not to allow white officers
and Cossacks to cross the Don, the
Ukrainian-Bolshevik war began. The
Bolsheviks' military successes forced
the UPR leadership to call on Germany
for help. In mid-February 18, German
and Ukrainian troops began an offen-
sive on the territory captured by the
Bolsheviks. By April, all of Ukraine was
liberated from Bolshevik occupation.
However, in fact, it was under German
occupation. Germany brought its pro-
tege to power by armed force. This
was followed by a civil war and a se-
ries of interventions, which ended in
March 19 in Kyiv, when the so-called

"All-Ukrainian Congress of Soviets”

adopted the constitution of the
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic.

On December 28, 1920, the
Ukrainian SSR and the RSFSR signed
a workers' and peasants’ union treaty
on military and economic coopera-
tion, which cemented the dependence
of the Ukrainian SSR on the RSFSR.
The next chance for an independent
Ukrainian state came only at the end
of the 20" century after the collapse of
the USSR.

On August 24, 1991, the Verkhovna
Rada of the Ukrainian SSR proclaimed
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Ukraine an independent democratic
state and put the act of proclaiming
Ukraine's independence to an all-
Ukrainian referendum for confirmati-
on. Since then, this date has been con-
sidered Independence Day, an all-
Ukrainian holiday. This year we will
celebrate it for the 32" time. Ukraine
has been living as an independent
sovereign state for 32 years. All ho-
nest and decent people, all people of
goodwill in the world hope and believe
that it will continue to live in this status.

Since the beginning of its indepen-
dence, Ukraine has declared that it is
a peace-loving, neutral state, opposed
to any aggression, any war. At that
time, it had a strong army and a signi-
ficant arsenal of nuclear weapons.
Who could have even imagined that
Russia, which claimed to be a good
neighbor, a fraternal nation, would
launch an aggression against Ukraine,
would start a bloody war in the center
of Europe.

Despite the violation of its territorial
integrity by its aggressive neighbor in
early 2014, nuclear blackmail, occu-
pation of the Crimean peninsula, terror
of further war unleashed by it on the
territory of Donetsk and Luhansk
regions of Ukraine, and last year's
full-scale war, Ukraine remained faith-
ful to democratic values.

In December 1994, Ukraine's non-
nuclear status was confirmed, and it
gave up nuclear weapons in exchange
for guarantees of preserving its terri-
tories — territorial integrity and sover-
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eignty under the Budapest Memoran-
dum. In my opinion, and in the opinion
of many other journalists, signing this
memorandum was a big, irreparable
political and military mistake of the
Ukrainian government of the time. At
that time, the presidents of Ukraine
were Leonid Kravchuk and then, after
the election, Leonid Kuchma, who
signed the memorandum. In order not
to argue about this for a long time, |
would like to quote the text of this me-
morandum. (Let the reader forgive me,
it will not take much time and space):

Ukraine, the Russian Federation,
the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, and the United
States of America, welcoming Ukrai-
ne's accession to the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weap-
ons as a non-nuclear-weapon state,
ta-king into account Ukraine’'s com-
mitment to remove all nuclear weap-
ons from its territory within the establi-
shed time frame, noting the chang-
es in the global security environment,
including the end of the Cold War,
which have created the conditions
for deep reductions in nuclear forces,
reaffirm the following:

1. The Russian Federation, the Unit-
ed Kingdom of Great Britain and North-
ern Ireland and the United States of
America reaffirm to Ukraine their com-
mitment, in accordance with the princi-
ples of the CSCE Final Act, to respect
the independence, sovereignty and
existing borders of Ukraine.

2. The Russian Federation, the Unit-
ed Kingdom of Great Britain and North-
ern Ireland, and the United States of
America reaffirm their commitment to
refrain from the threat or use of force
against the territorial integrity or po-
litical independence of Ukraine and
that none of their weapons will ever be
used against Ukraine except in self-
defense or otherwise in accordance
with the Charter of the United Nations.

3. The Russian Federation, the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland and the United States
of America reaffirm to Ukraine their
commitment, in accordance with the
principles of the CSCE Final Act, to
refrain from economic coercion aimed
at subordinating to their own inte-
rests the exercise by Ukraine of the
rights inherent in its sovereignty to
advantages of any kind.

