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Vitaliy Portnykov | Notes for May

WAR IS COMING TO RUSSIA

May began with smoke over the Sen-
ate Palace in the Kremlin. The drone at-
tack on the Kremlin has become one of
the most fascinating and controversial
stories of the Russian-Ukrainian war.
Who hit the Kremlin? Was it a daring
Ukrainian special operation, or did we
actually face another provocation by
Russian special services seeking na-
tional mobilization to justify the contin-
uation of the war?

If we imagine that the Kremlin was
attacked by Ukrainians, we can raise a
lotof questions about the effectiveness
of Moscow’s air defense system and
the efficiency of its radar suppression
system. It is no coincidence that many
observers recalled the flight of Matthi-
as Rust, who landed his plane on Red
Square on May 28, 1987. At the time,
this flight was perceived as obvious
proof of the degradation of the system,
and Mikhail Gorbachev immediately
dismissed Marshal Sergei Sokolov and
several high-ranking officials from the
post of USSR Defense Minister. At the
time, no personnel conclusions were
made. Russian officials and propagan-
dists blame Ukraine and the United
States for the attack, but never their
own military, which allowed the drones
to fly over the Kremlin. This alone sug-
gests that the situation is somewhat
artificial. So do accusations of a desire
to kill Putin. How can a drone be used
to kill someone who probably doesn’t
spend the nightin the Kremlin anymore
and, as you know, has spent critically
little time there since the beginning of
his presidency, when few people knew
about the president’s almost constant
stay in Sochi and Novo-Ogaryovo, and
there were no bunkers. But on the oth-
er hand, if it was a planned action, why
did Moscow ban drone flights altogeth-
er and start shutting down navigation
throughout the city the day after it took

place?

However, either scenario does not
favor Putin and Russia. If we imagine
that the Ukrainians really managed
to organize a symbolic attack on the
presidential residence in the Kremlin,
how insignificant must Putin look in the
eyes of the world’s public opinion, if
not his own compatriots? Yes, there is
no danger. But in February 2022, Putin
was going to expel the legitimate gov-
ernment from Kyiv, replace it with his
puppets, and occupy the neighboring
state. And in May 2023, a drone sent
from this unruly state hit his own resi-
dence. Isn’t this a disgrace?

However, the Kremlin did not stop
there. Throughout the month, we ob-
served “arrivals” in one region of Russia
and in the occupied regions of Ukraine
itself. The Ukrainian army has an op-
portunity - the British government’s
decision to provide Ukraine with long-
range Storm Shadow missiles has un-
doubtedly become another important
element in the Russian-Ukrainian war.
A moment that shows that the West
is not only not “tired” of supporting
Ukraine and not only not afraid of Vlad-
imir Putin’s nuclear threats, but also
ready to raise the stakes during the war.

The same was true with the sys-
tematic supply of weapons, HIMARS
systems, Leopard tanks, and now with
pilot training for F-16 fighters. It took
a long time of consultations, and the
decision to transfer was made after it
became clear that the Kremlin wanted
to escalate rather than resolve.

It is not the first time that the UK has
found itself in the role of the first coun-
try to decide on the transfer of new
weapons. However, given the words of
British Defense Secretary Ben Wallace
about coordinating this decision with
Washington, we can assume that the
United States will join the British. For
example, they will supply Ukraine with
ATACMS missiles. There are technical
capabilities for this.

While British missiles can be
launched from Soviet-made aircraft,
which are in service with the Ukrainian
army, HIMARS platforms can be used
to launch ATACMS missiles.

Thus, Ukraine, even if it does not —
in agreement with the British — fire on
the so-called sovereign territory of the
Russian Federation, that is, the territo-
ry that is Russian under international
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law, still gets the opportunity to strike
at its own occupied territories.

This creates opportunities to de-
stroy the Crimean bridge, destroy
Russian arsenals in Crimea and east-
ern Ukraine, deprive Crimea of its im-
portant role as a bridgehead for the
Russian army, and shell Russian forc-
es and resources in the area of the so-
called land corridor to Crimea. In fact,
in such a situation, the corridor itself
turns out to be meaningless.

Russia really has only one answer
to everything — nuclear threats. But
the Kremlin should think about the fact
that if the enemy is ready to raise the
stakes, is it possible to calculate how
it will actually react not to the threat
but to Moscow’s actual use of nuclear
weapons.

Here, the risk zone includes not only
Ukraine and the West, but also Russia
itself, especially since the reluctance
of its main economic partners, China
and India, to face a nuclear conflict is,
in my opinion, obvious.

So, Putin should accept the reality:
yes, he can continue the war. But with
each new day of the war, Ukraine’s abil-
ity to respond to aggression and liber-
ate its territories will only grow. And the
territories of Russia itself may already
be under threat, asrecent eventsin the
Belgorod region have shown.

After all, after the events in the Bel-
gorod region, it can be stated that
there is no secure border in the Rus-
sian Federation — and maybe it never
existed.

Why is this possible? Because pro-
tecting the border with a country thatis
being attacked by an aggressor seems
to be a natural security issue for the
aggressor itself. But not for Russia. No
one thought to defend the regions bor-
dering Ukraine — why?

There are many reasons for this
shame. The firstis the arrogance of the
Russian leadership. Somehow, it is as-
sumed a priori that it is Russia that can
attack anyone, conduct “special oper-
ations” on foreign territories, and that
Russia itself is not in danger. It would
seem that the Chechen wars, which
took place not only on the territory of
Chechnya itself, should have been a
lesson for the Russian political and mil-
itary leadership. But they did not.

The second reason isincompetence.
We are used to taking the Russian gen-
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erals seriously, and | have no doubt
that there are people with decent mil-
itary education among the military
leaders. But, firstly, all actions must be
approved by the FSB in any case, and
secondly, let’s not forget about Putin’s
criterion of devotion and loyalty, which
often replaces professionalism. And
these loyalists are usually fraudsters.

That’s why the third reason comes
into play here: corruption.

We saw the effectiveness of Russian
corruption in the first months of the war,
when the “second army of the world”
that Putin believed in turned out to be
a fiction. Therefore, | am even ready to
assume that funds were allocated for
the border arrangement, but they were
simply stolen. As always. Finally, the
fourth reason is the death of a profes-
sional army in the war with Ukraine.

Russia now has no reserves to effec-
tively protect its borders from any inva-
sion. Let’simagine that areal army with
equipment and weapons would enter
Russia’s territory, not a small group of
people, but a real army. Not necessar-
ily from the Ukrainian border. Where
would this army go? To Moscow?

Until recently, this was a rhetorical
question. But now it is quite obvious
that it is possible to travel through the

territory of Russia with weapons with-
out any problems. And the realization
of this obvious fact promises serious
problems for the Kremlin, not only in
its relations with other countries, but
also in its domestic policy. Anyone who
has thought about armed confronta-
tion with this regime can see how weak
itis and how it will lose its grip if the war
continues.

After the failure of his “blitzkrieg”
plan, Putin quickly switched to a “war

of attrition” and still believes that this
tactic will bring him luck. So why did no
one warn the Russian president that he
was exhausting not only Ukraine, but
also Russia and his own regime? Af-
ter all, the helplessness of the power
vertical of this regime, revealed in the
Belgorod region, may become the very
cube whose fall in the future threatens
to bring down the entire Putin pyramid.
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WAITING FOR THE F-16s

The most important positive news
of May is that the West is preparing
to provide Ukraine with F-16 combat
aircraft, which are the most massive
fourth-generation fighter jets. A coa-
lition of several NATO member states
that have F-16s in service has decid-
ed to train Ukrainian pilots and then
transfer the aircraft to Ukraine, and
the United States has signaled that it
will not be opposed to such a transfer.
Western countries are very gradually
but systematically changing their tac-
tics to support Ukraine in its confron-
tation with the Russian aggressor by
increasing supplies and expanding
the list of weapons. Finally, the time
has come for aviation. Many Ukrainian
politicians, experts, media and civic
activists have been talking about this
need for months, including the need
to “close the Ukrainian sky,” and | have
had to write about it many times, and
only a year after the start of full-scale
aggression, the situation is changing.
If the planes are put down, the ques-
tion will arise: why was it not possible
before, and now it is possible? This is
a rhetorical question, and it takes time
for the allies to see the light, so we
(Ukrainians) are certainly grateful that
the right decision was made, albeit lat-
er than it should have been.

Formally, no country has yet an-
nounced its own decision to transfer
the aircraft to Ukraine. We are talking
about pilot training. But the pilots
would not be trained if there were no
plans to transfer the aircraft. It will take

“at best a few months” to deliver F-16s
to Ukraine. This statement was made
by US Secretary of the Air Force Frank
Kendall, according to CNN on May 23.

“Under no circumstances are we go-
ing to deliver F-16s or any other West-
ern fighter in significant numbers to

the Ukrainian Air Force before a few
months,” Frank Kendall emphasized,
adding that this is a rather accelerated
timeframe, as pilot training in the Unit-
ed States on such an aircraft should
take more than 2 years.

Information is leaking to the press
that the first stage may involve two or
three squadrons, about 24-36 aircraft,
and the countries of delivery may be
European countries, such as the Neth-
erlands.

In fact, NATO countries are already
supplying aircraft to Ukraine, but so far
these are old Soviet-style aircraft, in
particular MIG-29s, which were in ser-
vice with the Warsaw Pact countries,
such as Poland.

Will 2-3 F-16 squadrons, with all their
positive characteristics, be able to
make a radical difference in the war in
favor of Ukraine? Military analysts es-
timate that Russia has about 500 air-
craft, while Ukraine had 5 fighter bri-
gades as of April 2023: 2 MIG-29 and
3 SU-27, as stated by the spokesman
of the Air Force of the Armed Forces
of Ukraine Yuriy lhnat on the Kyiv TV
channel.

But the information about the ex-
pectations of Western aircraft seems
to justify the situation with the delay of
the counteroffensive, which was high-
ly publicized by the Ukrainian side. In
November 2022, Mykhailo Podoliak,
an advisor to the President of Ukraine,
claimed on the air of the only TV mara-
thon “United News” that in six months
he would go to the Yalta embankment,
and by then there would be no Rus-
sians in Crimea. More than half a year
has passed since the last Ukrainian
city was liberated from the Russian oc-
cupiers, on November 11, 2022, Kher-
son. The authorities have overheated
the information space with bravura
statements and are now trying to cor-
rect the situation. The several-month
process of training pilots and handing
over F-16s to Ukraine will prolong the
pause for awhile. But soon, society will
realize that the process of de-occupa-
tion of all Ukrainian lands can be not
only in the style of the “blitzkrieg” we
all want, but can also take many years.
Obviously, as long as the scoundrel Pu-
tinis alive, the war will continue. Putinis
now 70 years old, and with the current
level of medicine, he can unfortunate-
ly still commit his crimes for another
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15-20 years. U.S. President Biden, for
example, is 80 years old, and he is go-
ing to run for a second term. His main
rival, Donald Trump, is 76 years old
and is also going to run in the next
election. The famous American dip-
lomat Harry Kissinger has recently
celebrated his 100™ birthday, and his
mind is still capable of analyzing and
developing new initiatives, including
those related to Ukraine. It would be
better for the world if some world in-
telligence (Ukrainian or Western) de-
stroyed the scoundrel Putin, but this
has not happened yet, and it is not
known whether it will happen soon. So,
Ukraine and the world must be pre-
pared for various scenarios, including
protracted ones. After all, the occu-
pied Crimea, Sevastopol, parts of Do-
netsk and Luhansk regions have been
under Russian military boot for 9 years.
And there, the brains of local Ukraini-
ans are being brainwashed by Russian
fascist propaganda. A few days ago, it
was reported that the occupiers creat-
ed a “branch of the Russian movement
of children and youth “Movement of
the First” in one of the schools in the
city of Zaliznyi Port in Kherson region
to impose the Kremlin’s ideology on
Ukrainian children. And when you read
such a message, you realize that the
Russian occupiers have been there for
over a year.