4. The Russian Federation, the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland and the United Sta-
tes of America reaffirm their commit-
ment to seek immediate action by the
UN Security Council to assist Ukraine
as a non-nuclear-weapon state party

to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation
of Nuclear Weapons if Ukraine is the
target of a threat of aggression with
the use of nuclear weapons.

5. The Russian Federation, the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, and the United
States of America reaffirm with res-
pect to Ukraine their commitment not
to use nuclear weapons against any
non-nuclear-weapon State Party to
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons except in the event
of an attack against them, their terri-
tories or dependent territories, their
armed forces or their allies by such a
State acting in concert with a nucle-
ar-weapon State or a related alliance.

6. Ukraine, the Russian Federation,
the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, and the United
States of America will consult in the
event of a situation that raises a ques-
tion regarding these obligations.

This Memorandum will apply from
the date of signature. Signed in four
counterparts, equally authentic in
the English, Russian and Ukrainian
languages.

- For Ukraine: (Signed by Leonid
Kuchma)

- For the Russian Federation:

(Signed Boris Yeltsin)

- For the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland: (Signed
John Major)

-For the United States of America:
(Signed Bill Clinton)

Budapest, December 5, 1994.

All the provisions of this memoran-
dum were violated by one of its signa-
tories, the Russian Federation. A num-
ber of questions arise: can the civilized
world trust Russia after this? Is its
signature worth the paper on which it
was signed? Is this memorandum a
responsible document at all? Does it
provide for serious and irreversible
punishment for the violator? We read
paragraph 6 and ask what the signa-
tories will do when "a situation arises
that relates to the issue of these obli-
gations” (and isn't the violation of the
previous paragraphs and Russia's real
aggression a "situation that has aris-
en")? They will consult. That's all.

The conclusion is that we cannot
rely on any international documents
that are not supported by security and
preventive measures and actions. You
cannot trust anyone. Each side has
its own national interests, which it ad-
heres to first and foremost. We must
rely only on ourselves, on our strength
and capabilities. Would the Muscovi-
tes dare to attack us if we had nuclear
weapons? Answer: No. Could we safe-

ly maintain and service these weap-
ons? Did we have all the necessary
resources for this? A rhetorical ques-
tion. If not, did we try to ask the same
signatories of the Budapest Memo-
randum or other friendly states for
help? And most importantly, did we
have the desire to do so? Probably not.
Why waste energy and resources for
this, it is better to give it away, get rid
of it, and the problem is off our shoul-
ders. And then, even if the grass
doesn't grow, it will somehow. This is
the main political myopia, if not out-
right duplicity, of our then leaders.

| must say that in a sense we were
unlucky with them in terms of strength-
ening our defense capabilities. Start-
ing with Kuchma, this issue was not
prioritized, weapons were sold off, and
the defense industry worked mainly
for export. And what did Mr. Yush-
chenko do in this regard, after such a
popular upsurge of the Orange Revo-
lution: he fought an internecine war
with Tymoshenko, signed "universal
agreements” with Yanukovych, instead
of forcing the movement to the Euro-
pean Union and NATO. Moskal did not
have such power then and was afraid
to attack Ukraine. President Yanuko-
vych is generally disgusting to think
about: a coward, a traitor, a criminal
who brought the war to our land. And
President Poroshenko allowed Girkin
and his gang to enter Donetsk, thus
strengthening the rebellion there,
held military parades on Khreshcha-
tyk when these weapons were needed
at the front, where our soldiers were
being massacred near llovaisk and
Debaltseve, stuffed his pockets when
the whole society was getting poorer
and he was growing his wealth, ruined
the defense industry by appointing
the corrupt Svinarenko as its head.
Where is Svynarenko now? In the
Maldives, in Monaco? And after him,
Zelensky became president. | under-
stand — he was young, inexperienced,
wanted peace, wanted to look Putin in
the eye. Well, he did, and so what, but
it was necessary to strengthen the
defensive borders in the Kherson
region with the Crimea, to build one,
two, or three defensive lines there in-
stead of crossings, as the Moscovites
have done in the occupied territories,
because they have seized the south
of the Kherson and Zaporizhzhia re-
gions like a parade. Is there a fault in
this, an oversight by Zelenskyy and
the then SBU leadership? Of course
there is. It's good that he has now
realized what Putin is, what Russia is,
how to be strong, how to strengthen
the armed forces, and it's good that
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at least now it has happened and will
be taken into account for the future,
because as Volodymyr Parasyuk said
in an interview with Natalia Mosey-
chuk: "If Poroshenko were president
of Ukraine now, it would probably no
longer exist."” Some may object to me,
it's easy to criticize, it's not all that
bad, the country has been undergoing
reforms. But what the hell are reforms,
what are they for, when as a result,
people’s lives have not improved and

the defense capability has been
reduced.