So will two or three F-16 squadrons
decide that the city of Zaliznyi Port in
Kherson region will no longer have
either Russian propaganda or Russian
occupiers? After all, Ukrainian troops
liberated Kharkiv, lzyum, and Kherson
without American aircraft. Or is there
something else that the coalition of
Western powers needs to do to speed
up the liberation of Ukrainian territo-
ries? It seems that Western powers are
getting ready to increase pressure on
Russia, and this is manifested, among
other things, in their readiness to in-
crease arms supplies. But how long
can this process take?

And if it is protracted, then on what
principles should life on the free part
of Ukrainian lands be built all this time?
The first person who allowed himself
to raise the question of the need to
observe democratic procedures in
Ukraine was the President of the Par-
liamentary Assembly of the Council
of Europe (PACE), Tini Cox. He made
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a statement that Ukraine should hold
elections (to the Verkhovna Rada and
presidential) even “if they are not per-
fect.” The PACE President is aware that
the Ukrainian Constitution explicitly
prohibits holding elections during mar-
tial law, so he tried to propose a num-
ber of initiatives to get out of the situ-
ation: either temporarily lifting martial
law or amending the Constitution, etc.
However, Tini Cox was not aware of
another provision of the Ukrainian
Constitution, which states that during
martial law, the Basic Law cannot be
amended. However, the main message
of the PACE President was that if the
war is prolonged, it should not become
an obstacle to democracy. This state-
ment was sharply rebuffed in his own
manner by Oleksiy Danilov, Secretary
of the National Security and Defense
Council of Ukraine, who reminded that
elections are not held in the country
during martial law and made it clear
that Ukrainians will sort things out on
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their own, and no one from outside can
tell them what to do.

Ukrainian society is waiting for the
liberation of the territories, so for now,
the issue of elections to either the
Verkhovna Rada this year or the pres-
idency next year does not seem to be
relevant or in demand. But if we are
ready to wait for the declared F-16s

for several months, how many months
or years should we wait for everything
else?

Waiting alone is not enough, and in
the end, it will soon turn out that 2-3
squadrons of F-16s are not enough to
win. The world must realize that fascist
Russia must be crushed. And prefera-
bly sooner than in 15-20 years.
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DOWN WITH THE IMPERIAL
CRUTCHES

Anton Shramenko

“Ukraine must undergo de-impe-
rialization or decolonization and full
restoration of Ukrainian historical
and national toponymy, distorted
beyond recognition and erased
from our map by the former totali-
tarian regime.” This is the text of the
explanatory note to the draft law
No. 7253 “On Amendments to the
Law of Ukraine ‘On Geographical
Names’ on Decolonization of Place
Names and Regulation of the Use of
Geographical Names in Ukrainian
Settlements.”

This law was signed by President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy on April 22,
and it came into force the same day.

We talked to historian and politi-
cian Volodymyr Viatrochvych about
the importance of this law and the
global process of liberating Ukraine
from the postcolonial syndrome.

- n 2014, Ukraine began the pro-
cess ofdecommunization at the state
level. Obviously, decommunization
is ongoing. And here we are already
talking about decolonization. What
is the difference between these two
processes? And what will serve us as
an understanding that we have suc-
ceeded, that we have gotten rid of
the scab of the imperial past?

Globally, this is one process, the
process of getting rid of some foreign
ideological layers. This process is re-
ally divided into two stages. First, it is
necessary to get rid of the communist
layers that kept us under the influence
of the communist ideology of the Sovi-
et past. And the next stage is to get rid
of the Russian imperial heritage. This
heritage is used by Russia to restore its
influence on Ukraine, to bring it back to
its imperial structures. These are two
stages of essentially the same glob-
al process, they are similar. They are
even similar in that they both started
as civic initiatives that were later taken
up as state policy. Decommunization
began with a spontaneous process
of toppling Soviet monuments during
the Maidan, then in April 2015 a law
was passed, and the state joined the
process. So is decolonization. In fact,
it began when society felt the need to
get rid of ties to the pro-Russian past.
This became especially pronounced
after the invasion in ‘22. And the law

“On Geographical Names” allows the

state to join this process. The law itself
provides for getting rid of names and
monuments that link us to Russia. This
procedure should be completed with-
in a year. But of course, getting rid of
the postcolonial heritage on a national
scale involves a number of other very
important initiatives.

It is absolutely clear that the law on
the Functioning of the Ukrainian Lan-
guage as the State Language, which
was adopted in 2019, plays a crucial
role in these processes. In the same
context, there were other laws that pro-
vided for the introduction of mandatory
quotas for the use of Ukrainian content
on radio and television. And now there
have been changes to the calendar of
public holidays — we no longer cele-
brate Victory Day with Russia. | would
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like to see this happen eventually, sys-
tematically. At the Ukrainian Institute
of National Memory, when | headed
it, we drafted a bill that provided for
a complete streamlining of the hol-
iday calendar. | hope that we will also
return to it and pass a corresponding
law that will make sure that Ukrainians
do not live in sync with the aggressor
state, which uses this synchronization
to strengthen its imperial influence.
That is, this is a whole set of measures
that, on the one hand, aim to fence us
off from Russian influence, and on the
other hand, to stimulate the production
of Ukrainian cultural content. In this
context, the law on the creation of the
Ukrainian Cultural Foundation, which
would accumulate state resources to
support Ukrainian culture, is also very
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important. In the same context, the ac-
tivities of the Ukrainian Book Institute
and the Ukrainian Institute of National
Memory, which launched the process
of rethinking the past, are important.
And again, in the context of decoloni-
zation, we pay a lot of attention to the
true history of Ukraine, the history of
the South, which, unfortunately, is
still perceived by many in the context
of the history of the Russian Empire.
The south of Ukraine allegedly ap-
peared only after Catherine the Great
and other Russian emperors arrived
there. This is certainly not true; these
are only the territories that belonged
to the Cossack state and the Crimean
Khanate. This is also a part of history
that needs to be returned, and itis also
decolonization.

As you can see, all of this is a large-
scale process of Ukraine’s self-dis-
covery. And this is, in principle, char-
acteristic of many postcolonial states,
which, having gotten rid of this colonial
dependence, begin to find themselves
in the past, and thus find themselves
in the present. Obviously, it is thanks
to this that it is possible to form their
own special, own future. Without this,
unfortunately, even mere political in-
dependence from the empire does not
guarantee that colonial dependence
will disappear.

- From your words, it is clear that
this is a very complex and multi-level
process. You, at your level, were one
of its driving forces. Did you feel that
society was somewhat unprepared
for a full-scale invasion? It seemed
that Lenin had been overthrown all
over Ukraine, but people did not want
to stop living according to the Soviet
holiday calendar. Did society have
any influence on slowing down the
process of decolonization?

Of course, inthe South and East, this
was perceived as hostile. But in Cen-
tral Ukraine, these processes contin-
ued even before the full-scale invasion.
But now the situation has changed for
the better. The southern and eastern
regions have also become actively in-
volved. Before the full-scale invasion,
the biggest threat to these processes
was still political forces, and to be spe-
cific, the ruling party, the Servant of the
People. Because let me remind you
that in 2019 they won the elections un-
der the slogan “what’s the difference”,
believing that all this decolonization
policy implemented by the previous
government led by Poroshenko was
unnecessary, unnecessary. In ‘19, this
was the decisive factor why | decided
to go to parliament, just to protect it,
to prevent any rollbacks in this topic.

And | believe we succeeded. It was
quite difficult at times, because the
law on the functioning of the Ukrainian
language was under attack. There
were dozens of attempts to change its
norms, even very brutal attempts that
led to confrontations in the parliament,
and people even took to the streets to
defend these processes. Well, in the
end, they defended them. And now the
situation has changed. There are now
many people in the ruling party who
are ready to join the decolonization
process, and they have become our
allies in this.

- So we can predict that the laws
necessary to support decolonization
will continue to be adopted? Or was it
just a moment, and after the aggres-
sion is over, there is a danger that
this process will stall again?

There are very tangible changes in
society now. A part of society is even
more radical in demanding decoloni-
zation. Part of society has just begun
to support it. The part of society that
was very pro-Russian, at least for now,
has become quiet, does not show its
pro-Russian sentiments. The changes
in society are very noticeable. For me,
Zelensky’s decision to abandon May
9 was a marker that the government
has also taken a course for a certain
change in humanitarian policy. A year
ago, my proposal was met with re-
marks that we would never be able to
do this in any case. A year ago, Presi-
dent Zelensky, speaking on May 9, said
that this is a very important holiday for
us. We will not give anyone to him. The
leadership of the Institute of Nation-
al Remembrance made statements
about the untimeliness of such initia-

tives. And this year, we have a situation
where the President took my bill word
for word and submitted it to the parlia-
ment on his own behalf. And the posi-
tion of the Institute of National Memory
and the majority in parliament immedi-
ately changed. Even ifit was only in this
way, it is evidence of serious changes.
For me, this attitude towards May 9 is
one of the most important markers of
how seriously we are ready to give up
Russia’s influence on Ukraine.

So, if there is no occupation of
Ukrainian territories by Russia, no one
will return the dismantled monuments.
| said this about the monuments to Le-
nin, and the same can be said about
the monuments to Catherine and other
imperial figures. This really happened.
These monuments are being restored
only in the temporarily occupied terri-
tories. If we win this war, it is obvious
that there will be no complete rollback.
But any partial rollback, that is, some
kind of return of some Ukrainians to
their usual life, in which Russian cul-
ture played a certain role, will probably
happen. But it will not go that far. In
any case, | am sure that this leap that
we are making now will ensure a fairly
serious advancement. But in gener-
al, as a historian, | know that any so-
ciety is characterized by the principle
of two steps forward, half a step back
because of some kind of fatigue, but
there is still a stage passed and a real
tendency to move forward. Therefore,
despite the fact that | understand that
some slowdown is possible, thanks
to the confident Ukrainization that
is taking place now, even with set-
backs, the decolonization movement
will be perfectly secured in the future.
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’JOB, WHERE CAN | FIND YOU?’

HOW THE LABOR MARKET HAS CHANGED DURING THE WAR

Karyna Nikitishina

During the year of full-scale war,
hundreds of thousands of Ukraini-
ans lost their jobs or experienced a
decrease in wages, were forced to
leave the country, or learned to sur-
vive with the least amount of money.
Some were forced to completely
change their occupation, and some
found themselves below the pover-
ty line. But the labor market is grad-
ually recovering to pre-war levels.

The Work.ua portal writes that the
full-scale invasion has caused the
largest labor crisis in Ukraine since in-
dependence. By February 24, employ-
ers were posting more than 100,000
vacancies per month, with the largest
number of vacancies in regional cen-
ters and Kyiv region. Due to people
leaving for the western regions in an
attempt to escape the constant shell-
ing and save their lives, in 2023, the
largest number of jobs can be seen
in Zakarpattia, Lviv, and Chernivtsi re-
gions, as reported by one of the largest
job search sites, OLX Work.

However, according to available
statistics, it can be argued that the
indicators are gradually reaching
pre-war levels: in March, the share of
vacancies posted was almost 75%.
Also, due to the increase in vacancies
from employers, competition for jobs
among job seekers is decreasing. The
lowest competition is observed for the
positions of narrowly specialized spe-
cialists: these are doctors (cardiologist,
ultrasound doctor, etc.), toolmakers,
miners and diesel engineers. But for
representatives of other skilled profes-
sions, the situation was quite difficult.

The main Kyiv City Employment
Center says that almost 80% of peo-
ple seeking help finding a job have
a university degree and were office
workers-some even held managerial
positions. Today, however, laborers
and unskilled professions are more in
demand on the labor market. If a per-
son applies for help at a district em-
ployment center, they will most likely
be offered a completely different posi-
tion that will not relate to their specialty
or previous work experience. Finding
a job in your specialty has become
much more difficult during the war.