The point of this is that the reader
may notice that all these statements
are not related to our topic of indepen-
dence and sovereignty. Yes, they do,
because every move, every action of
our leaders affects the life of society,
the most vulnerable part of which is the
army, which ensures its defense, se-
curity, independence and sovereignty.

The Ukrainian people believe that

victory will be ours, that our armed
forces will drive the enemy out of
Ukraine, that having survived the hor-
rors of war, the Ukrainian state will
become even stronger, more devel-
oped, and richer, and that we will cel-
ebrate Ukraine's Independence Day
more than once.

Happy holiday to you! Glory to
Ukraine!

nPOMNAYTb
AOL I NJAY

Benwuki kpanni gowy

3MMNBAIOTb NOMIiN 3 PYiHW.

Benuki cnbo3n nnavy

3MMNBAIOTb KPOB 3 INLSA YKPaiHW.

BoHa cBiTY KpU4unTh,

AYUTb HA XPEeCTi —

Konu BXe ckiH4aTbCs Ui TOPTYpH,

KON BXe 300XHYTb Ti MOCKani

Ha MPOKIATUX KPEMAIBCbKNX
Mypax?

OnpuLoK KapnaTCbKUiA,

3anopi3bkunii K03ak

3a BiT4M3Hy cTanu cTiHoIO,

OCBATUAN Mevi, 3abunu B HabaT

i NilWwnm o cBsiLeHHoro 6010.

Mepemora npuinge,

AK CTPALUHWIA yparaH,

iameTe

BCIO PALUNCTCbKY NMOraHb.

MonerweHo cBiT i BkpaiHa 3gmxHe —

60 CNMHUTBLCS AOLL, May i Myka
MUHE,

i cBiTaHOK

[0 COHUS MoKaxe Jopory.

| POSKBITHE
YKPAIHA

Ha popir nepexpecTi
L0 B ManNOyTHE neTinu,
npunwna HesanexHictb
[0 YKpaiHW.

CoTHi pokiB

Mapunun Heto,

BTpayanm Cnokin,
po3cTaBasncCh 3 AyLleto
iTinom,

cTatoun go 6oto,

B TIOpMax Tepninu

BifZL Neky4oro 6onto,
ane 3Hanu,

XepTBu iX HeJapeMHi-

we npunge Bong

Ha 6aTbKiBCbKY 3EMJII0.
| npuiiwna,

ane He HaJOBro-
MOCKOBCbKa opaa
3anunaii Kpos’'to,
nobuna micTa,
nepepwuna B pyiHu,
3arosiocusia BOOBO
Mos YkpaiHa,

i cnbo3wu giten
MOSINAINCS PIKOIO...

Ta HacTaHe po3nnaTta,
i 6yoe cTpallHolo,

60 BMiEM B pykax
TpuMaTn My 36poto,

i MOCKOBCbKOIO Kata
BiJLIYKAEMO BCIOOMN.
Hiwo He npo6auunm!
Hiwo He 3abynem!
LLle npuinge Ton yac,
KON CTUXHYTb rapMaTu,
KONV N0 y Hac
MOYHYTb YCMIiXaTuChb,
KON 3a3By4aTb

nicHi CONoB'iHi,

i PO3KBITHE MOB caf,
Mos YkpaiHa.

Mupocnas 'pex
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Orest Balytsky D.M.D.

Diplomate, American Board of Endodontics

(707) 763-2170

orbendo17@msn.com
www.petalumaendo.com

Visit us at the Newark branch
or give us a call at
(510) 943-1021

Visit us at the San Francisco branch
or give us a call at
(415) 489-4451
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13 CEPT1I/AUG
UKRAINIAN
INDEPENDENCE
DAY PICNIC
AND FEST

(BAY AREA)

Ukrainian American Coordinating
Council, Ukrainian School of San
Francisco / YkpaiHcbka LLlkona
CaHn-®PpaHuucko and St. Michaels
Ukrainian Orthodox Church

Where: Sunnyvale Baylands Park

When: Sunday, 11:00 AM - 5:30 PM

The Biggest Ukrainian Picnic in the
Bay Area!

« Live Ukrainian Music, Ukrainian
Food, Kids & Family Fun & Best Raffle
in the Bay.

Glory to Ukraine!

Join Us for the 10th Independence
Day Picnic! The Biggest Ukrainian
Picnic in the Bay Area! We'll be
supporting our local refugee effort
and local organizations. Children 0 to
12 are free but must be registered with
a ticket to participate in the Kids Fest
areal!

+ Live Ukrainian Music

» Entertainment for Kids & Family:
Boundy houses, Pinata, Face Painting,
Soccer and Volleyball

« Traditional Ukrainian cuisine:
Kovbasa,Varenyky and many other

Ukrainian foods.

+ Plenty of Parking

Exceptional Raffle sponsored by St.
Michael Ukrainian Orthodox Church
with a 5 night Stay in Lake Tahoe and
much, much more.

We're honored to kick off
Independence Day Festivities on
the 32nd Year Anniversary of the
Independence of Ukraine!.

Tickets start at Free - $35
https://www.facebook.com
events/147770944934504

19 CEPT/AUG

UKRAINIAN
FILM NIGHT -
"BLINDFOLD"/
"13 SAB'A3AHU-
MU OHYUMA”

Anna Shvartsur, Veronika Shoba
and Inna Pavlova

Where: The Polish Club Inc.,

3040 22nd Street at Shotwell, San
Francisco, CA 94110

When: Saturday, 5 PM

Join us on August 19th for our 4th
Ukrainian Film Night Fundraiser at The
Polish Club in San Francisco!

5:00 pm - doors open, enjoy food/
drinks/art/socialize

6:00 pm - film begins

We will be screening:

"Blindfold"/ "13 3aB'a3aHumn O4mma”
(2020) with English subtitles, 1 hr 45
min

Director: Taras Dron

Winner of the 1-2 Competition at
the Warsaw International Film Festival
in 2020

Everyone is welcomel! It will be
a wonderful opportunity to enjoy
Ukrainian cinema and get together in
the community for a good cause.

We recommend a donation of
$15-20 for admission (cash/Venmo/
PayPal). Unlimited popcorn included!
Donations will be split amongst the
organizations BonoHTepcbkuin Pyx
(Volunteer Movement) and Army

SOS, which are both Ukrainian-based
organizations, established in 2014.
https://www.facebook.com
events/185748264488338/

23 CEPT1/AUG

MISSION PEAK
HIKE - TO
CELEBRATE
INDEPENDENCE
DAY OF
UKRAINE

UNWLA Northern California,
Branch 107

Where: Mission Peak, Fremont, CA

When: Wednesday, 5:30 PM

Ukrainian National Women’s League
of America, Branch 107 is inviting you
to celebrate Independence Day of
Ukraine on the top of the Mission Peak.
https://www.facebook.com
events/6501812463174516,

24 CEPM/AUG

AEHDb
HE3AJIEXKHOCTI
YKPAIHMU

24 CEPT1/AUG
ARTEM
PIVOVAROV -
LIVE IN SAN
FRANCISCO

ARTEM PIVOVAROV, FishCanFly
Where: 3140 Mission St, San
Francisco, CA 94110
When: Thursday, 9 PM

BOM Ha cnucaHHsa 501(c)(3) nopaTkis.