In addition, there has been a signif-
icant decrease in demand for labor in
the financial and insurance sectors,

construction, and air transport. The
hardest jobs to find are in tourism, lei-
sure and entertainment: during the
war, most people are notin demand for
such things, and many simply cannot
afford vacations due to lack of mon-
ey. One of the areas that continues to
develop despite the war is IT, because
employees in this industry are not tied
to a specific workplace: they can work
remotely anywhere. Big Data, robotics
development, agriculture, and mecha-
nical engineering also remain highly
paid. Skilled workers with experience
in performing complex tasks have al-
ways been offered a decent level of
pay. Knowledge of a foreign language
and the ability to work in stressful sit-
uations are also requirements that
employers often set for applicants. It
is believed that after the victory, there
will be an increase in demand in the
construction, utilities, transportation,
temporary accommodation and cater-
ing, and real estate sectors, which is
associated with the post-war recovery
of the country.

The full-scale invasion resulted in
some regional differences in the labor
market: a large number of businesses
were destroyed, and many of the survi-
vors moved to safer regions. According
to the Ministry of Reintegration of the
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Temporarily Occupied Territories, in
April 2023 alone, about 800 compa-
nies changed their location: more than
200 of them originated from Kharkiv
region. Lviv region became the most
attractive region for entrepreneurs,
accounting for 24% of all relocated
companies. This indicates that the la-
bor market is still gradually adapting to
martial law. Also, according to Work.ua,
the number of vacancies in Ukraine is
approaching 80% of the average level
of 2021, but the number of resumes
exceeds the average by only 10%.
Everyone has the opportunity to
view the list of vacancies both on the
portal of the State Employment Center
and offline at the district office at their
place of residence. However, it should
be borne in mind that the list at the
center will always be narrower than the
actual number of jobs available: not all
employers submit reports on job needs
in good faith, which led to a sharp in-
crease in the number of unofficial jobs
during the war. As a result, job search
sites remain the most popular among
Ukrainians. As a result, more and more
citizens are finding work unofficially,
making it impossible to accurately cal-
culate unemployment in the country.
Currently, the official number of un-
employed in Ukraine is 139,000, which
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is 55% less than in February 2022. Of
this number, 100,000 are women and
39,000 are men. The largest number
is registered in the frontline regions
and areas of active hostilities — Khar-
kiv, Zaporizhzhia, and Dnipro regions.
It is worth noting that the State Em-
ployment Service can only publish
data on the number of people who
have officially applied for job search
assistance. Hidden unemployment
has become widespread — when a
person is employed but does not re-
ceive a salary, or has been sent on un-
paid leave.

Most often, the unemployed are of-
fered jobs in sales, tractor operations,
gastronomy, driving, cashiering, sew-
ing, hairdressing, and welding. Among
the modern and sought-after qualifi-
cations, the unemployed are offered
training in professions such as piloting
unmanned aerial vehicles, expertise
in thermal modernization systems for
buildings, and courses in basic agri-
culture.

Predicting the exact rise or fall in
unemployment over the years is virtu-
ally impossible, as its results depend
on the duration of the hostilities. Ac-
cording to preliminary estimates by
the Ministry of Economy of Ukraine,
the number of unemployed is expect-
ed to reach 2.8 million in 2023, three
times more than in 2021. This may be
caused by the return of Ukrainian citi-
zens from abroad.

The drop in wages across the coun-
try occurred almost immediately, in
the first months of the war. The best
situation remains in Kyiv, where wag-
es were high even before the war. The
Kyiv Employment Center said that
before the war, the average salary of
a Kyivan was 25,000 UAH, and now it
is somewhat lower. But this applies
to those people who have kept their
jobs since the beginning of the war. If
we calculate the average salary for va-
cancies in the database of employ-
ment centers as of today, it is only
about 11,500 UAH.

The National Bank of Ukraine as-
sumes that by the end of 2023, nom-
inal wages will increase by as much
as 21.9%. However, it should be un-
derstood that along with the level of
wages, food and housing prices are
also rising, so the increase in real
wages will be only 3.7%. For compar-
ison, Work.ua reports that the avera-
ge salary in the capital is 18,500 UAH.
If a person does not have his or her
own home and family, about 7,383
UAH will have to be spent on renting
a one-bedroom apartment, which is
40% of the total salary. The record

price for such an apartment is 13,123
UAH in Zakarpattia region, where the
average salary is only 15,000 UAH.

The Minister for Reintegration of
the Temporarily Occupied Territories,
Iryna Vereshchuk, said that the gov-
ernment is already planning to recruit
motivated specialists to work on the
future restoration of the de-occupied
territories: “We need tens of thou-
sands of motivated, patriotic special-
ists. The state must give them a clear
motivational line. They must under-
stand what they will do, for what mon-
ey, and what security component the
state guarantees.”

According to the government’s
plans, 10,000 internally displaced per-
sons can be retrained at the expense
of the state. “We understand that the
state should make efforts to employ
IDPs. We should use the opportunity to
retrain them. For this purpose, we ha-
ve avoucher program,” says Ms. Iryna.

Citizens will be issued a special
voucher that can be used to master
one of 123 professions, it will fully or
partially cover training and retraining in
another specialty; it can also be used
to improve skills or move to the next
level of education. The voucher can be
obtained at the district employment
center.

In addition, more than 10,000 jobs
will soon be available through the

eRobota program. The work will be
provided by entrepreneurs who have
received government grants for the
development of greenhouse farming,
horticulture and berry growing: they
need workers for seasonal work.

Ukrainians need to remember that a
large proportion of men and women of
working age have voluntarily left their
jobs to join the Armed Forces. When
the war is over, most of these people
will want to return to civilian life, but
employers are not always ready to hire
military personnel or people with dis-
abilities. To help former servicemen
and women find jobs, the government
plans to expand compensation pro-
grams for employers for hiring military
personnel. Deputy Minister of Econo-
my Tetiana Berezhna emphasized: “We
are currently discussing various op-
tions for such programs with business-
es and, based on a survey conducted
among them, we found that more than
80% of employers are ready to hire
people with disabilities, and 90% of
employers are willing to employ veter-
ans in their companies. Some employ-
ers will need financial support from the
state, in particular in the form of com-
pensation for the costs of arranging a
workplace for a person with a disability,
paying for the training of such employ-
ees, and providing them with psycho-
logical support.”
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UKRAINIAN NEWS

Total enemy combat losses

According to the General Staff, total
enemy combat losses from February
24,2022 to May 30, 2023 are approxi-
mately as follows:

personnel —about 207, 910 people
were eliminated,

tanks - 3,802 units,

armored personnel carriers — 7,472
units,

artillery systems — 3,460 units,

MLRS - 575 units,

air defense systems — 333 units,

aircraft — 313 units,

helicopters — 298 units,

operational and tactical level UAVs —
3,124 units,

cruise missiles — 1107 units,

ships and boats — 18 units,

motor vehicles and tankers — 6,230
units,
special equipment — 454 units.

Council of Europe
summit supports

Ukrainian "peace

formula”

The participants of the fourth Coun-
cil of Europe summit approved a final
resolution in which they expressed
political support for Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy's "peace formula.”

In addition, the participating coun-
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tries supported a number of other ini-
tiatives related to Russia's war against
Ukraine. In particular, they welcomed
the progress in establishing a Special
Tribunal for the Russian leadership
and called on the authorities of the oc-
cupying country to release Ukrainian
citizens, including deported Ukrainian
children.

Britain announces
that it will provide
Ukraine with attack
drones and long-
range missiles

The UK will send hundreds of long-
range missiles and attack drones to
Ukraine in addition to the Storm Shad-
ow cruise missiles announced last
week. The BBC corrected the informa-
tion about hundreds of long-range mis-
siles. The report now says hundreds of
air defense missiles.

It is noted that this step means that
the United Kingdom is going further
than any other country in providing
weapons that could potentially tilt the
battlefield in favor of Ukraine. Defense
Secretary Wallace said that military
assistance from Britain will be there so
that the West is not tempted to force
Ukraine to make concessions.

Zelenskiy said it was also important
for the West to send fighter jets. But
the prime minister said that providing
fighter jets is "not an easy thing to do,”
although he added that the UK would
be "a key part of the coalition countries”
that would provide such support.

State Department
calls the transfer
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of F-16s to Ukraine
a priority for the
United States

The issue of supplying Ukraine with
F-16 fighter jets is a priority for the US
government.

This was announced during a brief-
ing by U.S. State Department spokes-
man Matthew Miller. According to him,
the allies will work on implementing the
plan to transfer the aircraft in the com-
ing months.

in the coming months. The Biden
administration also informed Europe-
an allies that the United States would
not block the transfer of F-16 fighters
to Ukraine — The Washington Post.

As a reminder, on May 21, US Presi-
dent Joe Biden officially confirmed that
the US Army would begin training the
Ukrainian military to work with Western
fighters, and today, the head of Euro-
pean diplomacy, Josep Borrell, said
that training for F-16 pilots had already
begun.

NATO Parliamen-
tary Assemblyrec-
ognizes Russia's
crimes against
Ukraine as geno-
cide

The NATO Parliamentary Assem-
bly has recognized Russia's crimes
against Ukraine as genocide and the
terrorist regime in Russia as racism.

This was announced by the Head of
the Permanent Delegation of Ukraine
to the NATO PA, Yegor Chernev, on
Facebook.

"At the session of the Assembly in

Luxembourg, we have achieved the
adoption of an extremely strong dec-
laration that will have far-reaching
political consequences,” he said in a
statement.

Chernev added that the NATO PA
called on their governments to openly
announce at the summit in Vilnius that
Ukraine will become a member of the
Alliance and to agree on the next con-
crete steps for Ukraine's accession to
the Alliance.

"This is our diplomatic victory. All of
our key wishes regarding the final text
of the declaration have been taken
into account. It includes support for
the international tribunal, assistance
to Ukraine before and after the victory,
condemnation of the ideology of rac-
ism, restoration of territorial integrity,
sanctions, reparations, the Marshall
Plan, and much more,” the head of the
delegation emphasized.

As a reminder, the US Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation and American
companies are helping Ukraine collect
evidence of Russian war crimes.

Ukraine is officially
admitted to one of
the NATO agencies

Ukraine has officially joined the
NATO Cyber Defense Cooperation
Center (CCDCOE).

This was reported by the press ser-
vice of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Today, the Ukrainian flag was raised
near the headquarters of the Cyber
Center, which is located in Tallinn. Ac-
cording to the Foreign Ministry, this
means Ukraine's official accession to
the agency.

The agency was established in 2008.
It specializes in analysis, information
exchange, and training in cyber de-
fense. In March last year, the Center's
member states unanimously support-
ed granting Ukraine the status of a
CCDCOE member state.

It is worth noting that Ukraine is also
countering Russia's aggression in the
cyber domain. Thus, cyber specialists
from the Security Service of Ukraine
have neutralized more than 500 at-
tacks by Russian hackers this year.

The Air Force con-
firms shooting
down a Kinzhal
missile

During a night attack on May 4,
Ukrainian air defense for the first time
shot down a Russian X-47 Kinzhal hy-
personic missile.

This was confirmed on Telegram by
the commander of the Air Force of the
Armed Forces of Ukraine, Lieutenant
General Mykola Oleshchuk.

According to him, the missile was
shot down on May 4 during a night at-
tack in the sky of Kyiv region. "l con-
gratulate the Ukrainian people on a
historic event! Yes, we shot down the

'unparalleled’ Kinzhal! It happened

during a night attack on May 4 in the
sky of Kyiv region. The X-47 missile
was fired by a MiG-31K from the ter-
ritory of Russia,” the statement said.
It should be added that the Ukrainian
military managed to shoot down the
hypersonic missile thanks to the Patri-
ot anti-aircraft missile system.

Which countries
have already sup-
ported the creation
of a special tribu-
nal for Russia

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy visited the International
Criminal Court in The Hague, where
Putin will be tried in the future. In his
speech at the court, Zelenskyy once
again called for the creation of an in-
ternational tribunal for Russia, using
the experience of the Nuremberg tri-
als: this would establish a tradition of
inevitable punishment for aggression,
which would ensure that it would not be
repeated. At the same time, the Pres-
ident emphasized that it is important
to create a full-fledged tribunal, not a
hybrid one. In general, the idea of the
tribunal is supported by at least three
dozen countries, see the infographic
for more details
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IS IT BILHOROD OR BELGOROD?

Lisa Hots

On May 22, 2023, a counterterror-
ist operation (CTO) regime was intro-
duced in the Belgorod region, local
governor Vyacheslav Gladkov said.
The regional authorities reported nu-
merous shelling of the territory, but
there is no exact information on who
is behind these hostilities. At the same
time, the Ukrainian media is already
full of information about the so-called
“Liberation of Belgorod”. | would also
like to make a remark that Belgorod
was symbolically “liberated” on the
birthday of Simon Petliura.

What exactly happened? On May 22,
a representative of the Defense Minis-
try’s Main Intelligence Directorate, An-
drey Yusov, announced a special oper-
ation in the Belgorod region. It is being
carried out by Russian volunteers from
the Freedom of Russia Legion and the
Russian Volunteer Corps, which are
part of the International Legion of the
TRO of Ukraine and are formed of for-
mer members of the Russian Armed
Forces and other Russians, and some-
times Belarusians who have sided with
Ukraine. The purpose of the event is
to create a “security strip” to protect
Ukrainian civilians.

After this “surprise,” the Russians
urgently began to remove all nucle-
ar supplies from the region: “There is
even additional information on evacu-
ation measures. The Bilhorod-22 facil-
ity, a nuclear munitions storage facility,
was also urgently evacuated by the
Russians from the area near Hraivo-
ron (a city on the border with Ukraine
—ed.),” the DIU representative said.

And the funniest thing is that the
Russian leadership, as always, claims:
“Everything is under control, everything
is going according to plan, we are not
worried.”

Of course, given this news, Ukrainian
jokers created many memes and pho-
to jabs that spread rapidly on social
media: “On behalf of Putin, Peskov
expressed concern about the situation
in the DPR,” “Belgorod is returning to
its home harbor,” “Nova Poshta offic-
es will start working in the DPR imme-
diately after stabilization measures,”
“Seriously, what do we need with the
DPR? Can you imagine teaching a mil-
lion adults to go to the toilet instead of
in a hole or from a balcony?”, “Every-
one always promises to start a new
life on Monday. What about Belgorod?
Belgorod also wants to. So he started.
Respect,” and so on.
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What secrets does the city of Bel-
gorod or Belgorod hide? | propose to
delve into the history to dot the i’'s and
cross thet’s.

The Belgorod region, which is lo-
cated in the southeast of Russia, has
a rich history connected with Ukraine.
That is why we are interested in this city
and region, and that is why the Ukraini-
ans reacted so strongly.

Back in the days of Russia, the terri-
tory of modern Bilhorod was a vibrant
place. At that time, the Bilhorod region
was part of the Chernihiv principal-
ity. And the city itself was the second
(like Vyshhorod) significant suburb of
the capital of Kyivan Rus. According to
written sources, it was built around the
twelfth and thirteenth centuries, which
means that Bilhorod has long been
inhabited by Ukrainians. Ukrainian
traditions developed in this city, peo-
ple spoke and wrote in Ukrainian, and
thought in Ukrainian.

But despite its long history, the Rus-
sians consider 1593 to be the official
date of Bilhorod’s foundation. The fact
is that in the second half of the six-
teenth century, the Bilhorod land dis-
trict, which at that time belonged to the
Ukrainian Cossack army, lost its auton-
omy and became part of the Moscow
kingdom. One of the most important
factors was the strengthening of Mus-
covy’s influence on Ukrainian lands in
the context of the conflicts of the time.
For example, at that time, the Cos-
sack Rada was fragmented and torn
apart by internal contradictions, which
weakened its defense capabilities. The
Moscow state, in turn, used this mo-
ment to strengthen its influence and
annex Ukrainian territories. Doesn’t it
remind you of anything?

In general, Bilhorod has often
“changed its citizenship” because of

a very kind neighbor who has always
been concerned about the fact that
Ukrainian-speaking citizens live and
develop freely somewhere near it.

However, if we look at a story that is
more relevant to the present, | would
like to recall November 7, 1917, when
the Central Rada of Ukraine pro-
claimed the Third Universal. It stated:

“The final determination of the borders
of the Ukrainian People’s Republic,
both in terms of the annexation of parts
of Kursk, Kholm, Voronezh, and adja-
cent provinces and regions where the
majority of the population is Ukrainian,
should be established by the consent
of the organized will of the peoples.” —
As we can see, nothing is mentioned
about Bilhorod. However, our “hero
was located in the “adjacent” territo-
ries.

And on March 6, 1918, a law was
passed on the new administrative-ter-
ritorial division of Ukraine, and the Bel-
gorod region was already designated
as the territory of the Ukrainian Peo-
ple’s Republic.

On April 10, 1918, the UPR troops
liberated Belgorod and established
Ukrainian rule there. In the same year,
the law “On the Administrative and Ter-
ritorial Division of Ukraine” was adopt-
ed, according to which the Belgorod
district was included in the lands of
Donetsk and Kharkiv regions. The city
opened a customs office, Ukrainian
schools, and a Ukrainian press. For a
short time, Belgorod even managed
to become the “capital” of Bolshevik
Ukraine. “The Provisional Workers’ and
Peasants’ Government granted the
city this status through a special de-

18

However, the Bolsheviks quickly
realized their mistake. They stormed
Bilhorod several times. At the end of
1918, the Reds were able to accumu-
late enough forces. An eight-hour-long
assault on the city began, after which
the Ukrainian forces had to leave. Bol-
shevik troops entered Bilhorod and

“returned” the city to Russia. Only on
February 7, 1919, did official Kharkiv re-
cognize the territory of the Belgorod
district as part of the Kursk province.

By the way, this is the reason why
there is a large number of Ukrainian
place names in the region. For ex-
ample, the village of Kosharivka, the
village of Chernyanka, and the village
of Hrushivka. Graivoron, which in mid-
May was on the lips of all Ukrainians - it
is impossible to pronounce it correctly
in Russian. That is, it is a name that is
generally designed for the softened
letter “g”. At the same time, there are
a huge number of streets named af-
ter Ukrainians. In Belgorod, there is
Bohdan Khmelnytsky Avenue, for ex-
ample, and there are a huge number of
Sumy and Kharkiv streets. These are
all toponymic variations and demon-
strate their connection to Sloboda
Ukraine.

In addition, in the Ukrainian litera-
ture of the time, the name of the city
was pronounced Bilhorod and written
as Bbaropogs. Thus, the question of
whether the name of the city is spelled
with an “i” or “e” isresolved! Nowadays,

one can often hear the opinion that the
name of Bilhorod is supposedly con-

ctop.15
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[is it Bilhorod or Belgorod? ]
from page 12

nected with a white stone fortress that
once existed here, but this is incorrect.
Local residents still lovingly call their
city “Bilohiria”.

At the same time, you probably have
a question: Have people been asked
under whose rule they want to be? Do
they want to be annexed to Russia if
their roots are in Ukraine?

The answer is obvious: Ukrainians in
Bilhorod wanted to remain Ukrainians.
They wanted to preserve their national
identity and defend their rights. There
were cases of mass resistance, includ-
ing armed resistance, against the Rus-
sian annexation. Such protests were
suppressed by the Russian authorities,
but they demonstrated the deep patri-
otic feelings and struggle of Ukrainians
for their national identity.

St. Andrew’s Uprising of 1768-1771:
This was one of the largest uprisings

against Russian rule in the Ukrainian
lands. Led by Cossacks and peasants,
battles and anti-Russian actions took
place in various regions, including the
Bilhorod region.

Ukrainian national revival in the late
19th and early 20th centuries: During
this period, Ukrainians in the Bilhorod
region and in Ukraine as a whole ac-
tively fought for their national rights,
learned the Ukrainian language, or-
ganized cultural and educational insti-
tutions, and published Ukrainian-lan-
guage newspapers and magazines.
This period was a time of active strug-
gle for Ukrainian identity and national
identity.

In the course of many years of Rus-
sification and blood-mixing, the Mus-
covites failed to “finally resolve the
Ukrainian issue” in the Bilhorod re-
gion. And already at the beginning of
the twentieth century, approximately
40% of Ukrainians lived in the coun-
ties that are now part of the Bilhorod

region. Even today, there are some vil-
lages with almost one hundred percent
ethnic Ukrainian population, and the
Ukrainian language is widely used in
everyday life. Even the “Russian” lan-
guage of the urban population is richly
enriched with Ukrainianisms.

Well, this brings our discussion to
a logical conclusion. No matter how
further events develop, we must real-
ize that history is cyclical. And the fact
that Russia is illegally annexing other
people’s lands and forcibly Russifying
the population is unchangeable.

And no matter who carried out the
“Graivoronskaya operation” and on
whose orders, it has shown the vul-
nerability of the Russian border, the
dubious effectiveness of expensive
defense lines, and will probably lead to
the dispersal of Russian forces, which
will now be forced to cover not only
the front line but also seemingly safe
regions.
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WHO WILL PROTECT
UKRAINIAN CHILDREN?

Myroslav Hrekh

On June 1, the world celebrates In-
ternational Children’s Day. This is one
of the oldest international holidays,
and it was introduced to draw attention
to the problems of observing children’s
rights and protecting their health. The
decision to hold such a holiday was
made at a session of the International
Democratic Federation of Women held
in Paris in 1949. The Children’s Day
was initiated in response to the fate
of children who lost their parents and
homes during World War II.

The following year, on June 1, this ho-
liday was celebrated for the first time
in 50 countries. Since then, it has be-
come a large-scale and annual event.
This year is the 74" time the world cel-
ebrates it. The welfare of children, their
protection from violence and disad-
vantage have become the focus of at-
tention of the general public, organiza-
tions and government agencies.

International Children’s Day has its
own symbol. It is a green flag depict-
ing our planet with children of different
races and nationalities holding hands
around it.

And now, 81 years later, war has
come to the European continent
again. This time, a new aggressor,
the Russian fascist Nazis, set foot on
Ukrainian soil from the east. Broken
homes, destroyed infrastructure, en-
tire towns and villages turned into ruins,
hundreds and thousands of killed and
wounded adults and children, anxi-
ety and horror settled in the hearts of
Ukrainians. There is also a terrible an-
ger at the Muscovites and a desire for
retribution. According to the Office of
the Prosecutor General of Ukraine, as
of March 30, 2023, 466 children were
killed and more than 943 were wound-
ed. People began to flee the war: more
than 14 million fled their homes, 8 mil-
lion became internally displaced, and
the rest went abroad, seeking refuge in
European countries — most of all in Po-
land (1.5 million) and Germany (1 mil-
lion). During this time, about 7 million
people returned home, and 1.2 million
remained living abroad. Such a large
movement of masses of people, and
more than half of them are children, is
always a tragedy, it is a fate, anxiety
of roads, suffering in travel, which is

most traumatizing for the psyche and
undermines the health of children. The
number of missing adults and chil-
dren during this war is unknown. There
were 187 cases of sexual crimes, 13
of them against children. During the
offensive, the Nazis cleaned out hous-
es and killed everyone, including chil-
dren. Wagnerian executioners such as
Azamat Uldarov and Oleksiy Savichev
shot more than 20 children and teen-
agers. As of May 1, 2023, National Po-
lice investigators have opened 74,400
criminal proceedings for war crimes,
including crimes committed against
children. 4,000 cases have been sent
to the courts.