Bu moxeTe niaTpnMmaTtun Hawy raseTy, SKWoO 3pO-
6uTte ogHopa3oBuit PayPal BHecCok 41 BUcTaBuTe
MOBTOPHUN LWOMICAYHUI BHECOK i NnepengeTe Ha
CTOpPiHKY nicna ckaHyBaHHA QR-kopy. MNaseta
«pomapa» € HeKOMepLUiNHOO opraHi3auieto 3npa-

You could support our newspaper by following
QR code to PayPal link where you could make one
time payment or reoccuring monthly payments.
Newspaper Hromada s a tax-deductible 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization.
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ApTtem NnuBoBapoB — CaMOBYTHil
YKPAiHCbKUI apTUCT, Yni MiCHI

MWUTTEBO CTalOTb XiTaMM Ta NOCIAaTb + RSPH

. . >
nepwi paakun yapTie. Bonogap npemii UKRAINIAN S
" ~ ~ " CATHOLIC x
Yl_ma Hawnkpawimin BuKoHaBseub" i UNIVERSITY 2
"XiT poKky", 3aKOHOA4aBeLb MY3UYHUX FOUNDATION ¢ ps
. . . Y
TpeHais, yniobneHewb yCix NOKOJiHb. ‘VERS
Ha koHuepTax BM no4vyeTe ynobneHi

xiTn, cepea akux "Nexasto”, "Mipax", STAN D W|TH U KRA' N E

"Panpesy” Ta "Aymun". NMpuxonbre

Ta BiAYYNTE LWaneHy yKpaiHCbKy STAN D WITH UCU STU DE NTS

31’\0\)‘

eHepreTuky!
3i6paHi KoWTK NigyTh HA NIATPUMKY Friends of UCU and Ukrainian Catholic University Foundation
3CV. cordially invite you to a Banquet in San Francisco to benefit

https://eventcartel.com/events/
artem-pivovarov-live-2-tickets-

7107/?promo=0afbd58c725dac18b25 i
dadai7bidc5fe Sunday, October 22, 2023 | 4:00 P.M. PDT

26 CEPI1/AUG
UKRAINIAN ART
IN THE PARK

Steppe - Ukrainian Folk Dance &
Foodways and Capitola Art and
Cultural Commission

Where: Esplanade Park, Capitola,
CA

When: Saturday, 12 PM - 6 PM

Join us for this FREE event to
celebrate Ukraine's vast culture and
32" year of independence!

We will have over 10 Ukrainian
artists and vendors, along with a
30-minute stage performance of Please join us for our signature West Coast event featuring

Ukrainian dancing and music. You're esteemed speakers, community leaders and special musical

not going to want to miss this. . . . .
https://www.facebook.com guests, and to enjoy the fellowship of friends committed to

Ukrainian Catholic University.

McLaren Conference Center, University of San Francisco

events/654407163236081/ supporting UCU in these difficult and challenging times.
Mark your calendars now!

14 XOBT/OCT

Ticket information coming soon. For questions and

ANTYTI LA_ to learn about sponsorship opportunities, please contact
NORTH Liubov Haluha, National Event Coordinator at
- 415.314.1845, or at Ihaluha@ucufoundation.org.

AMERICAN UCUFOUNDATION.ORG
TOUR 2023

OronomEHHg | AN NOUNCEMENT BIAMOBA Bl BIAMNOBIAANIBHOCT! | DISCLAIMER

«[pomapa» icHye ans obcnyroByBaHHs notpebd ykpaiHCbkoi rpoMagun
3axigHoro yabepexxs Ta BCix, KOro LikaBuTb ykpaiHCbka iCTopis, KyabTy-

Hnﬂ p03Miu.|eHH5l pekKkJsaMu, OroJiolweHbTa iHWIKMX pa i1 ykpaiHCbKi HOBMHIU. My pe3epsyemo 3a co60I0 NpaBo Ha BiAMOBY
- - - Apykysatu 6yab-siki maTepianu. Maseta «[pomana» He MOXe HeCT Bia-
MOBIAOMIJIEHDb 3BEpPTauTeChb info@hromada.us noBiganbHOCTi 3a AOCTOBIPHICTL Ny6nikauii TpeTix ocib.

«HROMADA> exists to serve the needs of our Ukrainian community of the
West Coast of the US and all those interested in Ukrainian history, culture

To place ads and other announcements, please and Ukrainian news. We reserve the right to refuse to print any materials.
- «Hromada» newspaper cannot be held liable for the reliability of third-par-
contact info@hromada.us W publioatione TEP Y P

To place ads, advertisement, and other messages: info@hromada.us
Hromada, PO Box 7026, 7 Pixley Ave, Corte Madera, CA 94976
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