Russia is resorting to another crime —
the abduction and transfer of Ukrainian
children to the aggressor’s territory.
The Presidential Commissioner for
Children’s Rights, Daria Gerasymchuk,
said that as of April 22 this year, more
than 20,000 children had been taken
from the temporarily occupied territo-
ries (TOT) to Russia. At the same time,
the actual number of deported minors
may reach several hundred thousand.
According to her, Muscovites con-
duct forced medical examinations of
children to select the healthiest ones.
Then they give them “strange, scary
diagnoses,” after which they are al-
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legedly taken to Russia for treatment.
They don’t say where they are being
taken until the very end. Then they are
brought to re-education camps, where
children are taught that they are Rus-
sians and Ukraine does not need them,
they are tried to break them complete-
ly, and everything is done to make the
child hate their own parents. Children
are often given Russian documents,
changing their biographical data, and
then placed in Russian families. There
are more than 70 such camps in Russia
and Crimea. Children are constantly
being moved so that they cannot be
found. This is a war and humanitarian
crime. Realizing that children are the
future of the country, the racists are
trying to deprive Ukraine of this future.
Thisis a genocide against the Ukrainian
people, which is punishable by death.
In October 2022, the Regional Center
for Human Rights, together with the
Lemkin Institute, qualified the transfer
of Ukrainian children as genocide. The
transfer of children to the aggressor’s
territory is a model that has existed in
many genocides around the world.
Accordingly, on March 17, 2023.
the International Criminal Court (ICC)
issued an arrest warrant for Russian
President Putin and Russian Ombuds-
man Levova-Belova. They are suspect-
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ed of illegally deporting and displacing
Ukrainian children.

On April 5 this year, 49 countries in
a joint statement condemned Russia
at a UN Security Council meeting over
the alleged legal grounds for the ab-
duction of Ukrainian children from the
TOT. The United Kingdom blocked the
broadcast of Levova-Belova’s speech
on UN resources, calling on her to
answer for her actions in court in The
Hague. The world has received a sig-
nal that the Russian regime is criminal.
Now let world leaders think twice be-
fore shaking hands with these crimi-
nals or sitting down with them at the
negotiating table. In December 2022,
Putin “ruled” that children under the
age of 14 living in the TOT are now Rus-
sian citizens. This is another crime of
forced change of citizenship that also
requires punishment and has not yet
been identified by the ICC.

The ICC’s issuance of arrest war-
rants for Russian leaders made it pos-
sible to return the abducted children
home. To date, 364 children have been
returned. Save Ukraine has carried
out 5 missions so far: their parents fol-
lowed the children to occupied Crimea
and the Russian Federation. They com-
municated directly with the leadership
of the camps, because at the official
level, Russia does not make contact
about the return of Ukrainian children.
Muscovy continues to create obsta-
cles to the return of children. With each
mission, the number of hours of inter-
rogation by the FSB and the trials that
Ukrainian families go through to get
their children back increases. Russian
leaders realize that every child who re-
turns is proof of their crimes.

To date, 364 children have been re-
turned to Ukraine. First of all, we man-
age to return those children who have
relatives or guardians. The situation
with orphans is more complicated. The
Kremlin is not responding to Ukraine’s
request to return 4,500 orphans.

The stories of children who have
returned home are touching. Here is
the story of a boy, Serhiy, who was de-
tained near Mariupol: “My mother died,
my father was killed. They told him they
were taking him to Donetsk, and then
they took him to Russia. To return to
his homeland, he said that his sister
lives in Zaporizhzhia, and they said that

“we are not interested”. After that, they
gathered a group of children and took
them to Rostov, and Lviv-Belova met
this group and took them to Moscow.
They made a video of them thanking
the “liberators”. And then they were
distributed to families. Serhiy was the
5" in the family, they didn’t communi-

cate with him, didn’t care about him,
didn’t ask him what he needed.”

And here is the story of another boy,
Vitaliy, who is 16 years old and was ille-
gally taken by Russians from Beryslav,
Kherson region, to a “re-education”
camp in Crimea. Vitaliy walks into the
room at the center of the charity orga-
nization, somewhat confused, and sits
down next to his mother. He has only
been in Kyiv for a few days, and this
is the first time he has met his family
in more than six months. He is one of
those children who were forcibly re-
moved from the temporarily occupied
territories of Ukraine by Russia. How
did he get there? The headmistress of
Vitaliy’s school in Beryslav, Kherson
region, called the children to go to the
sea in Crimea. It was the end of Sep-
tember, and the occupation authorities
had not started school. The decision to
leave had to be made immediately, and
the parents were pressured to sign the
permission. Inna, Vitaliy’s mother, gave
in to her son’s desire to go, although
she had her doubts: what camp? It’s
already October, will the children wear
boots for 2 weeks? The children came
from Beryslav and other nearby villag-
es. Inna said: “l was surprised that par-
ents sent very young children on vaca-
tion, there were even five-year-olds in
the group.” At the Mechta sanatorium
in Yevpatoria, the children did have the
promised 2 weeks of vacation - they
went to the sea, to the amusement
park and to the zoo. According to Vi-
taliy, the management of the sanato-
rium asked us to avoid political topics
in order not to create conflicts. But in
2 weeks, everything changed - they
were told that this camp was closing,
pack your things, tomorrow you will
be transferred to another camp. Vitalii
explains: “In the morning, we take the
bus, and it’s a block away. We arrive,
and | see wooden windows with bars. |
said, “What kind of prison is this,” and
went into the room — no outlet, no ta-

ble, no pillowcases. In this camp, the
boy says, political re-education of chil-
dren began. The children were forced
to sing the Russian anthem and were
sent to the basement for any signs of
Ukrainianness. At least an hour a day
was devoted to political talks. They
were conducted by Valeriy Astakhov,
according to the Insider publication, a
former Berkut officer who intimidated
Ukrainian children in these camps. Ac-
cording to Vitaliy, he repeated: “l don’t
want to hear you say that you are from
Ukraine. You should say that you were
born in Russia. Ukrainians are terror-
ists, they kill people. You were kicked
out of Ukraine.” The school principal
promised Vitaliy’s mother that her son
would be brought back in two weeks.
But when they passed, new reasons
began to appear why the child was
not returned. Wait, he will be brought,
wait, they are making lists. “Week af-
ter week, | told the director, ‘I will live
under your doorstep, solve the issue
of my child’s departure,’”” says Inna. In-
stead of answering, the director disap-
peared with the documents. In the end,
his older sister took the boy under a
power of attorney, because his mother
could not leave her other children and
come to Crimea. This is how our chil-
dren are treated on the way out.

Darya Kasyanova, program direc-
tor of SOS Children’s Villages Ukraine
and head of the board of the Ukrainian
Child Rights Network, said: “The situ-
ation is the worst with young children.
When they cannot say who they are.
There is a lot of speculation: “That this
is a small child, brought from Mariupol,
his parents died and we adopted him.”
According to her, the main source of
information about children who still
remain on the territory of Russia are
those who return.

According to the law, in order to
identify a Ukrainian child, you need to
be sure that he or she has no guard-
ians. There must be a court decision.
What is happening now with Ukrainian
children in Russian families falls under
the definition of “temporary” guardian-
ship, and according to the law, it lasts
6-8 months, explain the staff of the re-
gional center for human affairs. Thus,
children for whom this period has ex-
pired remain in their families illegally.
To avoid these formalities, as we have
already noted, Putin introduced a “de-
cree” that children under 14 years of
age living in the TOT are Russian citi-
zens. This is a criminal decision. Pre-

ctop.18

To place ads, advertisement, and other messages: info@hromada.us
Hromada, PO Box 7026, 7 Pixley Ave, Corte Madera, CA 94976




HROMADA N°67 | San Francisco | JUNE 2023

$500 donation to a charity of your choice
for each home bought or sold with Oksana.

“Oksana was a pleasure to work with on my first house purchase, ensuring a worry-free and
amiable process for all the parties involved. Resourceful and detail-oriented, she was quick to
respond to any inquiries and provide all the updates necessary. Oksana wasn't shy to negotiate
better terms for me as a buyer, which is extremely rare to come across in today’s competitive
market. Her knowledge and confidence in closing the deal got us through the escrow with no
glitch. In a heartbeat, | would recommend her to anyone looking for realtor services

— Kat G.

"I wholeheartedly recommend Oksana. She helped me to close the deal on my first home
in San Francisco. San Francisco real estate market is complex and inelastic. Oksana is very
proficient, prompt and has all required skills to be successful. She guided me through the
process, was accommodative of the situation and provided me all the necessary guidelines

to get the deal right.”
— Alexei B.

Oksana Melnyk

Realtor®

925.3789777
oksana.melnyk@compass.com
DRE 01955526

COMPASS

[Who will protect Ukrainian
children? ]
from page 17

viously, children were told: “The situa-
tion is difficult militarily, it’s dangerous
for your moms to come here, do you
want your mommy to die? Sit here,
then you will be taken away.” And now
they say: “Your parents are bad, they
forgot about you, they sent you here.”
Then they say: “Look, you’ve been here
for months, it’s better for youto be ina
Russian family, they will love you.”
Michelle Mouton, a professor of
history at the University of Wisconsin,
says that the Nazi regime once made
the abduction of children from the oc-
cupied territories part of its Eastern
European policy. The Germans placed
them in reliable families. Germany, un-
like today’s Russia, however, did not
advertise such actions, and some of
the new parents did not realize that
they were complicit in the crime. They
were told that the child’s parents had
died, for example, during the bombing.
Lawyers assume that the logic of the
Russian leadership is similar. Ukrainian
children were transferred to the Rus-

sian Federation under the slogan of
rescue. However, this is not about hu-
manity, it is a policy of massive theft of
a biological resource. Maniacal things
out of a desire to improve the demo-
graphic situation, to get more “Rus-
sians”.

lan Garner, a researcher of Russian
propaganda and author of Generation
Z: Inside the Heart of Russia’s Fas-
cist Youth, notes that military training,
which is compulsory for most Russian
schoolchildren, must also be taken
by Ukrainian children who find them-
selves in Russia. It is embodied in the
Yunarmiya, a youth military organiza-
tion that educates “proper Russians.”
We want to believe that Ukrainian
children will be resistant to these influ-
ences. But at the same time, they are
just children. The Russians know what
they are doing, they can bring a popu-
lar singer to the junior soldiers and say
we are just singing and dancing. Then
they organize competitions, give out
awards, and it all turns into a fun game.
This is how they work with children from
the occupied territories of Ukraine. All
this can make it difficult for Ukraine
to return children and integrate them.
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Often children return traumatized and
withdrawn, even if there is no evidence
of abuse.

So how can Ukrainian children be
protected? Of course, this should be
done by the Ukrainian state. But how
can they be protected when the enemy
has seized part of our land, abducts
and takes children to its territory, and it
is still impossible to reach this territory.
Much is being done for displaced fam-
ilies, for children who find themselves
on the recaptured lands. Many volun-
teers and charitable organizations are
involved in this work. Among them are
the All-Ukrainian Foundation for the
Protection of Children’s Rights, the
NGO SOS Children’s Villages Ukraine,
and the United Nations Children’s Fund

— UNICEF.

UNICEF states that the war has
jeopardized the education and thus the
future of children in Ukraine. Around
5.3 million of them face barriers to ed-
ucation, including approximately 3.6
million directly affected by school clo-
sures. As a result, children in Ukraine
are at risk of missing out on critical
years of learning and social develop-
ment. Since February 2022, UNICEF
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has helped nearly 1.5 million of the
most vulnerable children in Ukraine ac-
cess formal and non-formal education,
including early childhood education.

According to the Ministry of Educa-
tion and Science of Ukraine, more than
2,600 schools have been damaged
and more than 400 destroyed since
the start of the war. Only about 25% of
Ukrainian schools started the full-time
educational process in September. A
UNICEF study shows that less than
half of families with children under the
age of five have been able to return to
kindergartens and participate in edu-
cational activities. The destruction of
schools and power outages caused by
shelling of critical infrastructure have
hampered access to education, both
face-to-face and online, jeopardizing
the future of millions of children.

In addition to providing educational
services, schools also play an import-
ant role in the socialization of children,
helping them to overcome the stress
and psychosocial trauma caused by
the war. School is also an opportunity
to communicate with peers with whom

Visit us at the Newark branch
or give us a call at
(510) 943-1021

Visit us at the San Francisco branch
or give us a call at
(415) 489-4451

to discuss problems, as well as access
to adults outside the family circle who
can help manage emotions. In addition,
itis at school that you can get referrals
to mental health professionals if need-
ed. After all, mental health problems
in children should be addressed as
early as possible to prevent them from
becoming lifelong problems. Due to
the war, formal learning spaces have
become less accessible, so all these
opportunities provided by the school
are limited.

To ensure the continuity of educa-
tion for every child in wartime, UNICEF
has expanded its assistance and sup-
port programs for children in Ukraine
since the beginning of the war. In par-
ticular, it has been setting up shelters
in kindergartens and schools, provid-
ing laptops, tablets, and teaching ma-
terials to teachers and students so that
displaced children and educators can
continue learning and teaching. We
have also developed tools for teachers
to provide mental health and psycho-
social support services, expanded ac-
cess to life skills development for chil-

dren and youth, and provided materials
on how to stay safe during the war.

Cooperation with the government
and partners helps to find innovative
ways to support children. Today, more
than 150 “Spilno” children’s centers
across the country offer children of
all ages informal learning opportuni-
ties while having fun. In 2022, almost
300,000 children received psycho-
social support and participated in
activities to develop their social and
emotional sphere across the country.
During the 11 months of war, about
770,000 children received School in a
Box kits for early development, leisure
and learning and other goods neces-
sary for learning and development.

In 2022, UNICEF allocated $3 mil-
lion to more than 1,000 schools across
Ukraine for minor repairs, winteriza-
tion, and the purchase of teaching ma-
terials.

UNICEF, together with local author-
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ONSa DITEN

COPOKA-BOPOHA

Copoka-BopoHa

Ha npuvniyky cuaina,
LiTkam kaluky Bapuna.
MNigitb, 4itn, no Bogunuto!

(MepebuparoTb
rasibLi OAuH 3a
OAHUM, MOYUNHAKYU Bi
MIi3WHHOIo)

| ubOMY fam, i UbOMY
AOaMm,

| ubOMY fam, i UbOMY
AOaMm,

A ubOMYy He oam:

Llen 6eumaH —

BiH npoBa He pybas,

B xaTty He HOCKB, nevi He
TONMB,

Boowu He HocuB, OiXi He
MiCuB,

Kawi He BapuB, xniba He
ninus,

B niy He capxas, kawy
[oinasB.

KOTO4KY, AE TU BYB?

(laaste 4OSTOHAMM
06/1MY4s1 ANTUHM Vi
rpoKasytTb)

— KoTouky, ae T 6yB?
— Y komopu,.

— Lo Tam po6ue?

— Monouyko nms.

— A mMeHi 3anmuwine?
— 3abyscH.

— Anuxun! Anuxu!

320aBJISIHKH

Anuxu! Anuxu!

TAMNUI, PYYKW, TAMLI

Tanui, pyyku, Tanui,

Minemo oo 6abu.

JacTtb Ham Oaba
MUAPIKKN

| Ha MUCKY 3aMiLLKW.

Tanuyj, pyuku, Tanui!

* k% %

FONA. roriA, rona-
HYKU

lona, rona, rona-4yku,
HaBapwuna mama Lyku,
Ta He 3Hana, oe nNoaitK,
Ta KnHyna mexwu gitu.
— ABWu, gitn, He
CcBapiTbCs
Ta pnbKoo NoAINiThCS.
A BW, OiTn, nam’atanTe,
Csoto marip
cnomMumHamTe.

TOCI, TOCI

Toci, TocCi,

CsuHi B NpoOCi,
MopocsaTta B rpeyuy,
A my3uka 6e3’a3nka
iJe Ha oBeuL.

* k% %
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KYN, KYWN YOBITOK

(My4ko NOCTYKYIOTb
Mo CTYMHI ANTUHWN, Ha4e
«KYIOTb>»)

Ky, Ky 4o06iTOK,
Mopan MONOTOK,

He nogacu monotka —
He nigkyto yobiTka.
MONOTOK 30/10TEHLKUIA,
Yo06iTOK AOPOreHbKUNA.
LI - -,

MEYY, NEYY, KAJIANI

Me4y, nevy kanadui,
T He cuau Ha neui.
Yun-pu-pu! HYu-pun-pun!
T He cuau Ha neui!

* k% %

OW BE3 AYAU, BE3
ayau

On 6e3 nyan, 6e3 oyam

NoyTh HIXXEHbKM HEe Tyau.

A 9K Iy004KY MOYYIOTb,

CaMmi HixXeHbKK
TaHUIOOThb.

MULWIKA, MULLKA

— Munwika, muLika,
e tn 6yna?
— Y bora.
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— Lo pobuna?
— Mpsgana.

— Lo 3anpsina?
— Kycok cana.
— [e cxoBana?
— [ig, naBKOtO.
— Yum Hakpuna?
— Xansaekolo.

— XT0 BKpaB?

— Opwuwika.

| BEPTUTb XBOCTOM,
Ak MuLLKa,
Mwuwika, MuLLKa,
Mwuwika, MuLLKa.

* % %

KYNAJINCA NNACTIB’ATA

(CniBatoTb rig 4ac
KyraHHS ANTUHMN)

Kynanucs nacris’aTta
Ta B 4apy-BoauLy,
LL1o6 6ynu mu GinoTini
Ta we v 6inonuui.

Kynanucs nacris’aTta

Ta B 4apy-BoauLy,

LLLo6 6ynu mn
4OPHOOPWUBI

Ta we v 6inonuui.

Y ntoBGUCTOYKY Kynanwu,

>KuBy BO4Yy Hanueanu,

LLlo6 3popoB’a Tino
marno,

JInxa-ropeHbka He
3Hano.

* % %

NMPUNETIIN XYPABIJII

MpuneTinu xypasni,
To Benuki, To mani,
Cinv BOHM Ha nitoni
Ta v cniBatoTb:

Tpi-pi-pi!
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3ATOPU3OHTANNIO:

1. OGpapoBa kawa 3 94MiHHMX abo
MWeHNYHUX 3epeH, yXXnsaHa 3 COo-
noAKo MignnBoOlO HanepenopHi
PizpgBa um Bopoxpewa. 4. Hawanok
iCmaHCbKUX i NOPTYyranbCbKNX KO-
NOHi3aTopiB y kpaiHax JlaTUHCbKOI
Amepukn. 8. OgHoOYacHUI NOCTPIn 3
KifIbKOX PYLWHWLUb, Frapmar i T. iH. 12.
MyHiuunanitet y ®paHuii, y perioHi
AKBiTaHig, penaptamMeHT ATNaHTUYHI
MipeHei. 13. MicTo Ha niBHoui J1aTBii,
po3TawloBaHe Ha KoppoHi 3 Ecto-
Hielo. 14. Toii, XTO 3AiiCHIOE CMepT-
Hi BUPOKU abo TinecHe nokapaHHs,
6epe Ha TopTypu. 16. HU3bKKMIA YO-
nosiunn ronoc. 17. B paBHboOEIN-
nevcbkin penirii — 6or CoHus, TBO-
peub cBiTy. 18. O BUryH nitaka, sep-
TonboTa. 21. OpgHa i3 cknapoBux
Ha3B 3BYyKiB. 22. Bigomuin pociicb-
Kui npogatocep. 24. bpya, Wo BKpU-
Ba€ CniTHine, [OBro He MuTe Tino.
25. HazBa poroBopy npo cTpaxy-
BaHHS, CTPAxOBe MOKPUTTS PUBUKY.
27. Bucokun 4onoBiunii ronoc. 29.
BipBianHn koro-Hebynb. 31. Ctonu-
us PpaHuii. 33. UupkoBuin aptuct-
komik. 35. ...-... (PocnuHHi pparni
3 Mopcbkux BogopocTten). 37. Cno-
BECHe HaliMeHyBaHHSsl, MO3Ha4YeHHS
KOro-, 4yoro-Heoynb. 38. | YopHe, i
CepepsemHe. 40. MigHwuii BeneTeHb
Ha KpiTi, wo BigraHse Big ocTpoBa
yyXuHuie. 41. CocHoBui abo iHWUM
XBOWHUI niic. 42. YpouncTun BipL,
NPUCBSYEHUIA aKiicb BUAaTHI noaii,
BigOMIln 0cobi. 44. MapTia rpu B Te-
HiCi Ta AesaKkMx iHWUX CMOPTUBHUX
irpax. 45. MancTep, BUCOKOKIACHUM
cneuianict. 46. CBilicbka TBapuHa
POAVHM KOTSAYUX, WO 3HULLYE MU-
wen i wypis. 48. NpeacTaBHUK rpy-
N MMOBIPHO CNOB’IHCbKUX MJIEMEH,
WO 3ragyloTbCs Bi3aHTINCbKUMU
aBTopamu 3 4 CT. 0o novyartky 7 CT.
50. Mnboka poBra 3anaguHa (ne-
pPeBaxHoO 3 KpyTMU abo NpsIMoOBUC-
HAMMK cXuaamu), wWo yTeopuaacs
BHaACNiAOK PO3MMBY MYXKMX 0Capo-
BUX NOpig TMMYacOBUMM NOTOKaAMMU.
51. N'eHeTM4YHO MopaudikoBaHNI Op-
raHiam. 52. HasBa cena B pesikux
TIOPKCbKNX HapogiB y CepepgHin Asii
Ta Ha KaBkasi. 54. [eB’aTHaguaTta
nitepa rpeubkoi abetku. 56. Haii-
suwnii nik Kputy. 57. MoraHa,
Mep3eHHa, niacTtynHa noguHa. 58.
MpicHoBogHa npomucnoBa puba
poavHn nococesux. 59. ['pyHTOBa
nosepxHs nig Bogoto. 61. Kyxap Ha
Kopabni. 62. MiuHuKit Hani i3 coky,
wo nepebpoaome, abo 3 naToku
TPOCTUHHOIO UYKpY. 64. ...-Tik (yro-
Aa, wo ii BUKOHaHO 3a LiHOolo, fka
rnepeBuULLYE LUiHY ToBapy Yy none-
penHin yroai B nepion ogHiei Gip-

XXOBOi cecii). 66. 3aMByBaHHSA, He-
3a00BONIeHHsA. 68. OoMHuuSa BigHO-
LLEeHHSA eHeprin, NOTYXXHOCTel, 3By-
KOBUX TUCKIiB. 69. 3anByBaHHSA, 300-
rag. 70. NeperHin, opradiyHe po6-
puBo (3act.). 72. Cboma nitepa
rpeubkoi abeTku. 74. Te came, WO
wmMaTtok. 75. CTapoBUHHA aHrMiNCb-
Ka OAVHULS BUMIPIOBaHHA Macu
BOBHU. 76. Onane Bigmepne nucTs.
78. «... 482» (ykpaiHCbKUW pPOK-TypT,
akuii y 2008 poui 6yB npepcraB-
HUKOM YKpaiHu Ha €Bpo-2008 y
XeHesi, WBenuyapisa). 79. bnunck
HA4YMLWEeHOoI, NakoBaHOi, 3MaLeHOoi
i T. iH. rnapgkoi noBepxHi. 80. Tutyn
MYCY/IbMaHCbKUX apucTtokparTiB
(kHA3bKiB) B IHAii. 82. CnnaB onosa
3 Migao i cTnbiem (nepeBaxHo and
nigwnn-HuKkiB koB3aHHs). 84. Mpea-
CTaBHUK HapPOAHOCTiI TIOPKCbKOI
MOBHOI rpynu, Lo 3apa3 CTaHOBUTb
OCHOBHe HacenieHHs1 Xakacbkoi aB-
TOHOMHOI ob6nacTi B Pocii. 86. Toi,
XTO Kepye Bartaroto. 88. Micue Ha
MinkoBopnni, obnagHaHe onsg KynaH-
HA gitei. 89. MicTo B AAnoHii, y npe-
dekTypi dykyinn. 91. Micok, semns,
HaHeceHi BiTpoM, BOAOI0 Tow,o. 93.
MixHapogoHa oaMHULSA eNeKTPUYHOo-
ro onopy. 94. CneuianbHuii ALWMK
i3 3emnel0 Ans BUPOLLYBAHHSA PO3-
cagun OBOYEBUX i KOPMOBUX KYJbTYP,
a TaKoX OeKOpaTUBHUX POCAUH. 97.
MyHiunnaniter B Itanii, y perioHi
Nirypia, nposiHuia leHysa. 98. Yo-
TUpHagusTa Nnitepa BipMEHCbKOI
abeTtkn. 100. lNpcbka nopoaa, pi3aHo-
BuA BipbGinowuux rmuH. 101, Xurtens
KwniBcbkoi Pyci. 102. OguHuusa Bu-
Mipy 3eMenbHOi nnowi B AHrAii i
MiBHiyHin Amepuui. 103. Benunka
Kam’aHa rpobHuua ana 36epiraHHsa
OCTaHKiB TUX, KOr0 XPUCTUSIHCbKA
uepkBa Bu3HaBana cBatumu. 104.
KomepuiiHa 3HMXKa 3 yciei cymu
rpowei, wWo HanexuTb 3a ToBap.
105. AdppukaHeupb.

3A BEPTUKAJJIIO:

1. BolioBe LWMKYBaHHA NixoTn y pop-
Mi YOTUPUKYTHUKA. 2. NpeacTaBHUK
HaWgaBHIWLNX NAeMeH, §Kki Hacens-
nn B XV—XVI cT. o0 H. e. Teputopito
MepepnHboi A3ii i MNiBpeHHOro 3akaB-
ka33q. 3. ...-... (came Tak, po3m.). 4.
KuiBCbkniA NOMITEXHIYHUN HCTUTYT.
5. CtapoBMHHa icnaHCcbka cpibHa
mMoHeTa. 6. PiB i3 3emnaHum Hacu-
rnoMm, BaJIOM HaBKOJIO 4Oro-Hebyab.
7. TpowoBa oguHuusa JlaTt-Bii. 9.
ABTOGnokyBaHHA. 10. CTaHOK, Ha
SIKOMY 3aKpinjTbCA YaCTUHU
arperarty, MexaHiamy i T. iH. 11.
JliopuHa, Wwo pornapae 3a Muc-
JIMBCbKMMUN cobGakamu i 6epe y4acTb
y nontoBaHHi. 13. Toin, XTO Hanucae

O6yab-9Ky npauio, TBip, NCT i T. iH.
abo po3pobUB AKUICbL NnaH, Npo-
eKkT i T. iH. 15. Ctonuuga AnoHii. 18.
Mpem’ep-miHicTp IcnaHnii 3
05.05.1996 p. no 17.04.2004 p. (Ho-
BUI KOHcepBaTuam). 19. CTapoBuH-
Ha xonopHa 36pos y Burnaai ABo-
CiYHOro NPSIMOro AO0Broro KjamHka 3
pykoaTkoto. 20. 3paTHICTb NIOANHN
MuUcnnTn, Bigobpaxartu i niaHaBaTn
006’€KTUBHY AilicHicTb. 23. [epxaBa
B Nmanasax B MiBaeHHiIn Asii. 26. Te,
WO BWHOCUTLCH TEKY4Ol BOZAOIO
(nicok, myn i T. iH.). 28. 3ananeHHs
C/AM30BOi 0BGONIOHKM HOCa, Lo Cy-
NPOBOAXYETbCSA CAN30BO-THINHUMU
BUAINIEHHAMMU, iHOAI YuxaHHaM. 29.
MpaBo kepyBaTu Aepxa BOlO, MoJi-
TU4YHe naHyBaHHSA. 30. Pe4oBuHa, WWo
BMNJMBA€E Ha 30ya)keHHs abo 3MiHy
WBUAKOCTI XiMiYHOT peakuii, ane
KiNbKiCTb i XiMiYHMIA cknap ii npwn
LbOMY He 3MiHIoTbCA. 32. ...-NTU-
us. 33. Cta-tyc-.... 34. PeakuioHep-
ka. 36. l'optoya piguHa, NpoAykKT ne-
peroHkn HadTu. 39. Kpyrnumii 6pyc,
AKOr0 MNPUKPINAIIOTL A0 LWOMuU
abo cTeHbru cygHa, 3anvialym mno-
ro pyxomumm. 41. EHepreTu4He none,
fiKe CTBOPIOETbCS XMUBUM OpPraHia-
momMm. 43. 3ipka 1-i 3o0paHoOi Benu-
YMHU, Halsickpagiwa B cy3ip’i Ckop-
nioHa. 46. KinomeTtp. 47. Pig Hux-
4yux rpubis poauHU MykopoBux. 49.
€pnHanbHUi cnony4yHuk. 51. 3emMHo-
BOAHA TBapuHa abo nnasyH. 52.
ABTOMaTM3oBaHa cuctema Kkepy-
BaHHSA. 53. PyyHa 36pos pna me-
TaHHSA CTpin, Aka Mae Buraag
CTArHyTOI TATMBOIO Ayrun. 55. Ypap-
HO-CNYCKOBUW MexaHi3m. 60.
dpaHkdypT-...-MaliiHi. 63.... Napkep
(6puTaHCbKMii cueHapicT, pexucep,
npoplocep — cTpivkn «Now Is
Good», 2012; «The Best Exotic
Marigold Hotel», 2011). 65. Kpyrnuu
pybeub nocepeauviHi XuBoTa, KU
3anMwaeTtbCca Ha Micui BignapgiH-
HS nynoBuHWU. 67. CninbHOTa nioaen
(nnem’a, HapoAHiICTb, Hauig), WO
iCTOpU4YHO cknanacs Ta Mae Coui-
anbHY LWiNICHICTb i opuriHanbHUM
cTepeoTun noBeaiHku. 68. Te came,
wo ceepasno. 69. Ocoba, WO o4o-
nioe anapaTt skoi-Hebyab naprTii,
npodcninkn i T. iH. 71. lyxe MiuHuiA
rpyobuii MoTy30K i3 BOJIoOKHa abo
ApoTy. 73. Acouiauis ykpaiHCbKUX
6aHKiB. 74. BiHNUbKUI OOHOKIHHNIA
ekinax B AHrnii. 75. XimiyHnin ene-
MEHT, MpocTa peyYoBUHA HKOro —
nerkun cpiobnactun metan — Miu-
HWUI i KOpo3iliHO-CTiikuii. 77. CTo-
nuus CeHerany. 79. AnapaT, Bax-
4YUiA 3a NOBITPSA, 3 ABUTYHOM i He-
pPyXoMUMKU Kpunamu, NpuUcTocoBa-
HU pana nitaHHa. 81. Hesenuka
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UKRAINIAN
CATHOLIC
UNIVERSITY

FOUNDATION

Archbishop Borys Gudziak, Ukrainian Catholic University
President, Receives Honorary Doctorate from the
University of San Francisco, Delivers Commencement
Address and Commencement Mass Homily

Archbishop Borys said he was deeply honored and humbly accepted this
award in the name of all Ukrainians who have stood and continue to stand

for their God given dignity and freedom.

Supporters of UCU were honored to be present for these inspiring events.

Thanks to USF, congrats to the graduates, and kudos to Archbishop Borys!

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK AT UCU FOUNDATION,

AND AT UCUFOUNDATION.ORG

3akpuTa MeTaneBa nocyauHa Aans
pianHn. 83. CykynHicTb BUPOOHMU-
YMX BiAHOCWH, LLLO CTAHOBASATb €KO-
HOMIiYHY CTPYKTYpy cycninbcTBa.
84. [pi6Ha mopcbka npomucriosa
puba poAuHN aH40yCOBUX pPsAy oce-
nepuenopiobHux. 85. LWnax, 3acib,
PYX AYXOBHOi MpakTukn B O6ynaus-

Mi, 3aBASIKM IKOMY A0CSralTb Npo-
cBiTneHHsa. 87. MNMepecnipyBaHHA 3
meTolo cniimatu. 88. HerigHuk,
po3-6iliHKK, rpabixHuk. 89. Bpycok,
6pyc. 90. MixHapogHa pika B LieH-
TpanbHin €Bponi. 92. Cinbcbkoroc-
nopapcbke 3HapsAAna ANs 3pi3aHHs
3nakiB, TPaBu i T. iH. Npu KopeHi. 95.

BOKaJibHa CTyAis

M

iBauka, neparor sokany,
onepeTu, conictka

° Ypoku BOKany ans Aitev Ta 4opocanx
¢ [locTaHOBKa rosiocy

e Po60oTa Haa BOKaJibHUM AUXAHHAM,
3BYKOBEeAEHHAM, iHTOHaL i€, ANKLIEID
Ta My3U4YHUM 0Gpa3om

e [ligroToBKa A0 MiXKHaApPOAHUX Ta

BCEeYKPaiHCbKUX BOKaJIbHUX KOHKYPCiB

Sacramento, CA

(916) 594-5641

lesia.zabashta@gmail.com

OpHe 3 M’ATU MOYYTTiB, OpraHom
aKoro € oko. 96. B penirii paBHix
erunTaH — 6ornHa Heba, ApyXuHa
6ora 3emni eb6a. 99. AsTomaTt Ka-
nawHunkosa. 102. Mipa semenbHOi
naowi.
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Sponsored by: IIE-Fulbright Ukraine,

Hromada and Friends of Great Highway Park Ukraine

& FULBRIGHT

iie;

Hromada Aid Campaign for Ukrainian volunteer defenders, children,
and students. Corporate donation matching. 10K Goal.

[Who will protect Ukrainian
children? ]
from page 19

ities in different countries, has created

“Blue Points” — These are safe places
where children and families fleeing
Ukraine can receive important infor-
mation and services. Thanks to the
Blue Points, families are guaranteed
to learn about their rights as refugees.
In addition, they can receive medical
care, information about education,
psychosocial support, and more. The
staff of these places identify and reg-
ister children traveling alone and con-
nect them to security services. Women
also receive the necessary advice, in-
cluding on gender-based violence, at
the Blue Points.

The Blue Dot system is being ex-
panded in Moldova, Romania, Poland,
and Belarus to protect refugee chil-
dren and others at risk of exploitation
and abuse of any kind.

Still, it must be said that internation-
al organizations should play a more
significant role in the return of the
taken children, and international law
should apply. But the Muscovites do

not care about international laws and
rights, and protective international or-
ganizations are toothless in this regard,
often inactive and uninitiative. Zel-
enskyy is right to say that the UN and
other international organizations have
not shown themselves in this regard,
have proved to be incapable and need
to be reorganized or closed altogether,
and new more influential and capable
ones should be created, whose failure
to comply with decisions would threat-
en the isolation and collapse of the of-
fending countries.

Yes, this war changed the world,
changed the understanding of the se-
curity and safety of independent sov-
ereign states. But after the war, and it
should undoubtedly end in victory for
Ukraine and the entire civilized demo-
cratic world, we need to create condi-
tions and organizations to prevent any
aggression and expansion, and those
who do so should understand that they
will be punished.

The task is to create international
power structures that could intervene
and put in order any inhumane viola-
tions, despite the constant threats of
nuclear weapons. In general, for a safe

future, something must be done with
nuclear weapons, something must be
invented, proposed, and implement-
ed to reduce the threat of using such
weapons to zero. And this will be the
best way to protect the future, to pro-
tect not only the children of Ukraine,
but also the children of the whole world
from bullying and violence.

And now, at this moment, only the
Armed Forces of Ukraine, only a suc-
cessful counteroffensive by our army,
which will liberate the occupied terri-
tories, will be able to protect Ukrainian
children who remain in the TOT. And the
further defeat of Putler and his gang
of bandits, his regime, the destruction
of the policy of racism, the further dis-
integration of the Russian Federation
into parts will create the conditions for
the return of Ukrainian children home.
Let’s hope that this will happen not in
the distant future, but in the near fu-
ture, so that the Muscovite does not
have time to poison our children with
its fascist ideas. So we wish our valiant
soldiers victory, victories, courage and
fortitude in battle, because the future
of Ukraine and the whole world is in
their hands. Glory to Ukraine!
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Orest Balytsky D.M.D.

Diplomate, American Board of Endodontics

(707) 763-2170

orbendo17@msn.com
www.petalumaendo.com

OFOJ'IOLIJEHHS'-I | AN NOUNCEM ENT BIAMOBA BIA, BIANOBIAANIBHOCTI | DISCLAIMER

«[pomaga» icHye Ans o6cnyroByBaHHsi noTpe6 ykpaiHCbkoi rpomagun
3axinHoro yabepexxs Ta BCix, KOro uikaBuTb ykpaiHCbka iCTOpIis, KynbTy-

nn a posM i LWeHHsa pe KJaamMmm ’ OoOroyioweHbTa i" [TT]7 D4 pa i ykpaiHCbki HOBUHWM. Mu pe3epByemMo 3a cobolo npasBo Ha BiAMOBY
- - A npykyeatu 6yab-aki matepianu. raszeta «fpomaga» He MOXe HecTun Bif-
noBIAOMJIEHDb 3BepTanTecChb |nf°@hromada-us NoBIAaNbLHOCTI 3@ AOCTOBIPHICTL Ny6nikawii TpeTix 0cib.

«HROMADA» exists to serve the needs of our Ukrainian community of the
West Coast of the US and all those interested in Ukrainian history, culture

To place ads and other announcements, please and Ukrainian news. We reserve the right to refuse to print any materials.
= «Hromada» newspaper cannot be held liable for the reliability of third-par-
contact info@hromada.us

ty publications.
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CLARINET & SAXOPHONE
LESSONS FOR CHILDREN
AND ADULTS
in Citrus Heights, CA

Master of Arts in Performance and Conducting from
Lviv (Ukraine) National Music Academy named after M.
Lysenko

Over 30 years of teaching and performing experience

« Clarinet and Saxophone Professor at Drohobych Music
College named after V. Barvinskyy (1991 - 2022)

* Wind Instruments Orchestra Conductor of Drohobych
Music College (2000 - 2022)

» Head of Drohobych Music College Department of Wind
and Percussion Instruments (2014 - 2022)

+ Adjudicator of WindStars International Competition
(2021 and 2022)

« Jazz Band Performer (Alto Saxophone, 2000 - 2021)

Contact me for a free 20-minute introductory lesson

at (916) 809-3307

olehsolyar@gmail.com

Coto3 YkpaiHok Amepuku (CYA) paanii NoBiAOMUTH, L0 CTYAEHTU, AKi
HaByvalTbcs y CLUA, MaloTb MOXJ/IMBICTb OTPMMATU HOBY CTUMEHAII0,
LU0 MPOMNOHYEThCA y NapTHepcTBi 3 PoHpom im. C. Boeka. (!A6o: «Colo3
YkpaiHok AMepuku (CYA) paauii noBiAOMUTY NPO 3anovYaTKyBaHHA Y
napTHepcTsi 3 DoHaom im. C. BoBKa HOBOT CTUMNEHAIT ANS CTYAEHTIB, AKi
HaByvaloTbcs y CLUA» — 06epiTb kpalmii/BiANoBigHILWLNI BapiaHT.)

CtuneHais im. C. Boka/CYA 2023 poky HagaBaTMmeTbCcs ocobam
YKPaiHCbKOr0 MOXOAXEHHS, 30KpeMa ykpaiHuaMm AMepukn, ski
3aKkiHYUAKn NepLInNi Kypc akpeauToBaHOro yHisepcutety. BoHn NoBMHHI
OyTU CTyaAEHTaMu AeHHOT GOPMU HABYaAHHA Ta MaTu cepeaHin 6an He
HUX4MIA, HiX 3,5. FpaHT y poamipi $4000 Gyae AOCTYNHUI ANA CTYAEHTIB,
MaricTpaHTiB Ta acnipaHTiB y Takux ranys3sax:

« iHXeHepia

* Gi3NYHI Ta NPpUpOAHUNYI HAYKKN

* MeguumHa

* npaBso

« GisHecC

* My3uka / 06pa3oTBOpYE MUCTELTBO.

KiHueBwuit TepmiH nopadi 3asBok — 1 4epBHA 2023 poky. 3auikaBneHi
3asiBHUKM MOXYTb 03HalOMUTUCS 3 AeTaNbHilolo iHpopmaulielo 3a
rnocunaHHsaM: www.unwla.org

o6 pisHaTucs 6inbwe npo doxa, 6yab nacka, Bigeigante
https://www.vovkfoundation.org/
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EVENTS 2023
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10 HEPB/JUN

ANNUAL
UKRAINIAN
SUMMER
PICNIC

UNWLA Northern California,
Branch 107

Where: Blackberry Farm Picnic
Site, 21979 San Fernando Avenue,
Cupertino, CA 95014

When: Saturday, 11 AM - 5 PM

Enjoy a day of Ukrainian food and
festivities with friends and family!

Food will be served starting at 12
pm

All proceeds will be used to
purchase Orthopedic External
Fixators and Wound Vacs (Vacuum-
Assisted Closure Systems) and to
support Pediatric Burn Victims. (more
info below).

Your ticket will include:

-Varenyky, kovbasa, borshch,
pliatsky (sweets), vegan-friendly food
and salads

-Wine, beer & soft drinks

-Live Ukrainian songs

-Creative photo area with
professional photographer

-Kids’ activities: Giant bubbles,
ring toss game, giant parachute
game, sticky ball dart, face painting,
obstacle course, stone painting

In addition, there will be a special
workshop on the ancient craft of
weaving a traditional Ukrainian fresh
floral head wreath, called a ‘vinok’
(separate ticket required: $35, spaces
limited).

Tickets:

Adults: $50

Students (ages 11 to 21): $25

Children (ages 10 years and under):
FREE!

Wreath/Vinok workshop: $35
(adults only)
https://www.facebook.com
events/216745854260641

10 HEPB/JUN

JAMALA - LIKE
A BIRD TOUR

Hedonism Festival, Deseract

Ae: San Francisco Scottish Rite
Masonic Center

Konun: Saturday, 7 PM - 10 PM

Jamala announces her Summer
2023 North American Tour.

Ukrainian singer / songwriter and
winner of the 2016 Eurovision Song
Contest Jamala, is to go on her first
major USA and Canada tour. The new
show includes music from different
periods that will be performed through
a special electronic interpretation. The
tour name, “Like A Bird”, is areference
to the track of the same name from the

“All Or Nothing” (2013) album.

The new “Poklyk” EP (2022),
recorded during the artist’s forced
separation from home, will be the
center of the performance.

Since the outbreak of the Russian
Federation’s full-scale invasion of
Ukraine, Jamala has become the
voice of her people, taking part in
many charitable events supporting
her homeland. During 2022 she
performed in 20 countries. In
May of this year, she received the

“Distinguished Leadership Award” from
the Atlantic Council of the USA in
recognition of her efforts to protect
Ukrainian identity and culture during
Russia’s invasion. And in December of
the same year, the singer was invited

to close the Kennedy Center Honors
ceremony in Washington.

Tickets start at $67
https://www.facebook.com
events/531465528925083

11 YEPB/JUN

CHILDREN'S
DAY WITH
UKRAINIAN
CUISINE AND
HANDCRAFTED
ART

Ukrainian Vesna

Ae: 3700 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto,
CA 94303-4714, United States

Konun: Sunday, 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Come and create unforgettable
memories with your little ones! We
invite you to join us at our fundraiser
to support Ukraine, featuring
delicious Ukrainian food such as
vareniki, borscht, and more, as well
as handmade arts. The event will take
place at the cozy Magical Bridge area
in Palo Alto.

We are excited to offer free activities
for kids of all ages. 100% of the
proceeds will go towards supporting
Ukraine and helping the Ukrainian
people fight for their freedom.

Come and join us! We can't wait to
see our friends and make new ones!
https://www.facebook.com
events/191583453797248

17 YEPB/JUN
UKRAINIAN
RUSALKA AND
IVAN KUPALA
SONGS WITH

Bu moxeTe nigTpnmaTtun Hawy raseTy, SKWO 3pO-
6uTte ogHopa3oBuit PayPal BHecok 4u BUcTtaBute
NMOBTOPHMWI WOMICA4YHNI BHECOK i nepengeTe Ha
CTOpPiHKY nicna ckaHyBaHHA QR-kopy. MNaserta
«'pomapa» € HeKOMepLiHO opraHisauieto 3npa-

BOM Ha cnucaHHsa 501(c)(3) nopaTkis.

You could support our newspaper by following
QR code to PayPal link where you could make one
time payment or reoccuring monthly payments.
Newspaper Hromadais a tax-deductible 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization.
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INNA KOVTUN
& NADIA
TARNAWSKY

Kitka Institute

Ae: Ellen Webb Studio 2822 Union
Street Emeryville, CA 94608 United
States

Konn: June 17, Sat, 2:30 PM - 4:30
PM; June 18, Sun, 2:30 PM - 4:30 PM

Inna Kovtun and Nadia Tarnawsky
return to the Kitka Institute to lead
two IN PERSON workshops focusing
on traditional Rusalka and Ivan
Kupala songs traditionally sung in
Ukraine during the late spring and
early summer. These workshop
is open to singers of all ages,
genders, backgrounds, and levels of
experience. Ability to read Ukrainian
or musical notation is not required
and some time in each workshop will
be spent on creating an authentic
Ukrainian village sound appropriate to
each song’s region of origin.

Tickets: start at $45
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
ukrainian-rusalka-and-ivan-kupala-
songs-with-inna-kovtun-nadia-
tarnawsky-tickets-628789715967

17 YEPB/JUN
BENEFIT
CONCERT
FEATURING

UKRAINIAN
PIANO
VIRTUOSO OLEG
POLIANSKY

US Artist Management
Ae: Tim's Music 6818 Fair Oaks
Boulevard Carmichael, CA 95608
Kosan: Saturday, 4 PM - 5:30 PM
Oleg Poliansky (was born in Kiev,
Ukraine, in 1968, he is prize winner
of many international competitions,
performed as a soloist with many
orchestras around the world, etc.,will
perform music by Ludwig van
Beethoven, Claude Debussy, César
Franck, and Sergej Rachmaninoff.
Tickets start at $40
https://www.eventbrite.com/e
benefit-concert-featuring-ukrainian-
piano-virtuoso-oleg-poliansky-
tickets-590552637837

5 AUGUST
5’NIZZA NORTH
AMERICAN
TOUR 2023

City Nights

Where: City Nights, 715 Harrison St

When: Saturday, 08:00 pm

Tickets start at $20
https://bomond.com/tours/5-nizza-

24 AUGUST
ARTEM
PIVOVAROV -
LIVE IN SAN
FRANCISCO

ARTEM PIVOVAROV, FishCanFly

Where: 3140 Mission St, San
Francisco, CA 94110

When: Thursday 9:00 PM

Artem Pivovarov with a big charity
tour in the USA and Canada!

Artem Pyvovarov is an original
Ukrainian artist, whose songs instantly
become hits and become #1 on the
charts. The winner of the Yuna award

“Best Artist” and “Hit of the Year”, a
music trendsetter, a favorite of all
generations.

Tickets start at $60
https://eventcartel.com/events
artem-pivovarov-live-2-tickets-7107,

15 OCTOBER
ANTYTILA

August Hall

Where: August Hall

When: Sunday, AT 7:30 AM
https://www.facebook.com
events/3535195856763194

Tickets: $85.00 - $150.00 / Age All
Ages
https://www.ticketweb.com/event

north-american-tour-2023

antytila-august-hall-tickets/12978245
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